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be imp ble not to . 
7 one's Addrefl Jes to Her, whoſe 
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greeable Entertainment. 
SUCH is Yours. You 
ars ſcarce arriv d to that Time 
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DEDICATION. 
thar I have not all this while 
given the leaſt Hint of tlie 
Charms of Your Perſan: Of 
which, as it is but the Caſe 
of a Bright and Sparkling 
Soul, 1 hall only fay tliat it 
i a Cabinet proportion d to 
the Richneſs of the Jewel ir 
contains: The Sentiments of 
your Mind ſpealt Beauty, 
and vou Eyes t yoga 
Senfe: 

* SURROUNDED wih 
ſuch uncommon Graces, io 
Wonder that You have 
deeply endear d yourſelf to 


DEDICATION. 
all that know: you; Thatthe 
| whole Pon was viſited with 
your Sickfieſs; aricd the LOſs 
of Vou was dreaded as a pub- 
lick Calamity. Might ve have 
che Liberty of pteferringione 
| Wiſh; with a Certainty of its 
| being granted, it would be 
the Continuance of your 
Heath 1 ho 1 have; beſides, 
e to add; which, 
bake in the Power of ”w 
much GD 201 grant, f 
| will not deſpair of. To your 
Self I ſue for Mat Pardon 
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Anz the Emperor chats the Fifth had 
2d relolyd to refign his Dominions, in order 
to retire from the World; he was appre- 
benſive of leaving his Son expos'd to the 
e proſperous Fortune of Henry the Second of 

Frunte, of Which he had himſelf felt the 
1 and therefore he concluded a Truce for five Vears. 
Among the Overtures of Peace that were made during 
the*Truce, a Marriage Was propos d between the Prince 


of Spain, Don Carlos, only San to Philip the Second by 


of. 'Porthg al his firſt Wife, and Madam Elizabeth, 

the Eldeft Dibotrer of France, This Princeſs was very 
8 but ſurpriſingly” accompliſh'd for her Age: And as 
the Match was © jayfully embraced on both Sides as ſoon 


as it was offer d, | ſhe Ccoriceiv'd a great Eſteem for the 
Husband That was deſtin'd ber. Her tender Heart finding 


this Occafion of fixing upon a, certain Object, amus d an 
Telf'with' it 'qprecably in private; and ſhe inſenſibly i ene 
Vor. III. B 3 her- 


„„ Dan nero. 
© herſelf in an Inclination, which caus d more Trouble to 
her Virtue than ſhe imagin d. The Prince of Spain was 
no leſs fatisfy'd with his Fate. As all that was ſaid to 
him of the young Lady gave him a very lovely Idea of 
her, he abandon'd himſelf with Pleaſure to all the amo- 
rous Sentiments with which this Idea inſpir d him. The 
Princeſs's Picture finiſh'd what the Reputation of her Beauty 
had begun. He was told it was extremely like; and he 
readily believd it, becauſe it was what he wiſhid. When 
"he was gazing at the Picture, there was no way of let- 
ting the Princeſs know his Thoughts about her, which 
did not come into his Mind. He cou'd not bear that ſne 
ſhou'd be ignorant of the Joy, with which the Hopes of 
poſſeſſing her had fill'd his Soul. Sometimes alſo he was 
aſham'd of his Happineſs, and cou'd almoſt have wiſh'd he 
had time to gain her Heart, before ſhe was oblig'd"to be- 
ſtow it on him. But as this was a thing impoſſible, he fan- 
cy'd be ſhou'd be eaſy, if he cou'd at leaft let her under- 
ſtand the different Thoughts which aroſe in him on this 
JJ 1 
IN the mean while the Face of Affairs was chang d, 
by the Breach of the Truce. The Princes of the Houſe 
of Lorain made the War be reſolv'd on again, at the Sol- 
licitation of Pope Paul the Fourth. The Pontiff's Deſign 
was to procure a powerful Diverſion in Flanders, to free 
" himſelf from the Duke of Alva, one of the Spaniſh Gene- 
'rals, who had for ſome time as it were block d him up 
in Rome. The thing ſucceeded on the fide of the Pope as 
Well as cou'd be wiſh'd: But the Event was quite other- 
wiſe in Flanders. France loſt two Battels there, in which 
the beſt Troops in the Kingdom were almoſt all killd or 


* 


eaten Priſoners ; and this put Affairs into ſo ill a Con- 


dition, that they determin'd to purchaſe Peace at any 
Price. This Peace was the Work of the Duke of Savoy 
General 'of the Spaniſh | Army, and of the Conſtable ; of 
Montmorency his Priſoner. The Conſtable convinced the 
Duke, that he was never like to find ſo lucky an Oppor- 


Do * Cantos 7 


' unity, & being Teſtor'd to his Territories, from which 
Francis the Firſt. had driven his Father; and the Duke 
- on his Part prevail'd ſo far with Philip the Second, that 
the Treaty was ſoon concluded at Chateau · Cambreſius. It 
is ealy to imagine the Grief of Don Carlos, when the 
Truce was broken; and what muſt be his Joy when the 
Negotiations of Peace were reſum'd. This Peace, never- 
© theleſs, which fo delightfully flatter'd his Hopes, was the 
very thing which ruin'd them for ever. | 
*. DURING the time of the Negotiation, Philip the 
Second became a Widower by the Death of Mary Queen 
"of England, his Second Wife. As he deſign'd to marry 
again, he_order'd the Princeſs Elizabeth, who was pro- 
mis d him for his Son, to be demanded for himſelf, The 
French Court wou'd rather have given her to the Heir of 
the Crown who was of an equal Age, than to a Prince 
who was old enough to be her Father, and by whom ſhe 
could only have younger Brothers; but the King cou'd not 
be handſomely deny d. Tho' Don Carlos was Thunder- 


ſtruck at the News, and it was brought to him before a 


world of Company, be was Maſter enough of himſelf, 
not to diſcover the Grief it gave him. But the Force he 
put upon his Paſſions coſt him dear, when he was alone. 
All that Love and Rage could inſpire took Place in his 
Soul. But as the Violence of his Grief ſuffer d him to 
come to no Reſolution, and the preſent State of his For- 
tune did not permit him to attempt any thing, his Deſpair 
chang d imſenſibly into Melancholy. This threw him into 
that private kind of Life he led afterwards, which made 
Him ſo odious to the King his Father; who never dream- 
ing of the true Reaſon of this Alteration, and judging of 
his Son by himſelf, attributed the young Prince's De- 
jection to an Impatience of governing. As for the Prin- 
ceſs, tho what ſhe had in her Heart in favour of Don 
Carlos was rather a Diſpoſition to Love than an actual Paſ- 
Lion ; yet the Apprebenſion ſhe was under, left it might 
be real Love, gave her ſuch a Diftruſt of herſelf as cannot 
. 34 | be 


5 "Heart, which. Realon cou d not do, When ſhe reach 


der the e de ſeparates 3 
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of their Deſtiny, the, fear d nothing ſo much as to 
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be expreſt. Till now ſhe had an extreme Curioſity tolearn 


what Effect ber Picture bad produced upon Don Cal 1 
and wiſh'd to, have bim enjoy, leſs Tranquility than 5 15 
kl: But from the Moment ſhe utiderſtood "the 8 A . 
"by him, As great a Pleaſure as there is in being han 

ſome, ſne then wiſh'd that all which was faid. of her 
Charms was not true. Agitated by theſe different Thoughts, 
and her Mind not being in a Situation calm enough, to 
come off with a good Grace in a Con juncture ſo difficult, 
as that of. her Arrival at the Court of Spain, ſhe delay d! her 
Departure as long as with Decency ſhe cou d. Tho” the 


Duke of Aua had marry'd her as his Maſter's Proxy in 


June, ſhe did not ſet out from Paris. till the 'End of No- 


vember. She ſtopp d. at every fine Houſe ſhe ſaw on the 


Road, and came not to Guyenne- till the End of the = * 
As if thoſe Delays were able to work that Change i in h 
d the 

Pyrenean. Mountains, Fortune, who chuſes ſometimes to 
beſtow Favours which are kak expected, Raik WW; Re- 


Fits the. did. not hope for, 


ANTHONY of Bourbon, King of Naydrre, had the 


| . Eduiy.". 54 of conducting this Princeſs, 22 5 Was to de- 


liver her on the Frontiers into the Hands of the Cardinal 5 


: or Burgos and the Duke de Infantada. This King was 
„ only in Poſſeſſion of the Lower; Navarre. t. 


; Higher 
having been uſurpd by the | Spaniards. from his Wife's 
Grandfather. That. he might, not therelorg, prejudice the 
Ri igbt he bad 45 both, he wound means acknow- 
2 * 3 7 'be the true Fron- 
tier of Span and requir'd a Declaration from the Deputies 
that the delivering over the Princeſs at that Place ſhav'd 
not hurt his Pretenſions. Such a Declaration Was of too. 
ore Conſequence, to be given, without an Expreſs Order | 
om aboye, They were oblig d to.write.to, Madrid, about 


| it, and expect an Anſwer an. the Spot. F Phibp c ou d. haye 


1 wiſnd * e Trance bad "prevented. FE 4 


* : 
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— and that the Commiſſion had rather been 
| to Perſons not of Navarre. But Meſſieurs de Guiſe, 
who were new and ablolute Maſters of all Affairs, bad 
their own Reaſons for keeping the Princes of the Blood at 
a Diſtance from the Court. As they only wanted Pre- 
tences, they 'were tranſported to find one fo plauſible, to 
get rid of him who gave them the moſt Trouble. The 
King of Spam therefore was under a Neceſſity either to 
give the King of Navarre immediate Satisfaction, or refer 
the matter to a Negotiation in order to prevail on the Court 
of France to recall him. The laſt Expedient wou'd draw 
on a Delay inſupportable to a Prince who expected the - 
moſt amiable Perſon in the World for his Wife. And thus 
this great Politician ſatisfy d the Impatience of his Love, at 
the Expence of his Intereſt, and wrote back, that they 
ſhou'd grant the King of Navarre what he deſir d. The 
Queen took the Way of Madrid, 'and Don Carlos came to 
meet her, 'accompany'd, among other Perſons, by the 
young Prince of Parma, ert Farneſe his Couſin, 
and Rui Gomez de Silva, Prince of Eboli, his Governor, 
and (a) Favourite to the King. 
NTP the firſt 'News the Queen receiv'd of the Prince's 
proach; ſuch oppofite Sentiments aroſe in her Soul, and 
a0 her ſo violently, that ſhe fainted away in the Arms 
of ber Ladies; and did not recover till Don Carlos was ready 
to accoſt her. After the firſt Civilities were paſs d, theſe 
iluſtrious Perſons, being taken up in gazing on each 
cle gave over ſpeaking: And the reſt of the Company 
forbearing Diſcourſe out of reſpect, there was for ſome 
time a Silence very extraordinary on ſuch an occaſion, Don 
Carlos Was not (6) regularly handſome: But beſides an ad- 
miable Complexion, and the fineſt Head in the World, 


— — — c 
Wo! F ather Hilarion de Colle, 4 Minim, in bs Teuber on 
»he Queen, La 


0 Brant ome, in Philip The Servind, 0 
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10 Don CARL oS. 
he had Eyes ſo ſpritely and full of Fire, and ſo lively an 
Air, that it cou'd not be ſaid he was diſagreeable. He was 
immediately dazled with the Queen's Beauty; but the Con- 
ſideration of what he loſt in loſing. her, quickly chang d 
his Admiration into Grief: And foreſeeing what ſhe wou'd 
cauſe him to ſuffer, he came inſenſibly to look upon her 
with a ſort of Fear. In the mean time the Duke de In- 
Fantada imagining the Queen waited out of Civility, till 
Don Carlos wou d offer to go, and that the Prince out of 
Reſpect did the ſame by her, he put the Queen in mind of 
the Time, and drew them both out of a greater Perplexity - 
than he thought. The Prince having taken his Place in the 
Queen's. Coach, never took his Eyes off her the whole 
Way; having all the Convenience he cou'd; wiſh, to con · 
ſider her, and to ruin himſelf. The Queen obſerv d it im · 
mediately. A ſecret Sentiment, which ſhe cou d not com · 
mand, made her find a Pleaſure in ſeeing the Tranſports of 
Don Carlos. Yet ſhe durſt not look ſteadily on him; and 
he cou'd not look on her at firſt without trembling.;, But 
at laſt their Eyes, having for ſome time avoided each other, 
conftrain'd themſelves no longer, but met in the ſame, Point 
by Chance, and-cou'd never afterwards turn angtber Way. 
It was by thoſe faithful Interpreters that Don Carlos told 
the Queen all his Soul. He prepar d her, by a thouſand | 
| fad and paſſionate Looks, for the utmoſt Obſtinacy 46g 
Extent. of his Affection. His Heart was pain d with 
Secret, and torn with the Grief of his Misfortune, an 
cou d no longer forbear ſeeking for Eaſe: And as he 
thought he perceiv'd in the embarraſs'd Air of the Queen, 
that ſhe underſtood him; it imparted to him ſo ſenſible a 
Joy, that for ſome Moments he forgot his Fatber's Happi - 
nels, and his own Miſery, This Satisfaction gave 977 2 
Preſence of Mind, which he did not expect, at the 
| Meeting of the King and the Queen: But the · Prineeſe had 
enter'd into ſo profound a Thoughtfulneſs on the Road, 
that the Preſence of her Husband cou d not dra her out 
; of it, - When they TR at nn and the King r 
ex 
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her upon her doming © out of the Coach, after the firſt Co- 
remonies (uſual on the like Occaſions) (he begun to view 
him fixedly without reflecting on: what ſhe did; as if ſhe 
ſuſpected he had remark'd'the Confuſion in which ſhe was, 
The King, far from imagining the true Cauſe of her (a) 
Diſorder; ask'd her with a good deal of Peeviſhneſs, if ſhe 
Was obſerving that he had gray Hairs already? Theſe 
Words were Took'd - upon as- a” bad Omen by thoſe who 
Were preſent: And from that time it was concluded, that 
: the Union of two Perfons, ſo unſuitable in their Years, 
would not be happy. | 
THE Court of Spain, which had hiked the Wonders 
chat were reported of the Queen's Beauty, merely as the 
ordinary Exaggerations of the good Qualities of Princes; 
were amar d to find, that whatever was ſaid of it, came 
ſhort of che Truth. She was born à Beauty, and was at 
that time in all the Luſtre which the fair Bloom of Youth 
cod give a Perſom of perfect Charms. Every Beauty does 
not touch all ſorts of Hearts: But the Queen was equally 
-ador'd' both by the People and the Court. As often as ſhe 
-appear'd' in Publick ſhe made Triumphs; and it was ſo 
difficult to look upon ber Without loving, that eyen to 
this Day it is à Tradition in the Court of Spain, that no 
(5) wile Man wou'd venture to look her in the Face. In 
1 word; if Behuty'is 4 Kind of natural Royalty, it may be 
ic that never Queen was ſo much à Queen as ſhe. It 
was almoſt impaſtible; but the happy Man who poſſeſs d 
ſo many Graces muſt be charmd with em. Her whole 
Manner touchd him. He always obſerv'd in ber an at- 
tractiug.Sweetneſs, equally diſtant from the forbidding Se- 
verityi of the Spaniſh Ladies in publick; and their extrava- 
4 — rivate. ' Sometimes he admir d his own * 
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J co himſolf; for he thought: it did not becpme his Greaty 
nels, to let ſo young a —.— know his Weakneſs in the 
Paſſion he felt for her. If ſhe. had had at any time che 

leaſt Suſpicion of it, ſhe wou'd quickly have alter'd her 
Mind; when ſhe conſider d the little Confidence the King 
repos d in her, his auſtere Air, and his Regularity in con- 
fining all his Careſſes to the Night; as if he were afraid 
of heing ſeen hy ber in a Condition leſa grave, than that 
wherein he appear d to other People. This Conduct, ſo cold in 
Appearance, and ſo different from the agreeable Diſorder 
and Tranſports which generally accompany; Paſſions which 
are pleas d, did not anſwer the Idea the Queen had form d 
to herſelf, of the Life which a new-married. Pair, who 
were happy enough to love each other, ought to lead. She 

I cok d upon ber Husband therefore; as a Men whoſe Body 

>  Jnly ſhe poſſeſs d; but whoſe Soul was filbd alone with 

Dei 5 of Ambition, and Schemes of Paliticks. Net was 

of diminiſhing, increas d his Ardour : Whether it were 
That Poſleſſion, which ſatiates the Deſires. of moſt Huſ- 
bands, ſerv d only to provoke his, by the Diſcovery of 
ſome hidden Charms and Beauties unknown to him before; 
or whether the Myſtery.he made of his Love, redoubled 
the Violence of 1 now boon omg alive tt, 
Do CARLOS in the mean time was reſtleſs to 
know. how he ſtood in the Queens Opinian: For the 
when ſhe look d on him he faney d he pereei v d ſecret and 
| Earneſt I. anguor ia her Eyes, which he had not obſervid 
at other times; he durſt nat believe What he ſaw, To- 
great ſoever his Impatience was to be better inform'd, as 
the was ſeldom alone during the Nuptial Rejoyciugs, it 
was a long time before he con d diſcourſe with her in pri- 


e. But at loſt Fortune, 3ybo alten debght-in-furouring | 
eligns which muſt have a fatal Cataſtrophe, furniſh'd him 
© with ao Opportunity when be {eaſt expected itt. 
4H AS the King arriv'd in Spam but 4 little. before » the 
Queen, be had not yet paid the {aſt Honours: to the m- 
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peror's Corps, which was depoſited a few Day Journe 
from Madrid, in the Monaſtery of the Hieronymite rn 
where he ended his Days. The Queen was glad to ac- 
company her Husband thither, to ſee a Country which 
was repreſented to be the fineſt of all Spain. The Hiero- 
nxxmites of st. Juſtus are ſituated in a Valley, at the En- 
erance into Eſtramadura, which runs along the Banks of 
the Guadiana from the Frontier of Caftile to that of Portu- 
This Valley is ſurrounded with Hills of an extraor- 
diary Height, /whoſe leaſt fertile Places are fill d with thoſe 
ver · grerns which thrive only in hot Countries. A thou- 
ſand Brooks ſpring out of theſe Woods, and diſcharge them- 
ſelves, after many Windings, into the River which traver- 
ſes the Plain; and the Lands, which are water'd by ſuch a 
quantity of Streams, always produce an iafinite number of 
Orange Trees, Lemon Trees, and ſueh others as grow in 
this happy Climate. The Waters, in the greateſt Heat of 
Summer, yield ſuch a refreſhing Coolneſs, under the Shades 
of this Deſart, as all the Art of Men cannot make elſe- 
where: And the Verdure, with which they are adorn'd 
on each ſide, gives ſo lovely a Scene, that Painting never 
expreſt any thing ſo fine. The Court being arriv'd in this 
Solitude, which Charles the Fifth had render'd fo famous 
by his Retreat,' after having falfilfd the firſt Duties of 
Piety, the King wou d needs ſee a young Fryar, whom 
his Father lov id very much; and, among other things, was 
curious to learn the Reaſon of this Affection. He was in- 
form'd therefore, that the Emperor going one Morning in 
his turn to call up the other Fryars, he found this young 
Brother, who was yet a Novice, bury d in fo deep a Sum- 
ber, that he had much ado to make him fiſe: The Novice 
turning out at laſt with an ill Will, and ſtill half a-fleep, 
cou'd not forbear telling the Emperor, that he'ought to be 
ſatisfy d with having troubled the Repoſe of the World, white 
bie was in it; without coming alſo to trouble the Repoſe of 
thoſe who had left it, The Emperor was fo pleas'd with 
#his Saying, that he loyd him ever afterwards. After _— 
n | | Oc 
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other Diſcourſe, the Company divided themſelves in ſeveral 
Parts over this agreeable Deſart; and the Queen, whoi was 
fatigu d with the Journey, was left almoſt alone with Don 
Carlos. As thoſe who remain d with them were not of a 
Rank to, mingle. in the Converſation, Don Carlos, raviſh'd 
with the Opportunity, propos d to the Queen to: repole 
herſelf in A ſmall:OQrange Grove which was behind the 
Emperor's Apartment. They went thither: and the Prince; 
who was afraid of being interrupted; immediately begun 
the Converſation with a Freedom of Mind / vvhich ſurpriz d 
himſelf; and made the Queen almoſt diſmiſs the Suſpicion 
which ſhe had of his Deſign. He conjur'd her, not tobe 
in any Diſturbance at the things he had to ſay to her.; and 
to believe he wou d never occaſion her any other Pain, but 
that of hearing them. He , d her then to remember 
the Time when they were deſtin'd for each other, and to 
conſider; what Impreſſion ſuch charming Hopes muſt have 
made in his Heart. Tis eaſie for you to judge, Madam, 
| continu d he, that the Sight of you has not wipe d out that 
Impreſſion, and I am ſenſible it will never be effaced. At 
firſt the Queen cou 'd not help taking Pleaſure to ſee a Man 
poſſeſs d With Sentiments for her ſo Paſſionate, and ſuch 
as none haꝗ ever, dar d to diſcover to her before; but af+ 
ter wards reflecting on Don Carlos's Words, ſhe: compre+ 
hended the Force. of them ſo well, and they gave her ſo 
ad an Idea of the State of the unhappy Priace's Heart, 
that it exvited in her the higheſt Pity. She coafeſs d to 
him, that the Eſteem ſhe had conceiv'd: of him, while ſhe 
_ was, appointed to be his Wife, wou'd not permit her to 
regard without Grief what ſhe ſaw him ſuffer, nor to re- 
fuſe. him ſuch Conſolations as the cou'd! allow, without 
breaking in upon her Duty. The Prince! anſwer'd, That 
he pretended to no more than to ſee her and ſpeak to her; 
but the Queen, who perhaps was afraid he might ſay more 
than ſhe wou'd have him, roſe up at theſe Words, and 
ſtepping to the Prince of Parma and Rui Gomez who came 
towards them. only told Don Carlos, that if he was wiſe 
1 EE , V and 
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Don Ganrros If 
and lov'd her, he wou'd be careful to avoid her. Don 
Carlos was extreamly pleas'd at having declar'd his Paſſion, 
and his Mind appear'd as calm after this, as it was unquiet 
before, The Queen ſoon took Notice of it ; and as there 
is no Form under which Love does not diſguiſe itſelf to 
creep into a Heart, not even that of Reaſon and Virtue it 
ſelf ; fo ſhe thought herſelf oblig'd, both out of Prudence 
and Generoſity, to conceal the Prince's Paſſion, This be- 
ing her Opinion, ſhe cou d not forbear letting him know, 
that ſne look upon the Change of his Humour, as an ef- 
fect of his Diſcretion. Don Carlos took the Liberty to 
put her in Mind of it, the firſt time he ſpoke with her in 
private after the return of the Court to Madrid; and aſ- 
ſur'd her with the utmoſt Pleaſure, that there was no 
Humour or Behaviour ever ſo contrary to his Natural Ge- 
nius, which his Paſſion cou d not eaſily make him aſſume. 
After this they gladly unboſom'd themſelves without Re- 
ferve. Don Carlos related to the Queen all that paſs d in 
his Heart and Mind, ſince the firſt time he heard her men- 
tion d; and ſhe in return gave him the whole Hiftory of 
her Infancy, with a thouſand little Particularities, which 
took up all their Attention as agreeably, as they wou'd 
have been tedious to indifferent People. Only when ſhe 
came to ſpeak of their intended Marriage, ſhe did not 
dwell ſo largely on the Thoughts: ſhe: had on that Occaſi- 
on, as the Prince did in declaring; his; but the Conſtraint 


he perceiy d ſhe put upon herſelf to conceal them, told 
bim more than if ſhe. had ſpoken. It was in ſuch en- 
dearing Converſations that theſe illuſtrious Perſons paſs d 


the time hen they cou d be together; but Fortune, who 
was weary of favouring them, ingag'd Don Carlos in an 
Adventure which was the firſt Source of his Misfortunes. 
Of all the Ladies in whom the Beauty of the Queen 
rais d Euvy, there was none who had ſo much reaſon to 
hate her on this Account, as the Princeſs of Eboli. She 
was the handſomeſt and the moſt witty of the whole 
Court; and held the firſt Rank in it, as well for this 2 
DC - | on, 
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ſan, as becauſe Rui Gomæx, her Husband, was the King's 
Favourite, She was equally a Lover of Grandeur and Pleas 
ſures; and as ſhe protnis d herſelf every thing from the 
Charms both of her Perſon and Mind, ſhe had a Deſign 
at firſt upon the King's Heart. But the Queen's Beauty ha- 
ving defeated her Project, ſhe endeavourd to make Don 
Oarlos in love with her; not imagining to find the ame 
Obſtacle in the Heart of the Son, as hinder'd her from 
ſucceeding with the Father. Rui Gomer, as he was Go- 
vernor to the Prince, lodg'd in the ſame Apattment with 
him. The Princeſs of Eboli, his Wife, beſides this Op- 
portunity of ſeeing Don Carlos, had frequently an Occaſion 
of obliging him, by making him Friends with her Huſ- 
band, with whom he fell out every Day. Dan Curlot, 
who was very generous, and perceiv'd that ſhe zealouſly 
embraced his Intereſt, thought himſelf under great Obliga - 
tions to her, and therefore ſhew'd her extraordinary Ciui- 
Rty. Theſe favourable Diſpoſitions, making the. Princeſs 
hope the beſt from her Deſign, ſhe quickly found an Oc 
caſion of bringing Don Carlos to the Point ſne intended. 
THE Admifation he had fur the Queen gave him 4 
ſort of Contempt for all other Women; Beſides; every one 
knows'that young People of ſuch Quality naturally love to 
ſport with any Company; and the Flatrery of thoſe-who 
train” them up, actuſtoms them to this kind of offenſive 
Mierriment, inſtead of correRing it. Don Carlos, : who was 
not exempt from the Faults of his Age and Condition, and 
the Prince of Parma, who was ſtill younger and more unruly, 
_ having one Day play d at this Rate on ſome Women of tie 
firſt Quality, who complain d of it, the Princeſs of Eπα 
had much ado to keep Rui Gomez from ſpeaking of it to 
the King. Being alone the fame Evening with Don Carlos f 
in a Cloſet at her own Houſe, the began to reproach him | 
with the little Conſideration he had for the Ladies; and | 
after having railly'd him ſeveral times on this Subject, ſue 
| n the Friendſhip ſhe had for him muſt needs be 


_— great, 'to- — him Things of this Nature. The f 
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Prince, who did not perceive whither ſhe. was leading him, 
and who was oblig'd in Gratitude to make equal Profeſ- 
ſions of Friendſhip to her, anſwer'd with a Smile, that 
ſhe had more Reaſon than ſhe imagin'd to take his Part, 
ſince the little Regard. he had for other Women proceeded 
from her having engroſs d all the Eſteem he was capable 
ot for the whole Sex. The Princeſs, who was charm'd 
with theſe Words (which ſhe took for a Declaration of 
Love) anſwer'd him in ſuch a Manner as open'd his Eyes, 
and made him.know his good Fortune. At firſt be re- 
ſolv'd to make uſe of it. Never was Infidelity, he thought, 
more excuſable, than that he was going to commit. This 
Princeſs was one of thoſe. Ladies, who, without having 
all their Features exactly regular, have ſomething which 
touches more than many regular Beauties. But as dange- 
rous as ſhe was, Don Carlos's Paſſion for the Queen was 
ſtill greater. His Imagination repreſented her to him at 
that Inſtant, with thoſe Graces and that Sweetneſo, which 
made all other Beauties appear mean in Compariſon of hers; 
and this charming Idea caus d him ſuddenly to look upon 


the Princeſs with a Diſdain, which ſhe had no Reaſon to ex- 


pect. Howeyer, he receiv'd her Advances in the moſt ob- 
liging Manner he cou d, without complying with them. . 
But ſhe ſaw too well, that he deelard a Tenderneſs which 
he really had not. A Woman in this Condition never for- 
gets it; nor ever remembers it but with Rage, if ſhe has 
not Reaſon to remember it with Pleaſure. We ſhall ſee 
-bercafter the Effects which this Rage produced in the Prin- 
ceſs of Bool s Heart. But Love, that piey'd her Adven- 
ture, introduced a new Perſon on the Theatre of this Court, 
to repair Don Carlos's e... | | a 
- THIS was Don John of Auſtria, natural Son to the Em- 
peror Charles the Fifth, whom the King about this Time 
took out ot the Hands of a Spaniſh: Nobleman, who had 
-brought- him up as his own Son. Tho' this young Prince 
-had always belie vd Hirnſelf ſo, he had as much Pride and 
Ampition as if he had known what he truly was. W 5 
dv | t 


ww” 


þ * 1 


3 -Don Chxro's 


the Spaniard, who pafs d for his Father, threw himſelf at 
his Feet, | before he preſented} him to the King; Don Fobn 
lool d on him in that Poſture with as much Unconcetned- 
nel, as if be had for a long while expected this Change. 
Seeing nothing in the new Rank, to which he wäs eleva- 
"ted, above his Courage, he vas not a whit daunted with it; 
and all: the Court faw with Admiration the Son of Don 
Lewis Quiſciads accuſtom himſelf in half an Hour to be 
the Son of an Emperor. 
Tals new Prince not being of a Eldibg to take th 
chetelſieys: Precautions for defending his Heart againſt the 
Charms of the Queen, fell in Love with her as ſoon as 
he ſaw: her. Whether it were that this Paſſion flatter'd his 
Vanity, or that he hop'd it might prove ſerviceable to pro- 
mote his Fortune, he did not ſtrive to cure himfelf of it 
in the leaſt. As he was naturally a Diſſembler, it was eaſy 
for him to hide his Application about the Queen, under the 
Pretence of making his Court. His Affiduity ſoon made 
Don Curlos uneaſy; and tho the Queen wob'd fain have 
perſuaded: him ſhe was glad this Obſtacle render d their Diſ- 
courſes leſs. fret, becauſe ſhe ſhou'd thereby become kefs 
expos d to his Tenderneſs; yet from that time ſhe enter- 
tain'd an Averſion for Don e the Reaſon of which ſhe 
did not care. to examine, 

'THERE is no Occurrence of Life, in which Diff 
ene is of ſo much Uſe as in Love, nor in which it is 
more difficult. to diſſemble. The Prince cou d not be 'ak 
ways ſo abſolute a Maſter of his Diſpleaſure, when the 
Preſence of Dj Fohn incommoded bim, but that the other 
begun at laſt to perceive ſomething of it. As nothing is 
ſo penetrating as the Eyes of a Rival, he ſoon guels'd the 
Subject. The Knowledge of it excited in him an extreme 
Curioſity to learn, whether the Prince's Paſſion was known 
to the Perſon who caus'd it; and whether ſhe return'd it. 
To get Light into this Affair, he refoly'd to pretend Love 
to a French Woman belonging to the Queen, who was 
TEN „ this Feint appear probable, — 

Who 


. 


q 


:Don.CumnDmas wu 


who ſeem'd to be more in her Favour than her other Wo- 
men. He omitted nothing which was in his Power to 
corrupt her, but he cou'd not get out of her the Secret of 
her Miſtreſs, which indeed ſhe was ignorant of: For the 
Queen was ſo far from entruſting it to any Body, that 
ſhe wou'd willingly have hid it from herſelf, He us d the 
Pretence of diſcourſing with this Lady, in order to leave 
Don Carlos alone with the Queen, and thereby became in- 
ſenſibly as favourable to them, as he was the contrary be- 
fore. He thought if-they had an Underſtanding together, 
he ſhou'd diſcover nothing by mixing in their Converſation, 
ſince they wou'd be upon their Guard againſt him; and 
that his Aſſiduity wou'd but render him more odious, and 
remove him the farther from their Confidence, into which 
he paſſionately wiſh'd to enter. The Queea appear'd 
ſo reſery'd, that he deſpair'd of inſinuating himſelf into 
hers; and therefore he propos'd to gain that of the Prince, 
whoſe frank and open Nature promis'd. bim leſs Difficulty. 


With this Reſolution he chang'd his Conduct with regard 
to him entirely. He no longer us'd the Familiarity, which 
the Quality of an Uncle gave him, but became the moſt 
reſpectful of all his Courtiers. He manag'd fo skillfully all 


Occaſions of remarking the good Qualities of Don Carlos, 


that the Prince, who did not ſuſpect this Eſteem of Flat- 


tery, becauſe he was conſcious he deſerv'd it, came by 


Degrees to believe that his Uncle lov'd him; and at length 
-put-a great deal of Confidence in him. But as the Con- 
fidence of a Man of Honour, who truly loves, never ex- 
.tends ſo far as to diſcloſe the Secret of his Love when he 


is well receiv'd; the Prince truſted every thing to his Un- 

cle, except the only thing which he wanted to know. 
DON. FO EN being in Deſpair at having made no 

Diſcovery, reſolv'd to take the Advice of ſome Perſon, who 


had more Experience in ſuch Affairs than bimſelf. As he 


was the fineſt and handſomeſt Prince in Europe, the Prin- 


ceſs of Eboli lik d him at firſt Sight, little thinking that the 


Queen yas to poye fatal 0 al her Deligns, However th 
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did not entirely hinder this laſt, as ſhe had done the reſt. 
Don John was one of thoſe Men who are of ſo happy a 
Temper as to be ſenſible of Beauty, only in Proſpect of 
the Pleaſure it may give them; and that of the Princeſs 

Eboli, which promis'd a great deal, touch'd atleaſt his Senſes, 

if it did not reach quite to his Heart, like that of the 

Queen. Beſides, he look'd on the Princeſs as a Perſon whoſe 

Advice might be of Service, in a Court where every thing 
was new to him. He prevented, by his earneſt Aſſiduities, 

the Marks of good Will which ſhe ſought to give him; 

and appear'd/ tranſported with ſo much Joy at the firſt 

Signs he perceiv'd of it, that ſhe rightly judg'd he wou'd 

return greater with Ardor. Thus in a little time they form'd 

an Intimacy, which was ſo much the more fceable, as 
the Heart was not enough concern'd to ivr) | Pleaſures 


of it with the Jealouſies, and other uneaſy Niceties, which 
ſtrong Paſſions i: Pire. "0 
DON 70 living in this Manner with | inceſs 
i bold to open himſelf to her, what 
he kr ; Carlos's Pailion ne may na- 
gine ecety'd News. 2 was ſq 
full o | Intereſt that Don 
4 t! een. She advis d. him 
only . LO O 1 7, becauſe, as cir- 
cum 7 ; Feopie may be, it is lible for them not 
to forg. | n they are really in 
Love. As | | 12 the Intereſt he might 
have in this All. ded. the Earneſtneſs i 
Which the promis u | „d, without di- 
ving further into the Ma. It \ Effect of t. 
Complaiſance ſnhe had for hin., the ordinary ( 


olity of her Sex. It is probable, \. 
Penetration wou'd have ſoon diſcover o, 
ſo much concern'd to know; had it not bec. 

cident which broke all their Meaſures, by remoy. 
Carlos from Court, and which cannot be well under ii. 
without taking Things pretty far backwards. 
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AMONG the Reports that were ſpread 

about the Emperor's (a) Retreat, the moſt ſu 

that the continual Intercourſe - he had with Pi 

Germany had given him an Inclination for thei: 

and that he hid himſelf in a Solitude, in order 

he Liberty to end his Days in Exerciſes of Piety confor 

ſe Ito his ſecret Diſpoſitions. It was ſaid, that he cou'd . 

g forgive himſelf the ill Treatment he had ſhewn the brave 
„ Princes of that Party, whom the Fortune of War had put 
into his Power, Their Virtue, which in the midſt of 

ſt their Calamities caſt a Shame on his Proſperity, had inſen- 
ſibly produced in his Mind a certain Eſteem for their Opi- 
nions. He durſt no longer condemn a Religion, to which 
ſuch illuſtrious Perſons made a Glory of ſacrificing all that 
is moſt precious among Men. This Eſteem appear'd by 
his chuſing for his ſpiritual Guidance, a Set of Men who 
were every one ſuſpected of Hereſy; as Dr. Cacalla his 
Preacher, the Arch-Biſhop of Toledo, and eſpecially Conſtantine 
Ponce, Biſhop of Droſſa, his Director. It was alſo know.] n 
If afterwards, that the Cell in which he dy d at the Monaſtery - 
of St. Jaſtus, was filld all round on the Side of the Wall 
with Sentences written with his own Hand, concerning 
Juſtiſication and Grace, not very different from the Doctrine 
of the Innovators. But nothing confirm'd this Opinion ſo 
much as his Will: There were no pious Legacies in it, no 
Religious Foundations; and the Manner of it was ſo diffe- 
rent from thoſe of hearty Catholicks, that the Spaniſh In- 

'  quifition thought they had a Right to take notice of it. 
| Yet they did not dare to make'a Noife about it, till after 
the King's Arrival. But this Prince having ſignaliz d him- 
ſelf at his coming into Spain, by puniſhing all the Parti- 
ans of the new Opinions, the Inquiſition grew bolder by 
is Example, and firſt attack'd the Arch-Biſhop of Toledo, 
ext the Emperor's Preacher, and laſtly Conſtantine Ponce. 
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, luffer'd-them, all three to be impriſon'd, 


,ailition thought proper to accuſe theſe three Men of hay- 
ing a Hand in the Emperor's Will, and had the Daring to 
condemn them with the; Will it ſelf to the Fire. The 


King was awaken d at this Sentence, as by a Clap of Thun- 


der. At firſt the Jealouſy he had of his Father's Glory, 
made him take a Pleaſure in ſeeing his Memory inſulted 
by this Affront; but having afterwards conſider d the Con- 

uences of ſuch an Attempt, be hinder d the Execution 
of it by the ſofteſt, and moſt private Methods he cou'd 
chuſe; at once to ſave the Honcur of the Holy Office, and 
to pteſerve the Authority of their Tribunal unhurt. As for 
Don Carla, upon the firſt News he heard of it, he treated 
the Affair with Raillery; but ſeeing the Inquiſition purſue 
the Blow, he conceiv'd.an ladignation becoming what he 
ow'd. the Emperor's Memory, To. underſtand the Reaſon 


of the particular Intereſt he togk. in this Matter, it muſt 


ba greperpber's, that t Emperor. who, among other be. 
ing Men, had form'd extraordinary Hopes of his Grand- 
Son. When he retir d into Spain, he wou d have him ner 
his Perſon: And it was in this excellent School of Wiſdom 
and Magnanimity, that Don Carlos became confirm'd in his. 
natural Love of Glory and heroick Virtue. The Deſire he 
bad of worthily anſwering | the Pains, of his auguſt Pre- 
ceptor, had in ſome fort ripen'd. his Underſtanding beyond 


his Vears, and made it produce Fruits not to be expected 


in ſuch a Seaſon. The Emperor knew how to manage 
the eager and fiery Diſpoſition of the Prince with ſo much 
Art and Gentleneſs, that he had viſibly corrected it in a ve» 
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ſy upon his Patience as the Maſter: piece of 

true Religion: But the reſt of Europe cou d 

at Horror the Emperor Charles's Confeſlor, 

uns that Prince expir d, and who had as it were 

2 great a Soul in his Boſom, deliver d over to the 

vel and infamous Torments by the Hands of the 
g his Son. In effect, as the Proceſs went on, the In- 
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ry ſmall Time. But as it was to be fear d, this extraor- 
dinary Ardor of Mind might take ſome unhappy Bent, if 
he attempted to ſuppreſs it entirely; he gave it all the 
Spring that was neceſſary, by: turning it on the Side of 
Glory, all the Charms of which this judicious Tutor may 
be ſaid to have reſign'd to the Violence of his Pupil's De- 
I T is eaſy to judge, that this Education had inſpir d in 
to Don Carlos a wonderful Affection for the Emperor, his 
Grandfather; and that it was attacking the Prince in the 
moſt ſenſible: Place, to endeavour to blemiſn his Memory. 
Don John and the Prince of Parma, who were alſo inte- 
reſted in the Honour of the illuſtrious Dead, were not leſs 1 
provok d. All three blam'd: the King's Weakneſs, who { 
had not reſiſted the Inſolence of the lInquiſitors as fiercely 4 
as they cau'd have wiſh'd; and entertain d ſuch a Contempt 
for him on this Arcount, as ended not: but with their | 
Lives. As they were too ydung to comprebend, that even -Y 
the moſt; abſolute! Kings have no Rights which are ſo ſa- 
cred in the Eyes of the People. as thoſe of Religion, theß 
ſpoke 'publickly of this Act of the Inquiſition, with all 
the Paſſion that Perſons of their Quality cou'd have on ſo 
Juſt an Occaſion, and menaced to exterminate. the Holy 
Office with its Support. The People, who came ta the 
Knowledge of theſe Threatnings by the Artifice of the In- 
quiſitors, and who, ſince their Eſtabliſnment, had never 
ſeen any thing like this, iſhew'd the Þtmoſt, Reſentment. 
The King ſuw at firſt the Conſequences of their -Indigna- - - 
tion: But as he was inform 'd the Princes forgot themſelyes 
ſo far as to cenſure bis own Conduct, he wou d not ſpeak of 
this Matter to them himſelf, leſt he ſhou'd receive ſome 
diſreſpectful Anſwer, | Rui Gomez, whom he eharg d with | 
this: Commiſſion; acquitted; bimſelf of it with all the Vi- 
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and the Prince of Parma, who were naturally more Ma- 
ſters of themſelves. than Don Carlos was, yielded to his 


Remonſtrances. As Ambition was their predominant Paſ- 3 
F ſion 
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on, they ſnew'd all the Grief imaginable for having put 
v. confiderable an Obſtacle to their Fortunes, as drawing 
on themſelves the Odium of the Inquiſitors, and of the 
ople who were led by them. The Prince, on the con- 
y, whaſe natural. Temper was irritated by Difficulties, 
d never conceive that he was in the Wrong. In the 
n Time Dr. Cacalla was burnt alive, together with an 
ge repreſenting Conſtantine Ponce, who dy'd ſome Days 
Px inithe Priſon. The King was forced to ſuffer::this 
Execution, to - oblige the Holy Office to conſent that the 
Archbiſhop of Toledo might appeal to Rowe, and not to 
rank: any more of the Emperor's Will. 

THIS Accommodation appeas'd Don Cavlos, but did 
not appeaſe the Inquiſitors. As this Set of Men never for- 
give, they excited ſuch loud Murmurs among the Populace, 
that what Care ſoever the King took to the contrary, he 

coud net quiet the Noiſe, but by ſending: the Princes for 
ſome Time Hot of the Way, The Uni of Alaala 
was then in i 5 Splendor, and all the conſiderable 
Perſons who to Spain viſited it. The King preten- 
ded that the Princes has the ſame Curioſity, and haſten d 
their Journey thither under Pretext, that the Prince of 
Parma was ſhortly: to depart, under the Conduct of Count 

in order to be marry'd in Flanders. When Don 
Carb} underſtood this Reſolution, and ſaw' he muſt quit 
the Queen: he begun to perceive the Abyſs which was 


before him; and the' Intereſt of his Love drew that Re- 


es for his Conduct from his Soul, which the Regard 
of his Safety and his Grandeur coud never have done. 
The King who could not live without Rai Gomez, obli 
the Count of Egmond to ſupply the Place of this Favourite 
with the Princes during the Journey to Alcala, This 
Count was one of the — acgompliſh'd:Captains' of the 
Age. He was cover'd with the Laurels he had acquir'd in 
the laſt War, at the Battles of St. Quintin and Gradelinss; 


and of all the great Men, which the School of Charles the 
| Fifth had form'd, none had a greater Share in the Empe: 
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ror's Eſteem. The Dutcheſs of Parma forclaw the Storm, 
that was ſince rais d in the Provinces which the King her 
Brother had entruſted to her Government. - She thought 
it proper to repreſent to him the Inconveniences that were 
to be apprehended from the Innovations he was deſirous 
to introduce there. His Commiſſion requir'd a Man of 
the Quality and Profeſſion of Count Efm0vd, who was 
accuſtom'd to ſpeak to Princes with that noble Liberty 
which is ſo uſeful to them, and of which ſo few are ca- 
pable. Don Carlos, who naturally lov'd extraordinary Men, 
prevail'd on the Prince during their Journey to give a Re- 


lation of the laſt Battel where he had commanded. The 


Count being charm'd with his Curioſity, fatisfy'd it fully: 
And Don Carlos ſhew'd an extreme Impatience to ſee him- 


ſelf in a Condition of acting things like thoſe he had heard. 


He aſſur'd the Count, that if the Troubles of Flanders 
came to an open War, as the Governante ſeem'd to ap- 
prehend, nothing ſhou'd hinder him from going to thoſe 
Provinces, that he might learn the Art of War under 
him, eq 1 T- | | 

THE Journey of the Princes was not. long. The 
City of Alcala preſented to Don Carlos a Horſe of great 
Price, but as furious as he was fine. The Prince wanted 
to ſee him manag d, but was not. pleas'd with any of 
thoſe that went about it, and wou d needs mount him him- 
ſelf. This Horſe, who was already in a Chafe, flew in- 
to a Rage after the Prince had exercis d him a little, and 


ran away ſo violently, that Don Carlos thought it beſt to 


throw himſelf off; but he did it ſo unhappily, that he re- 
main'd for Dead on the Place: And tho' he came to him- 
{lf ſome Hours after, yet when the Surgeons examin'd a 
Wound he had receiv'd in his Head, they deſpair'd of his 
Life. In this, Extremity he ſent the Marqueſs of Poſa, his 
Favourite, to carry his laſt Farewell to the Queen. The 


Princeſs of Eboli waited on her Majeſty at the firſt Noiſe 


of this Accident, to obſerve in what Manner ſhe receiv'd 
it. The Queen's Diſſimulation, who was not prepar'd ior 
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fo ſevere'a Tryal, fail'd: her on theſe News: And tho her 
Mouth,  accuſtom'd to ſpeak little, did not permit her 
Grief to declare itſelf by Complaints, yet her Silence and 
her Amazement declar'd it more than all the Words in the 
World cou'd have done. Nevertheleſs, as great as her Af- 
fliction might appear to be, there had always been obſerv'd 
ſo much Friendſhip between her and Don Carlos, that no. 
Body was ſurpriz d at it: But the Princeſs of Eboli, who 
underſtood nothing but Love, cou'd not conceive” that the 
Queen's Deſpair was an Effe& of Friendſhip alone, - The 
People in the mean while, being inſpir'd by the Inquifitors, 
ſhew'd no Concern for this Misfortune. They conſider'd it, 
on the contrary, as a manifeſt Puniſhment from Heaven of 
Don Carlos's Impiety. The Queen, who thought ſhe had 
nothing further to manage, cou'd not deny herſelf the fad 
Conſolation of letting the Prince know, in what a wretch- 
ed Condition he left her, She wrote to him therefore all 
the tender and moving Things 'which Friendſhip and De- 
ſpair cou'd ſuggeſt, and ſent back the Marqueſs of Poſa 
with Orders to bring the Letter to her again immediately, 
if Don Carlos ſhou'd' happen to be dead, before he reach'd 
MET $109 8 LP . ĩ 

THIS. Letter fill'd. the Prince's Soul with ſuch an ex- 


= 


traordinary Joy, that it reſtor'd him to Life. As ſoon as 


he was out of Danger, the King caus'd him to be brought 


to Madrul, ſuppbſing the Animoſity of the People might 
be appens d by this cruel Adventure. The firſt time the 
Queen ſaw Don Carlos, ſhe ask d him' for her Letter; but 


whatever Endeavours ſhe us d to get it again, the Prince, 
to vrhom this Mark of Affection was dearer than the Life 
it gave him, wou d never part with it; little thinking that 
this very Letter ſhou'd one Day diſpoſe of his Life. 
HE found the Queen with Child at his return, This 
incens'd him to ſuch a Degree, and his Complaints about 
it were ſo extravagant and unreaſonable, that any other but 
herſelf ' wou'd have thought him diſtracted. While he was 
under Cure, ſhe was brought to Bed of the illuſtrious Arch- 
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Dutcheſs of Flanders, who inherited her Beauty and her 
Wit, no leſs than her Name. Not long after, ſhe fell dan- 
geroufly Ill of the Small-Pox; but the Prayers of her Sub- 
were ſo prevailing, that ſhe recover'd not only with 
more Health, but even with more Beauty than (a) before. 
Don Carlos had ſcarcely time to wiſh her Joy of it, when 
ſhe was oblig'd to depart for Bayonne, whither the Court 
of France was advanced: to receive her; and where the 
Charms of her Conver ſation, and the Wiſdom of her Con- 
duct producet no leſs Admiration in all Mens Minds, than 
her Beauty caus'd\Diſorder in their Hearts, Don Carlos ſaw 
with all the Vexation imaginable theſe various Obſtacles, 
which Fortune produced one after another, to interrupt his 
Intimacy with the Queen; ſince this laſt Journey, after 
| WH which he thought he had nothing to fear, involv'd them 
in an Affair, which difturb'd the Pleaſure of thcle Lives, 
* Impediments which never ceas d. 
i (6) THE Queen of Navarre, Fane 4 Ares, Widow 
eto King Anthony, had fome time before declar'd herſelf of 
che new Religion; and govera'd her Subjects with a Piety | 
I WH which was an Example to all of her Sect, and with ſuch 
Juſtice, that perhaps the like was never known in the 
Court of any King, Her Son, whom: ſhe educated in the 
ſime Perſuaſion, was from that time look d upon by the 
Proteſtants of France as their Protector. The Spaniards in 
the mean while conſidering the Pretenſions of this Houſe 
upon the higher Navarre were fallen into the Hands of this 
Youth, who was brought up in an hereditary Averſion to 
them, imbitter d alſo by the Difference of Religions, and 
ſupported by ſo formidable a Party as the Hugonots then 
vere, in order to rid themſelves of all thoſe Fears, reſoſyd 
to ſeiae upon this young Prince, the Queen his Mother, 
and the b ps viral in _ Midſt of their enen 
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and tranſport them to Spain, and deliver them into the 
Hands of the Inquiſition. The Heads of the Catholick Par- 
ty in France, who had an Underſtanding with the Duke 
of Alba, that they might deprive the Hugonot Party of ſo 
ftrong a Support as that of this Family, gladly engag'd to 
contribute Whatever was in their Power, to make this 
Enterpriſe ſucceed. | | | 0 
A famous Ruffian, call d Captain Dominic, a Native of 
Bearn, was commiſſion'd to execute this Project, on ac- 
count of the perfect Knowledge he had of the Country. 
A Detachment of the Troops, which were then waiting 
at Barcelona for a fair Wind to paſs over to Barbary, were 
to advance as far as Tarragona, from which City it was 


 eafy for a conſiderable Body of Horſe to march ſecretly ' 


through the Mountains, and ſurpriſe the Queen with her 
Children at Pau in Bearn, where they made their Reſi- 
dence, and where they had ſcarcely any other Guard than 
the Hearts of their Subjects. But the great Things which 
Deſtiny ordain'd for this young (a) Prince, render d vain fo 
well · concerted an Attempt. He was reſerv'd to be one 


Tay the Reſtorer of France, and the Terror of Spain. A 
little while before the Journey to Bayonne Captain Dominic 


aſſiſted by ſome French Governors on the Frontiers, who 
depended on thoſe by whom he was employ d: had diſpos d 
every thing neceſſary for executing his Deſign; after which 
be went into Spain to receive Orders from the Duke of 
Alba for cauſing the Troops that were appointed to effect 
it, to advance. The Duke, who was then at Alba, ha- 
ving conferr'd with him, ſent him to the King who held 
an Aſſembly of the States at Mouſon. In going thither the 
Captain fell dangerouſly ill, and was forced to ſtop at Ma- 
arid, through he was oblig'd to paſs; During his Sickneſs 
he was ſupply'd with every Thing by a French Man of the 


fame Country with himſelf, and who was one of the 
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Queen's Domeſticks. Not knowing how to ſhew hi; 
Gratitude ſufficiently, it eſcap'd him one Day to ſay, that 
his Life was of greater Importance than it ſeem'd, and 
that the Care he had taken about him ſneu'd be one Pay 
magnificently rewarded. Theſe Words were pronounced 
with ſuch an Air, as made it judg'd that they had ſome 
extraordinary Foundation; and they rais'd a Curioſity in his 
Friend, to penetrate into the Myſtery they might contain. 
The Captain cou'd refuſe nothing to a Man, to whom 


he believ'd he ow'd his Life; and whether it were, that 


the Fear of Death had inſpir d him with ſome Remorſe 
for his Crime, or his Deſtemper had diſorder'd his Head, 
he paid him for the Services he had done him, with this 


invaluable Secret. That very ſame Day his Friend gave an 


Account of the Matter to the Queen his Miſtreſs, who 
was at Madrid, and who liv'd in the ſtricteſt Frindſhip 
with the Queen of Navarre. At the Recital of this hor» 


rible Conſpiracy, ſhe cou'd not refrain from Tears; and 


while the Captain was under Cure, or buſy in regulating 
his Meaſures. with the King, ſhe ſent Notice of it to Bearu, 
and to Bourdeaux, where the Queen her Mother then was, 
The Buſineſs being thus diſconcerted, the Queen, who 
was conducted by the Duke of Alba, went to join 
the Court of Frauce at Bayonue. That Court was divided 
into two Factions, who hated each other almoſt as much 
as both of them did the Hugonots their common Enemies. 
Tho” they were both Catholicks, yet one of them wou'd 
particularly engroſs that Title to it ſelf. It was that of 
which the Duke of Aba's Friends, the firſt Contrivers of 
the Conſpiracy of Bearx, were the Chiefs. As they were al- 
ready laying the Foundations ot the League, which appear'd 


ten Years afterwards, they were cloſely united with the 


Spaniards. But it was not ſo with the other Faction, which 
was that of the King, and of which the Queen Mother, 
Katharine de Medicis, was the Head. Independance was the 
ſole End of this Woman's Conduct. She knew that all 
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ſtrict Ties between the French and the Spaniardi, were fo 
many Links of Slavery; and therefore ſne placed no more 
Confidence in the King her Son- in- v, or his Miniſters, 
than what Decorum oblig'd her to do. Yet as reſerv'd as 
The was, the Duke of Alba's Accomplices, who had a 
familiar Intelligence with her on account of other Intrigues, 
employ'd fo many Machines at this Interview of Bayonne, 
and planted ſo many Spies about her, that at laſt they diſ- 
cover d it was the Queen of Spain who had ruin'd their 
Delign. But they cou'd never conceive how this Thing 
came to her Knowledge. The Duke of Alba cou'd-not be 
Peiſuaded, that a young Woman was capable of ſo bold 
and artful a Step. He had always ſuſpeQed the Intimacy 
between her and Don Carlos, becauſe he knew the Prince 
hated him naturally. He concluded that ſhe had done no- 
thing but in concert with him: And as'there is hardly any 
Pain ſo ſenſible, as that of having committed a great' Crime 
In vain, he took ſo ſtrong a Reſolution of being reveng'd 
on them, that he at laſt accompliſh'd it. Don Carlos how- 
ever knew nothing of this Conſpiracy before the Journey 
to Bayonne; but, after the Thing came to be divulg'd, the 
Queen own'd the Truth of it to him. The Prince being 
ſtruck with the Horror of ſuch an .Undertaking, cou'd 
not forbear ſaying in the Preſence of Don John and the 
Princeſs of Eboli, that he wou'd one Day ſeverely puniſh 
thoſe, who gave the King ſuch infamous (a) Counſels. 
The Duke of Alba was known by all the World for the 
Author of the Plot, and the King did nothing without the 
Advice of Rui Gomez, ſo that theſe Menaces cou'd only 
regard theſe two Miniſters ; and the Princeſs of Bboli ha- 
vi ig told the Matter to her Husband, this Favourite thought 
ir high time to fortify bimſelf againſt the Authority, which 
the Prince's Age began to give him. SOT” 
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THESE two Miniſters ſhar d the Favour of the Court 


equally; only with this Difference, that one might ſay the 
Duke of Alba was Favourite to the King, and Rui Gomex 


Favourite to Phillip. This, Concurrence had ſometimes (et 


them at odds, but their common Intereſt united them on 
this Occation, The Duke of Alba, who povern'd all 
that concern'd the Army abſolutely, knowing the Prince's 
martial Inclination, was afraid he might diminiſh his Au- 
thority at the firſt Opportunity which happen'd for a War, 
and might deſire to have the Management of it himſelf, 
He was perſuaded alſo that Don Carlos wou'd never forgive 
him a thing which paſt berweea them ſome Years be- 
fore. 


HE King: had (a) aſſembled the States of nen 


to have his Son acknowledg'd there in the Quality of law- 
ful Succeſſor of Spain, with all its Dependencies, In this 
Ceremony the Turn being come for the Duke of Alba to 
ſwear Fealty, the Herald calld upon him three times to no 


Purpoſe. The Moment after, he preſented himſelf out ot 


his Rank to diſcharge his Duty, and Don Carlos puſh'd 
him back with Reſentment: But the Duke having excus d 
himſeif by reaſon of the extraordinary Occupations which 
his Employment of Great Maſter of the Houſhold had of 
Neceſſity occaſion d him that Day, the King oblig'd the 
Prince to receive his Submiſſion. As for Rui Gomez, ſince 
he abſolutely diſpos'd of all Affairs relating to Juſtice and 
the Finances, he was afraid, that the Prince, who naturally 
joy d to give, ſhou'd affect for the future to beſtow Favours 
himſelf, and thereby leave others only the Merit of execu- 
ting his Commands. He had been Governor to Don Car- 
los, and cou'd not ſatisfy the King, to whom he was 
wholly devoted, but by treating the Prince with the fame 


Rigor "wich which the King treated him himſelt. As this 


auſtere Conduct was the true Origine of the Antipathy Don 


3 
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Carlos had for his Father, it is neceſſary to relate ſome 
Examples of it, tho ſome what low perhaps and childiſh. 
Don Carlos (a) having ſcarcely atcain'd the Age of Reaſon, 
the Queen of Bohemia his Aunt, who liv'd then in Spain, 
made one of his Pages, whom he beſt lov'd, to be chaſtis'd 
for a very trivial Faule. As the Prince was even then vio- 
lent in his Paſſions, he complain'd of this Matter to her 
with a good deal of Sharpneſs ; and this Princeſs having 
threatned him with a Whipping if he did not hold his 
ongue ; Don Carlos, who cou'd not be more ſenſibly af- 
Fon than in being treated as a Child, was ſo inrag'd at 
this Menace that he gave her a Box on the Ear. As ſoon 
as ſhe left him he reflected en what he had done, and was 
extremely diſtrub'd about it, when the Steward of his 
Houſhold came to him all in Tears. Don Carlos, who, 
even at that Age, ſuſpected all extraordinary Objects, de- 
manded the occaſion of his Tears; and was anſwer d, that 
his Father had been inform'd of his Crime, and had con- 
demn'd him to die. They who were preſent remark'd, that 
he receiv'd this News with Surprize, yet without any other 
Mark of Fear than only asking whether he could not have 
2 Pardon. Some went to beg it, and came back imme- 
diately to tell him it was obtain d; but on condition he 
ſhou'd loſe the Hand with which he ſtruck the Queen. 
Upon which he bluntly cry'd out, It will be a fine ſight to 
fee a Left-handed King. They remonſtrated to him, that 
he ought to think himſelf happy in coming off ſo ; but 
one of the Company having repreſented to him in private, 
that if he ſubmitted to ſome Puniſhment, his Father might 
be touch'd with Compaſſion, he was pleas'd with this Ad- 
vice; and ſent to beg of Cardinal Spinoſa to come and 
whip him, which he wou'd never have otherwiſe agreed 
to, | 5 


{s) Hugo Bloſius, 4 Flemiſh Lawyer, 7 his Actoma. 
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SOME Years after, upon recovering from a Sickneſs 
under which he labour d, the King taking him aſide to give 
- kim a ſevere Reprimand; Don Carlos, who thought him - 
ſelf blam'd unjuſtly, was fo violently (a) concern'd at what 
his Father ſaid to him, that he relaps'd into his Fever that 
very Moment. So harſh an Education had accuſtom'd;: 
the Prince to ſee all his Sentiments and: Inclinations con- 
tradicted. As he was of a Humour quite different from 
that of his Father, he did not commonly behave himſelf in 
ſuch a manner as the King cou'd have wifh'd, which was 
the Reaſon that Ni Gomez had often apply'd to have him 
taken from under his Care. He was afraid leſt the King, 
after the general Cuſtom of Fathers, ſhou'd at laſt come to- 
lay to his Charge the {mall Satis faction he had in his Son. 
But this Favourite was not aware, that Perſons of his Ma- 
ſter's Temper, who have a high Opinion of their own Pe- 
netration, and value themſelves on their Conſtancy, wou'd; 
ſooner condemn their Children a thouſand: times, than 
blame a Tutor of their own chuſing; and are leſs afraid 
of appearing unhappy in their Family, than miſtaken in 
their Judgment. Rui Gomez. perceiving the King's Obſti · 
nacy to continue him in this Charge, had treated Don Car- 
bs with all the Rigour imaginable, as if this were the way to- 
juſtify himſelf in relation to the ill Conduct of the young 
Prince. And therefore he judg'd very rightly, that he had: 
| every thing to apprehend from the Reſentments of his Diſ- 

eiple; and being alſo ſolicited by his Wife, who, under 
Pretence of conſulting her Husband's Security, reveng'd her 
flighted Favours, he made all poſſible Advances to-oblige- 
the Duke of Alba to enter into a ſtrict Combination with. 
him againſt Den Carlos; and inform'd the Duke of his- 
Menaces. How hearty ſoever the Princeſs of Eboli appear'd: 
in this Afﬀair, yet her Husband, who ſuſpected all her Ap- 
plication, did not think fit to commit the. Secret of it to- 
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her. Neither did ſhe on her part acquaint him with all 
that ſhe imagin'd ſhe knew uf the Intimacy between Don 
Carlos and the Queen. But Rwi. Gomez, wha had a piercing 
Genius, reflecting by himſelf on what ſhe bad told him 
of it, quickly divin d the reſt. Under what Idea ſocyer he 
repreſented this Intimacy to himſelf, he eoud form no No- 
tion of it, in which Love had not a Part. A thouſand 
things which he had not heeded when they were tranſact- 
ed, occurr d to his Memory. He then remember d to have 


remark'd, that whenever the Queen was ſpoken of in Don 


Carlos's Preſence, the Prince look d at thoſe Who ſpoke, 4s 
if he fear d they had been obſerving him all the time, and 


that what they ſaid of her was only to try him. On other 


Occaſions, when the whole Company ſeem d to outvie 


each other who ſhou'd praiſe the Queen moſt, Don Carlos 


did not praiſe her equally in his turn. Vet whenever he 


was under a Neceſſity to ſpeak of: her, he was always: g- 


fraid. to ſay too little: And his Mouth, which was not ac- 


cuſtomd to diſguiſe the Sentiments of his Heart, very ill 


per form d an Office to which it; wras not us di Rai Gown 


eonfider'd farther, that tho the Prince ſhew'd-no regard for 
any Women, he appear'd before the Queen with a Sweet- 


neſs and Complaiſance that never fail'd him at ſuch a time, 
and made him perfectly another Man to ſuch as underſtood 


bis Temper. In a word, it was no difficult thing to be- 


heve, that the ſurpriſing Beauty of this Princeſs, from 
which the moſt In ſenſible were forced to turn away their 
Eyes, and againſt which the wiſeſt of the old -Gourtiers 
had much to do to defend their Reafon, ſnoud make upon 
4 young Prince's Heart, who ſaw her familiarly every Day, 
the ſame Impreſſions ſne had made on-all others. Rui Go- 
mex was confirm'd in this Opinion, by communieating it 
to the Duke of Alba, from whom he fancy'd. he ought 
not to conceal it. As it commonly happens, that when 


one has diſcover'd ſome part of a ſecret Affair, the Deſire 
of knowing the reſt inſtigates a Man to gueſs at it, they 


both begun to ſuſpeR that the Queen anſwer d the Then 
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of Dos Carlos, and for ſome Moments they had the Joy 
of having in their Hands the infallible Means of being a- 
| reng d on the Prince, by diſcovering his Amour to his Fa- 


But coming afterwards to reflect on the jealous 
Humour of the King, they confider'd the ſtrange Extre- 
mities to which he wou'd be probably carry'd, and which 


ſtruck them with Horror. How formidable an Enemy ſo- 


ever they had in the Perſon of Don Carlos, they did not 
dream of attacking his Life, nor did they think themſelves 
capable of ever doing ſo. No one becomes wicked at once. 
It does not belong to all ſorts of Minds to reſoive upon a 
Vilany the firſt time it enters their Thoughts; nor 
Men arrive at Vice, no more than at Virtue, bat 5 
— | 
THESE two Miniſters were afraid, above all things, 
the Queen ſhou'd ſo prepoſſeſs the King's Mind about the 
Affair of Bearn; that he would not afterwards believe the 
Truth. They judg'd tha in the Uneaſineſs ne was 
under, to Klo how this Enterprize was diſe e 
wou'd embrace the firſt Account that ſhou'd be given 2 
of ir. This Prince being irritated at the ill Succeß, look d 
no longer on the Duke of 4h with ſo favourable an 
Eye as before; and perhaps was meditating in his Heart 
how to diſovyn him openly, in order to clear himſelf from 
the Blame of this Conſpiracy. To ward off this Stroke, 
they were under a Neceſſity of diſcovering the Truth to 
him. Bur ſince the Deſign of this Diſcovery was to let 
the King fee it was not the Duke of Albas Fault that 


the Affair had miſcarryd, the Duke thought it was not 


proper for himſelf to ſpeak to him. Nui Gomez was little 
leſs ſuſpected on the fame ſcore; for he had almoſt as great 
a Share in it as the other. They were of Opinion there- 
fore that ſome third Perſon muſt be found to render them 
this good Office; and none ſeeming ſo fit as the Secretary 
of State Antonio Perez, they reſolyd to ingage him in 
their Confidence. This Man, who had no particular In. 
tereſt to hurt the Prince or the Queen, ſeem d difficult to 
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be gain'd. Ri. Gomez, however, preſuming on his own. 
Addreſs, undertook to bring the matter about ; and — 
thing was much eaſier for him than he imagin d. Perez 
was paſſionately in Love with the Princeſs of oli, and 
till that time cou d obtain nothing of her. He imme- 
diately ask d, whether ſhe was in the Secret? And having 
underſtood that ſhe was not, he engag d in all the Forms 
that were neceſſary to do every thing that was requir'd of 
him, This dextrous Lover knew the Princeſs's Curioſity. 
He made no doubt but ſhe wou'd be inrag d, that a Cabal 
of this Conſequence was conceal'd from her; and that 
. the wou'd be capable of every thing, to ſhew her Grati- 
.- tude to the Perſon who ſhou'd let her into it. Rui, Gomez 
went directly to the Duke of Alba, to give him an Ac- 
Count of bis Negotiation; being very ptoud to have ſuc- 
' ceeded in it, and the moſt fatisty'd Man in the World to 
. } have given his Wife's Lover the infailible Means of cor- 
Tupting her; and Perez knew ſo well to raiſe the Value 
t his Secret to this Beauty, that he made her purchaſe. it 
s dear a Price as he pleas d. N 


Rf tres we ro ths 
N the mean time the Queen, who prov'd with Child 
at Her Return from Bayenve, was brought to Bed of the 
Infanta Catherine · Michael her Second Daughter, who was 
after yards Dutcheſs of Savoy. The Miniſters, who knew 
the Power that the Beauty of the Queen gave her over. 
the Mind of her Husband, thought it proper to take this 
time of her Lying-in to juſtify the Duke of Alba; that 
the King might have leiſure to form a Reſolution: upon 
what they were going to diſcover to bim, before he cou'd. 
fee the Queen in private. The Care of foreign Affairs. 
which. was entruſted to Perez, gave him frequent Orcas 
nion of diſcourſing with the King alone. Two Days af- 
ter, he cantriv'd an. Occaſion to ſpeak of the Conſpiracy 
of Beam, it being known that the Queen of France ex- 
preſe d the higheſt Reſentment at it, and that in Revenge 
ſhe favour'd the Seditious in Flanders, who were in favour 
with the People, A: the yery firſt be confelfd te the 
be cath ä 
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King, that he had long heſitated te diſcover to him what 
he knew concerning the ill Succeſs of that Enterprize, un · 
. der what Obligation ſoever he lay to reveal it: But that 
after having well confider'd it, he was convinced he cou'd 
not continue ſilent, without a Crime; He then made an 
exact Relation of what the Duke of Alba had learnt at 
Bayonne, concerning the way in which it had been un- 
ravel'd; to which he added Don Carloss Diſcourſe on the 
ſame Aſſair, in the Preſence of Don Fohn and. the Princeſs 
of Eboli, againſt ſuch as had born any Share in it: And 
concluded with begging the King to pardon him, for ha- 
ving made a Secret till then of thoſe things: which cou'd 
not be told him, without offending in ſome fort the two. 
Perſons in the World, who, next to his Majeſty, ought to- 
be the moſt ſacred to his Subjects. | 

- THIS. Diſcourſe threw the King's Mind into the ut-- 
moſt Uneaſineſs. Tho he had hitherto ſuſpected the Queen. 
of nothing, his Love made him think it ſtrange, there 
ſnou d be ſuch an Union of Sentiments about this Affair 
between her and Don Carlos; and being wholly poſſeſs d 
with this firſt Emotion of Jealouſy, he regarded with 
Indifference the Attempt they made on his Authority; 
and the Care of his Grandeur, which on other Occaſions: 
was ſo natural to him, yielded for this once to a Confidera» 
tion more ſenſible and delicate. He then firſt took No- 
tice of his Son's Aſſiduity about his Wife, and. reflected 
that they had been long delign'd for each. other.. But he 
quickly came to himſelf, and conſidering the Queen's Vir - 
tue and Courage, entirely condemn'd ſuch weak Suſpicions. 
She had already given other Marks af the Love ſhe re- 
tain'd. for her Country. For ſome time before, the Diffe- 
rence of Precedence between the two Crowns. having 
been decided at Rome in favour of France, ſhe cou'd not 
ſo well diſſemble her Joy, but ſome Signs of it eſcap'd 
her. Her chief Lady of Honour endeavour'd. to. perſuade 
her, that ſhe ought to be concern'd rather at the Diſplea- 
Lare her Husband muſt receive on ghis Occaſion; But the 
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made Anſwer, that as The did not think firange of 
te King's Diſpleaſare, be ought not to think ſtrange of 
her 7 8 and that for her Fart, ſhe was (a) glad all the 
World ſhou'd' know, chat the Family of which ſhe Was 
deſcended, was better than that into which ſhe enter d. 
Having weigh'd this Diſcourſe, the King became fully per- 
ſuaded that what ſhe had done againſt the Enterprize of 
Bearn,' proceeded from the fame Principe of Affection for 
her Relations; and conſider d the Horror Don Carlos had 
ſhewn at it, even beyond the "Queen, as the Generofity of a 
young Man. However, tho be reſol vd to be very -caſy 
concerning this Pbiat, he reſolv4 likewiſe to have their 
Intimacies more narrowly obſery'd for the future: And 


_ imagin'd no other Jealouſy was mix d in this Reſdlution, 


but the Jealouſy he ought to have of his Authority. He 
made great Changes in the moſt confiderable Poſts of the 


Court, in order that the principal in the Queen's Family 
might fall to the Share of- the Prigceſs of Evol;, without 


his ſeeming to defigr this Choice, The Famifiarity which 
this Woman had kept up with Ven Carles, ever ſince her 
Husband was his Lo, render'd Her more proper than 
any other to penetrate into his Secrets. This Copſide- 
ration, Join'd to the Circumſtance of her having already 


told the Menaces he us'd in her Preſence, contributed as 
much as the Fayour of Rui Gomez to#make the King piteh 


on her for this Em loyment. Dow Carlos, who {till beſiev d 
himſelf beloy'd by her after what had (6's between them, 
took no Umbrage at this new Regulation; but the Queen, 
who knew her Husband had too nie Friends in France, 
to be ignorant of what ſhe had done, was not blinded by 
theſe Alterations. She immediately gueſs d at the Reaſon 
of them; and as Don Carlos ſtrove to fatisfy her, by an- 


' ering for the Princeſs of Eöoli, the Queen preft him to 


tell her whence proceeded the grest Confidence he had in 
that Woman) and he cou'd never get the better of his Mo- | 
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deſty, fo. far as to anſwer her that, Queſtion, He was con- 
vinced he was deceiv'd, ia her, when he ſaw with what 

Diligence the Princeſs of Eboli obſerv'd' them both!” As he 
did not dare to ſhew. the Uneaſineſs he was in at her Pres 
ſence, ſhe took an inexpreſſible Pleaſure in putting Him to 
Pain. She pretended more Friendſhip for him than ever; 
and never fail'd to attend the Queen when he was there, 

and wou d fain make it ſeem. it was be that brought her 
thicher. But tho this Woman's Vigilance was extreme, the 
Queen and Don Carlos found in a little while an Opportu- 
nity of being alone together. The King. whoſe Heart 
was ſet upon finiſhing his Eſcurial, as may eaſily be ima- 
gin'd by the extrayagant eh he laid out upon it, in- 
vited the Queen to go and ſee the ſtately Fabrick he was 
erecting there, as an eternal Monument of the Victory of 

St. Quintin. Whatever renew'd in the Soul of this Princeſs 
the Remembrance of a Battel which had been the original 
Cauſe of the Misfortunes: of her Life, cou'd-pleaſe her ve- 
ry little; nevertheleſs, ſhe look d on the Preparations which 
were making to immortalize the Memory of that fatal 
Day, with all t. Gayety and Attention the King cou'd 
deſire of her, or that he had himſelf. It was in this Place 
that the Princeſs of Eboli left the Queen and the Prince 
alone with the King, and that the King having left them 
to give Orders to his Architects, Don Carlos, who cou d 
lire no longer in ſuch Conſtraint, took this time to con- 
jure the Queen to furniſh him with ſome certain means of 
diſcourſing with her in private, when their common In- 
tereſt requir d it. He preſt her about it in ſo tender a man- 
ner, that ſhe immediately agreed to it, being ſeduced by 
the Deſpair of this unhappy Prince. They apply'd them- 
ſelves then to contrive the Ways; But they appear d all ſo 
dangerous to the Queen, that ſhe reſoly'd to make uſe of 
none of them, how eaſily ſoever Don Carlos endeayour'd 
to repreſent them. £ 


THINGS: were in this Condition when the Marqueſs 


ders, 


ww 
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ders, arrivy'd at Court. As their Commiſſion was of a very 
Y us Nature, they grounded their Hopes on the Fame 

\of the Prince's Generolity, and the inborn Goodneſs of 
the Queen. It was enough to be Unhappy, to obtain the 
Protection of this Priaceſs ; and to be Virtuous, to merit 
the Friendſhip of Don Carlos. The Deputies repreſented to 
them the deplorable State of the Nobility of Flanders, ſince 
the ill Offices the Cardinal of Granvelle, Prime Miniſter to 
the Governante, had done them with the King. They 
magnify' d their Fidelity and Innocence during the paſt 
Commotions; and beſought the Prince in particular not 
to abandon ſo many brave Servants of the Emperor his 
Grand · father, and the fitteſt Objects of his Compaſſion, 
to the violent and precipitate Counſels, with which a Jea- 
louſy of their Virtue and Envy at their Honour inſpir'd 
the Duke of Alla: aſſuring him alſo, that the Renown. 
af his Courage was the only Conſolation they had in their 
Misfortune. Don Carlos, whoſe natural Inclination for 
War had been hitherto ſuſpended: by the Violence of his 
Love, was ſtruck. with a generous Shame by this Dif- 
courſe, at not having exerted himſelf in any glorious Acti 
on, He was animated yet farther by the Letters of Count 
Egmond, which. the Deputies deliver'd to him. This Count 
challeng d the Prince to keep the Promiſe he had formerly 
given. hm, to come into Flaydtrs as ſoon as tlie War 
thou'd be kindled there; and repreſented thie Affairs of 
thoſe Provinces in ſo favourable a Condition for Don Carlos, 
that the Prince reſoly d to get the Government of them 
granted him. He Hoped to put himſelf ſoon in a Condi-. 
tion there of undertaking all that his Valour and Ambi- 
tion ſhou'd ſuggeſt, after he had appeas d the Diſorders by 
his Preſence. He had ſcarcely form'd this Reſolution; 
when. the Idea of the Queen preſented itſelf to his Ima 
gination more beautiful and touching than ever, and made 
him queſtion whether he ſhou'd have the Power to 
leave her. But reflecting ſeriouſly on the Situation of his 
Affairs, lic found that all things ought to confirm bim in 
| | ; his: 
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his firſt Thought. At the beginning of their Intimacy, the 
extreme Youth of this Princeſs wou'd not let her conceal 
from Don Carlos the Eſteem and Pity ſhe bad for him: 
But afterwards, Time having render'd her more knowing, 
ſhe conlider'd that the Marks of Affection ſhe gave him, 
2s innocent as they were, wou'd only ſerve to feed his 
Love. She repreſented to him on all Occaſions the Conſe- 
quences of this Paſſion, and the Misfortunes to which it 
expos'd them. As inflam'd with it as he was, he cou'd 
not help owning ſhe was in the Right; and cou'd not 
dare to take it ill, that ſhe behav'd with greater Reſerve 
towards him every Day than before. In ſo cruel an Agi- 
tation of Mind, he imagin'd himſelf oblig'd to make a ge- 
nerous Effort to deliver the Queen from an unhappy Paſ- 
ſion, which gave her ſo many juſt Uneaſineſſes; and that 
he cou'd not better free himſelf from it than by a long Ab- 
ſence and great Occupations. This was his Thought at firſt: 
But at the Sight of the Queen, he preſently chang'd his 


Mind, and reflecting what Pleaſure it was to ſee her, he 


found that he cou'd never reſolve not to ſee her. Under 
theſe Sentiments, he related to her what had paſt between 
the Deputies and himſelf, and the Project he had form'd; 
and begg'd Pardon of her a thouſand times, for having 
imagin'd for ſome Moments he cou'd live ata Diſtance from 
ber: But the Queen, whoſe only Concern was ta cure him 
of his Paſſion, oblig'd bim, notwithſtanding his Relu- 
ance, to purſue the Deſign of this Expedition to Fan- 
ders, To diſpoſe him to it the more readily, ſhe {ct before 
him that this Journey wou'd diſſipate the Offence which 
the King might have taken at their Intimacy; and that 
as he wou'd be leſs watch'd at his Return, and be more 
conſiderable and more abſolute by the Glory he was cer- 
tain to acquire, they might live together with much leſs 
Uneaſineſs. Don Carlos being perſuaded by theſe Reaſons, 
but much more by the blind Complaiſance he had for the 
Queen, loudly declar'd himſelf in Favour of the Nobility 
of the Lom · Cauntrirs, to the great Scandal of the _ 

| tors, 


ſitors, who look'd almoſt upon all of them as Hereticks, 
and had not forgot the Affair of Charles the Fifth's Will, 
The Prince caus'd it to be told to the King, that if his 
Majeſty wou'd be pleas'd to confer the Government of 
thoſe Provinces on him, he wou'd anſwer for their Obe- 
dience with his Head, It is impoſſible to expreſs, how 
highly Rui Gomez and the Duke of Alba were alarm'd at 
this Deſign. The Authority which an Employment of 
this Importance wou'd give to the Heir of the Crown, ap- 
pear'd to them to be their apparent Ruin. They judg'd 
thit on his Return from this Expedition, where he cou'd 
not fail of ſucceeding, the Prince wou'd be his Father's 
firſt Miniſter, and that they two muſt depend upon him, 
The Duke of Alba eſpecially, who had the ſame Preten- 
fion to that Government, as Don Carlos, oblig'd Rui Go- 
mex, who was more familiar with the King, to put him 
upon conſidering how much this Undertaking wou'd ele- 


vate his Son above him in the Minds of the Flemiſh: And 


Terez, without . ſeeming to act in Concert with the 
others, made him Aer Thin the ſtrict Con junction in · 
to which Don Carlos wou d infallibly enter with France, 
by the Queen's Means, ſhou'd he be once Maſter of the Lows 
Comntyies, Theſe Counſels had their full Effect on the 
K11d of a Prince naturally jealous of his Authority, and 


a Warm'd at the Ambition of his Son. The King thought . 


therefore of nothing but how to refuſe his Son with a 
good Grace, and that he might not take this Refuſal as an 
Aﬀeont. He order'd him to be told, that he granted his 
Requeſt, and was overjoy'd they had both fallen upon 
the ſame Thought, but that he would go 'himfelf to 
ſettle him in Flanders, and that they ſhou'd 'fet out to- 
gether for this purpoſe very ſoon: That it would be 
diſhonourable for him to continue in Safety in Spain, 
while he expos d his only Son to all the Accidents of fo 
furious a Rebellion; and that he wou'd ſhare the Danger 
with him, in order to leave him afterwards all the 
+ : : THE 
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THE Report of this Journey quickly took Air, by 
made for it, to deceive Don 
Carlos; But no Body believ d a Word of the matter. Yet 
as vain as the Rumour appear d, it ſtruck Terror into the 
Hearts of; the Rebels, which had flutuated 'till now. The 
King, to confirm it more and more, was at ſo conſide- 
rable an Expence in Equipages, that even the Deputies, 
Bergh and Montignt, who had laugh'd at it till then, durſt 
doubt of it no longer. The Queen alſo and Don Carlos were 
deluded by it for a time like the reſt, but they were 
quickly undeceiv'd. After the Equipages were finiſhed, 
the King, who ſaw he muſt be unmask d if he did not de- 
part, found no other way of excuſing his Delay, but to 


feign oy Sick, This Feint had almoſt the Effect he 


wiſh'd in foreign Countries; but what Care ſoever he took 
to have it believ'd at Court, and under whatever Conſtraint 
this unhappy Prince put himſelf, to live in a manner 
which ſnoù d confirm the Opinion he wanted to ſupport, 


be cou'd not impoſe upon his Wife and his Son. 


IN this Conjuncture, when a world of Company who 


were one Day in the Queen's Apartment, and had reafon'd 


a long while on the King's Journey to Flanders, were with- 
drawn, and Don Carlos, Don Fohn, and the Princeſs of 
Eboli were left alone with her, they firſt-remark'd how 
the Courtiers frequently torture themſelves, to divine 
the Cauſes and Conſequences of what ſhall never happen: 
And having laugh'd at thoſe: who ' ſpoke of the Jour- 
ney; Don Carlos came inſenſibly to laugh at the Journey it- 
ſelf, and the Force the King put upon himſeſf to coun- 
terfeit a Sickneſs. He ſiid that Charles the Fifth had tra- 
vel'd enough for himfelf and the King his Son, and 
that the King wou'd reſt enough for his Father and him- 
ſelf. The did not hear thoſe Words, becauſe ſhe 
was oblig'd to ſpeak in private to me Perſons, who had 
Buſineſs with her. In the mean time, Don Zohn and the. 
Princeſs of Eboli diſcourſing ſoftly together, the Prince in 
_ 8 made a little * of ſome Paper he found 
ia 
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ia a Cabinet; and with his own Hand wrote theſe Words 
in great Letters on the firſt Leaf, (a) The great and won - 
derful Fourneys of King Philip. In every Page of the ref. 
of the Book he wrote one of the following Titles; The 
Fourney from Madrid to the Eſcurial: The Journey from the 
Eſcurial to Toledo: From Toledo to Madrid: From Madrid 
te Aranjuez: From Aranjuez to the Pardo: From the Pardo 
#0 the Eſcurial: And in this manner he filld the whole 
Book with the King's Journies to his Pleaſure-houſes, and 
to the beſt Towns in Spain. The Queen cou'd not for- 


bear laughing at this Imagination of the Prince, as dans 


gerous as it appear'd to her: But as ſhe was reading it, 
Word was brought her, that the King was ſeiz'd with a 
fainting Fit, and was very Ill. At this News ſhe-had on- 
ly Time enough, to recommend the Book to Don Carlos, 
The Prince, who was fellowing the Queen in an Inſtant, 
contented himſelf with throwing it into a little Cloſet, and 


ſhutting the Door of it after him; not knowing that the 


Princeſs of . Eboli had falſe Keys for every Door belonging 
to the Queen. He was ſcarcely gone out, but ſhe took up 
his Paper. When ſhe ſaw what it was, fhe was tran- 
{ported to have in her Hands ſo conſiderable a Power of 
injuring him with the King. The firſt thing ſhe thought 


on wos, how to keep that Paper, without its being diſ- 


cover'd that ſhe had it. She doubted not but the Queen 
ſaw the Conſequence of it, and wou'd therefore look for 


it as ſoon as ſhe return'd, For this Reaſon, without loſing 
a Moment's Time, ſhe got a little Book made exactly 


like to that of Dow Carlos, and with the fame Contents; 
ſhe had the Prince's Hand counterfeited to Perfection, and 
it this falſe Book in the Place of the true one, which 
e gave to her. Husband, The Queen on her Return 
finding this ſham Writing, in the ſame Place where Don 
Carls told her he had laid the other; ſhe was in ſuck 
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haſte to burn it, that ſhe threw it into the Fire almoſt 
without reading any thing in it, and never diſtruſting the 


Cheat. ä 


IN the mean Time the King's Feint was turn'd into 
Reality. On the return of the fainting which had ſeiz d 
him, he found himſelf in a high Fever, which afterwards 
regularly chang'd into a Tertian Ague. But leſs Credit 
was given to his Illneſs ſince it became real, than when 
it was only feign d. The Rebels of Flanders perceiving 
this Report to continue ſo long, did not doubt any more 
but it was one of this Prince's political Inventions ; and 
full of this Opinion, purſu'd their Deſigns with greator 
Warmth than before, This News at once redoubled the 
King's Vexation and his Fever. Don Carlos finding that 
the Inſtances he made to be ſent into Flanders wou'd only 
add to the King's Uneafineſs, he reſolv'd not to renew them: 
But his Father, who. did not believe him To diſcreet, and 


who ſaw him inceſſantly near him, took his Aſſiduity for 
a dumb Sollicitation. But this Aſſiduity had other Reaſons, _ 


The Queen never left ber ſick Husband, and Don Carlos 
cou'd not ſee her elſewhere. But as they behav'd them- 
ſelves in his Preſence with the utmoſt Circumſpection, and 
durſt ſcarcely ſpeak to each other, Don Carlos ſuffer d high- 
ly from this Conſtraint, and their Intereſt receiv'd thereby 
a conſiderable Prejudice. They had a great many Advices 
to impart to each other, and Meaſures to take in concert 
at ſo nice a Conjuncture; and there was no Ground to ex- 
pe& the King wou'd be ſoon well, for the Phyſicians af- 
firm'd, his Ague wou'd continue a long time. The Queen 
and Don Carlos concluding it too dangerous to write, re- 
ſolv'd to make choice of ſome faithful Perſun, whom they 
might truſt with whatever they wanted to communicate 
to one another. | The Prince, who behev'd his Uncle Don 
Feim devoted to them entirely, caſt his Eyes upon him for 
the Honour of this Confidence, But the Queen fancy'd ſhe 
had often perceiv'd ſomething in his Uncle's Eyes, which 
look d like Love: And had remark'd alſo a certain Com- 
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plaiſance in the Prineeſs of Bboli for Don Joſm, which ſhew'd 
there was an Underſtanding between them. Theie Con- 
ſiderations oblig d her to hinder Don Carlos's Deſign, but 
ſhe did not tell him the Reaſon, The Prince durſt not 
_ Propoſe to her his Favourite the Marqueſs of Poſa, becauſe 
ſhe did not know him ſo well as Don Jom. This Favou- 
rite was the moſt accompliſh'd of all the young Lords, who 
had been brought up Pages of Honour to the Princes. 
Tho! he had, a world of, Viyacity, he was of a Temper 
naturally regular, and equally capable of Force and Mode · 
ration. Don Cxrlos, who had an excellent Diſcernment, 
immediately obſerv'd in bim a Diſpoſition, vvhich is fo 
rarely ſeen in young Men. The Marqueſs was not leſs 
charm'd at the: Ardor which Don Carlos ſhew'd for all 
things great and honourable; and there aroſe a ſtrict Union 
between: them, very uncommon between à Prince and a 
Courtier, as being founded only on a mutual Admiration. 
As there is no Character more dangerous to ſuſtain at a 
Court, than of Favourite to the Heir of the Crown, the 
Murqueſs beggd Don Carls to make as little Show: as 
might be, of the Confidence with which he was pleas'd 
to honour bim: Thus tho! they liv'd in the higheſt Intis 


Macy, ſcarcely. any thing more of it appear'd to the Publicy | 


but that the Prince found his Converſation far more 

able than that of others, and every one elſe found the fame; 
The Myſtery they had made of their Friendſhip, render d 
this Favourite the more fit to ſerve the Queen and Dun Cars 
los upon this Occaſion. Not being known to be ſo de 
voted to the Prince as he was, his Diſcourſes with the 
Queen wou'd be the leſs ſuſpected. But as -ſhe'knew Don 


Carlos was eaſily impos'd on, ſhe won'd needs examine the 


herſelf, before ſhe truſted him. Under the Pre. 

tence of giving ſome Order, the firſt time abe met him 

in the King's Apartment, ſhe. found means to engage him 
in a private Converſation. He appear'd: ſo diſcreet; that 
ſhe was charm'd with him. He was no leſs ſo with the 
Gon 5 _ and his natural Moderation was never more 
. e ſerviceable 
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ſerviceable to him than now. The Manner in which this | 


Princeſs open'd her Mind to him in this Converſation, ae- 


company d with the Luſtre of her Beauty, and the Charms 


of her Sweetneſs, wou'd have inflam'd any other Man, 


who had not been ſo much Maſter of himſelf, with Love: 


But tho' the Marqueſs was not, they cou'd not help, i1 
the Continuance of their Intimacy, to have for each o her 
all the Eſteem and Friendſhip which they both deſer vd. 
WE always believe that People gueſs our ſecret Thoughts, 
but we never fear that they ſuſpect us of thoſe we have 
not, The Queen, who thought of nothing, but to con- 
ceal thoſe Don Carlos had for her; and who had no wrong 
Sentiments towards the Marqueſs of Poſa, took not ſo much 
care as ſhe oupht, to diſſemble them. She was not ap- 
prehenſive of being ſuſpected to have any criminal Thoughts 
for this Favourite. The Marqueſs, to anſwer her Good- 
neſs, as became him, was often engag d to expeſs more 
Zeal for her than was proper. As both of them had Ene- 
mies, this Proceeding ſoon made a Noiſe; but as they 


judg d there was no ground for it, b-cauſe they knew thein 


own Innocence, they took little Notice of it. 

IN the mean time the King was cur'd, and the Queen 
was with Child. At - firſt he was overjoy'd at it, whe- 
ther it were in hopes of having another Son beſides Don 
Carlos; or that ſtill doubting the entire Re-cftabliſhment of 
his Heath, this ſeem'd a certain Sign of it to him. But 
his Joy did not continue long. The Miniſters, who were 
afraid of the ſecret Favour of the Marqueſs of Poſa, order d 
it ſo, that his Intimacy with the Queen ſoon came to the 
King's Knowledge. This ſuſpicious Prince had his Head im- 
mediately fill d with Jealouſy, and not finding his Account in 
a certain (a) Computation he thought fit to make about 
the time ot his Mori 2 2255 be preſently imagin'd the 
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Marqueſs was guilty of a Crime, which wou'd have drawn 
more Envy on him than all his Virtues. This Notion 
produced a ſtrange Diſorder in his Soul. All the Graces of 
Mind and Body, which Nature had ſo liberally beſtow d on 
this unfortunate Favourite, and which wou'd have ſoften d 
the moſt barbarous Heart, render d him ſo much the more 
odious to the King, who now conſider d them as the cri- 
minal Charms which had ſeduced his Wife's Affection. 
Nevertheleſs, as dangerous as this Diſpoſition of the King $ 
Mind was, his Reaſon wou'd have return'd to him, had it 
not been for a thing which happen'd about this time, and 
which made him believe what as yet he only ſuſpected, 
AMON the (a) Rejoycings which were made for 
his Recovery, there was a magnificent Tournament, where 
every Gentleman was oblig'd to declare himſelf for ſome 
Lady of the Court, and to bear her Colours. The Night 
before this Feſtival, the Marqueſs of Poſa happening to be 
in the Queen's Apartment, where there was a numerous 


Aſſembly, ſhe made him name over to her all the Ladies 


who had Knights. The Prince and Don John were the 
only Perſons that might declare themſelves to be hers. 
As neither of them had done it, fearing perhaps to diſco- 

ver ſomething of what they had in their Hearts, it hap- 
pen'd when the Names were all recited, that the Queen 
alone had no body to run for her. She remark d it herſelf, 
and complaining of it in Jeſt, the Marqueſs who had the 
Liberty of ſporting with her, ſaid, with an admirable 
Gravity, that ſhe muſt blame Nature; for if ſhe had been 
235 handſom as the reſt, ſhe wou'd have found a Knight as 
they had done. All the Company applauded the Rallery, 
and = Queen reply'd no leſs gravely than he; that to pu- 
niſn him for his Inſolence, ſhe commanded him to be her 
Knight, that he might have the Mortification of ſerving 


the leaſt beautiful of the N This Wr Was 
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publick, and all thoſe. of the firſt Quality were Witneſſes 
of it; yet the King cou'd not perſuade himſelf but there 


was ſome Myſtery in it, and that this Converſation was 


merely an Artifice of the Queen, to give her Lover the 
means of declaring himſelf her Champion with Impunity. 
However, he was not abſolutely fix d in this Opinion at 
firſt; but on the Morrow, when he ſaw the Marqueſs en- 
ter the Liſts, bearing for a Device on his Shield, the Sun 
in its higheſt Elevation, with this Motto, Nothing can look - 
on me without burning, he was confirm'd in the fatal Thought 
which had troubled his Breaſt, The unhappy Knight car- 
ry'd the Prize of the firſt Courſe ; and tho? this was a c- 
mon thing with him, the King took his Skill at this time 
for an Effect of his Love; and this Imagination touch d 
him ſo ſenſibly, that he cou d not let the juſts proceed to an 
End. He feign'd himſelf ſick, to have a Pretence to break 
them off, and to conceal the Fury into which this Inno- 
cent Spectacle had thrown him. | 
AT. firſt be _reſoſv'd to have the Marqueſs of Poſa put 
to Death in ſuch a manner, that neither he nor the Queen 


 ſhou'd be ignorant of the Cauſe. But Rui Gomez, to 


whom he imparted his Deſign, made him conſider the 
Conſequences of ſuch an Action. He acquainted him with 
the ſtrict Friendſhip between Don Carlos and the Marqueſs ; 

and convinced him there was nothing that Tight not be 


apprehended from the Reſentments of the Priace, for the 


loſs of a Perſon fo dear to him, if he ſhou d know the Au- 
thors of it. Theſe Reflections made the King change his 
Deſign, He contented himſelf with having the Marqueſs 
poignarded in the Street, one Night as he went home from 
Court. To take away all Suſpicion of the Truth, when 
the Aſſaſſins ſaw him dead, they pretended in the Preſence 
of his Servants, to have taken him for another Perſon. 
The Queen was juſtly affected with the Loſs of fo perfect 
a Friend, and foreſaw all the Conſequences. of. it at firft. 
A; for Don Carlos, he did not preſently gueſs the real Cauſe; 
but afterwards he conſider d how little likelihood there was, 


570 Don CARL os. 
that a Man fo well known as the Deceas d, ſnou'd be taken 
for another. He reflected farther, that none but his Father 
alone cou d have dar'd to ſtrike ſuch a Blow. Wherefore 
he no longer heſitated, no more than the Queen, to ſup- 
poſe who was the Author. Yer neither of them miſtruſted, 
that it was of the Marqueſs the King was jealous; and 
imagining rather what ought to have been, than what real 
was, they believ'd this Favourite had been kill'd as a Con- 
 fident, ard that they were diſcover d. Thus perſuaded, 
and conſidering the Greatneſs of the King's Paſſion for his 
Wife, his Averſion for the Prince, and his natural Inclisa - 
tion to ſhed Blood, they gave themſelves over for loſt, i 
They believed that the King, being abſolutely aſſur d they 
cou d not eſcape from his Vengeance, had choſe to begin 
it by this Murder, in order to make them feel it the lon- 
Er. | 
THERE is nothing ſo ſecret in Courts, which is not 
known by ſome of whom there is no Suſpicion. Don 
Carlos about this time fitting down one Day at Table, 
found a Paper under his Plate, with thefe Words in it: 
There are very juſt Counſels which are never given; but ti 
impoſſible to get clear out of deſperate Affairs, "unleſs by ex- 
traordinary Reſolutions, They, whom Heaven has bleſt with 
Qualities, which ought to render many others happy, are un- 
der an Obligation to fulfill their Deſtiny, which is ſuperior 11 
all Obligations beſides, Generous Souls periſh not, but for 
want of thinking ill enough of the wicked. That Patience, 
which abandons the Days of an honeſt Man to the Violence of 
bis Enemies, is Weakneſs, Meanneſs of Soul, and a Crime, 
and no Virtue. Humanity for one who has none, is the me 
_ dangerous kind of Fly. 
- NOTWITHSTANDING this, the Prince reſolv'd 
to attempt innocent Means, before he had recourſe to Ex- 
tremities. Accordingly he renew'd very warmly the In- 
ſtances he had made to be ſent to Flanders, where the pre- 
ſent State of Affairs requir d a more ſpeedy and effectui 
Remedy than ever. He did it in ſuch Terms as og 
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he was fix d to carry it, and that it was not ſafe to refuſe 
him. He thought it proper to declare himſelf openly + 


on this Matter, as being of Opinion, that if he was alre 


diſcover d, he had nothing to manage; and that if he were 
not, he might induce the King, who was puſh'd on by 
his Jealouſie, and frighten'd at this Arg e 
to grant all to ſend him to Diſtance. 

THIS unhappy Father, whoſe Mind was now in a 
freer Situation to view the Conſequences of his Deſigns, - 
relaps'd into his natural Timidity. He ſaw that an Army 


muſt be neceſſarily ſent into Flanders, and was afraid to pro- 
yoke the Reſentment of Don Carlos, which was ſtill freſh 


for his murder'd Friend, if he ſhou'd refuſe him the Com- 


mand of this Army, which he demanded with fo much 
Haughtineſs. Rui Gomex, who had found the King ſo 


firm in the Marqueſ? s Affair, was aſtoniſh'd to ſee him ſo 
irreſolute upon a far more important Occaſion, The In- 
tereſt this - Miniſter had in his, Maſter's Safety, made him 
behold with Conſternation the Weakneſs of this Prince, 


' who was going to put Arms into his Son's Hands, 'by 
which" himſelf wou'd be firſt ſacrificd. As there is no 
Reaſon ſo powerful as Fear, to.oblige the moſt wavering 


Minds to determine themſelves, the King was on the Point 

of reſolving in Favour of Don Carlos, Rui Gomez, who 
well perceiv'd it, knew not how to prevent him. But as 
be was of a moſt ready Preſence of Mind, he bethought 


| himſelf of the little Book of the King's Journies, which 
his Wife found in the Queen's Apartment written with Don 

Carloss own Hand; and which he had look'd upon ever 
ſince as a Trifle, which might produce ſome great Effect. 


if rightly employ d. He judg'd the Occaſion was now of- 
fer d. He told the King, that he eſteem'd himiſelf oblig'd 
to inform him of a ſmall Matter, which he had not hi- 


therto thought worth his Notice; but which, in the pre- 
ent Conjuncture, wou d ſerve better than any thing to diſ- 


cover to him the Diſpoſition and Sentiments of his Son. 


YL. King, to whom this Affair ſeem'd of greater Conſe- 
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| . quence than Rui Gomez appear'd to believe, wou'd examine 
E - the Book himſelf; and knowing his Son's Hand, he fell 
into a moſt profound Thoughtfulneſs, in wich this Mini- 
1 _ Ker judg'd it beſt to leave him. 
| .. AFTER he had recoyer'd bimſelf * of the fl 
Vexation of Mind, into which fo. outrageous a Raillery, 
| proceeding from Perſons ſo dear to him, had thrown him; 
| his old Suſpicions of Don Carlos's Love for the Queen 
awaken d with greater Violence than ever. He cou'd not 
conceive, that a Wife and a Son wou'd have diverted them- 


| Husband, who was alſo their King, if they did not live in 
che moſt criminal Familiarity. But the Marqueſs of Poſs 
coming at the ſame time into his Mind, he cou'd not be- 
lieve that the Queen was in Love with both of them; 
 eſ;ecially ſince Don Carlos and the Marqueſs were ſo inti- 
mate; from whence he concluded, that one of them was 
certainly the Lover, and the other the Confident ; tho 
with all the Diſcernment he was Maſter of, he cou'd not 
determine with himſelf which was the Lover: Yet which 
ever & the two it were, he judg'd the Marqueſs had dy d 
but too juſtly, and that Don Carlos was, equally culpable. 
However it was, he had no mind to authorize the Raille- 
ries of his Son upon his manner of living, by giviog him 
the Means of leading ſo different a Life in Flanders. If 
the Prince, who had done nothing yet, had the Boldneſs 
to treat his Father with ſo much Contempt; what wou'd 
* not dare to do, if Fortune favout'd his Ambition? The 
therefore order d him to be told, that, conſidering 
* terrible Diſorders in Flanders, he thought he cou'd not 
dend bim thither, without expoſing his Life to inevitable 
. Dangers; but that the Duke of Aba ſhou'd ſhortly ſet 
forward with a powerful Army, and as foon as this Army 
had made his Party ſuperiar, he ſhou'd be at Liberty to 
follow his Inclinations, . _ 
'THIS -Refuſa} confirm'd the prince i in Nas Opinion he 
* that * e Was e d, He yielded to the 


Inſtances 


ſelves in this manner, at the Expence of a Father and a 
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Inflances which the Rebels of Holland had for a long time 
made to him by Count Egmond and the Deputies, to put 


' bimſelf at their Head. They promis'd him, that if he 


wou'd grant them a few Things which were very reaſon- 
able, they wou'd obey him with more Fidelity than the 
Catholicks did the King. Don Carlos did not doubt, but, 
if he were once Maſter of the Revolters, the King wou'd 
abandon the reſt of Flanders to him, tho' it were only 
for fear of his ſeizing upon it by Force, as it was eaſy for 
him to do. The Marqueſs of Bergh and the Baron of 
Montigni had many Conferences with him on this Subject: 
and they took together ſuch juſt and ſolid Meaſures, as 
cou'd not fail of ſucceeding, if the Prince kept himſelf at 
Liberty for acting, which was what they chiefly exhorted 
him to do; and had he taken their Advice, he wou'd have 
departed at that very time. But Don Carlos Judg'd i it wou'd 
favour of Raſhneſs to declare himſelf in this manner, be 
fore he had ſettled the neceſſary Correſpondences. He pro- 
mis d that, while this was doing, he would take ſuch 
powerful Precautions for the Safety of his Perſon, as ſnou d 
make them eaſy. Beſide (a) a Cheſt filbd with Fire arms. 
which he order'd to be placed under-the Side of his Bed; 
he alſo got little Piſtols made of a new Invention, to carry 
always about him, without being ſeen ; and, that he might 
not be ſurpriz'd a- ſleep. he commanded a famous Freneb 
Lock- Smith, who work'd at the Eſcurial, to make a ſort 
of Lock for his Chamber, that cou d not be open d but on 
the Inſide; and every Night he two Swords and two 
Piſtols under his Bolſter, 

WHILE this unhappy Prince haſten'd perhaps his own 
Deſtruction, from the meer Opinion that he was loſt al- 
ready, his Enemies forgot nothing to deprive him of all 
Means of becoming reconci'd to his Father. The King 
had not ſeen the Queen in private, ſince the Death of the 
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Marqueſs of Poſe. They were apprehenſive their Labour 
wou'd be in vain, if ever he ſaw her again; and that-ſhe 
wou'd cafily blot. out of bis Heart all that they had im- 
printed on. it; and tho it was. poſſible, that what they 
fear d might not happen, it was alſo poſlible it might; and 
in the Manner they were concern'd in the Conſequence, 
they ought to. leave nothing to Chance. Wherefore to take 
away from. this-Princeſs the Opportunity of undoing in one 
Night what had coſt them ſo much Care and Time, they 
bethought themſelves of an Expedient, which, had it not 
ſueceeded, wou d appear ridiculous. 

WHEN the Court of France made a Progreſs along the 
Panks of the Loire, in the Time of Francis the (a) Second, 
there ran a Rumour, that they look d for little Children, to 
. bathe the young King in their Blood. whom they feign'd 
ro be ſeiz'd with. a Diſtemper, which is not to be cur'd 
but by. this ſtrange: Remedy. There were ſome. Perſons 
alſo who went — Days Journey before the Court, and 
carefully examin d the Children in all Places where; the 


Gourt was to come, to mark aut. thoſe, which were pro- 


per for the Uſe the Phyſicians were to make of them. 
| Theſe unknown Perſons ſpread ſo general a Terror on the 
Road, that every Body was buſy in hiding, what they pre- 
tended to ſearch after. The Queen · Mother having diſcover d 
the Source of this monſtrous. Report, caus d ſome of the 
Authors of it to be ſein d. At their Deaths. they diſeover d 
Who had emplop d them; but they, who receiv'd. their 
Canfeflion, did not judge it ſafe for them to divulge it. 

If the continual Infirmities of the King made. ſo extrava- 
gant a Calumny to be ſo eaſily receiy d among his. own 
People; one may cafily imagine, what Effect it had in fo- 
reign Countries, where ſuch. ſort of News has always 
mote Force, than in the Places where it is invented. The 
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ur king of Spain ſhew'd ſome Uneaſineſs at it, and was afraid 
leſt his Wife might have a ſecret Diſpoſition to this Mala- 
- WH dy, which is frequently hereditary in a Family. The Small- 
7 x, which ſhe had after this, was accompany:d by cer- 
d tain ambiguous Accidents, which had ſome Reſemblance 
e, with this Diſtemper. They refolv'd. therefore to make 
ce Wl the King believe, ſhe had much more dangerous Symp- 
1c tems during her laſt, going with Child. As he bad great 
y MW Weakneſs of Mind in what regarded his Health, they 
dt thought if this Relation were ſupported by ſome unſuſ- 
pected. Witneſs, it wou'd. be enough to keep him from ever 
ſecing his Wife again alone, The Princeſs of Eboli was 
to give him the. firſt Information, to which ſhe was ob- 
lig d by the Fidelity ſhe had promis d him when ſhe ac- 
cepted her Employment about the Queen; and the French 
Woman, for whom Den Fohn had formerly diſcover d an 
Inclination, was to confirm what the Princeſs ſhou d ſay. 
This yaung Waman was one of thoſe turbulent Spirits, 
which ſeem horn for Intrigue; and ſhe was iuconſolable, 
that all the Favour: ſhe had with her Miſtreſs, cou d procure 
her no; Gonfidence: of any Importance, The Princeſs, of 
Ełali order d Dun Jolm to-pretend Love to her a ſecond time, 
in order to gain Over. this dangerous Creature wholly to 
their Side. This Priace, who found a certain Pleaſure in 
diſturbing the King's Happineſs, obey'd her. with Zeal. 
But the young Woman, being ſhock d at the Coldneſs he 
had lately ſhewn for ber, wou'd not believe him without 
extraordinary Aſſurances. Don Fohn, who was in haſte to 
conelude Matters, did not heſitate ro make her a Promiſe 
of Marriage, on Condition ſhe wou'd tell the King what- 
ever was deſir d. The Thing ſucceeded even better than 
they hop'd. The King, whoſe Love was already chang'd 
into Indignation by what hid paſt, fell blindly into the Net 
which they: ſpread for him. The Duke of Alba, who 
had deferr'd his Journey to expect the Succeſs of this Ar- 
e If fifice, departed for Flanders the next Day. He took Leave 
of Don Carlos in Terms conformable to the Anſwer the 
Wb D.4 King 


- & 2 


+ 
76 DON CAR IL os. 
King gave to the Prince's laſt Application; and Don Carly 
treated the Duke very ill, leſt his Deſigns might be ſuſpected 
if he appear d eaſy upon an Occation , which ought to 
touch him ſo ſenſibly. 

IN the mean while, the Prince receiv'd from all Parts 
the beſt News he cou'd wiſh. The Prince of Orange and 
the Admiral de Chatillon, whom he was to conſult with 
about every thing he had to do, encourag'd and preſs d 
him by their Letters; whether it was from a Deſign to 
ſerve him, or to ruin him. The Revolted of the Low- 
Countries, relying on his Generofity, requir'd no Conditions 
ſrom him. But that which made him finally reſolve, was 
the Aſſurance of a conſiderable Fleet, which the Grand 
Seignior was to ſend to the Coaſt of Flanders, to favour 
all his Deſigns. As his chief Hopes were founded on this 
Aſſiſtance, it is neceſſary to trace this Negotiation from 
its Original. 

WHEN Mary, Queen of Hungary, govern'd the Low: 
Countries for the Emperor her Brother, (a) a Portuguexe 
Jew, nam'd John Miquez, who was particularly eſteem'd 
by the Queen, ran away out of her Court with a young 
Lady of the firſt Quality, and of - extraordinary Beauty, 
The King of Spain, under whoſe Protection the Parents 
of this fine Creature were, having driven the Ravifher out 
of all the Countries in Chriſtendom where he ſought for 
Refuge, he was forced to withdraw to Conſtantinople, and 
from thence to Caramanica to Selim, the eldeſt Son of 
Solyman the Great. This young Prince, being confin'd to 
that Country by his Father, according to the Cuſtom of 
the Ottoman Family, had no other Buſineſs on his Hands, 
while he waited for the Empire, but to amuſe himſelf with 
Pleaſures. Miquez, among other Talents, bad the Art of 

diverſifying them a thouſand Ways, each of which had 
ſome new and particular Charm, He knew how to give 
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them that delicate Edge which makes them touching, and 
is fo eaſily turn d; and having by a long and curious Exer- 


ciſe cultivated the Genius he had for this Science, he had 


carry d it to a Perfection far beyond vulgar Imagination. 
Being proud of theſe exquiſite Accompliſnments, he made 
no Doubt but in a little Time to hold the firſt Rank in the 
good Graces of a. Prince like Selim, who perfectly under- 
ſtood the Value of Pleaſure, He knew, that they are not 


always the moſt. important Services which make the grea- 


teſt Impreſſions on Princes. Thoſe which are done them 
in publick ſem ſufficiently recompens'd by the Glory which» 
attends them; while they can be grateful only for ſuch as 
are known to themſelves alone. Miquex ſucceeded be- 
yond his Expectation; and. Solyman dying in this Con- 
juncture, the Few by theſe glorious Means became the de- 
clar d Favourite of the greateſt Prince on Earth. This high 

Degree of Power quickly gave him an Occaſion to ſatisfy 
the Deſire of Revenge, which the Perſecution, he had ſuf- 
fer d, had implanted in his Heart againſt the King of Spain! 


One Day, as he was in a Debauch with the Sultan, this 


Prince having admir'd the Excellence of Cyprus Wine, the: 
Jem pretended: to laugh at the Paſſion: he ſhew'd for a Li- 
quor which. grew out. of his Empire. He told him, he: 
ought to be more ſparing of it, ſince. he bought it: Selim, 
being touch'd, with this-Raillery, ſwore he wou'd-take Cy+ 
p45 that Vear; and added, clapping his Hand on the Few's- 
Shoulder, that ſince Miquex lov'd that glorious Wine no 
leſs than bimſelf, he declar'd him from that Moment King 
of the Iſland, and that this was: only a Part of the Re: 
ward he meant him. At the Time when every thing was 
getting ready for this Enterprize, the Moor, of | Granc da. 
were preparing that famous Revolt, which broke out ſoon: 
after; they. ſent a Deputation to the Port, to beg Aſſiſtances. 
and Miquex preferring. the Pleaſure of Revenge to a Kings 
dom, took their Buſineſs in Hand with ſo much Warmth, 
that he made the Grand Seignior reſolve to ſend to their Su- 
cour. that formidable Armament, which was equipping A 
cad " EF 
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the Conqueſt of the Kingdom which was deſign d for 
lim. He had continud a good latelligence in Flanders, 
and gave immediate Notice of this important Diverſion to 
the Conſiſtory of Antwerp. This Confiftory, which was 
the principal Council of the Rebels, having at the ſame 
Time receivd the News of Don Carlos engaging in their 
Favour, communicated the ſame to Miquez: And to fhew 
the greater Confidence in the Prince, they ſent him the 
Diſpatches aud Cypher of the Few, that he might nego- 
tiate himſelf at Conſfautinople, if he judg'd it to be for their 
common Intereſt, Den Carlos was deſirous, for his grea- 
ter, Safety, that this Fleet, which was to land on the Coaſts 
of Granada, might come to thoſe of Flanders He wrote 
ro the Port about it: And Miquez anſwer d, that the Baſha 
of the Sea bad a' ſecret Order to do whatever the Prince 
ou d direct; whether it was true, or was any pretend- 
ed, to engage the Prince at any Rate. 

ABOUT this: Time, as he play d one Evening i in the 
Queen's Apartment againſt his Uncle, they bad forne Diſ- 
pute together; and Don: Fohn, being vex'd at his Loſs, was 
earry d into Terms beyond the Liberty which Play allow'd 
him againſt the Son of his King. Don Carlos, who well 
knew himſelf, anſwer'd him in few Words with Moderas 
tion enougk; but yet in Expreſſions whieh ſeem'd to re- 
proach him with the Blemiſh of his Birth, in order to 


mind him df his Duty. Dow John, touch'd in fo ſenſible 


2 Place,” flew into ſuch a Paſſion as to tell the Prince, it 
vas true he was a (a) Baſtard; but his Comfort was, that 
ke had a better Father than himſelf. This Inſolerice left 
Don Carlos no Patience: And he treated his Uncle ſo ill; 
that it was reported the next Day he had given him a Box 
en the Ear. The Queen and the Princeſs of EBoli, who- 
_ were preſent, had much: do to keep them from ufing their 
Hands; the 9 e Wh Was en of ery 
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thing in this. Conjuncture; and as if ſhe had ſome preſige 


of the Conſequence of this Quarrel, made uſe of all her 


Authority to oblige them to be Friends upon the Spot, but 


- the Reconciliation was not with equal Sincerity on both 


Sides. 

THE King, to be truly inform'd of whatever happen d 
about the Queen, had enter'd into a cloſe Underſtanding 
with the Princeſs of Eboli: And this Woman had oblig'd 


Don Fohn to obſerve the Actions of the Prince with more 


Care than ordinary, ſince the Marqueſs of Poſa's Death. It 
was eaſy for Don John to execute this Commiſſion; for 
the Prince, who took him for his beſt Friend, had ut- 
ter d ſomething of his Deſign to him in general Terms: 
And tho Don Jahn forgot no Means to dive into the Par- 
ticulars, he had been able to diſcover nothing. But fince” 
this Quarrel, the Deſire of Revenge render d him ſo Eagle- 
ſighted, that whatever Care Don Carlos took to furniſh. 
hiraſelf ſecretly with Arms, Don Fohn (a) diſcover'd it at 
laſt, partly by his Cunning, and partly by the Force of 
Money. The King rightly concluded that the Prince did 
not take theſe Precautions, in order to continue them all 


his Life: And therefore was convinced, that either his Son 


had a Deſign to run away, or to do him ſome Violence. 
He knew not which of the two to believe; when Don 

Raymund de Taxis, Poſtmaſter-General, came to acquaint: 
him, that a Frenchman belonging to the Queen had be- 

ſpoke very privately three Horſes, to be ready for a Jour- 
ney in the Cloſe of the Evening. This Information drew- 
the King out of the Doubt in which he was, by caſting 
him into a greater, whether he ſhou'd only cauſe the Prince 
to be watch'd ſo that he cou'd not eſcape, or whether be 
ſhou'd have him immediately arreſted. But Perez brings 

ing him at the fame Inſtant the News of the Inſurrection 
of the Moors, which he had juſt receiv d, the King, fright- 
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en'd at ſo many unhappy Conjunctures, reſoly'd to make 
ſure of his Son's Perſon. 

IT was true, that the Prince's Departure was fix'd for 
this very Night. A few Days before, he had receiv'd News 
from Flanders which wou'd not permit him to delay 
any longer. The Counts of Egmond and Horn, confiding 
in the Innocence of their Intentions. in their paſt Behavi- 
our, and on the Merit of their Services, deliver'd over them- 
ſelves into the Hands of the Duke of Alba; who caus'd 
them to be arreſted, and not long after to be beheaded, So 
manifeſt. a Perfidy threw the Rebels into Deſpair: And 
their Chiefs, ſeeing there was no Safety left them but in 
their Arms, made Don Carlos eaſily conceive, by ſending: 
Bim theſe News, that in a little Time all Aſſiſtance wou'd 
be: too late. He wrote immediately to Don Garcia Alvarez 
Oſorio, who was to be the Companion of bis Flight, to 
come to him without any Delay. The Prince had fent him to 
Sevil, to receive a conſiderable Sum; but not having Time 
enough for the neceſſary Diſpatches, he brought only a 
hundred and fifty thouſand' Crowns. As Don Carlos was 
going home from the Queen, Rui Gomez join d him, to 
give him an Account from the King, of the News they 
had receiv'd from Granada. This Miniſter held him in 
_ Diſcourſe fo long, that the Prince ſeeing he had not Night 
enough to get a ſufficient Diſtance before his Flight might 
be diſcover d, thought it beſt to put it off till the next Day. 
Rui Gomez left him, after he had ſeen him in Bed: Bur 
as he was ignorant of this Change of the Prince's Reſo- 
lation, he placed a (a) Set of ſtout and truſty Fellows at 
all the Avenues of his Apartment. It concern'd the King: 
for his Juſtification, that Daz Carlos ſhou'd' be taken in the 
Act of making his Eſcape. But when they had wait- 
ed two or three Hours, and he made no Motions for go- 
ing, the ihe refoly'd' to a farther. He was of O- 
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pinion, that he ought not to riſque every thing for a For- 
mality. Don Fohn had remark'd which way the Cham- 
ter was made faſt; and while Don Carlos was in the Eve- 
ning with the Queen, the King commanded the (a) Work- 
man, who mide that extraordinary Lock, to find out a 
way to embarraſs the Spring, ſo that it might be open'd on 
the Out-fide, Notwithſtanding all the Smith cou'd do, 
the Spring made a great Noiſe in opening; but the Count 
of Lerma, who, by the King's Order, enter'd firſt, found 
the unhappy Prince ſo faſt a- ſleep, that he was even able 
to take the Swords and the Piſtols from under his Bolſter, 
without waking him. After this the Count fate down up- 
on a Trunk by the Bed-fide, in which Den Fohn thought 
the Arms were conceal'd. The King in the mean time 
judging by the Count de Lerma's Silence, that he had done 
what he went about, enter'd himſelf, preceded by Rui Go- 
mex, the Duke of Feria, the Grand Commander, and Don 
Diego de Cordoua, all arm'd with Swords and Piſtols. The 
Prince being with difficulty awaken'd by Rui Gomez, as 
ſoon as he open'd his Eyes, cry'd out he was a dead Man. 
The King told him, that all thit was done, was for his 
good. But Don Carlos ſeeing him ſeize upon a Cabinet 
of Papers which was under his Bed, fell into ſuch a de- 
ſperate Rage, that he went to throw himſelf, naked as he 
was, into a great Pan of Fire, which the extreme Cold of 
the Seaſon had oblig'd his Servants to leave burning in his 
Chimney. They were forced' to draw him away by Vi- 
olence, and he appear'd ineonſolable that he cou'd not choak 
himſelf in it. His Chamber was preſently clear d, and inſtead 
of all the magnificent Furniture which was taken away, 
there was only left a miſerable Quilt on the Ground, None 
of the Prince's Officers ever after appear'd in his Preſence, 
His Keepers were always in fight of him. They made 
him pur on a PTY Habit, and he was ſerv'd by Peo- 
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ple clad in the ſame Weed, and who were all unknown to 


him; and this wretched Heir of ſo many Crowns, ſaw ' 
nothing, any longer about him, which did not preſent to 


his Eyes the affrightful Image of Death. _ 585 
IN the mean while the King diſcover'd the Deſigns 


and Correſpondences of his Son by the Papers he had 


ſceiz'd. He was ſtartled at the Danger he had run; but 


was ſtill more ſenſibly touch d, when, among many Let- 


ters of the Queen's writing, he found one that ſeem'd to 
him the moſt paſſionate and amorous in the World. It was 
that which the Marqueſs of Foſa had carried to Alcala, 
and which the Prince would never reſtore. As the Queen 
had written it in the firſt Tranſport of her Grief for the 
dangerous Accident of the Prince; ſhe never thought that 
what ſhe could write to one whoſe Life was deſpair d of, 


would draw any Conſequences with it, or could produce any 


other Effect, but that of making him die more content- 
edly ; ſo that ſhe gave way to all her Tenderneſs in wri- 


ting this Letter, and had expreſs'd in it the deareſt and moſt 


fecret Sentiments of her Heart, with all the Violence that 


| fo fatal an Occaſion was able to inſpire. It was however 


without any ſuch Tranſports as could affect her Honour, 
or in the leaſt break in upon her Duty; but the King drew 
very different Conſequences from it. The Fury into which: 
it threw him was accompany d by ſo extreme a Sorrow, 
that perhaps it wou'd have coſt him bis, Life, if the De- 
fire of Revenge, ſo natural on ſuch Occaſions, had not pre- 
vented it. But ſuddenly reflecting, that he was Maſter of 
thoſe who had ſo cruelly offended him, this agreeable 
Thought caus'd the Rage he had in his Soul to be ſuc- 


ceeded by a batbarous Joy, which chang d his Deſpair in- 


to a Tranquility full of Horrer. The ſame Day Montigny 
was arreſted, to loſe his Head a little while after on 3 
fold; and the Marqueſs of Bergh, by the Favour of Rui Gomez 
kis old Friend, was permitted ro poiſon himſelf, The In- 
rimacy of theſs two Lords. wh Don. Carlos was known 
to every Body. They were, as well as he, declar'd Ene- 
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mies to Cardinal Spinoſa, the Inquifitor- General; which 
Enmity, in Span, was enough to make any one's Religi- 
on ſuſpected. They accus'd this Prelate 'of being the Au- 


' thor of all the violent Counſel the King had taken againſt 


their Country; and the Cardinal accus'd them of having 
got from France ſeveral Bales of Calvin's Catechiſm, un- 
der the favour of a Paſsport from Don Carlos. The 
Prince's Indignation againſt the Inquiſitors, on account of 
Charles the Fifth's Will, was not yet forgot. All theſe 
things join d together, diſpos d the Minds of the com- 
mon People very much to believe the innocent Prince en- 


geg d in the new Opinions, which he had never heard | 


mention'd, The King well faw, that nothing but a Pre- 
rence of Religion could make ſo ſtrange an Action, as 
that which he had done; be endur'd; nor did he queſtion 
but by means of theſe favourable Diſpoſitions, and the 
Proofs he had of his Son's Correſpondences, he might, if 
he pleas d, ſecurely facrifice him to his Vengeance. In this 
Confidence he put into the Hands of Cardinal Spinoſa all 
the Original Papers he found in Don Carlos Chamber, 
except the Queen's Letters. He eſtabliſh'd the Inquiſitors 
Sovereign Judges between his Son and himſelf, proteſting 
to ſtand to their Sentence. He knew that the Wrath of 
this ſort of Men never dies, and that he ſhould find their 
Refentments againſt the Prince as violent, after the Inter- 
val of ſeveral Years fince their Garrel, as if it had hap-/ 
pen'd bat eight Days before. | | 

HO the King had ſtrictly (a) prohibited writing 
Advice to foreign Countries of Don Carlos's Impriſonment, 
the News of it were quickly ſpread abroad. Moſt of the 
Princes in Chriſtendom interceded for his Parden. The 
Empreſs eſpecially wrote about it to the King her Bro- 
ther, with all imaginable Earneftneſs, Her eldeſt Daughter 
had been long promis d to the Prince of Spain. The King, 


5 
— 


— 


00 Cabreeats. Ribery: Philip Il. item of Don John, &e. 


who 


Do N CAA L OSC. 46 2 


64 Don CAR L. o s. 
who was afraid of every thing which might give more 


Liberty or Credit to his Son, had continually deferr'd the Ac- 
compliſhment of this Marriage. Among other Pretences 


to delay it, he caus d a Report to be ſpread, that ſince Don Car- 

loss Fall at Alcala, the Phyſicians were of Opinion he could 
never have any Children. But this Report paſs d for an 
Artifice, and the Empreſs herſelf did not give Credit to it. 
However it was the eaſier for the King to protract this 
Marriage, ſince Don Carlos did not preſs it very zealouſly. 
For as advantageous as it was for his Deſigus, he made a 
Scruple of marrying a Princeſs he could not love. The 
Empreſs, who knew not the Secret of his Heart, look'd 
upon no other to be worthy her eldeſt Daughter but him. 
As ſhe did not think the Queen of Spain's Death to be ſo 
near, ſhe did not foreſee that this eldeſt Daughter ſhould 
take the Place of that unhappy Queen; and that the King 
her Brother, as if it were by a Kind of Fatality, was to 
marry all the Prineeſſes who had been promis'd to Don 
Carlos, The King, who ſaw farther than ſhe did, took 
a very particular Care to manage her on this Occaſion, and to 
juſtify himſelf in her Opinion. In the mean time theſe 
News threw the Rebels of Flanders and. Granada into a 
Deſpair, which caus'd. very bloody Effects; and would have 
produced worſe, if the Turks had kept their Word: But 
Miquex thought it not ſafe, without the Prince of Spain's 
Aid and Countenance, to hazard the Oetoman Fleet in Places 
ſo far from all Succours, in caſe of any Diſadvantage. He 
yielded to the Oppoſitions of the other Miniſters againſt 
purſuing this Enterpriſe; and it was chang'd into that of 
Cyprus, where he demonſtrated by his wonderful Services, 
that his (a) Genius was not wholly, confin'd to the Sera - 
glio; and that the Love of Pleaſure does not always render 
thoſe, who are poſſeſs d with. it, incapable. of great 
Things. | 8 op 2 
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TH E Inquiſitors in the mean while were drawing up 
with incredible Diligence and Zeal the Proceſs of the un- 


fortunate Don Carlos. Their old Animoſities againſt him 


appear'd fo openly, that nothing cou'd protect them but 
the Intereſt of Religion alone, which was artfully mingled 
in this Affair. (a) They ſent to ſearch in the Archives 
of Barcelona for the Criminal Proceſs which Don Fohn II. 
King of Arragon, had formerly order'd apainſt the Prince 
of Viana, Don Carlos, his eldeſt Son. They got this Pro- 
ceſs tranſlated from Catalonian into Caſtilian, to ſerve them 
at once for a Model and for an Authority, The Affair 
was propos d to the Inquiſition under the Names of the 
Dauphin Lewis XI. and Charles XII. his Father. As all their 
Opinions were alike, one may judge of them by that of 
the famous Doctor Navarre, which is related by the (6) 
Hiſtorian of Philip the Second. He decides, that a King, 
who diſcovers the -preſumptive Heir of the Crown is go- 
ing to eſcape out of the Kingdom, ought to arreſt him, if 
his Eſcape be likely to produce Diviſion in the Kingdom, 
and that the Enemies of the State may draw from thence 
ſome conſiderable Advantage; eſpecially if thoſe Enemies 
are Hereticks, and there is the leaſt Reaſon to fear or to 
ſuſpect that the Prince favours them. The Sacrifice the 
King made of the Dictates of Nature to the Tranquility 
of the State, was preferr'd by the Inquiſitors to the Obe- 
dience of (c) Abraham; and with one Voice they com- 
par d this Prince to the Father eternal, who ſpar d not bis 
only Son for the Salvation of Mankind. 
THE Proceſs could not be long before Judges ſo well 
difpos d. The Letters alone of the Admiral de Chaſtillon, 
4 * Prince of Orange, Count 8 8 the Conlitory 
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of Antwerp, and of Fohn Miquez, ſufficed to form che 
Sentence, and Don Caries was condemn'd to remain in his 
Priſon, The Reſentment he expreſs'd. at this, made all 
thoſe who. had advis'd or approv'd-it, tremble. * They were 
perſu ided they ſhould. not be able to eſcape his Venegeance, 
it ever he recover d his Liberty; nor could they enjoy any 
Repoſe, till they had deſtroy d him. (a) Cardinal Spino/a 
remonſtrated to the King, there was no Cage ſtrong e- 
nough to hold this Bird; and that he muſt either of wring 
his Head off, or let him fly. The Reople, with whom 
te be unhappy is enough to be innocent. ſnew d every 
Day a greater Deſire of the Prince's Inlargement. The 
Kings who fear d ſome Sedition, durſt no langer be abſent 
from Madrid; and after mature Deliberation, he judg d it 
cou'd not be ſafe either for himſelf or his Miniſters to ſet. 
the Prince. at Liberty; and that he could not avoid all he 
had ta: fear, frum him, but by putting him, to Death. For 
ſome time a flaw (5), Poiſan, which ſhau d ſpeedily haue 
thrown him. into a mortal Languiſhing, was mixt with 
Whateyen he eat or drank ;. and was rubh d on his Cloaths. 
his Ligen, and generally, upon every thing he might touch. 
But whether it were that his. Vauth and the Goodneſs of 
his Conſtltution were ſtronger than the Paiſon, or 225 
Perſons. whoſe: Intereſt it was he ſhou'd live, had oblig' 
1 to uſe. Antidotes, this way did not ſuecced. — 
pen Meaſures- therefore were to be taken, and the un- 
— (a) Prince, Was tald. he-might chuſe what Death be 
wou d die. He receiy'd: theſe! ſtrange, News with the In- 
difference of a Man wha.loy'd Something more than Life, 
aud fear'd the fame Deſtiay for the Perſon he lov d. What- 
ever the Spaniſb Hiſtorians haue ſaid of the paſſionate De- 
88 and of this Prince, to backen his 
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Memory and to juſtify his Father; tis certain there fell 
oniy one thing from his Mouth, which look d like a Com- 
plaint: which was, That the Queen having by force of 
Money found Means to acquaint him it was her Deſire he 
ſhou'd ask to ſee the King, as one of thoſe who guarded: 
him told him his Father was eeming; Say my King, an- 
ſwer'd Don Carlos, and not my Father. The Submiſſion he 
had for the (a) Queen's Orders, made him reſolve to throw 
himſelf on his Knees before the King, and beg him to con- 
ſider, it was his own Blood be was going to ſhed. The 
King anſwer'd him coldly, that when. he had ill Blood, he 
gave his Arm to the Chirurgeon to let it out. Don Carlos, 
in deſpair for having humbled himſelf to no Purpoſe, roſe 
up ſuddenly at thoſe Words, and ask'd his. Keepers if the 
Bath was ready in which he was ta die. The King, whe- 
ther it was to feed his Eyes the longer with this barbarous 
Spectacle, or that perhaps, he was touch d. with it, and. 
ſought an Qccaſion. of relenting, ask d. him if that was all 
he had to ſay to him? The, Prince, who.,wou'd have call'd. 
back what he had already done at the Price of a thouſan 
Lives, and who ſaw, there was nothing more to manage 
either for himſelf or the Queen, cou d. not help auſwering 
for the laſt time with his. natural Haughtineſs: 1f ſome, ſaid 
he, for whom my Complaiſance cannot end but with my Days, 
had not oblig d me to ſee. au, I ſhou'd. nat have been guilty of 
the Meanneſs to ast you Pardon, and ſhou:d. have: dy d mare 
gloriouſſu, than you live. The King, after this Anſwer, re- 
tir d. without any Emotion. Don Carlos went into the 
Eath (6) and having directed the Veins of his Legs and his 
Arms to be open'd, he commanded every Body to with- 
draw; and taking into his, Hands the Queen's Picture in 
Miniature, which he carry'd always hung about bis Neck, 
and which was the firſt Occaſion of his Love, he kept 


—— 
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his Eyes fixt on this fatal Picture, till the cold Shiverings of 
Death ſurpriz d him in this Contemplation; and his gene- 
tous and elevated Soul being already half departed with his 
Blood and Spirits, he inſenfibly loſt his Sight, and then his 
THE preciſe time of his Death is not known: Only 
tis certain, that it happen d long before it was publiſh'd. 
A large (a) Relation was printed of his Illneſs, which 
was faid to be a malignant Dyſentery, occaſion'd by his 
Debauches. The Grief of the People, and the Deſpair | 
of the Prince's Domeſticks, ſpoke out ſo loudly, that the 
moſt partial (5) Hiſtorians have not dar'd to diſſemble it. 
The Count of Lerma, whom the King entruſted with the 
Conduct of Don Carlos during his Impriſonment, had con- 
ceivd fo extraordinary a Friendſhip for him, that he ap · 
pear d inconſolable in the Eyes of the whole Court. The 
King, to whom thoſe Sorrows were ſo many Reproaches, 
took the way he thought the moſt certain to make them 
ceaſe, He rewarded the Servants of Don Carlos magnifi- 
cently, he gave a Commandery of Caletrava to the Duke 
of Lerma, and made him Gentleman of the Chamber. It 
| was eaſily perceiv'd that theſe Liberalities did not proceed 
out of Gratitude for the Affection they ſhew'd to Don Car- 
hs; However the Publick diminiſh'd nothing of its Zeal 
for honouring the Prince's Memory. As it was known 
that the King intended his Obſequies ſhou'd be perform'd 
with unuſual Splendor, the City of Madrid begg'd they 
might be permitted to bear the Expence, and that the Care 
of the whole ſhou'd be left to them. Tho' the King fore- 
aw this Funeral would be accompany'd with Elogies, 
which wou'd not prove very honourable to the Enemies of 
the Deceas d, he did not dare to refuſe them. His Hiſto- 
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nans commend him particularly (a) for the Tranquility of 
Mind he ſhew'd on the Day of the Solemnity, while be- 


" holding out of a Window of his Palace the Diſpoſition 


and Proceſſion of the Ceremony, he decided upon the Spct 
a Difference about Rank, which happen'd between the ſe- 
yera] Councils of State which attended. The Emperor's 
two Sons, who were then at the Court of Spain, were the 
chief Mourners. As they drew near to the Church, Car- 
dinal Spinoſa, (b) who led them immediately after the 
Corps, took leave of them, and retir'd, under pretence of 
a Head-ach that had ſeiz d him. But as he was known 
for the moſt dangerous and the moſt irreconcileable Enemy 
Don Carlos had had, ſeveral Voices were heard (c) crying 
around him, that he cou'd not bear the Prince's. Preſence, 


either alive or dead. The firſt thing that was ſeen, was 


this celebrated Elogie of the Scripture upon a Perſon de- 
parted, in large golden Characters over the Door by which 


they went into the Church. (d) He was gaviſhd from us, 


leſi the Wickedneſs of the Age ſhould alter his Heart, and Flat- 
zery beguile his Saul. All that ingenious Grief cou'd invent 
for its own; Conſolation, was expreſs d on the proud Mau- 
ſoleum, in which the Prince was depoſited. But as all the 
Ornaments had Relation to the Latin Inſcription which 
ſerv d for his Epitaph, it will be ſufficient to give the Senſe 
of that, in order to ſhew the Spirit and Deſign of the 
whole Pomp. To (e) the Eternal Memory of Charles Prince 


| of both Spains, of the two Sicilies, of the Belgick and Ciſal- 
pine Gauls, Heir of the Newfound World, incomparable for 


Greatneſs. of Soul, for Liverality, and the Love of Truth, 
Thus, The cleyaged Genius, and the heroic Inclications of 1 
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the unfortunate Don Carlos, were at laſt repreſented undet 
their proper Names of Virtues, after having been ſo long 
diſguis d under that of Vices by his Enemies. 

DURING the time that the King kept Don Carlos: 
Death ſecret, he was reſolvd to have it told to the Queen 
when ſhe ſhou'd lye-in, in hope that ſuch a ſenſible Sor- 
| row, added to the Indiſpoſition of Body in that Condition, 
© wou'd finiſh his Revenge; but he ſoon found ſhe was bet- 
ter inform'd than he wiſh'd. As ſhe cou'd not be ignorant, 
that Don Carlos was facrific'd to the Jealouſy of his Father, 
"ſhe did not put any (a) Conſtraint on her ſelf to cencal 
' her Reſentments of the Deed. Her juſt Indignation threw 
her Husband into new Diſquietudes, He judg d that he 
- Qught to fear every thing frem her Senſe and Courage: 
- But ſtill more from the extraordinary Eſteem the Court of 
France had for her, and from the cloſe Correſpondence ſhe 

kept with the Queen her Mother. | 2 
A few Months after the Prince's Death, the Dutcheſs 
of Alla, who bore one of the firſt Offices in the Queen's 
Family, came one Morning into her Bed-chamber, with 
ſome Phyſick in her Hand. The Queen told (5) her ſhe 
was very well, and wou d not take it. But the Dutchels 
urging it upon her, the King, Who was not far off, en- 
ter d at the Noiſe of their Contention. At firſt he blam d 
the Dutcheſs for her Obſtinacy : But ſhe repreſenting to 
him, that the Phyſicians thought that Potion neceſſary to 
procure the Queen a happy Delivery, he yielded to this 
Authority, and ſaid very gently to the Quren, that ſince 
the Medicine was of ſuch great Importance, ſhe muſt by 
all means take it. Since tis your Pleaſure, anſwer'd (c) 
Fe, I will do ſo. At this he went out of the Room, 
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and return'd a little while after dreſsd in (a) deep Mourn- 
ing, to ſee how ſhe was: But whether there had been 
ſome Miſtake in the Compoſition of the Draught, or the 
extraordinary Emotion in which the Queen was, and the 
Force ſhe put upon herſelf to take it, might give it a Ma- 
lignity it had not before, ſhe expir'd the ſame Day, with 
violent Pains, and exceſſive Vomitings, Her Child was 
found dead, and its (6) Scull burnt up. She was juſt en- 
tering into her four and twentieth Year, as well as Don 
Carlos, and was in the higheſt Perfection of her Beauty. 

FORTUNE puniſh'd the Death of theſe two illuſtri- 


_ ous Perſons fo exemphlarily, that the Memory of it ought 


not to be_conceald from Poſterity. The Princeſs of Zbol/'s 
Beauty ſoon chang'd the King's Confidence into violent 
Love. Rui Gomez, her Husband, growing as jealous of 
the Secrets the King imparted to his Wife, as-of the Fa- 
yours ſhe granted the King, form'd a Deſign of making 
away wich her: But the Princeſs having diſcover d it, pre- 
yented it, and made away with him. After this ſhe kept 
Don Jolm always at a Diſtance from the Court, under the 
Pretence of ſeveral Employments : But, in effect, becauſe 
he wou'd treat her with the Authority, which their long 


and familiar Intercourſe had given him over her. She got 


the Government of Flanders for him, in Hopes he won'd 
periſh there; as he wou'd certainly have done, if the Prince 
of Parma's Courage and Fortune had not fav'd him. In this 
Conjuncture ſne came to know, that he was appris'd-of 
the ill Offices ſhe did him. The Apprehenſion ſhe was in, 


leſt he might ruin her, by diſcovering to the King all that 
had paſt between them, made her reſolve upon ſhewing 


his Majeſty the Prince of Oranges Letters, which were of 
extraordinary Conſequence. The Contents of them were, 
that a Marriage was concluded between Don John and the 


% 


8 Mayerne Turquet's Hifory of Spain, iereſe M\ S. 


— — —— — — . . OOO A FO OO IR —— — — — — — — — 


— — — — — 
——— — 


— . 


+ Ab" "as - = Go. 


— — 
— — _ — _ —_— 
— eee OE — —U—ä————̃ — 8 
— = a — — 


a — . ——— —— 


—— — 
— — — 


— — a 
* 
4 


72 Do MN CAR T os. 


Queen of England; and that the Rebels of Holland had prod 
mis d to acknowledge him for their Sovereign, as ſoon as 
this Marriage ſhou'd be conſummated, without any other 
Conditions, than that of Liberty of Conſcience. Theſe 
Letters were deliver d by Perez to the King, who ſtraight 
knew the Prince of Oranges Hand. As he abandon'd him- 
| Elf to his Fear in the Princeſs of Ebolis Preſence, ſhe took 
that Time to tell him the Anſwer - Don Fohn made for- 
merly to Don Carlos, who call'd him Baſtard. She put the 
King in Mind alſo of the Pride, with which the ſame 
Don Fobn had receiy d the Acclamations of the Army in 
Granada; where the Soldiers, charm'd with ſome noble 
Action of his, cry'd out in his Preſence, This is the true 
Son of the Emperor. To this ſhe added his obſtinate Deſire 
to be made King of Tunis ; and the Loſs of the (a) Go- 
_ betta, which he ſuffer d to be taken, in Revenge of the 
. King's not having favour d his Deſign. Theſe ſeveral Re- 
flections, join'd to the preſſing, Danger. of the pretended 
Marriage of Eugland, ſunk ſo deeply into the King's Mind, 
that, believing he had no Time to loſe, be fi 5 und Means 
to ſend Hon Falm, by a. Way not ſuſpected, à Pair of per- 


fum d Stockings, which coſt him his. Life. Some Time 


after it was diſcover'd, that the Princeſs. of Eboli had pro- 
cur d thoſe Letters, which. were. pretended to be intercept- 
8 and had prov d ſo fatal to Dpn John, to be written on 
ſe by the Prince of Orange. The King conceiv d 


1 N Horror at this, Wickednels, that it .extinguiſh'd bis 


8 Love. The Princeſs: and Perez were conf n'd to a-Priſon, 
there to end their Days. Ferex, having afterwards made 
his E ſcape, wander'd miſerably, the-reſt of his Days, thro 
all the Courts of Europe. Finally. Philip the Second him- 
elf, after having. grown old amidſt the Griefs of fo many 
 Calamitics, was . with a e Ulcer, which bred 
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1 prodigious Quantity of Lice which devour'd him alive, 
and choak d him when they found no farther Nouriſh- 
ment on his Body. 

THUS were expiated the lamented Deaths of a brave 
Heroick Prince, and of the moſt beautiful and virtuous 
Princeſs that ever was. Thus were their unfortunate Shades 
at length fully appeas d, by the fatal Period which attended 
all the Accomplices of their Ruin. 
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OF THE 
CounT de Belflor 
ome oy” 5 


Leonora de Ceſpedes. 


E Count de Belflor was one of the Prin- 

cijpal Noblemen in the Court of Spain; he | 

RS fell deſperately in Love with Leonora de J 
WEE Ceſpedes, a young Lady of extraordinary 
Beauty, but had no Intention of marrying. 
her; the Daughter of a common Gentle- 
man not ſeeming a proportionable Match, and therefore he 
defign'd only to make her a Miſtreſs. In this View he 
follow'd her continually, and omitted no Opportunity of 
expreſſing his Love by his Looks and Actions; but to 
| E 4 ſpeak. 
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ſpeak or write to her was impoſlible, becauſe ſhe was per- 


petually in Cuſtody to a vigilant auſtere Duenna, call'd the 


Lady Marcella. He was at his Wits End, and finding his | 
Deures enrag' d by the Difficulties which oppos d them, 


was always contriving Means to deceive the S/e- Argus who 
watch'd his Jo. Zeonora, on the other hand, obſerving the 
Inclination the Count had for her, was not able to avoid 
having the fame for him; and this inſenſibly improv'd it 
ſelf, in her unwary Breaſt, into a Paſſion which became 
at length very violent. | 5 
THINGS were in this Situation, when Leonora and 
her unſleeping Governante, going out one Morning to 
Chureh, met an old Woman in the Street with the largeſt 
Rope of Beads on her Hand, that Hypocriſy ever wore, 
She came up to them with a very ſmooth and ſmiling Air, 
and addreſſing herſelf to the Duenna; God fave! crys ſhe, 
Holy Peace be with you! Suffer me to ask, if you are not 
the Lady Marcella, the chaſte Widow of the late Signior 
Martin Roxette? The Governante anſwering, Yes, I have 
met you then, ſaid the Devotion in Years, very luckily, 
for my Buſineſs was to let you know I have an old Rela- 
tion at my Lodging, who wants mightily to ſpeak with 
you. He arriv'd a few Days ago from Flanders; he knew 
your Husband, Madam, particularly well, and has Matters 
to acquaint you with of the higheſt Importance, He 
would have waited on you at your Houſe, but the poor 
Man is really taken ill, and lyes now at the Point of Death, 
J live not above two Yards off; will you be ſo kind as to 
follow me? - | 
THE Governante, who had Senſe and Prudence enough, 
being afraid of taking a wrong Step, was at a Loſs what 
to reſolve > When the Beads-Bearer, imagining the Reaſon 
of her Embarraſsment, immediately added, My dear Lady 
Marcella, you may truſt me with all the Safety in the 
World, my Name is la Chichona. The Licentiate Mar- 
cos de Figueros, and the Patchelor Mira de Meſqua, will an 
ſwer for me, as ſoon as for their own. K 
| > 3 Tho' 
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Tho? I invite you to my Houſe, it is only for your Good; 
my Coulin is willing to reſtore you a Sum of Mony he 


- borrow'd formerly of your Husband, At the Sound of the 


Word Reſtitution, Madam Marcella yielded ; Come, Child, 
faid ſhe to Leonora, let us go and ſee this good Woman's 
Kinſman ; it is an Action of Charity to viſit the Sick. 
THEY were at la Chichona's Lodging in a Minute; 
ſhe led them into a Ground-Room, where they found a 
Man in Bed with a venerable white Beard, and who, if 
he was not ill, ſeem'd at leaſt to be fo. Couſin, ſaid the 
Grandam, preſenting the Governante to him, here is the 
worthy Lady Marcella, whom you were wiſhing to-ſpeak 
with, the Widow of your Boſam-Friend Signior Roxette. The 
antient Gentleman, raiſing up his Head a little at theſe: 
Words, ſaluted the Duenna, and having made Signs for 
her to draw near, when ſhe was by the Bed-ſide, I thank 
Heaven, ſaid he with a feeble Voice, my dear Madam 
Marcella, for ſparing my Life till now ; it was the only 
Thing I deſir d; I was afraid I ſhou'd have dy/d without 
the Satisfaction of ſeeing you, and putting into your own 
Hand the two hundred Ducats your late Husband, my in - 
timate Friend, lent me, to bring me off in a certain Point 
of Honour I was embroil'd in ſome Time ſince at Bruges. 
Pray did you never hear him ſpeak of this Adventure? 
Alas, Sir, anſwer'd Marcella, he never utter'd a Syllable 
about it to me. Heaven reſt his Sou]! He was ſo generous. 
thit he forgot the Services he did his Friends; and was ſo 
far from reſembling thoſe vain- glorious Coxcombs, who 
boaſt ' of the Good they never did, that he never let me 
know he had oblig'd any one. He had, certainly a nob'e 
Soul, reply'd the aged Gentleman, and I have more Cauſe 
to think ſo, than any Man; to convince you of it, I muſt 
relate to you the Affair, from which I was ſo happily 
reſcued by his Aſſiſtance. But as I have ſeveral Things to 
ſay which are of the utmoſt. Conſequer.ce to the Memory 
of the Deceas d, I ſhou'd be glad to mention them only 
to this diſcreet Lady his Widow. ä 
| = WHY 


H then, ſaid Chichona, you may tell the Story to 
her in private; and in the mean Time this young Lady 
and myſelt will ſtep into my Cloſet. Thus ſaying, ſhe 
left the Duenna with the fick Perſon, and carry'd-Leonora 
into another Chamber, where, without any Preamble, ſhe 
thus begun; Lovely Leonora, the Moments are too preci- 
ous to be trifled with; you know the Count 4. Belflor by 
Sight; he has lov'd you long, and almoſt dy'd with Im- 
Patience to tell you fo ; but the Vigilance and Strictneſs of 
your Governante wou'd never allow him ſo great a Plea- 
ſure. In this Deſpair, he had Recourſe to my Induftry, 
and I haye exerted it in his Behalf, The old Man you ſaw, 
is a young Valet of the Count's, and the whole Affair is a 
Fiction we have invented, to deceive your Governante, and 
draw you hither, 
| AS ſhe ended theſe Words, the Count, who was con- 
cead behind the Tapeſtry, appear'd, and ran to throw 
himſelf at Leonora's Feet: Madam, faid he, forgive the 
Stratagem of a Lover, who cou'd live no longer without 
ſpeaking with you. If this kind-natur'd Gentlewoman 
had not found a Way to procure me this Opportunity, I 
ſhou'd have abandon'd myſelf to Deſpair. Theſe Words, 
Pronounced with a moving Air, by a Man who was not 
diſpleaſing, troubled Leonora; ſhe ſtood in Doubt a while 
What Anſwer ſhe ought to make; but recovering at laſt 
from her Perplexity, and looking angrily on the Count, 
Perhaps you think yourſelf, ſaid ſhe, wonderfully oblig'd 
to this 'officious Lady, who has fery'd you ſo well; but 
know, you ſhall receive very little Advantage from the Ser- 
vice ſhe has done you. Thus ſaying, ſhe advanced ſeveral 
Paces to go back into the other Room. The Count ſtopp'd 
her ; Stay, ſaid he, adorable Leonora; vouchſafe to hear me 
a, Moment: My Paſſion is fo pure, that it ought not to 
alarm you. You have Reaſon, I confeſs, to diſapprove 
the Artifice J have us'd to obtain your Company; but have 
1 not till this very Day attempted it in vain? For fix 

Months have I follow'd you to the Churches, to "4 
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Walks, and to the Plays; and have ineffectually ſought a 
lucky Hour to tell you, that you have charm'd me. Tour 
cruel, your unrelenting Governante has always had the 
Cunning to defeat my Defires. Alas, inſtead of making 
the Stratagem I have been forced to employ, a Crime in 
me, Pity me, beautiful Zeovora, for having ſuffer d ſo te- 
dious an Expectation, and judge by your Charms of the 
deadly Pains they muſt have made me endure. 
BELFLTOR was not wanting to animate his Speech 
with all the Airs of Perſuaſion, which graceful Men under - 
ſtand to practiſe | fo ſucceſsfully: He let fall ſome Tears; 
Leonora was tnov'd with them; and began, in ſpite of 
herſelf, to admit into her Breaſt Impreſſions of Tenderneſs 
and Pity; but far from giving Way to them, the more 
ſhe felt them touch her, the more earneſt ſhe was to 
leave the Room, Count, ſaid ſhe, you ſpend your Breath- 
in vain; I will not hear you. Do not hold me; let me 
be gone out of a Houſe, Where my Virtue is in Danger; 
or by my Outery I will bring in the whole Neighbour- 
hood, and make your Audaciouſneſs publick. She ſpoke 
this with ſo big a Tone, that la Chichona, who had Rea- 
ſons enow to avoid coming in the Magiſtrates Way, begg d 
the Count to puſh the Thing no farther. At which he 
ceas d to oppoſe Leonora's Will; ſhe diſengag'd herſelf from 
his Hands; and, which had never happen d to any Virgin 
before, went the Ame out of the Cloſet, as ſhe came in. 
SHE. mide directly to her Governante, Come, Madam, 
faid ſhe, break off this impertinent Converſation : We are 
impos d on; let us leave this dangerous Houſe, What is 
the Matter, Child, anſwer'd Marcella, with Aſtoniſnment, 
what makes you want to be gone ſo in a Hurry? You- 
ſhall know, reply'd Leonora: But firſt let us fly; for every 
Moment I ſtay here gives me freſſi Pain. As eager as the 
Duenna was to knovr the Occaſion of this haſty Parting, 
ſhe. cou d not be inform d upon the Spot. She was oblig d 
to yield to Leonoras Inſtances; accordingly they flew out 
of Doors in an Inſtant, leaving lai Chichona, the Count 
Ja 2. | and 
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and his Valet in the ſame Confuſion as the Actors are in, 
when they have perform'd a Phy which has been hiſs d 
by the Pit. 

WHEN Leonora ſaw herſelf in "the Street, ſhe began 
in a mighty Agony to give her Governante an Account of 
what had paſs'd in Ia Chichona's Cloſer. ' Madam Marcella 
heard her very attentively; and when they came home, I 
muſt confeſs, Child, faid ſhe, what you have told me 
mortiſies me extremely. How, in the Name of Wonder, 


' cou'd I be fo over-reach'd by that doating old Woman? I 


made a Difficulty to follow her at firſt. I wiſh I had per- 
ſited in it. I ought'to have diſtruſted the fair honeſt Face 


| ſhe ſet upon the Matter. I have committed a Folly not 
to be forgiven one of my Experience. Why did you not 
let me know the Cheat while we were in the Houſe ? J 


wou'd have belabour'd the Faces of them: I wou'd have 
given Count Belflor his own in both Ears, and pull'd off 
the Beard of tue Counterfeit old Man in a trice. But 1 
will ſtep back' this Moment, and return the Money I re- 
ceiv d there as the Reſtitution of a real Debt, and if 1 
find them together, they ſhall loſe nothing by waiting. 
At this away ſhe ruſh'd full ſpeed to la Chichona's Lodg- 


ings. 


THE Count was il there: he was diſtracted at the 
bad Succeſs of his Stratagem; and another, in bis Place, 
wou d have abandon d the Deſign; but he was not at all 
diſhearten d. With a thouſand good Qualities he had this 
ill one, that he reſign d himſelf too much to the ſtrong 


Diſpoſition he had te Love; and when he fancyd a Wo- 
man, purſu'd her Favours too impetuouſly ; and tho' he 


was naturally an honeſt Man, he was capable at ſuch a 
Time of violating the moſt ſacred Rights to accompliſh his 


"Deſires. Reflecting therefore, that it was impoſſible for 


him to carry the Point he propos d without Madam Mar- 
cella's Aſſiſtance, he refolv'd to ſpare no Coſt to bring her 
into his Intert+ * <This Duenna, as ſevere as ſhe ſeem d to 
be, wou'd not be Proof, he W to a conſiderable Fg 
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ſent, and he was not miſtaken in his Opinion; and if there 


are Governantes who are faithful, it is becauſe the Gal- 
lants want either Generoſity or Riches. | 


AS ſoon as Madam Marcella enter d the Door, and 
ceiv'd the three Perſons there ſhe wiſh'd for, ſhe burſt. 


into Scolding like a Fury; ſhe call'd the Count a Million 
of ſcandalous Names, and ſent the Reſtitution-Ducats in a 
volley at the Valet de Chambre's Head, The Count ſuſtain'd 


the Tempeſt with unparalle?d Patience, and falling on his 


Knees before the Duenna to make the Scene more affect - 
ing, preſs d her to take the Purſe again, and offer'd her 
a thouſand Piſtoles beſide, conjuring her to pity him. As 


her Compaſſion had never been ſolicited ſo powerfully be- 


fore, ſhe was not inexorable, She preſently huſh'd her In- 
yectives, and comparing in her Thoughts the Sum now 
tender d her, with the ſlender Recompence ſhe expected 
from Don Lewis, Leonora's Father, ſhe ſaw ſhe ſhou'd get 
more by 'miſ-leading Leonora from her Duty, than by re- 


taining her in it. Accordingly, after ſome {light Conten- 
tion, ſhe took the Purſe again, accepted the Offer of the 


Piſtoles, and promis'd to ſerve the Count in his Amour, 


and conſcientiouſly ſet about the Execution of her Promiſe 


s 


without Delay. | * „ 
AS Leonora, ſhe knew, was of a virtuous Principle, 
ſhe was very cautious not to give her any Suſpicion of her 


Intelligence with the Count, leſt ſhe ſnou'd acquaint | her 
Father; and projecting to ruin her in an artful Manner; ſhe, 
thus began with her at her Return: I have fatisfy'd my: 


Indignation, Leonora; I catch'd the three Raſcals on the Spot, 
who were all amaz'd at your couragious Retreat, I have 
threatned la Chichona with your Father's Reſentment, and 
the Rigour of the Law, and heap'd upon Count Belflor all 
the ill Names my Paſſion cou'd ſuggeſt. I hope his Lord- 
ſhip will make no ſuch Attempt again, and that his Gal- 
lantries will ceaſe hereafter to exerciſe my Vigilance, 1 
thank Heaven that by your Reſolution you have eſcap'd thy 
Snare which was laid tor you, 1 weep for Joy, and am 


— — — 
— —— 


— 
— 


— 
"Fa 
= £5 
x 4 
1 
9 
% '# 

t y 
| | $6.4 
Wo | 

4 # „ 
a 
i Nat 
11 * 
Hl 
{ 


2 — 


— r =_ 
.. ² A ²˙ IEEE” = * 
_ = — — 2 CCI ITY — 8 — — —_— a — — = 
8 * W 8 q - 1 INV Me — 8 q —— 
ed. g G EL edt —— . ——— ———— — 
vn 1.0 i», 4 4 8 N * 
: S 3 n — — 4 . 3 
— — 2 — ſa = — — 8 — « 
* —— — — - * — 8 % a „ { 
v I” > _ = . IS q 3 15 . => - 2 . . — - 


86 Hiſtory of Coum Belflor 

ina Tranſport that he has reap'd no Advantage by his Ar- 
tificez for theſe great Lords take a Diverſion in ſeducing 
young Women. The Generality even of thoſe who value 
themſelves. upon their Honeſty, make no Scruple of it; 
as if there was no Evil in blemiſhing a Family, I do not 
ſay abſolutely the Count is one of this Character, nor that 


he means to delude you; we muſt not always judge ill of 
our Neighbour: Perhaps his Defigns towards you are law- 


fal; for tho by his Rank, he may pretend to the firſt Al- 
liances in the Court, your Beauty may have made him re- 
ſolve to carry you. I remember alſo that in the Anfwers 


he made to my Reproaches, he intimated ſomething of it 


to me. What do ye ſay, good Governante? interrupted 
Leonoyn; if he had ſuch a Deſign, he wou'd have ask'd 
me of my Father before now, who wou'd not refuſe me 
to a Perſon of his Figure, — 
"WHAT you ſay, reply'd the Governeſs, is very juſt, 
and I am of the fame Opinion; this irregular Step ef the 
Count looks ſuſpiciouſſy, or rather his Intentions cannot 
be good. I cow'd afford to run back once mere, and give 
him another Lecture. No, Madam, ſaid Leonora, it is bet- 
ter to forget what is paſt, and revenge our ſelves by ſlight- 
ing it. Very true, anſwer d Madam Marcella, I believe 
that is the beſt Way; you haye mere Diſcretion than 1, 
But on the other Hand, don't we miſ-judge the Count's 
Sentiments ? How do we know he did not contrive this 
in order to declare his Paſſion in a more delicate Manner? 


Perhaps he is willing, before he obtains your Father's Con- 


ſeat, to pay you long Services, in order to deſerve your 
Favour, and afſure himſelf of your Heart, that your 
Union 'may be the more fix'd and charming. If it were 
fo, Daughter, wou'd it be a mighty Crime to hear- 
ken to him ? Open your Mind to me ; you know my 


Tenderneſs for you; tell me plainly, do you perceive an In- 


_ clination in yourſelf to the Count, or have you an Aver- 


ſion to marry him? 95 . 


i _ 2 als 


PUP rere c TOE 1 


and Leonora de Ceſpedes. 87 


AT this malicious Queſtion, the too ſincere Leonora caſt 
dowa her Eyes, and bluſhing own'd, ſhe had no Diſlike 
to him; but as her Modeſty wou'd not fuffer her to de- 
care herſelf more fully, the Duenna preſs'd ber again to 
conceal nothing; and the Governante's affectionate Decla- 
rations vanquiſhing her, Since you will have me ſpeak free- 
ly, Madam, fays ſhe, know I eſteem Count Behr deſerv- 
ing to be lovd. He looks ſo handſome, and I have heard 
him ſpoken of ſo advantagiouſly, that I cou'd not help 
being mov'd by his Gallantries. The indefatigable Appli- 
cation you have us d to diſappoint them has often made mo 
very uneaſy, and I confeſs I have lamented it ſometimes, 
and by my Sighs recompenced the Trouble your Vigilance 
has made him ſuffer. I will acknowledge alſo that inſtead 
of hating him after this raſh Action of his, my Heart, in 
Spite of me, excuſes him, and charges the Fault upon 
your Severity, Child, faid the Governante, fince you give 
me Ground to believe his Addreſſes will be agreeable to 
you, I wou'd have you manage this Lover. The Service 
you offer to do me, reply'd Leonora tenderly, wins my 
Heart, Tho? the Count were not of the firſt Rank in the 
Court, tho“ he were only a Gentleman, I ſhow'd prefer 
him tay all other Men; but let us not flatter ourſelyes 3 
Belflor is a great Lord, and is undoubtedly deſtin d for one 
of the richeſt Heireſſes of the Kingdom. Never let us 
fancy he will ſtoop to the Daughter of Don Lewis, who | 
has only a moderate Fortune to offer him. No, no, added 
ſhe, he has no ſuch favourable Sentiments for me. He 
does not look” on me as one who deſerves to bear his 
Name; he only deſigns to injure me. 

WHAT ! cry'd the Duenna, do you think he does not 
love you enough to marry you? Love works the greateſt 
Miracles every Day. It ſeems, according to your Opinion, 
there is an infinite Diſtance between the Count and you. 
Do yourſelf Juſtice, my good Child; it will be no Abaſe- 
ment to him to marry you: You are of an ancient Family 
of Quality, and be need not be aſham'd of your Alliance. 
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Since you have an Inclination for him, continu'd ſhe, 1 


muſt talk with him: I will know the Bottom of his De- 
ſigns; and if they are ſuch as they ought to be, I wil 
fatter him with ſome Degree of Hope. By no means, 


cry'd Leonora; I am againſt your going to him; for if he 
ſhou'd ſuſpect my having any Part in that Step, he wou'd | 


value me no longer. O, I have mote Diſcretion than you 
imagine, reply'd the Lady Marcella; I ſhall begin with re- 
proaching him for having a Deſign to corrupt you; upon 


which he will not fail to be eager to juſtify himſelf; I will | 


mind what he ſays, and ſhall diſcover what he means, In 


ſhort, ' Child, leave it to me, I will be as careful of your 


Honour as of my own, 


THE Duenna put on her Cloak, and went out at the 


Beginning of the Evening. She found Belflor lingring 2 


bout Don Lewis's Houſe, and gave him an Account of the 


. Converſation ſhe had with her Miſtreſs, and did not for- 


get to boaſt how artfully ſhe had diſcover'd that ſhe Jov'd 


him. Nothing cou'd be more grateful to the Count than 
this Diſcovery; he thank'd the good Lady Marcella for it, 
in the ſtrongeſt Terms, that is, he promis'd to pay her the 
thouſand Piſtoles the next Day, and preſum'd upon the 
good Succeſs of his Enterprize, becauſe he knew a young 
Girl whoſe Affections are engag'd, is half conquer d. They 
parted then wonderfully ſatisfy d on each Side, and the Re- 
verend Duenna return'd to her Lodging. 
LEONORA, who waited for her with much Uneaſi- 
neſs, ask'd her what News ſhe brought; The beſt in the 
World, anſwer'd the Governante, I have ſeen the Count. 
I tell you, Child, his Intention is not criminal ; he has no 
other Aim than to marry you. He has ſworn ſo to me 
by every Thing that is moſt ſacred among Men. I was 
not wheedled away by this, as you may think I was. If 
this is your Purpoſe, ſaid I to him, why do not you make 
the uſual Advances to Don Lewis? Ah! my dear Marcella, 
anſwer'd he, without ſeeming embarraſs'd at the Queſtion, 


wou'd you have approv'd it, that before I knew what Le- 


: onora 
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ora thought of me, and following the Tranſports of a 
blind Paſſion, I ſhou'd have tyrannically obtain d her of her 
Father? No; her Repoſe is dearer to me than my own 
Deſires, and I am too much a Man of Honour to venture 
to make her unhappy. 20 
WHILE he was talking after this Manner, continu d 
the Duenna, I obferv'd him with the ſtricteſt Attention, 
and exerted all my Experience to diſcover by his Eyes whe» 
ther he was really ſo heartily in Love as he repreſented. 
He ſeem d to me to be ſeiz d with a fincere Paſſion; Which 
made me fo glad; that I had much to do to hide it from 


him, However when I was convinced of his Sincetity. 
in order to ſecure you ſo important a Lover, I judg d it 


proper to let him underſtand your Sentiments. My Lord, 
faid I, Leonora has no Averſion to you, I know ſhe, e- 
ſteems you, and as far as I can judge, her Heart will not 
fly from your Purſuit, What do I hear? cry'd he in a 
Tranſport of Joy! Is it poſſible the charming Leonora 


ſhou'd be diſpos d in my Favour? How infinitely am I ob- 


lig'd to you, good Marcella, for having reſcu'd me from 
ſuch. a tedious Uncertainty? I am the more raviſh'd with 
this News, as it comes from you, You who were al- 
ways ſo prejudiced againſt me, and have made me ſuffer 
fo much. But compleat my Happineſs, my dear Marcella, 
introduce me to ſpeak with the Divine Leonora. I will 
plight my Faith to her, and ſwear before you to marry 
no other, To all this, purſu'd the Governante, he added 
other Things even more moving. In ſhort, my Daughter, 
he begg'd me in ſo preſſing a Manner to promiſe him a 
private Interview with you, that I cou'd not refuſe him. Ah! 
why did you make him ſuch a Promiſe? cry'd Leonora with 
ſome Emotion. | A diſcreet young Woman, you have told 


me a thouſand times, ought abſolutely to avoid thoſe Con- 


verſations, which are always dangerous. I agree, faid the 
Duenna, that I have told you ſo, and it is a very good 
Maxim. But you may diſpenſe with it upon this Geca- 
Lion, fince you may look upon the Count as your 54 

ry 2 | | band. 


a, 
- 
«ASS. no Wow — 
7 — 
y = — — — 


— — uk 
* — —— 

- — CD — C 

1 we — 

— 


— "Ys — — 
E — hu Wes %. + 
5 I 
. : * * od 
r 
— b on . 5 


— - — 
>< - — fide ap A — — — 
r 2 a Io 2 — 4 — — — 
2 4 — * = — — — —ͤ— — - \ "2-5 a 
- 2” Ga aq — 2 — 2 2 * — — — = — 
3 — — 4 — = - = — —— 227 . - —- = 
x r 2 — — — — —— — AT” © © — — — 
— . A Pp 8 1 * * _ — 
a ' - & 4 — — a = l 
— * — x 8 — p P RY if . _ 3 1 — — = — =. — — — 
a ag — 1 — 2 - 2 =Y 9 5 —— — 22 * EE. vo — — 
* — 2 * - 2 — 4 £ +> I 2 - =, * mf 3 = 8 TN n 8 4 
— — * 2 WE — q 1 L "T1 — 1 DO. > 44 _ — A —_ — — _ * — 
po mf -- 1 wil a > —_ A a * hy 1 by 2 . % = 
= = i K = — = * = - * 1 2 ng 
_ " we GRAD * . — — * x 
4 we 4 —_ - — — — Sr Y 9 — o By A 


90 Hiſtory of Count Belflor 
band, He is not ſo yet, reply d Leonora, and I ought not 
to ſee him till my Father has allow'd of his Application. 
THE Lady Marcella at this repented ſhe had brought up 
the Girl ſo well, ſinee there was ſo much Difficulty * 
vercome her Modeſty. However reſolving to carry her 
Point whatever it coſt her, My dear Leonora, ſaid ſhe, Iam 
rejoiced to fee you ſo reſery'd. Happy Effect of my honeſt 
Care! You have profited by the Leſſons I have given you. 
T am, charm'd with my Labour! But you go beyond what 
J taught you, and carry my Inſtruction too far. Your 
Virtue, I find, is too rigid. As much as I am for Encou- 
_ raging Severity, I cannot approve of a ſour Diſcretion which 


is prejudiced againſt Guilt and Innocence without Di- 


ſtinction. A young Woman does not ceaſe to be virtuous 
by Saß a Lover a Hearing, when ſhe knows the Chaſt- 
neſs of his Deſires; and it is not more criminal to anſwer 
his Paſſion, than to be ſenſible of it. Rely upon me, Leo- 
nora; I have too much Experience, and am too much in your 
Intereſt, to put you upon a Thing which may injure you. 
ALAS, where wou'd you have me ſee the Count? faid 
Leonora. In your own Apartment, anſwer'd the Duenna; 
that is the ſafeſt Place, I will introduce him there To- 
morrow in the Evening. You cannot have ſuch a Thought, 
reply'd Eeonora; ſhall I ſuffer a Man-------- Yes, you ſhall 
ſuffer him, interrupted the Governanre; it is no ſuch ex- 
traordinary Thing as you imagine, It is done every Day, 
and wou'd to Heaven all the Ladies who receive ſuch ſort 
of Viſits had ſuch good Intentions as yours. Beſides; what 
ſhow'd you fear? Shall not 1 be with you? If my Father 
ſhou'd ſurprize us? reply d Leovora. Make yourſelf eaſy as 
to that, anſwer'd the Lady Marcella; your Father is very 
well fatisfy'd in your Conduct: He knows my Fidelity; 
and has an entire Confidence in me. Zeonora being 10 
ſtrongly urg d by the Duenna, and ſecretly incited by her 
Love, coud reſiſt no longer, but conſented to what was 
W W | 
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THE Count was ſoon inform'd of it, and was fo o- 
terjoy d, that he gave his + em five hundred Piſtoles up- 
on the Spot, with a Ring of the fame Value. The Lady 
Marcella ſeeing he kept his Promiſe ſo well, ſcorn'd to 
de leſs punctual in keeping hers. . Accordingly the next 
Night, when ſhe thought the Houſe was all ſettled, ſhe 
faſten'd a Ladder of Silk, which the Count had given her, 
to the Balcony, and thereby introduced him into her Mi- 
ſtrels's Apartement. 

THE young Lady in the mean time was full of reſtleſs 
Reflections. As much inclin'd as ſhe was to the Count, 
and in ſpite of all her Governante cou'd ſay to her, ſhe re- 
proach'd herſelf for having had the Weakneſs to admit a 
vilit which wou'd blemiſh her Duty; to receive into her 
Chamber by Night a Man who had not her Father's is 
probation, and of whoſe real. Sentiments ſhe herſelf 
ignorant, ſeem'd an Action not only criminal, but what 
even. her Lover muſt condemn. This laſt Thought gave 
her moſt Pain, and ſhe was taken up with it, when the 
Count came in. 

HE immediately threw himſelf at her Knees, to thank 
her for the Favour ſhe had done him. He ſeem d to be 
wholly poſſeſs'd with Love and Gratitude, and aſſur d her 
it was his Deſign to. marry her; yet as he did not en- 
large upon that ſo much as ſhe coy'd have wiſh'd, Count, 
ſaid ſhe, I am very willing to believe you have no. other 
Intention than what you mention; but whatever Aſſurances 
you are able to give me of it, I ſhall always ſuſpeR em, 
til they are authoriz'd by my Father's Conſent. Madam, 
anſwer'd Belflor, I ſhou'd have ask d it long ago, if I had 
not been afraid of obtaining it at the Expence of your 
Repoſe. I do not blame you for not having done-it as 
yet, reply d Leonora; nay, I approve your Nicety ;. but no- 
thing reſtrains you now, and you muſt either ſpeak to 
Don Lewis out of hand, or reſolve to ſee me no more. 

AND why ſhou'd I not ſee you, beautiful Leonora; ſaid 
ke, I wiſh you were more ſenſible of the * | 
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If you underſtood how to love as well I, you would 


find a Pleaſure in receiving my Addreſſes in private, and 


in concealing them, at leaſt for a Time, from your Fa. 
ther's Knowledge. How charming is ſuch a ſecret Inte. 
ligence to two Hearts cloſely united! It may be ſuch to 
you, faid Leonora, but it wou'd only give me Trouble. Thi 
Delicacy of Affection does not ſuit with a young Woman 
who is virtuous. Extol no more to me the Pleaſure of 
ſuch a blameable Commerce. If you have any Eſteem 


for me, you will not propoſe it; and if your Intention 


are ſuch as you wou'd perſuade me they are, you ought in 
your Heart to cenſure me for not being offended at it 
But alas! added ſhe, letting fall ſome Tears, I muſt im- 
pute this Affront only to my own Weakneſs; 1 have de. 
d it, by doing for you what I have done. 

"ADORABLE Leonora, cry d the Count, you do me 


the higheſt Injury. Your Virtue is too ſcrupulous, and 


takes a falſe Alarm. What, becauſe I have been happy 
enough to prevail on you to be favourable to my Love, 
are you afraid I ſhou'd ceaſe to honour you? How unjuſt 
is this! No, Madam, I know the ineſtimable Value of your 
Kindneſs, It can never leſſen my Eſteem of you, and! 
am ready to do what you require of me, I will ſpeak to 
Don Lewis To- morrow. I will uſe all my Power to get him 
to conſent te my Happineſs; but I will not conceal from 
you that I ſee little Appeararance of it. What do you fay? 
reply'd Leonora; can my Father refuſe the Application of a 
Man of your Rank in the Court? It is my Rank, returnd 
Belflir, which makes me fear his Refuſal. You are ur 
priʒ d at my Words; but you will ſoon forbear to wonder, 
Some Days ago the King declar'd he wou'd marry me; he 
has not nam'd the Lady he deſigns for me; he has only 
given me to underſtand ſhe is one of the firſt Quality, and 
that he has this Marriage very much at Heart. As I was 


ignorant what your Sentiments might be towards me, for 
your Severity, you know, has not ſuffer'd me to diſcover 
them, I did not expreſs any Repugnance to his Will, Af. 

tel 
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ter this, judge, Madam, whether Don Lewis will be willing 
to run the Riſque of drawing the King's Anger upon him 
+ MW by accepting me for his Son-in-Law. Pit e Th 1:27 
. NO, undoubtedly, ſaid Leonora; I know my Father, 
u how advantageous ſoever your Alliance may be to him, 
u will ſooner renounce it, than expoſe himſelf to the King's 
u Diſpleaſure. But tho my Father ſhou'd not oppoſe our 
of Wl Union, we ſhou'd not be the better for it; for how can 
you give a Hand which the King intends diſpo of elſe- 
where? Madam, anſwer'd Belflor, I will fretly own to you, 
that this Circumſtance embarraſſes me extremely, How-= 
ever I hope, by obſerving a very nice Conduct with the 
King, I ſhall manage his Mind ſo well and the Friendſhip 
he has for me, that I ſhall find a Way to avoid the i 
fortune which threatens me. Vou will be able to alt 
ne Wl me in it, beautiful Leonora, if you think me worthy your 
Alliance. In what Manner, ſaid ſhe, can I contribute to 
break off the Marriage the King has propos to y? Ah! 
e, Madam, reply'd he with a paſſionate Air, if you will re- 
it Wl ceive my Vow, I can eaſily reſerve myſelf for you with- 


ur out offending my Prince. Permit me, lovely Leonora, ad- 


Iced he, caſting himſelf at her Feet, permit me to marry: 
to you in the Preſence of the Lady Marcella, who will be a 
n reſponſible Witneſs for the Sacredneſs of our Ingagement. 
m 1 ſhall thereby deliver myſelf without Trouble from the 
'! WW cruel Bands which are. preparing for me: For after this, 
when the King preſſes me to take the Lady he deſigns, I 
10 WY will. throw myſelf at his Feet, and tell him I have lov'd 
*. you long ſince, and have eſpous'd you privately. As eager 
cr, i a5 he may be to marry me with the other, he is too gra- 
be cious to tear me from her I love, and too juſt to put ſuch 
ly WH an aAffront upon your Family, What do you think, pru- 
dent Marcella, continu'd he turning toward the Governante, 
"as WH what do you think of this Invention with which Love in- 
r ſpires me? I am. .charm'd with it, ſaid the Lady Marcella; 
er it muſt be own'd Love. is very ingenious, And you, fair 
. Leonora, faid the Count, what do you ſay to it? Will your 

. | Mind, 
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| rapted the Duenna; you do not know Don Lewis ; he i 


if he would like it. But regular and ſcrupulous as he is 
| he will never agree that the Ceremonies of the Church 


receive your Hand in private, talk with him, and tell him 


” 


Mind, pfejudiced with Diſtuſt, refuſe to approve ft? Ne! 
anſwer d Leonora, provided you will fetch my Father ti. 
ther; I do not doubt but he will ſubſcribe to what you 

WE muſt by no Means acquaint him with it, inter. 


a mA mc oo © a © 


too delicate in Points of Honour, to to private 4. 
mours. The Propoſal of a ſecret Marriage will offend him, 
Beſide; his Prudence will not fail to make him fear the 
Conſequences of an Union which will ſeem to claſh with 
the King's Deſigns. By this indifcreet Proceeding you 
will give him a Suſpicion, his Eyes will be always watch- 
ing our Actions, and he will deprive you of the Means af 
ſeeing one another. Ah! I ſhou'd die with Grief at that, 
d our Courtier. But, Madam Mareella, purſy'd be u. 
feting a troubled Air, do you really think Don Leni 
wou'd reject the Propoſal of a conceal'd Marriage? Never 
doubt it, anſwer d the Goyernante ; tho? I ſhould be glad 


dd - a> — 


ſhou'd be omitted, and if they are perform'd at your Mu. 
ridge, the Thing will ſoon be divulg'd. 

AH! my dear Leonora, faid the Count then, tender) 
preſſing her Hand between his own, muſt we, to hu- 
mour an idle Notion of Deceney, expoſe ourſelves to the 
dreadful Danger of being ſeparated for ever? Tou need no 
one beſide yourſelf to give yourſelf to me. Your Father's | 
Conſent perhaps may make you leſ uneaſy ; but ſince the bh 
Lady Marcella has ſhewn us the kmpoſſibility of obtaining 
it, yield to my innocent Deſires; receive my Heart and 
my Hand; and when it ſhall be a fit Time to inform Dos A 
Lewis of our Contract, we will acquaint him with the bo 
Reaſons we had to hide it from him. Well, Count, ſaid > 
Leonera, J conſent $0 your not {peaking of it to my Fr. 5, 
ther ſo ſoon. But ſound the King's Mind, and before I I +. 
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Try by this falſe Declaration ------ O, no, Madam, reply d 
Belflr, I am too great an Enemy of Lying, to dare to 
undertake ſuch a Fiction; I cannot betray myſelf fo far. 
Beſide, I know the King; if he ſhou'd happen to findout 
that J deceiv'd him, he wou'd not forgive me while he 
liv'd. 1. 8 . 
IT wou'd be endleſs to repeat Word for Word all that 
Belfor ſaid to ſeduce this innocent Lady. But tho' he ſwore 
he wou'd as ſoon as poſſible publickly confirm the Faith 
he gave her in private, and call'd Heaven to witneſs to his 
Oaths, he cou'd not triumph over Leonora's Virtue ; and 
the Day beginning to appear, oblig d him in ſpite of him to 
withdraw. | | 
THE next Day, the Governante believing it concern'd 
her Honour, or rather her Intereſt, not to abandon her 
Enterprize ; Leonora, cry'd ſhe, I am at a. Loſs what to ſay 
to you, I ſee you are ſet againſt the Count's Paſſion, as 
if it were intended only for a Gallantry, Have you ob- 
{erv'd any thing in his Perſon that offends you? No, Ma- 
dam, anſwer'd Leonora; on the contrary, he never ſeem'd 
more amiable; and his Converſation has made me diſcover 
new Charms in him. If it is fo, reply'd the Governante, 
I do not comprehend you, You are prejudiced for him 
with a violent Inclination, and you refuſe to agree to a 
Thing, the Neceſlity of which has been ſhewn you. 
Mother, return d the Daughter of Don Lewis, you have 
more Prudence and more Experience than I. But have 
you well conſider d the Conſequences of a Marriage con- 
tracted without my Father's Leave? Yes, yes, ſaid the 
Duenna, 1 have made all the Reflections upon it neceſſary; 
and am forry to ſee you ſo obſtinately oppoſe the ſhining, 
Advancement Fortune offers you. Take care your Stub- 
bornneſs does not weary out and baffle your Lover. Be 
afraid leſt he ſhou'd turn his Eyes upon the Promotion of 
his Fortune, which the Violence of his Paſſion now makes 
him neglect. Since he is willing to give you his Faith, 
accept it without heſitating. His Word binds him _ 
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thing is more ſicred to a Man of Honour. Beſide, I am 
Witneſs that he owns you for his Wife. Do not you 
know that ſuch an Evidence as mine is ſufficient to caſt 
— 5 a Lover who ſhou d preſume to perjure him- 
IT was by ſuch Diſcourſes as theſe that the perfidious 
Marcella ſtagger d Leonora, who in a few Days after re- 
ſign'd herſelf very innocently to the evil Intentions of the 
Count; whom the Duema introduced every Night into 
her Miſtreſs's Chamber by the Balcony, and let him out 
r 
ONE Night, when ſhe had ſummon'd him away 
ſomething later than ordinary, and the Morning already 
began to peep, he ſtarted up in haſte to get down into 
the Street, but had the Misfortune to take his Meaſures fo 
wrong, that he fell to the Ground. Don Lewis de Ceſpedes, 
who lay in the Chamber over his Daughter's, and was up 
early that Morning about ſome very urgent Affairs, heard 
the Noiſe of the Fall; he open'd' his Window to ſee whet 
it was, and perceiv'd a Man endeavouring to riſe with 
much Difficulty, and the Lady Marcella in his Daughter's 
Balcony, who was. pulling up the Silk-Ladder, which the 
Count had not made ſuch good uſe of in deſcending as in 
mounting. He rubb'd his Eyes, and took this Spectacle at 
firſt for an Illuſion ; but having throughly conſider'd it, he 
concluded it was real, and that rhe Day-light, as weak as 
it was, diſcover'd his Diſhonour too clearly, Being vex'd 
at this fatal Sight, and tranſported by a juſt Fury; he went 
down in his Gown to Leonoras Room, with his Sword 
in one Hand, and a Candle in the other, in order to facri- 
ice her and the Governante to his Reſentment, He knock 
at the Chamber Door, and order'd them to vpen it: They 
knew his Voice, and obey'd him trembling. He enter'd 
with a furious Air, and ſhewing his naked Sword to their 
aſtoniſh'd Eyes; I come, ſaid he, to waſh out with the 
Bood of an infamous Child, the Affront ſhe has done to 
her Father, and to puniſh at the ſame the lewd Governante 
who has betray'd my Truſt, | THEY 
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© THEY both threw themſelves on their Knees before 
him; and the Duenna beginning, Sir, ſaid ſhe, before we 


receive the Chaſtiſement you prepare for us, vouchſafe to 
hear me a Moment. Well, baſe Wretch, reply'd the old 
Man, I conſent to ſuſpend my Vengeance for-an Inſtant, 
Speak, let me know all the Circumftances of my Mis- 
fortune ; but why do I fay all the Circumſtances ? I am 
ignorant but of one, and that is, the Name of the auda- 
cious Villain who diſhonours my Family. Sir, anſwer'd the 


Lady Marcella, the Count de Belflor is the Gentleman con- 
cern'd, The Count de Belflor ! cry'd Don Lewis; where 
has he ſeen my Daughter? By what Means has he ſeduced. 
her, hide nothing from me. Sir, return'd the Governante, 


I will relate you the Story with all the Sincerity I can, 
SHE repeated to him then very artfully all the Diſ- 


courſes ſhe had made Leonora believe the Count had held. 
with her; and painted him in the brighteſt Colours of a 


Lover, tender, nice and true. As ſhe cou'd not eſcape diſ- 
covering the Truth, ſhe was oblig'd to ſpeak it: but en- 
larg d on the Reaſons which they. had to make that pri- 
vate Marriage without his Knowledge, and gave them ſo 
happy a Turn, that ſhe appeas d the Paſſion of Don Lewis, 
She diſcern'd it, and in order to bring him perfectly into 


Temper, This Sir, ſaid ſhe, is what you deſir'd to know, 
Puniſh us now, plunge your Sword. in Leonora's Boſom. 


But what do I ſay? Leonora is innocent, and has only fol- 
low'd the Counſels of her to whom you committed her 
Conduct. It is myſelf alone upon whom the Stroke ought 
to fall, It is T who have introduced the Count into your 
Daughter's Apartment. It is I who have made the Knot 
which binds them. I ſhut my Eyes to all the Irregularities 
of a Contract, which was not awhorized by you, in or- 
der to ſecure to you a Son-in-Law, thro' whoſe Hands all 
the Favours of the Court at preſent are diſpens'd. I had 
no other View than Leonora's Happineſs, and the Advan- 
tage your Family might derive from ſuch an Alliance, 


and the Exceſs of my Teal has made me betray my Duty. 
On | 


Vor. III, WHILE 
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98 Hiſtory if Count Belflor 


WHILE the crafty Marcella was pleading in this Mana 
ner, her Miftreſs wept without cealing, and ſhew'd ſo dee 
a Sorrow, that the good old Man cou'd not reſiſt it. He 
was ſoften'd by it, and his Anger chang'd to Compaſſion, 
He dropp'd his Sword, and putting off the Air of an in- 
cens'd Father, Ah! my Daughter, cry'd he with Tears in 
his Eyes, bow fatal a Paſſion is Love ! Alas, you know not 
all the Reaſons you have to affli& yourſelf. The Shame 
alone which ariſes from the Preſence of a Father who has 
ſurpriz'd you, now excites your Tears, You do not yet 
foreſee all the Occaſions of Grief, which your Lover per- 
Haps is preparing for you. And upon what a Rock, im- 
prudent Marcella, bas your indiſcreet Zeal for my Family 
thrown us? The Alliance of ſuch a Man as the Count, was 
enough, I confels, to dazzle you; and it is that alone which 
yes you in my Opinion; ; but Wretch as you are, ſhou'd 
you not have diſtruſted à Lover of his Character ? The 
more Intereſt and Fayour he has, the more ought y ou to 
be on your Guard againſt. him. If he ſnou d wake no 
Scruple to violate his Faith to Leanora, what muſt I do? 
Shall I ask the Relief of the Laws? A Perſon of his Rank 


may. be true to his Oaths, and have ind to keep hi 
Promiſe to my Daughter; but if the King, as he told you, 

= deſigns to have him marry another Lady, it is to be fear 
he will oblige him to it by bis Authority, 


92 * * 


have no Cauſe to be alarm d at that. The Count has very 
well aſſured us, the King will not offer ſo great a Violence 

to his Inclination. I am perſuaded of it, ſaid the Lady Mar- 
cella; the King loves his Favourite too much, to uſe him 
ſo tyrannically, and is too generous to be willing to bring 
ſuch a mortal Affliction on the brave Don Lewis de Ceſpe- 
des, who has ſpent his beſt Days in ſerving the State. Hes - 
ven grant, reply d the old Man ſighing, that my Fears 
may be. yain ! I will go to the Count, and demand him to 
explain bim ſelf on this Subject. A father 5 Eyes are quick 


7 


* 


will eaſily protect himſelf from their . 'I-wiſh he 


"AS for obli ging | him to it, Sir, interrupted Leonora, we 


ſighted, 
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ſighted. I ſnall ſee to the Bottom of his Soul. If I find 
bim in the Diſpoſition I wiſn, I ſhall forgive what is 

pale d: but, added he in a bigger Tone, if in his Diſcourſe 
I diſcern a -perfidious Heart, you ſhall both away to Re- 
tirement, there to lament your Imprudence the reſt of your 
Days. At theſe Words he took up his Sword, and leav- 
ing them to recover from the Fright in which he had put 

them, he return'd to his Chamber to dreſs. 

E ARL V in the Morning Don Lewis went to the 
Count, who not imagining that he was diſcover'd, was 
ſurpriz'd at his Viſit, He came out to meet the old Gen- 
tleman, and having ſmother d him almoſt with Embraces ; 

| Don Lewis, ſaid he, I am over- joy d to ſee you here. Is 

| there any Opportunity for me to ſerve you? My Lord, an- 
| ſwer d Don Lewis, give Orders, if you pleaſe; that we may 

| be alone. Belflor obey'd;- and being both ſeated, Don Lewis 
thus began: My Lord, ſaid he, my Honour and my Repoſe 

ö require the Explanation from you which I came to ask. 

I aw, you this Morning go out of Leonora s Apartment. 

i She has confeſs d the whole to me, and has told me - 
0 
0 
$ 


She has told you that I love her, (interrupted the Count, 
in order to turn off a Diſcourſe he was unwilling to un- 
derſtand,) but ſhe has very faintly expreſs'd to you all I 
feel for her. I am charm'd with her, ſhe is beyond De- 
ſeription. Wit, Beauty, Virtue, and all other Accompliſſ. 
ments are in her to Perfection. I have heard you haie 
2 Son alſo, who. follows his Studies at Alcala; pray, is 
he like his Siſter ? If he has her Beauty, and reſembles you 
in other Reſpects, he muſt be a compleat Gentleman. I 
die with Delire to ſee him, and offer you what Intereſt 
I have to ſerve him. | 
I am greatly indebted to you for this Offer, return'd 
Don Lewis gravely; but let us come to that which. Re 
| muſt be put into the Service out of Hand, interrupted the 
Count. I undertake for his Fortune, and can aſſure you, he 
ſhall, not grow old among the Crowd of inferior Officers. 
Anſwer me, Count, * the old Gentleman roughly, 
| 2 and 
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and ceaſe to divert the Diſcourſe, Do yo deſign, or not! 
to keep the Promiſe ------ Yes undoubtedly, interrupted 
Belflor a third time, I will keep the Promiſe I make you 
to ſupport your Son with all my Intereſt. Depend upon 
me; I am a Man of Integrity. This is too much, Count, 
cry'd Ceſpedss riſing ; after having ſeduced my /Daughter, 
you have the Boldneſs alſo to inſult me. But J am a Gen- 
tleman, and the Aﬀeont you offer me -ſhall not go un- 
puniſh'd, Having ſaid theſe Words, he went away witha 
Heart full of Reſentment, and revolving a thouſand Pro 

Jets of Revenge in his Mind, | 

WHEN he came home, ſays he to Lzonora and the 
Lady Marcella with the higheſt Agitation, It was not with- 
out Reaſon that I ſuſpected the Count; he is a Traytor, 
and I will be reveng'd-on him. As for you, To-mor« 
row you ſhall both go into a Convent. You have nothing 
to do, but to prepare for it, and thank Heaven that my 
Anger is contented with this Chaſtiſement. Thus ſaying 
he (hut himſelf up in his Cloſet, to conſider ſoberly. what 
Meaſures to take in ſo curious a Conjuncture. 

WHAT was Leonora's Grief, when ſhe heard that 
Belflor was falſe! ſhe ftood ſome time without Motion, A 
dead'y Paleneſs overſpread her Countenance 3 her. Spirits 
forſook her, and ſhe fell down in the Arms of her Go- 
vernante, who thought ſhe was going to expire. The Du- 
enna try'd ' every way to bring her out of her Swoon; ſhe 

\ ſucceeded, and Leonora came to her Senſes; ſhe open'd her 
Eyes, and ſeeing the Governante buſy'd in helping her, 
How barbarous are you, aid ſhe, fetching a profound Sigh! 
why have you brought me from the happy Condition in 
which [ was? I was not then ſenſible of the Horror of 
my Deſtiny, Why did you not let me die? you who 
know the Sorrows which muſt diſturb the Quiet of my 
Life, why have you ſavd me? 

MARGE TL LA endeavour'd to comfort her, which on- 
ly made her grieve the more. All your Words, cry'd the 


Dore of Don Lewis, are ſuperfluous, I will hear no- 
| thing, 


and Leonora de Ceſpedes. Tor 
thing. Do not loſe time in oppoſing my Deſpair, you 


ought rather to promote it; you who have plung'd me 
in this Abyſs. It was you who anſwer'd for the Count's 
Sincerity; and without you I ſhou'd not have yielded to 
the Inclination I had for him. I ſhou'd have vanquilh'd it 
by Degrees; at leaſt he wou'd have receiv'd no Advan- 
tage from it. But I will not, purſu'd ſhe, impute my Mis- 
fortune to you; I charge it on myſelf. I ſhou'd not have 
follow'd your Counſels, in accepting the Vow of a Man 
without my Father's Knowledge. As glorious as the Court- 
ſhip of the Count de Belflor might be to me, I ſhou'd have 
deſpis'd it, rather than encourag'd it at the Expence of my 
Reputation. In ſhort, I ought to have diſtruſted him, and 
you, and' myſelf, after having been ſo weak as to reſign 
myſelf to his perfidious Oaths; after the Affliction I have 
caus'd to the unhappy Don Lewis, and the Diſhonour I have 
done my Family, I abhor myſelf; and, far from fearing 
the Retreat with which I am threaten'd, I cou'd willingly 
hide my Head in the moſt hideous Obſcurity. As ſhe 
ſpoke thus, ſhe was not content to weep plentifully, but 
rent her Garments, and tore her beautiful Hair for the In- 
Juſtice of her Lover. 

THE Duenna, in order to conform herſelf to her Mi- 
ſtreſs's Sorrow, did not ſpare her Grimaces. She drepp'd 
ſome Tears which ſhe had at Command, and made a thou- 
ſand Imprecations againſt Men in general, and againſt Bel- 
for in particular. Is it poſſible, cry'd ſhe, that the Count, 
who appear'd to me ſo full of Truth and Probity, ſhou'd 
be wicked enough to deceive us both ? I cannot recover 
mo my Surprize, or rather I cannot perſuade myſelf 

„ | | | 

INDEED, ſaid Leonora, when I repreſent him to 
myſelf at my Knees, what Virgin wou'd not have truſted 
his tender Air, and his Oaths to which he ſo boldly call'd 
Heav'n to witneſs, and the Tranſports he conſtantly ex- 
ee His Eyes alſo ſhew'd even more Love, than his 
Tongue utter'd: In ſhort, he ſeem'd to be enchanted with 
N F 3 tbe 


the Sight of me. No, he did not; deceive me: I cannot 
think ſo. My Father perhaps has not talk'd to him with 
ſufficient Diſcretion: They were both angry, and the 
Count has anſwer'd him more like a Lord than a Lover, 
Yet perhaps I flatter, myſelf; I muſt get out of this Un- 
certainty, I will write to Belfor,., and acquaint him, that 
J expect him To- night; I muſt have him come to ſatisfy 
my Heart, or confirm his Treachery himſelf. The Lady 
Marcella applauded the Deſign; and had even ſome Hope, 
that the Count, as ambitious as he was, wou'd be touch'd 
with the Tears which Leonora wou'd ſhed, at the Inter- 
view, and reſolve to marry her. 1 

IN the mean time Be/flor having rid himſelf of honeſt 
Don Lewis, began to reflect on the Conſequences which 
might ariſe from the Reception he gave him. He rightly 
judg'd that the Family of the Ceſpedes, being provok'd at 
the Injury, wou'd meditate Revenge. But this troubled him 
very little. The: Intereſt of his Love affected him much 
more: Leonora he thought wou'd be ſent to Monaſtery, 
or at leaſt that ſhe wou'd' be kept up; and that in all Ap- 
pearance he ſhoud ſee. her no more, This Apprehenſion 
afflicted him; and he was ſtudying ſome means to pre- 
vent this Misfortune, when his Servant brought bim a 
Letter, which the Lady Marcella had juſt put into his 
Hands, It was from Leonora, and theſe were the Contents: 
To-morrow I muſt leave the World, and go and bury myſelf 
in a Retreat. To ſee myſelf diſhonour'd, and become odious 
go my. Family and myſelf, is the deplorable Condition to which 
I aj reduced by having liſten d to you. I expett you To- 
night. In my Deſpair I ſeek for nem Torments. Come and 
own to me that your Heart had no Part in the Oaths your 
Tongue pronounced; or juſtify, them 'by a Behaviour which 
alone can ſoften the Rigour of my Deſtiny. As there may:6e 
(ome Danger in this Meeting, after what has paſs'd between 
you and my Father, bring ſome Friend with you.” Tho you 
make all the Unhappineſs of my Life, I feel myſelf yet con- 
cera'd for your © "Tr 
| Hg 
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THE Count read the Letter two or three times, and 
repreſenting to himſelf Leonora in the Situation ſhe' de- 
ſcrib'd, he was mov'd. He turn'd his Thoughts inward; 

Reaſon, Probity and Honour, all the Laws of which his 
Paſſion had made him violate, began to reſume their Em- 
pire over him, He felt his Blindneſs break away at once ; 
and as a Man coming out of a violent Fit of a Feaver 
bluſhes at the extravagant Words and Actions which eſcap'd 
him, he was aſham'd of all the baſe Artifices he had em- 
ploy'd to accompliſh his Deſires, , Wretch, ſaid he, what 
have I done? What Demon has poſſeſs d me? I hive pro- 
mis'd Leonora Marriage; and have taken Heaven to Witneſs, 
I have feign'd that the King had propos'd a Match to me. 
Lying, Perfidiouſneſs and Sacrilege, all I have made uſe of 
to corrupt the Innocent. What a Madneſs was it! Wou'd 
it not have been better to have exerted my Endeavours to 
ſubdue my Love, than to have ſatisfy'd it by ſuch criminal 
Ways? In the mean while here is a Virgin of Rank ſee 
duced. -I abandon her to the Rage of her Relations whom 
I diſhonour with her, and 1 make her miſerable for having 
made me happy. What Ingratitude is this! Ought I not 
rather to repair her Honour, and the Outrage I have done 
her? Yes, I ought; and 1 will, by marrying her, fulfill 
the Promiſe I have given, Who can oppoſe ſo juſt a De- 
ſign ? Shou'd her Favours prejudice me againſt her Virtue? 
No; I am ſenſible how much it coſt me to overcome her 


Reſiſtance, ' She ſurrender'd not ſo much to my Tranſports, 
as to the Faith I ſwore - But on the other Hind, if I 


acquieſce in this Choice, I do myſelf a conſiderable Injury. 
J, who may aſpire to the moſt noble and the richeſt Hei- 
reis of the Kingdom, ſhall I content myſelf with the Daugh- 
ter of a common Gentleman, who has only a moderate 
Eſtate ? What will they think of me at Court? They will 
ſay I have marry'd very fooliſhly. | ey 
 BELFLOR, divided thus between Love and Ambiti- 


on, knew not what to reſolve; but tho he was uncertain 
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whether be Mond marry Leonera, or not, be . aun 


min d to go to her the next Night. 
DoN LEVIS, on his Part, Go the Day in nde 
. how to reſtore his Honour. e thought it was a ver 
tender Conjuncture. To have Recourſe to the Laws, 
would render his Diſgrace more publick ; beſides, he fear d 
Juſtice wou d be on one Side, and the Judges on the other 
and he dar q as little to go and fling himſelf at the Kings 
Feet. As he belier d the King had a Deſign to marry Bel- 5 
Fur, he was afraid his Application would be in vain.” There 
remaih'd no Remedy therefore but that of Arms, and this 
Was what he fix'd on: In- the Heat of his Reſentment,” 
be was tempted to: ſend the Count a Challenge; but re- 
feGing that he was too old and too feeble to venture to 
truſt bis Arm, he choſe rather to commit it to bis Son, 
| Whoſe Thruſts, he thought, wou'd be more ſure than bis 
on. Accordingly he ſent his Servant to Altala with a 
Letter for his Son, in which he charg d him to come to 
Madfid immediately, to revenge an 1 Lak offer d o the 
Family of the Ceſpel es. | 
Hs Son, whoſe Name wa. Dan, Pedro, ee 5 
tkman- of eighteen Fears old, perfectly well-made ; and 
ſo brave, thar in the Town of N = paſs d for the 
greateſt Hero among the Scholars in the Univerſity. He 
was not then at Alcala, as his Father imagin'd; for a De- 
ſue aß ſering a Lady whom he loyd, bad driwnt him 
to Matin; The laſt time he had been there to viſit his 
Fah be had made this Conqueſt at the (a) Pardo. He 
dic not know her Name ; and was ,injoin'd not to enquire 
aſter it y and he ſubmitted, tho? wk a great deal of Dif- 
ficuly, to this cruel Neceſſny. It was a young Lady of 
Quality, who had. conceiv'd a L Kindneſs tor him, —f think- 
ing ſhe ee diftruſt the en und Conltancy: pe a 
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$cholar; ſhe judg d it proper to prove him well, before the . 
 diſcover'd herſelf to him. Don Pedros Head ran more up- 
on his unkhowyn Miſtreſs, than upon Ariftotle's Philoſophy; 5 

and the Shortneſs of the Way from Madrid to Alcala in» 
vited him frequently to play the Truant to fee her. To | 
conceal theſe amorous Journies from his Father, he us d to 
lodge ina Publick Houle at the End of the Town, where, | 
he took Care to hide himſelf under a borrow'd Name. He 
- never went out but in the Morning, at a: certain Hour, 
when he repair'd to a Houſe where this Lady, who Ipoifd 
| his Studies, was ſo kind as to meet him, accompany'd_. 
with her Chamber-Majd. After which he kept cloſe in 
his Quarters the reſt of the Day; but to make Amends, 
when Night came he rambled over the whole TO] m. 
Ir happen'd one Night, as he was walking thro? OY 1 
By Street, he heard ſome Voices and Inſtruments which 
ſcem'd to deſerve his Attention. He ſtopp d to liſten: lt 
was a Serenade. The Cavalier who gave it was fuddled,, 3 0 
and naturally brutal. . He no ſaoner diſcern d our Scholar, 5 
; than he went up to him haſtily ; and without other Com- 
pliments, Friend, ſajd be in . a ſurly 8 your Way. 
I love no impertinent Hearkners. I might have with⸗ 
drawn, anſwer'd Don Pedro ſhock'd at thele Words, if you. 
had defir'd me with a better Grace, bit now 1 mean to 
ſtay to teach you how to ſpeak. Let us fee then, reply'd 
| the Maſter of the Conſort drawtng his Sword, which of 
us ſhall give Place to the other. Hen Pedro laid his Hand 
alſo on his Sword; and they began to fight. Tho" the Se- 
renade· Gentleman acquitted himſelf with Skil enough, he 
cou'd not parry a mortal Puſh, which laid him flat on'the 
Ground. All the Partners in the Muſick, who had thrown, 
by their Inſtruments, and drawn their Swords to run in 
to his Aſſiſtance, came up to revenge him. They attack d 
Don Pedro in a Body, who on this Occaſion ſhew'd what 
he was able to do. Beſide his parrying all their Paſſes with. 
a ſorpriſing Agility, he mage Kon Thruſts, and held 
them all in Play at a time. \ However they were g nen z. „ 
Fs; | And 
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5 awd 0 many in Number, that as good a Swot men „ 
he was, he cou'd not have fay'd himſelf, if the Count de 
— Belſlir, who way: then going along, had not. talen his 
Ps art; 

THE Count had Courage, and was very. genercus. 
He cou'd not ſee ſo many upon a ſingle Man Without i 2 
. terpoling on his Side, He drew, and planting 1 

Don Pedro, preſs d the Serenaders ſo warmly, that th 

took to their Heels, ſome being wounded, and others 

og to be ſo, Aſter their Reitest, the Scholar Vene a 

thank'd the Count for the Succour he had given bim, but 

Belffor interrupted him; Let us leave this iſcourle, Qi 

be; are you not wounded? No, anſwer d Den Pegro. Let 

us wake off then, reply'd the, Count; I ſee you. have kill'd 

a Man; It is dangerous for you to ſtay longer in this 

| Streer; the Officers of Juſtice may . you... They 
ted away, and turn d into another Street, OY got 

to ſome Diſtance 8 that where. the Combat K ds. 


Do PEDRO, ur ug d by the Motions of a jn 'Grati- 
tude, begg'd the Count pot to conceal from him the Name 
of a Cayalier, to whom he was ſo highly oblig d. Ber 
| told it him very readily, and alfo abk d him his. The Scho- 
: yr, not caring to diſcoyer himſelf, anſwer'd he was calld 
Don Fuan de Matos, and aſſur d him, be Powders te · 
member what he had done for bim. I. ive you an. 
Opportunity, ad the Count, this Night of getting out of 
my Debt, I have a Meeting upon my Hands, which may | 
be dangerous; and was going to look for a Friend: to bear 
me Company. 1 know. your. Bravery 3, may 1 ask you, 
Den Tuan, to go with me? To doubt it, return'd the Scho- 
Ar, is to affront me; 1 cannor wake a better Uſe of the 
Life you have fav'd, than to risk it for you,. Come on; 
I am ready to follow you. | Belflor, then carry d Don Pedro. 


1 » Don. Lewis's Houſe, and both of them got up by the 


cony te to 4 ˙8 Apartment, 'As Don |Lewis had re- 
moyd-lome Day N 10 anocher Jer of the SY i 


— 


/ NES: * 


* tabeben 4 eas. wy” 
| Bis Son did not know it was his Father's Hoyſe into which A 
rhe Count introduced him; neither did he perceive. it was 
tile good Lady Marcella who uſher'd ET in, becauſe ſhe 
teceiv d them without” Light in an Anti- chamber, where 
 Belflor deſir d his Companion to ſtay while he was in his 
Lady Room. The Scholar obey d, and fate down in a 
Chair, with his naked Sword in his Hand for fear ofa 
Surprize. He began to think upon Belflor's Succels : in bis 
Amour, and wiſh'd to be as happy bimſelf.; for tho' he was 
not us d ill by bis unknown Miſtreſs, yet he was not quite 
b gracious to bim as Leonars was to the Count. As he 
was purſuing theſe Reflections, he heard ſome Body try! ing 
ently to open a Door which was not that of the Lover's 
hamber, and he faw a Light thro' the Key-hole, | He 
ſtarted vp, and advanced towards the Door, and haſtily pre- 
fented his Sword at his Father, who- was coming to Ler- 
nora's Apartment, to ſee whether the Count was not there. 


The good Man did not believe, that, after what bad pali'd, 4 E: 


his 8 and Marcella wou d dare to admit him 

and therefore he had not caus d them to lie in another 
partment. However it came into his Mind, that — 4 
they went into the Monaſtery the next Day, perhaps they 
might-be willing to ſee him for the laſt Time. Whoever. 
thou art, ſaid the Scholar, come not in here; if thou do, 
it will coſt thee thy Life, At theſe. Words Don: Lewis log d 
on Don Pedro, whio allo look'd earneſtly on. bim. They 
knew each other; Ah! my Son, cry d the old Man, rk 12 
impatiently have I expected -you ? Why did not you. let 
me know you were come? Were you afraid of 1 


my Reſt? Alas 1 can take none in the cruel Situation 


am in. O my Father, ſaid Don Pedto very much troubled, 
is it you fer Are not my Eyes deceiv'd. by. ſame: falſe 
Reſerablince| ? Whence proceeds. this Alloniſhmem i reply'd-- 
Don Lewis; are you not in your Father's Houſe ? I not 1 
ſend you Word that 1 remoy'd hither cigl-t Days ago? Ju 
Heayen! anfwer'd the Scholar, What is this | e am 


ters „* unent, A: 
8 Jjvsr 


4 
'S — * 


jus 37 as 8 aig theſe Words, No 3 who heard | 
| 2 and thought ſome Body was attacking. bis Friend, 
Frame with his Sword in his Hand out of Leondra 8 Cham · ü 


bet. When the old Man perceiv'd him, be flew into a 
Paſſion; and ſhewing bim to his Son, There, cry d he, 


is the audacious Wretch, who has robb'd me of my Re- 


250 and fix d a mortal Stain upon our Honour. Let us 
reveng d, and make Haſte to puniſh the Traytor. Thus 


fi aying, he drew his Sword which he had unger bis Night- | 


Gown, and wou'd have aſſaulted the Count, but on Pedra 


held him. Hold, my Father, ſad be; moderate, I 55 
2 


you, the Tranſports of your Anger. What do you de 


2 


Son, anſwer d the old Man, by holding my Arm? You 


imagine, without Dqubt, that it has not Strength enough 


to avenge me. Well, do yo then take Satisfaction for 
the Toſule which is done us; it was far this I ſent for- you 


Rome to Madrid. If you fall, 1 will take your | Place; the 


Count muſt either "periſh by our Swords, or take both 


| our Lives, after” he' has taken our Honaur. * 8 


"STR; reply'd Don Pedro, I cannot grant What your im- | 


paticnee expects of me, I am fo far from attempting the 


— 


| My Word is engag d, and my Honour requires it. Let us 


Lis: of the Count, that 1 came. hither only to defend it. 


de gene, Count, purſu d be .aidrefing bimfelf to Bel. ; 


Ah Cowardly Wretch, interr oo Den Lewis, looking 


on bis Son with an angry Eye, doſt thou &y 7 00 A824 


My Son, 5 


a Revenge which ought to awaken all thy Soul 
WO own Son is in the Tatereſt of the Villain, w 5 bas 
corrupted my Daughter. But do not imagine to 8 7 my 


E 1 Will call in all my Domeſticks, and will 
ke them rerenge me on his Treachery and thy ok 


Baſeneſs, Sir, reply'd' Don Pedro, be more juſt to) 


Son: Call him not Cowyard; he does not deſerve that 258 5 


ame:* The Count has fad my Life To. night. "Be ask d 
> without knowing me, to bear him Company where 
de was going : And I offer'd to ſhare the Dangers | he might 

un; An . — "OT Gratitude Na impru- 


1 
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icatly engage my Arm again@ the Honour of my E 
* Word e to defend bis Life here. 
By this 1 acquit the Debt I owe him; but I ſhall not leſs © 
ſtrongly reſent the Injury he has done us, and to-morrow 
you (hall ſee me ſeek. to ſhed his Blood with the ſame Zeal 
as you ſee me now defend it. a ure 
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THE Count, who had not ſpoken: yet, ſo amaz'd' was 
be at this Adventure, now began; Perbaps, ſaid he to the 
Scholar, you will norftaſily be able to revenge this Injury 
| by Arms, I will offer you a more certain Way to reſtore 
your Honour. I confeſs, that till this. Day 1 had no De- 
ſign to marry Leonora; but this Morning I receiv'd à Let- 
ter from ber, which has touch'd me, and her Tears have 
finiſh'd the Work: The Happineſs of being her Husband is 
now my chief Ambition. If the King has defign'd ano- 
ther Lady for you, ſaid Don Lewis, how will you excuſe your 
ſelf —— The King has propos d no one to me, interrupted | 
Reaſon was diſturbd by Love. It is a Crime which the 
violence of my Paſſion made me commit, and I attons - 
for it by confeſſing it. My Lord, anſwer d the old Man, 
after this Confeſſion, which becomes a noble Mind; 1 do 
not doubt your Sincerity. I ſee you really mean to repair | 
FF furances you give me; ſuffer.me to forget my Reſentnennt 
tal times; when: Belflor, turning to Don Pedro, And yοπο Þ 
Counterfeit Don Juan, faid he, who has already gain'd Þ |} 
my Eftcem by your incomparable ,Valgur, and your ge- 
nerous Sentiments, come hither, and let me Vomꝛ to nn 
the: Friendſhip of 2 Brother. At this, he embraced Don 
Fedto, who reeeiv d his Embraces with an bumble feſpect- 
ful Air 3 and anſwer d, My Lord. in promifing me ſb valu- 
de Friendſhip, you command mine. You me depend 
upon. a Man, who will be devoted to you: to the laſt Mo- 
r 


: 1 Fer it was' otherwiſe with Dom Pharo. As he wal ſtrongly 


— 


— eee 


{chan e e ee wh ee e e 


Sen be oa wid not loſe one Word of all that was 
mid. She was tempted at firſt to have ſhewn herſelf, and 
have run m between their Swords without knowing why; 


but Marcella hinder'd her; but when rhe skillful Duems 
faw Matters were accommodated: peaceably, ſhe thooghe 


ber Miftrefs's Preſence and her own would not kurt the 

new: Agreemeaur. They both appear'd therefore wirh 4 
Handkerchief in their Hand, and ping ran ta proſtrate 
_ themſelves" before Dom. Lenins. They were juſtiy afraid 
- that having been ſurpri d the laſt Night, the old Gen- 


uuns rife, and laid, My Daughter, dry your Tears: I will 
not reproach" you again : Since your Lover will keep the 
- Faith he ſore to you, l conſent to forget what is paſyd. 


IS, Dow Linn, aid the Count; I will marry Zeonorn; | 


| and.the-betrer to repair the Injury I have done you; and 
to give you a more com plent Satisfaction, and your $51 
©. Pledge.of the Friendſhip I'tave yow'd" him, I offer him 


my Siſter Zugenis: Ah! my Lord; cry d Den Lewb with. 


Tranſport, tow am I overwhelm'd with the Honour yon 
do my Son! What Father was ever mote pleas d! You 
no gire me as much Joy, as vo haue eau#d me Grief; 
© TF: the! old Man ſcemd e rg wes the Count's'Of- 


beinen wich bis unknowh Lady, he! food de confur'd, 
that he cou not ſpeak a Word; But Behr, 


intimate o 9 19 jt Sys 
AER his Departure, W N eon „in ler 
= ment, and rerdrn'd to his own with Don *Pridro 3 
Who laid te bim with all the Frankriefs of # Scholar,” Sir, 
pray encuſe me from marrying the Count's Siſter. It is 
 eavugh thut be marries Lamora; that Marriage is ſufficient 


| * the n of our Family. laid the ol 0 


g Man, 


3 ph CONN 
N ſerving his Perplexity, went away, "ſaying; he was" going 
do order the Preparations for this double Union, and that 
be thought it loag till b INES Tapes __ IT 1 


* * . n 


— 


—. 


and Leonora de Ceſpedes-. nr 
Man, will you be agaio& marrying the Count s Sifter ?- res 
Sir, reply d Don Pedro; this Union, I'.own, would be w 
cruel Pyniſhment to me, and I vill not conceal from vĩe 
the Cauſe, | Six Months ago 1 fell in Love. with an ad- 
mirable Lady. She receives me, and can alone make my 
Life happy. How wretehed is the Condition of a Father; 
| ſaid Don Lewis, never to have his Children diſpos d to do 
what he defires!' But who is this Lady who has made ſuch 
a mighty Impreſſion on you? I know: ber not, anſwer's : 
Don Pedro; ſhe promis d tq.-infarm- me wien ſhe was 
convinced of my Prudence and Conſtancy;' but I am per- 
ſuaded her Family is one of the moſt! conſiderahle in the 
Court. And do you think, ſaid his Father changing hie 
Tone, I ſhall have the Complaiſance to approve th RO- 
mantio Love of yours, and that I ſuffer you to renoones; 

the moſt. glorigus Advancement, Fortune cam offer you, | 
in order to preſerye your Fidelity to one uf whom y 
know not ſo much as the Name? Expect it not from 
my: Indulgence; "ſuppreſs rather the Sentiments you have 
for one who. perhaps does. not deſerve them, and think on- 
ly of meriting the Honour the Count is willing to do your 
All this Diſcourſe, Sir, reply d the Scholar, is to no Pur- 
pooſe; I. feel, I cen never forget my unknown 'Miftreſs's: | 
Nothing can diſengage me {rem her. Tho an Infanigwere | 
propos d to me Hold, 3 1 5 Lewis roughly, it is- 
too much inſolently.to- boaſt of 3: Conftancy which pro- 
vokes my Anger. Be gone, and never ba in wn 18 
ſence more, till you are ready to obey mw. 

. DON PEDRO durſt not reply to theſs Words, for 
fear of. drawing upon himſelf others more ſevere.) He te- 
tir d into a Chamber, where he paſs'd the reſt ' of the 
Nigbt in a, Train of, Reflections, as afflicting as agreeable, . 
He conſider d with Sorrow that he was /going-to emberoil 
himfclf, with, his whole Family, by refuſing to "marry" the - 
- Count's Siſter, -- But he was perfe&ly comforted when: he © | 

reflected, that his dear rey ps wou'd re 
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nn Hiſtory ef Count Belflor 


ſhiniug a Proof of his Fidelity ſhe wou d not fail to diſco? 


ver to him her Condition, which he imagin'd was little 
inferior to that of Eugenia; In this Hope, be went out by 


break of Day, and walk'd at the Pardo till the Hour came 
of Donna Fuana, which 
Was the Name of the Lady, at whoſe | Houſe be ud 7 


for him to be at the Lodging 


meet his\Miftreſs: every. Morning. 

HE found there his unknown Fair, wks reſorted thi- 
ther ſooner than ordinary; but he found her diffoly's in 
Tears with Donna Funna, and full of Sorrow. What a 

was this for 2 Lover! he approach'd her with. 

great Coneern;; and falling at her Knees, Madam; ſaid he, 

what ſhall I think of the” Condition in which 1 ſee you? 

What Misfortune is boded to me by theſe Tears, which 

me to the Heart? You do not e expe; -anſiver'd the, 

_ the fatal Blow. I have ta give vou. eruel Fortune is 

going ta enen, for l "we fall kee one anether 
no more. * ine, 4 fa. Ft fr 00; 3001 

+ SHE. accompany'd theſe Words with fo: many Sight, 
that it was dubious, whether Don Pedro was more Nc 
with what ſhe ſaid, than with the Trouble ſhe ſeem d to 
| feel as ſhe ſpoke it. juſt Heayen! cry'd he in a Tran- 
ſport of Paſſion which he odu d not command; can 70 
ſuffer an Union whith you know is innocent and pure to 
be deſtroy'd?-: But, Madam, ad led he, Aren you bare 
takem a falſe Alarm. Is it certaim you Copy torn from 
the moſt faithful Lover that ever urn Am I indeed the 


moſt unfortunate bf Men? Our Misfortune, anſwerd the 
Lady unknown, is too ſure. My Brother, who has the 
Diſp "ola of me, marries me to-day: He bas told me ſo 
8 Ah! Who is this happy Man? reply d Don Peres 
Vith Precipitation; name him to me, Madam? In my 
* Deſpdir{-++< dont . bis Name, interrupted the La- 
22 my Brother did not care to tell me. He id, he wiſh'd” 
Madam, faid Don © 
== will you ſubmit without Reliſtance to à Brothers 
Will? Wil you be dragg d to the Altar without complain- - 


ON. ſee the Gentleman firſt. But, 6 


1 


Nl :fierwards took one of her Hands, which he kifs'd with 


| od Devkdors de Celpedes! 1 
ing of being made ſo crue! a Sacrifice? Did you de othing | 
in my Favour? Alas! I was nor afraid to expoſe myſelf to MN 
my Father's Anger, to reſerve myſelf for you. His Me- 
naces cou'd not ſhake my Fidelity 3 and let him uſe me 
as rigorouſly as he can, I will not marry the Lady pro- 
pos d to me, tho ſhe be of a very conſiderable Rank. 
And who is this Lady? ſaid his 5 — Miſtreſs. She 
is the Siſter of the Count de Belflor, anſwer'd the Scho- 
lar, Ah! Don Pedro, reply'd the Lady ſeeming wornder- 
fully ſurpriz d, you certainly miſtake; you are not ſure of 
What you Gay. Is it in Truth Eugenia the Siſter of Belflor' 
that is propos d to you? Yes, Madam, reply'd Don Pedro, - 
the Count himſelf has offer d me her Hand. What, ſaid 
M fhe, is it poſſible you ſhou'd be the Gentleman for whom 
my Brother has defign'd me? What is it I hear? cryd 
the Scholar in his Turn, Is Eugenia de Belflor my unknown 
Miſtreſs? Ves, Don Pedro, reply'd ſhe; but I can ſcarcely 
hiak e e Difficulty c. 
believe the good Fortune of which you aſſure me. has 
AT theſe Words Don. Pedro. embraced her Kneesz as 


all the Tranſport which a Lover can feel, who paſſes ſud- 
| 255 from an extreme Sorrow to an Exceſs of Joy, While 
he was abandoning himſelf to the Emotion of his Love, 
Eugenia om her Part gave him a thouſand Careſſes, Which 
ſhe accompany'd with very tender and ſoothing Expreſſions; | 
What a world of Trouble, id ſhe, wound my Brother 
have fav'd me, if he had nam d the Husband he defign'd* 


me? What an Averſion” had 1 conceiy'd for my Spoue ? 


Ah, my dear Don Pedro! how have 1 hated you? Fair EA- 


genia, anſwer'd he, how charming is this Hatred to w__ 2 | 
II will deſerve it, by admiring you all my Life. AT 


AFTER the' two Lovers had given each other the 

moſt moving Tokens ot mutual Affection, Eugenia deſir . | 
to know how the Scholar had been able to gain her Bro- 
| ther's Friendſhip. Don Pedro did not hide from her the 


He of the Count and his Sifter, and related all wi 


1 Mi of Chant Behr 
paſs'd the preceding Night, It was an iditional 1 dae 
ern was to: merry her Lo. | 
vers Siſter. Donna | Fuana was tee much initereſted in 
oF Fortune of ber Friend not to be touch's wihthishap- 
Er. She rejoiced at it; as well as Don Pedro, who 


-parted from Eugenia, after they had both agreed not 
Serre to know ons anothe when they ce before the 


| DON PEDRO: return d home, agd-bi Father finding 
bim diſpoxd-to;obey. him, was plexs'd wich it che more, - 
de the pee his £ to the refolate Man- 
ner in Which be had talk'd to him the Night before. They 
expected to hear from the Gount, who ſent them 'a Letter, 
aun acquainted them, that he had obtain d the King's Con- 
| ne to hies Marriage and that of his Siſter, with a confi- 
gerable Poſt for Don Pedro; that: 2 Narri ages might 
3 perform'd the next-Day, becauſe the Orders he (had given 
them were expedited ſo well, chat-the Preparations 
Were already, very far advanced; In the Afternoon be came 
_ himfgF-ro confirm wat he e e | 
Nan to them. 20464 THE RT; 
DON LEWIS 0 ber. with (great ReſpeRt, and 
| Teovers embraced her ſcvetal Times, . Dow Pedro, 
| agitated as he wap wich the of Love 
 over-rul'd.-himf{dlf ſo far as not ti 
| Picion of their Aequsintancr. As 8 
Ste £0 cee hs 8 Kober: 'hethought he per- 
cCeir d, in ſpite of the: Couſiraint Me e oh herſelf, 
| that ſhe was not. diſpleas'd: with/Dep Pedve. In öder to 
- be better aſſur'dig this; he took her aſide for a Moment, 
and made, her iconfels: that ſbe kd the Gentleman very 
well. He told her then his Name and e Family, which 

de had tefusd to inform ber of before, leſt the Dilparit7 I 
of their. Rank ſhou'd: prejudice her againſt him; and ſhe 
to hear it, as if ſhe had been ignorant of it rillehen. 
„Ar laſt, after a Variety of Compliments on boch Sides. 
1 —— . 
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and Leonora de Ceſpedes. 115 

; I Houſe of the Count de Behr; where they were celebra- 
ed with univerſal Joy; only the Lady Marcella had no Share 
in the Mirth; ſhe wept while the others were laughing; 
for after his Marriage the Count confeſs'd the whole 
Intrigue to Don Lewis, who diſpatch'd the baſe Duena ta 
the Monaſtery * de Arrepentidas, where the thouſand Piſtoles 
ſhe had infamouſly receiy'd for ſeducing Leonora, ſerv d to 
nah oth the Remainder 
of her 18 
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lied Anſelmo and Lothario, two Gentlemen 
of great Birth and Fortune, and ſo remark- 
i able for the perfect Friendſhip that was be- 
teen them, that they went among thoſe that 
knew them, by the Name of The two . 
Friends, They were young, unmarried, and much of the 
ſame Age and Inclinations, all which ſervd to knit their 
Friendſhip the cloſer However Anſelmo was more addicted 
to Loye and Gallantry than Los hario, tho upon Occaſion. 
Anſelmo wou'd quit his Pleaſures to comply with Lorhario, 
and Lothario 1 do the ſame for him; and thus their 
Motiang were as correſpondent and regular as if they had 
both mov'd by Clock- work. Anſelmo fell deſperately in 
Love with a Lady of the fame City, young and bezufiful, 
and ſo illuſtrious for her Birth and Qualities, that he re- 
ſoly d, with the Approbation of his Friend Lor hario, without 
whonf he did nothing, to ask her of ber Parents for his 
Wife; as in ſhort he did, and Torhario was the perſun 
employed to deliver the Meſſage; wherein be ſucceeded ſo 
well, and manag'd the whole Affair ſo much to his Fricnd's | 
Vox. III. \> S 
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Satisfaction: that he was ſoon poflels'd of what he defir'd,. 


and Camilla. ſo well pleas d in having Anſelno to her Hus- 
band, that ſhe: thought ſhe 2 never ſufficiently give 
Thanks te Heaven, and to Lothurio, by whoſe Means ſhe 


had'obtain'd ſo great a Happineſs. For ſome Days, whiltt 


the Jolliry that is cuſtomary upon thoſe Occaſions laſted, 
. Tothario continu'd to frequent his Friend Anſelmo's Houſe, 


endeavouring to honour, divert and humour bim in all 


Things. But the Wedding : Liberty being over, and the 


Ceremony of Viſits and Congratulation at an end, Lotha- 
rio began induſtriouſly to abate in his Viſits, being of Opi- 
nion, as all wiſe Men opght to be, That the Houſes of 
Marryd Friends are not to be haunted ſo mach as:wheo 


they were Batchelors. For tho true Friendſhip neither can 


nor ought to ſuſpe& any Thing, yet the Honour of Mar- 
ry'd Men is ſo nice, that it ſeems liable 5 be rs. even 
by Brothers, much mote by Friends... "Fg 
" £NSELMO toob notice of een Remiſineſs, 
grievouſly' complain'dof it, ſaying That if be bed 
Eno hib arrying - wou cd have-otcaionditheLofs of his 


Friend's: Company, he wwou'd never have alter d hi Con- 


Behaviour whilſt he was 


dien; and: that ſinte their loving: 
Ivy of T 


2. Hatehelor had purchaſed them the-pleafi 
to Friends; he prayd him, he wou'd” only 
thought- cautious without any, other — m4 ſo ta- 


was dad ſo charming 4. Täle 4 be delt and therefore 
5 x migle be ue between: 
ther, that he wou'd agair command-in bis Houſe, and be 


beſeech'd- him; ifi ſueh 1 


a8 fret in it as before, aſſuring- Hm, that <Carrilly was 
wholly devoted to hie Will and Plesſute, and that - ſhe 


knowing the firter Frictdſhip there was between thew, 


was ſarptiz'd to ſee him on a ſudden: grown ſo much 2 


Stranger. £otharid anſtwer;d ite all he cod Fay to him. with = 


{6* . [udgmenit; that. anſelmo was con- 
vinced bis nourable, and they 


Lothurio ſhou'd* Tie" at bis Houſe only * be⸗ 


5 * e nn IT 
. m, 


ny to de 


agreed that 
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them, Lochario-reſolv'd he wou'd do nothing but what he 
found was: moſt for his Friend's Honour, of whoſe Repu» 
tation he was more tender than of his own, He us d to 
ſay, and with good Reaſon, That the Man on whom Hea- 
ven had beftow'd. a beautiful Wife, ought to be equally. 
cautious what Friends he admitted to his Houſe, and 
What women to his Wife's Converſation, becauſe very of- 
ten Intrigues are carried on in the Houſes of thoſe Female 
Friends and Kindred, which-cou'd never be contriv'd in te 
Church, and other publick Meetings, whither Husbands can- 
not at all times deny their Wives to go. He added, That 
every Marry d Man ought to have a Friend to put him in 
mind of what Overſights he committed in the Government 
of his Family, becauſe it may happen from the Want of 
ſuch a Friend, that a Husband thro' oyer-much. Love to his 
Wife, or for fear of diſpleaſing her, will not take notice 
of, or mind her of doing. or forbearing to do ſomething, 
the doing or omitting of which may redound to her Ho- 
nour or Diſcredit; which when advis d of by his Friend 
may eafily. be amended. But where is there ſo real, faith- 
ful, and judicious a Friend as this Lotharis ſpeaks of ! Lo» 
thario alone was he who moſt ſedaloufly conſuked his 
Friend's Honour, and endeavour'd to ſlip * ſome of: the” 
Days they had agreed he was to go to his Houle, that idle; 
People and malicious Eyes might not have the Occaſion t 
cenſure à rich young Gentleman, and one ſo: well qualify d,. 
28 he imügin d himſelf to be, for being ſo frequent in the 
Houſe of ſo beautiful a Woman as Camilla; for tho? her 
Virtue: was Proof againſt all cenſorious Tongues, yet he 
wou d not have her's or his Friend's Reputation call'd ian 
Queſtion, and therefore he diverted moſt of the Days they 
bad agreed upon, to other Affairs which he pretended were 
2 So that much Time was ſpent betwixt them 
1 on the one ſide, and framing Excuſes on 
the other. It happen d that as they were one Day walk - 
ing r Nen r le to . 
n to this Effect. 15 WY PEW 
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Y OU cannot but think, Zothario, that I can nevet have + 
too grateful a Senſe of the Bleſſings I have receiv'd from 


Heaven, in being ſo well Born, and ſo plentifully endowd 
with the Gifts both of Fortune and Nature, but above all 


in the Poſſeſſion of a Friend like you, and of ſuch a Wiſe 
as Camilla, two Jewels which I value, if not as they de- 
ſerve, yet at leaſt the beſt I am able. Yet: notwithſtand- 
ing all theſe Bleſſings, which generally are all that other 
Men require to make them happy, I am the moſt diſcon- - 
tented and diffatisfy'd Man in the World. For of late 1 
am perplex'd and haunted by fo ſtrong and unuſual a Fancy, 
that I admire at myſelf, and blame, and chidg, and endea - 
vour-to hide it from my own-Thoyghts, and can no more 
do it than if I made it my Zuſineſs to tell it to all the 
World, and ſince it muſt at laſt break out, I am willing it 
ſhou'd be lodg'd in your Breaſt, not doubting, but when 
I have thus eas d my Mind to you, who will bring tbe 
Aſſiſtance of a ſincere Friend to my Relief, I ſhall ſoon 
bo eas d of the. Trouble that oppreſſes me, and reſtor d to 
as much Satisfaction, thro your Aſſiſtance, as I lie under 
| Diſcontent through my own Madneſs, © Lorhario was a- 
mad at Anſelmos Words, and cou'd not imagine what 
ſuch a long Preamble tended to; and tho he gueſt at ma- 
ny Things his Friend might defire,: yet he was far from 
hitting the right Mark. Therefore to get the ſooner out 


of his Perplexity, he told him, That he wrong d his Friend- © + 


ip in uſing any Circumlocutions, or going about the Buſh 
in order to: diſcover his moſt hidden Thoughts to him, 
fince he might be ſure: either of his Advice, or Aſſiſtance. 
That's true, anſwer d Anſelmo; and upon that Confidence, 
I muſt tell you, Friend Zothario; That the Thing which 


5 deſtroys me is the Doubt I am in whether my Wife 


Camilla be ſo good and virtuous as imagine: and! 
cannot be convinced of this Truth, but by putting her Vir- 
tue to ſuch a Tryal as may demonſtrate the Purity of it. 
as Fire does that of Gold. For I am of Opinion, dear K. 
Friend, That a Woman is no more viruojs than as fr #3 YT. 


* 


; . 2 
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the reſiſts Temptaiod, and that ſhe alone is 
| who does not yield to the Promiles, Preſents, Tears, and 


'  eontinual Importunities of vigilant Lovers. For "what 


Thanks, faid he, to a Woman, for being good, when no 
Body ſolicites, or tempts her ro the contrary? Where is the 
Wonder if ſhe ſhou'd be reſerv'd and retir'd who has no 
Opportunity to break looſe, and knows that ſhe has a Hus= 
band that will kill her the firſt time he takes her tripping ? 
So that ſhe who is only go6d out of Fear, or for want 
& Opportunity, is not to be valu'd equally with her, who 
has been beſieg d, and attack d, and comes off victorious. 
For theſe, and many other | Reaſons I cou d urge in De- 
fence of my Opinion, I wou'd have my Wife Camilla run 
thro” all theſe Difficulties, and be try d and refin'd in the 
Fire of Courtſhip and Temptation, and that by one who 
has Worth enough to aſpire to her; and if ſhe comes off, 
as I expect, victorious from this Encounter, I ſhall then 
think my Fortune not to be equall'd. I ſhall in that Caſe 
be able to fy, I have obtain d the utmoſt of my Wiſpes. 
I will affirm, She is fallen to my Lot, of whom t he wiſe 
Man asks, o bas found her? And if it thou'd happen 
_ contrary to my Expectation, the Satisfaction of finding I 
was in the right in my Sentiments, will make the Trou- 
ble of fo coſtly an Experiment the more eaſy to me. And 
foraſmuch as all you can fay in Oppoſition to my Deſire 
will be of no Effect, I wou'd have you, Friend Lorhario, 
diſpoſe yourſelf to be the Inſtrument for my obtaining 
what I deſire: To which End I will furniſh you with a 
proper Opportunities, and ſuffer you to want for nothing 
that may be requilite to tempt a modeſt, virtuous, retir'd 
and generous Woman. And the Thing that moves me 
ſooner than any other to truſt you with this difficult Under- 
taking is, that I am fatisfy'd if Camilla ſhou'd yield to you 
you will not carry on your Victory to the utmoſt, but 
only look upon that as done which is aſſented to: And ſo 
I ſhall be only wrong d in Thought, and my Wrong lye 
bud in A Secrecy, which, wy in all that concerns 
_ | * 
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me eſe nite il yoo wht hh 
Freaſt of Death. So that if you will have me enjoy a 
Lie worth lining for, you e y enter upon 
Combat, not ty. or coldly; but with 


bar Zeal and {larneſtnels I def 6 and with that Sigcety iN 
eee promiſes. 1 _— 


THUS ſpoke r who all the while 
E to what he was ſaying, that he never 
24 r he was 
while, as if. he rd 


_— you were .in earneſt, d. ve 1 
2 to run on fo. far; but wou d 5 your | 
ng Harangue, by ſhutting my Ears againſt it. 1, fancy 
either you dont know me, or 1 you:. But that can't be, 
5 I I you gre Anſelmo. i you know. we to be B. 
wb We — wx N „ N | 
ys ou usd to tis likely you have imagin dd 
that I am not that terbear 1 ought to hes for w what you - 


X 


hape "Sid ane my nor is 
. what you aok, ft to be ad of xhat Lat haris you once 
knew. For good Friends are to be try d, and made uſe 

of, as the Poet fad, -U/que ad Ata, and no farther ; mean- 


ir 
3 
THE 
77 


"Th | ing chewy, that they ought. not to exer, 19 their Friend- 


thing that-is. an Offence to Gal. Now if this 
pigion of 2 Reathen, dom much more. is a Chri- 
gs 10- its; 14 ay 2 85 . is 


| and forbear anſweriag. 


| eee * 


Ae eee, e 


the other, and to txke away my owns at the fame time. 
For at the ſutme time that I rob you of your Honour, I 


| OE Life; ſince a Man *who has. loſt. his Ho- 
nour, is wet ſe than dead; rand if I am the Inſtrument, as 


you wou'd have me to be, of ſo much Miſchief to -you, | 
ſhall not I at the fame time be depriv'd of my Honour, 
and conſequently of my Life? Hear me, Friend Anſelmo, 
till J have dane; there will then be 
time enough for you to reply, and for me to liſten to you. 
It ſnnall be ſo, aid 2 ee eee. ane 
thavio went on. | 
METHINEKS, Anſelmo, you are at this time juſt like 
„ their 
& by quoting Texts of Scripture,” nor by ſpeculative 
9 or any thing on Matters of Faith; but 
they muſt have Inftances brought them tint are palpable, 
fx ent 
aftrarions not to be denyd; ſuch ab, for Inſtande, If 
from 2 things we tabe equi! things, the remainder wil 
And ia"caſe they do not conceive this by word 


| CGG os bh KV nk it muſt be ſhown 


them by Operation, und lay'd before their Eyes and yet 


no Man can convince them of the Fruth of our holy Re- 


lgion. The fame form and method will be proper for nie 
to uſe with you; for your preſent Ourioſity is ſo wild and 
remote from any thing reaſonable, that it "vill be but 46G 


of Time to ſhevr you the Extruvagaucy of it; ſo that 'T have F 


been half inclin'd to lexve you to your Matdnts, as a Pu- 
niſhment of your wicked TInclination : But the Friendſhip. 
I have for you wilt not ſuffer me to ule you, ſo ſeverely, 
becauſe ir allows tne nor to ſeave you expo d to utter Ruin. 


Pies ir 9nd tell me. -A/eim, do you not tay T- 


anempru reery'd Wonran ? To corrupt one that s 
— To bout 2 diſerett oe? Yh¹ Mn 
have t Then, if you know. you! hive'afreſery'd, 

peed, and diſcreet "Wil; -wints . 
N * ; 


undauhted, and like Mathentatical De- 
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aim at? And if you believe ſhe will repulſe all my Aſſaultz, 
as doubtleſs ' ſhe will, what better Names can you give 
her than what ſhe has already? Or in what will ſhe be more 
than ſhe is at preſent? Either you do not believe her ſuch 
as you ſay, or elſe you know not what you ask. If you 
do not think her ſuch as you have reported her, to what 
End will you try her? But rather do by her as you wou'd 
by a baſe diſloyal Wife. But if ſhe is ſo good as you be- 
lieve, it will be impertinent to make an Experiment of 
her Truth; for after it is made it muſt remain in the ſame 
Eſteem as before, So that it is undeniable, That to make 
a Tryal of things, which upon the Tryal may rather 
turn to our Detriment than Advantage, eſpecially when 
there is no Neceſſity for ſuch Tryal, is the Part only of 
2 Fool, or Madman; particularly when we attempt things 
which we are not neceſſitated or compell'd to, and which 
at a great Diftance ſhew that the undertaking of them is 
mere Madneſs, Difficulties are to be undertaken either for 
the Sake of God, or out of ſome worldly view, or for 
both. Thoſe that are undertaken for the Sake of God, 
are ſuch as the Saints enter d themſelves into, when they 
_ endeayour'd to lead the Life of Angels, in Human Bodies. 
_ Thoſe that are undertaken for the World, are ſuch as they 
attempt who traverſe vaſt Seas, various Climates, ſtrange 
Nations, and all to obtain what they call the Goods of 
Fortune And thoſe that are undertaken for the Sake of 
God and of the World at once are what are embraced by 
the Magnanimous Soldiers, who no ſooner ſee ſo much of 
the Enemy's. Wall laid open as may be overthrown by a 
Canon; Bullet, but laying aſide all Fear, without conſidering, 
or reflecting on the Danger that threatens them, carry d 
away on the Wings of 'Zeal for their Religion, their Prince, 
or Country, they mount the Breach with a Conſtancy un- 
ſhaken amidſt a thouſand ſeveral ſorts of Death that threat- 
en them. © Theſe are the things, that are uſually attempt- 
ed; and it is honourable, glorious, and profitable to at- 
tempt them, tho? attended with never ſo many * 
: an 


———_ 
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ind Tnconveniences. But that which you propoſe to be 


attempted, and put in Execution, will neither purchaſe you 


Glory before God, nor the Goods of Fortune, nor 


Fame among Men; for ſhou'd you ſucceed according to 


your Defires, you will be no Greater, no Richer, nor Bet- 
ter than you are already; and ſhou'd you miſcarry, you 
will fall into the greateſt Miſery imaginable. For it will 
not avail you then to think no one knows the Misfortune 
that has befallen you, ſince your own Knowledge of it 


will be ſufficient to confound and deſtroy you. For 2 


Confirmation of this Truth, I will repeat to you a Stanza 
made by the famous Poet Luis Tanſilo, at the end of his 
firſt part of St. Peter's Tears, which is as follows, 


Phoſphor no ſooner uſher'd in the Morn, 

Than Peter felt his dire Remorſe return. 

In vain his Crimes conceal 'd from Mortal Eyes, 

His Guilt purſues him whereſoe'er he flies, 

When generous Minds thro human Frailty err, 

There needs no Summons cite them to the Bar, 
They do themſelves iz conſcious Guilt purſue, 

Are Tudges, Fury, and Accuſers too. 


SO that its being ſecret will not alleviate your Grief, 
but you will rather have continual cauſe to Weep, if not 
Tears at your Eyes, yet Tears of Blood in your Heart; like 
thoſe the filly Doctor ſhed, who, our Poet tells us, made 
the Tryal of the Cup or Veſſel, which afterwards the 
Wiſe Reynald more diſcreetly refus'd to do: For tho' it be 
a Poetical Fiction, yet it has a Moral worthy of our No- 
tice and Imitation. But what I have next to offer will 
fully convince you of the great Error you are running your- 
ſelf into. Tell me, Anſelmo, if Heaven, or Fortune had 
made you Maſter of a rich Diamond, which in the Opi- 
nion of all the Lapidaries, to whom it had been ſhewn, was 
of as fine a Water, and Figure, and as free from Blemiſh, or 
Defect, as the Nature of the Stone cou'd bear, and you 
. „„ Pourſelf 


130 The Curious Impertiuent. 
_ yourſelf heliev'd it to be ſo, and knew nothing to the con: 
trary; wou'd it be reaſonable in you to lay that Diamond 
on an Anvil, and try with a Hammer in your Hand whe. 
ther it was really ſo firm and hard as it had been repre- 
ſented ? If the Stone ſhou'd ſtand the Tryal, it wou'd not 
be of more Value or Eſteem than it was before; and if it 
ſhou'd break, as probably it might, wou'd not the Owner 
be laugh'd at for a Fool, or a Madman ? Imagine then, 
Friend Anſelmo, that Camilla is a rich Diamond, both in 
your own and other Mens Opinions, and that it is not 
reaſonable to expoſe her to the Danger of being broken; 
for tho? ſhe remain whole ſhe can be of no greater Value 
than ſhe is; and if ſhe ſhou'd fail and not ſand the Tryal, 
conſider with yourſelf what a Condition you wou'd then 
be in, and how juſtly you might blame yourſelf, for hay- 
ing been the Cauſe of hers and your own Ruin. Conſi - 
der there is no Jewel in the World ſo valuable as a chaſte 
and virtuous Wife, and that all the Honour of Women 
conſiſts in the good Reputation they are held in; and ſince 
your Wife's is ſo unqueſtionable as you yourſelf know it 
ro be, to what Purpoſe will you make a Doubt of a 
known Truth? Obſerve, Friend, that Woman is an im- 
perfect Creature, and that no Rubs ought to be laid in her 
way at which ſhe may ſtumble or fall, but they muſt be 
carefully remov d, and the Way clear'd before her, that ſhe 
may advance without any Hinderance to the Perfection ſhe 
wants, which conſiſts in being Virtuous. Naturaliſts tell 
us, the Ermin is a little Beaſt with a milk-white Skin, 
and when the Hunters wou'd catch it they uſe this Art; 
knowing the Way it will take they lay Dirt acroſs, and 
drive the Ermin towards it, and as ſoon as it comes to the 
Mud it ſtands ſtill, and ſuffers itſelf to be taken, rather than 
paſs thro* the Mud, and loſe or ſully its Whiteneſs, which 
it values above Life or Liberty. A modeſt chaſte Woman 
is like an Ermin, and the Virtue of Chaſtity is far whiter 
than Snow; and he that wou'd not have her loſe, but pre- 
ſerve it unſully'd, muſt make uſe of other Methods 3 
1 ole 
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thoſe us d towards the Ermin; he muſt not defile the Path, 
wherein'ſhe is to tread, with the ſmooth deluſive Allute- 
ments of importunate Lovers, ſince it is more than pro- 
bable her natural Strength and Virtue will not be ſuffici- 
ent to enable her to ſurmount, and trample under her Feet 
the Obſtacles that are thus laid in her Way; he ought ra- 
ther to remove them, and to lay before her the Whiteneſs. 
of her Virtue and the Beauty of a good Reputation. A 
Woman is alſo like a clear bright Chryſtal Mirror, which is 
ſubje& to be clouded and overcaſt with the leaſt Breath 
that comes near it. Virtuous Women muſt be us'd like 
Holy Relicks, be worſhipp'd, but not touch'd. A Virtu- 
ous Woman may be compar'd to a well-cultivated Garden 
full of Roſes and other Flowers, whoſe Owner ſuffers no 
Body to trample upon,.or handle them; tis enough they 
enjoy their Fraprancy at a Diſtance; and thro the Iron 
Grates, To conelude, I will repeat to you ſome Verſes 
that occur to my Memory upon this Occaſion, I learnt 
them out of a Modern Play, and I think. they are pat to 
the Purpoſe we are now upon. An experienced old Man 
caution'd a. Friend of his, the Father of a young Maiden,. 
to keep her in, ſecure, and obſerve her, and among other. 
things gives him his Advice in the Words following: 

| I. 
Women like Venice Glaſſes are, 
A very very brittle Ware; 
Then do not, in a fooliſh Freak, 
Try if that brittle ure will breaks. 
II. 8 
When Woman once begins to ſtray, 
And leave the Paths of Honour, 
In full Career ſhe hies away; 
All Care is loſt upon her. 
III. 
De careful therefore, but not jealous, 
And keep her from intreiguing Fellomsz; 
Since whereſoe'er-a Danae grows, 
Bright Gold in fleecy Currents flows.. 
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HAT I have hitherto faid, Auſelmo, has been with 
Regard to you ; it is fit I ſhou'd add ſomething relating 
to myſelf. And if I am tedious, excuſe me; it is all little 
enough, conſidering the Labyrinth into which you have 
run yourſelf, and out of which you would have me fetch 
you. You count me your Friend, and yet you wou'd de- 
prive me of my Honour, which is an unreaſonable thing; 
and this is not all, for you wou d have me rob you of yours, 
That you will take away mine is plain; for there is no doubt, 
but when Camilla obſerves me making Love to her, ſhe 
will look upon me to be a baſe and diſloyal Man, ſince l 
attempt and act ſo contrary to my own Duty and your 
Friendſhip. That you would have me deprive you of yours, 
is not to be doubted ; becauſe Camilla ſeeing me make 
Love to her, muſt imagine I have obſerv'd ſome Lightneſs 
in her, which embolden d me to make known my wicked 
Deſire to her, and ſhe looking upon herſelf as diſhonour'd 
therein, her Diſhonour will redound upon you. as being the 
ſuperior Part of her. And therefore it is, that generally 
the Husband of an Adulterous Wife, tho' he knows it not, 
nor has given her any Occaſion to tranſgreſs, nor had it 
in his Power to prevent his Misfortune, as not proceeding 
from any Neglect, or Want of Care in him, yet he goes 
under a ſcandalous and reproachful Name, and they that. 
know his Wife's Wickedneſs look upon him with ſome 
ſort of Contempt, inſtead of regarding him with Compaſ- 
ſion; foraſmuch as his wicked Companion has been the 
Cauſe of his Diſgrace, and that it doth not proceed from 
any Fault of his own. But give me Leave to tell you the 
Reaſon, why the Husband of an ill Wife is diſhonour'd, 
tho' he knows it not, nor is any way to blame, nor had 
any hand in it, or gave Occaſion to be ſo; and be not 
weary of hearing me, for it is all for your good. When 
God placed our firſt Father Adam in · the terreftial Paradiſe, 
the Scripture ſays, he laid him in a deep Sleep, and that as 
he was ſleeping he took a Rib out of his left Side, whereof 
he made our firſt Mother Eve, and as ſoon as Adam 4 
; "7 0 
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wak'd and fiw her, he faid, This is Fleſh of my Fleſh and 
Bone of my Bones. And God faid, For her ſhall a Man 
forſake his Father and Mother, and they ſhall be one Fleſh. 
And then was inſtituted the divine Sacrament of Matri- 
mony, and ſo knit that only Death can abſolve it. And 
the Virtue of this wonderful Sacrament is ſuch, that it 
makes two diſtin& Perſons one and the fame Fleſh; nay 
it has a ſtronger Efficacy upon thoſe who live happily to- 
gether, for tho they have two Souls, they have but one 
Will, This is the Reaſon that the Wife's Fleſh being the 
fame with that of her Husband, the Pollution of Her's in- 
tc&s His, tho' as has been ſaid, he is innocent of the Sin 
from whence the Contagion aroſe. For as the whole Body 
is ſenſible of the Foot, or any other of its Members, be- 
ciuſe it is all the ſame Fleſh, and the Head feels the Hurt 
that is done to the Ankle, tho' it be not Author of it; ſo 
the Husband partakes of the Wife's Diſhonour, as being 
one and the ſame thing with her. And ſince the Honours 
and Diſhonours of this World, are all of, and proceed from, 
Fleſh and Blood, and thoſe of a wicked Woman are of this 
ſort, it follows of Conſequence, that the Husband muſt 
partake of them, 2nd be look'd upon as diſhonour'd, tho? 
it be done without his Knowledge, Conſider therefore, 
Anſelmo, the Danger you expole yourſelf to, in going a- 
bout to diſturb the Quiet your Wife lives in. Conſider 
how vain and impertinent a Curioſity it is to ſtir the Hu- 
mours that now lye ſettled in your Wife's Breaſt, Remem- 
ber that all you can gain is inconſiderable, and what you 
will loſe is ſo great, that I muſt leave it there, becauſe I 
want Words to expreſs it. But if all I have faid is not 
ſufficient to divert you from your il] Reſolution, you muſt 
ſeek ſome other Inſtrument of your Diſhonour and Mis- 
fortune, for I muſt refuſe the Office, tho? on that Ac- 
count I ſhould loſe your Friendſhip, which is the greateſt 
Loſs I can imagine. \ | 
THIS faid, the diſcreet and virtuous Lothario was fi- 
knt, and Anſtimo remain'd fo full of Confuſion, that for 
along 
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a long while he could not anſwer a Word; but at lf 
he ſaid to him, I have given Ear, Friend Lothario, to all 
you thought fit to fay, with the Attention you have ſeen, 
and by your Arguments, Examples, and Compariſons dif. 
cover your great Wiſdom, and the height of your perfe& 
Friendſhip; I am alfo ſenſible, and confeſs, that if I do 
not. follow your Opinion, but adhere to my own; I fly 
from Good, and run after Evil. This being allow'd, you 
muſt imagine I now labour under that Diſtemper ſome 
Women are ſubject to, when they eat Clay, Plaiſter, Coals, 
and other things worſe than theſe, tho they are loathſome 
to the Sight, and much more to the Taſte; ſo that it is 
requiſite to uſe ſome Artifice to cure me, which might 
eaſily be effected, if you would only begin, tho? in a cold 
and feign'd Love to Camilla, who cannot be fo eaſy as to 
ſurrender at the firſt Attack, and this ſmall beginning will 
fatisfy me, and you will therein do what is due to our 
Friendſhip; not only in ſaving my Life, but in perſuading 
me not to loſe my Honour. And you are oblig'd to do 
this, for one only Reaſon, which is, That I being reſoly'd 
to put this Tryal in Practice, you muſt not ſuffer me to 
diſcover my Madneſs to another, which would hazard 
that Honour you are endeavouring to preſerve; and if yours 
be for a time under ſome Blemiſh in Camilla's Opinion, 
whilſt you make Love to her, it ſignifies little or nothing; 
for you may ſoon, when we have diſcover'd in her that 
Virtue we look for, acquaint her with the whole Truth 
of our Contrivance; by which your Reputation will be re- 
ſtor'd to its Purity. And ſince the Hazard you run is fo very 
ſmall, and the Pleaſure I ſhall receive fo exceeding great, 
do not omit it, tho you diſcover in it never fo many In- 
conveniences; for, as J have faid, if you will but only be- 

gin, I ſhall look upon the Buſineſs as done, 
LOTHARIO. perceiving Anſelmo was. poſitively re- 
ſolv'd, and not knowing what further Examples to urge, 
or Arguments to uſe to diſſuade him, and ſeeing he threat- 
ned that he would acquaint another with bis unreaſonable 
: ; 5 Re. 
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to communicate to him, He alſo bid Camilla not leave 
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Requeſt, to prevent further Harm. he reſolv'd to comply 
with him, and do what he delir'd; bein 7 fully reſolv d ſo 
ud be ſatisfy d, 

without raiſing any Storm in Camilla's Thoughts; and 
therefore he anſwer d him, That he need not acquaint any. 
other with that Buſineſs, for he would take it upon him, 
and begin whenſoever he thought fit. Anſelmo embraced: 
him, and thank'd him as heartily as if he had done him 
ſome fignal Service, They both agreed the Tryal ſhould 
begin the next Day; accordingly Anſelmo was to give him 
Leiſure and Opportunity to talk with Camilla alone, and 
furniſh him with Money and Jewels to offer and preſent 
her. He advis'd him to ſerenade her, to write Verſes in 
Praiſe of her, and if he would not take the Pains to make 
them himſelf, he would compoſe them for him. Lothario 
offer'd to do all he delir'd; but with a far different Inten- 
tion than Anſelmo imagin'd: And having thus ſettled this 
Affair, they return'd to Auſelmo's Houſe, where they found 
Camilla expecting her Husband with Impatience and Trou- 
ble of Mind, becauſe he ſaid out that Day longer than 
uſual, Zothario went home to his own Houſe, and Anſelmo 
aid in his, the one as well pleas'd, as the other was 

penſive, and deliberating what were the proper Steps to 
take, to get well off from ſuch an impertinent Buſineſs. 
That Night he contriv'd how he might beſt deceive his 
Friend, without weonging Camilla, and the next Day came 
to dine with him, and was well receiv'd by Camilla; 
who always entertain'd and made very much of him, be- 
cauſe of the Love ſhe knew her Husband had for him, 
Dinner ended, the Cloth was taken away, when Anſelmo 
defired Lotharis to keep Camilla Company, whilſt he went 
about ſome earneſt Buſineſs, adding that he wou'd return. 
within an Hour and a half. Camilla deſir d him not to go, 
and Lothario offer d to bear him Company; but all was in 
vain, for he preſs d Los hario to ſtay and expect him; for 
that at his Return he ſhou'd have ſomething of Moment 
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Lothario alone till he return'd. In ſhort, he ſo well counter 
feited the Neceſſity or the Folly of his Abſence, that no bo- 
dy could have gueſs d it was Teign'd. Anſelmo went away; 
and left Lothario and Camilla alone at the Table, for all the 
Family was gone to Dinner. Lothario now found himſelf 
in the Liſts where his Friend had wiſh'd him, facing an 
Enemy, who with only her Beauty might have overcome 
a whole Squadron of arm'd Men: Conſider whether Le- 
thario had not Cauſe to fear her: But reſting his Elbow 
on the Arm of the Chair, and his Head on his Hand, he 
begg'd Carmilla's Pardon for his Rudeneſs, telling her he 
was diſpos d to take a little Reſt till the Return of Au. 
ſelmo. Camilla offer'd him a Couch that lay in the next 
Room, and advis'd him to go in, and ſleep there. Lo- 
' thario wou'd not aecept of it, but ſlept in his Chair til 
Anſelmo return'd; who finding Lothario aſleep, and Camilla 
in her Chamber, thought his Abſence had given them both 
time enough to talk, and ſleep too, and he long'd for Lo- 
thario to wake, that he might go out with him, and en- 
quire after his Succeſs. All fell out as he could have wiſh'd; 
Lothario wak'd; they both went out: He ask'd what he 
deſird to know; and Lethario anſwer'd, That he had not 
thought fit to be too open the firſt time; and had there- 
fore only commended Camilla's Beauty, telling her that all 
the Talk of the Town run upon nothing elſe but her Beauty 
and Diſcretion; and that he had thought this a proper In- 
troduction to gain her Good-will, and diſpoſe: her to hear 
him another time the more willingly; uſing the ſame Ar- 
tifice the Devil does, when he would deceive one that is 
upon bis Guard, for he then transforms himſelf into an 
Angel of Light, and laying plauſible Things before him, 
at laſt diſcovers who he is, and compaſſes his Deſign if 
the Deceit be not diſcover'd at firſt. All this was highly 
acceptable to Anſelmo, who ſaid, he would give him the 
fame Opportunity every Day, tho' he did not go abroad, 
for he would ſo employ his Time at home, that Camilla 
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MANY Days paſs'd in this manner, during which 
Lotharis ſpoke not one Word to Camilla; tho he told 
Anſelmo the contrary, and that he cou'd not diſcover in her 
the leaſt token of Compliance, or any glimpſe of Hope 
for himſelf, but that ſhe rather threatned to acquaint her 
Husband with his diſhonourable Deſigns, if he perſiſted in 
them. That's well, quoth 4»/elmo, hitherto ſhe has with- 
ſtood Words; we muſt now try what Proof ſhe will be 
apainſt Actions; To-morrow I will give you two thou- 
fnd Crowns in Gold, to preſent her, and as many more 
to buy Jewels to allure her; for Women, eſpecially when 
they are handſome, tho they be never ſo chaſte, love to 
be richly cloath'd and fine : And if ſhe reſiſts this Tempta- 
tion, I ſhall and will give you no further Trouble. Lotha- 
tio anſwer d, That ſince he had begun, he would purſue 
it, tho? he doubted not, but that he ſhould come off with 
Shame and Diſgrace. The next Day he receiv'd the four 
Thouſand Crowns, and with them no leſs Confuſion; for 
he knew not what to do to invent new Lyes; but in 
ſhort, he reſoly'd to tell him, That Camilla was as impreg- 
nable to Gifts and Promiſes, as ſhe had been to Words, 
and that there was no Occaſion to trouble himſelf any 
farther, for it was only loſing time. But Fate, which or- 
dain d things after another manner, ſo diſpos d it, that An- 
ſelmo having left Lothario and Camilla alone, as he us'd 
to do at other times, he ſhut himſelf up in a Room, and 
through the Key-hole of the Door liſten'd and obſery'd 
what they did, and faw that in more than half an Hour 
Lothario ſpoke not one Word to Camilla, nor would he 
have done it, tho' he had been there an Age. Then be 
perceiy'd, that all his Friend had told him. concerning Ca- 
milla's Anſwers was falſe, and mere Fiction; and to try 
whether it were ſo, he came out of his Chamber, and ta- 
king Lothario aſide, ask'd him, What News he had, and 
what Temper Camilla was in ? Lothario anſwer'd, That 
he never deſign'd to motion that Buſineſs any more, be- 
cauſe ſhe anſwer d fo barſhly, that he could not find = 
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his Heart to ſay one Word more to her about it, Ah 11: 
#hario, Lothario, quoth Anſelmo, how ill do you anſwer 
the Truſt I repoſe in you, and the Kindneſs you owe me? 
J have been all this while looking thro' the Key-hole, and 
have from thence obſery'd, that you ſpoke not a Word 
to Camilla: By which I imagine, you have never open'd 
your Lips to her; and if it be ſo, as I make no doubt 
but it is, why do you deceive me? and why do you by 
one Stratagem, that muſt end in my Confufion, fruſtrate 
another I had laid for my Repoſe and Quiet? Anſelmo ſaid 
no more; but this was enough to put Lothario out of Coun- 
tenance, who almoſt looking upon it as a point of Diſ- 
honour to have been taken in a Lye, ſwore to Anſelmo, 
That from thenceforwards he would ſo wholly take it 
upon him to do his Pleaſure without any Prevarication, 
as he might himſelf obſerve, if he would watch him; 
but that it was needleſs to uſe any ſuch Precaution, be- 
cauſe he would take ſuch care to give him Satisfaction, 
that he ſhould have no Cauſe to ſuſpe& him. Anſelmo be- 
liev'd him, and to give him the better Opportunity ard 
greater Security, he reſoly'd to abſent himſelf from home 
for the ſpace of eight Days, and go to a Country Seat 
of a Friend, not far from the City. He. agreed with his 
Friend to fend a very preſſing Meſſage to him, that he 
might have an Excuſe to make to Camilla for leaving her. 
Unhappy and inconſiderate Anſelmo, what are you doing? 
What do you contrive? What is it you aim at? Conſider 
you act againſt yourſelf, contriving your own Diſgrace, 
and laying a Plot for your own Ruin. Your Wife Ca- 
milla is virtuous, you enjoy her quietly and peaceably, no 
Body diſturbs your Pleaſure; her Thoughts do not exceed 
the Limits of her Houſe, you are her ven- upon Earth, 
the End of her Deſires, the Complement of her De- 
light, and the Rule her Will is govern'd by, which ſhe 
always fits to yours and the Will of Heaven. Now ſince 
the Mine of her Honour, Beauty, Virtue, and Retiredneſ 
yields up to you all its Riches, to what Purpoſe will 5 


oo EO Bos RE, SS: ww * nw 03 I OF Go has Goa cs my 5 


.The Curious Impertinent. 139 


fink the Ground, and ſearch after Veins of a new imagi- 
"nary Treaſure, expoſing yourſelf to the Danger of having 
the whole fall in, as being ſupported on the weak Props 
of her frail Nature. Conſider, it is but reaſonable that he 
who ſeeks Impoſſibilities, ſhou'd fail of thoſe things that 
are poſlible, 3 | 

ANSELMO went the next Day, as he had determin d, 
into the. Country, telling Camilla, That whilſt he was 
abſent, Lorhario wou'd charge himſelf with the Care of 
his Family, and dine with her, and that ſhe ſhou'd uſe 
him as ſhe wou'd himſelf. Camilla, like a diſcreet and 
virtuous Woman, was troubled at what her Husband or- 
der'd ; and bid him reflect, That it did not look well that 
any Body in his Abſence ſhou'd fill his Place at Table; that 


if he doubted of her Diſcretion in the Government of his 


Family, he might try for that Time, and wou'd find by 
Experience, that ſhe cou'd undergo greater Burdens, An- 
ſelmo told her, it was his Pleaſure, and there was no more 
to be ſaid, but to ſubmit and obey. Camilla ſaid ſhe wou d, 
tho' againſt her Inclinations. Anſelmo departed, and the 
next Day Lothario came to his Houſe, where he was kind- 
J receiv'd and modeſtly entertain d by Camilla, who con- 
triv'd never to be alone, but had always her Men and Wo- 
men Servants about her, eſpecially a Maid whoſe Name 
was Leonela, for whom ſhe had a particular Kindneſs, be- 
cauſe they had been bred together from their Childhood 
at her Father's, and when ſhe marry'd Anſelmo, ſhe brought 
her with her. For the three firſt Days Lothario never ſpoke 
a Word to her, tho' he might have done it when the Cloth 
Was taken away and the Family gone to dine in. baſte, 
for ſo Camilla had order'd it: And tho? Leonela was directed 
always to dine before Camilla, and never to ſtir from her; 


yet ſhe, whoſe Head ran on other Things that were more 


to her Mind, and wanted ſome Time and Opportunity for 
her own Pleaſure, did not always obey her Miſtreſs's Com- 


mands; but left her alone with Lothario, as if ſhe had 


been order d ſo to do. However Camilla's modeſt Carriage, 


v a * 
b 


— 


140 The Curious Impertinent. 


her Gravity and Reſervedneſs were ſuch, as ty d up 74: 
tharios Tongue, But that Virtue which tied up his Tongue 
for ſome time, at laſt ended in the Ruin of them both. 
For tho the Tongue was ſilent, Thought play d its Part, 
and had Leiſure particularly to contemplate the Perfections 
of Camilla's Goodneſs and Beauty, which might have over- 
come a marble Statue, much more a Heart of Fleſh. The 


Opportunity Lothario had of talking to her was ſpent in 


gazing on her, and in conſidering how worthy ſhe was 
to be belov'd. This Thought begun by degrees to weigh 
down the Reſpe& he ow'd Anſelmo, and he had it in his 
Head a thouſand times to leave the City, and be gone 
where Anſelmo might never ſee him more, nor he Ca. 
milla; bur the Pleaſure he took in gazing on her already, 


prevented him. He ſtruggled with himſelf, and labour 


to reject and ſtifle the Pleaſure he receiv'd in viewing 
Camilla. He condemn'd himſelf when alone for his Madneſs, 
and call'd himſelf falſe Friend, and il] Chriſtian, He fram'd 
Dialogues, and made Compariſons betwixt himſelf and 
Anſelmo, and ſtill he concluded, faying, That Anſelmos 
- Madneſs and Preſumption exceeded his Breach of Faith, and 
that he ſhou'd fear no Puniſhment for his Crime, were it 
as excuſable before God as it was before Man; In ſhort, 
Camilla's Beauty and Perfection, together with the Oppor- 
tunity the fooliſh Husband had given him, overthrew Lo- 
thario's Fidelity, and without regarding any Thing but his 
Paſſion, when Anſelmo had been three Days abſent, during 
which time he was in a continual Combat with himſelf 
to oppoſe his Affections, he began to diſcbver his Love to 
Camilla, with much Confuſion indeed, but in ſuch amo- 

reus Terms, that Camilla was aſtoniſh'd, and riſing from 
the Place were ſhe fat, went haſtily away into her Cham» 
ber without anſwering him a Word. However this Re- 
pulſe did not cauſe Lorhario to caſt away all Hope, which 
always attends Love; but on the contrary he valued her 
the more for it. She having obſerv'd that in Lothario which 


the. cou d never have imagin d, knew not what to gs 
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and thinking it neither ſafe, nor convenient to give him 
another Opportunity of talking to her, ſhe reſolv'd to ſend 
2 Servant of hers that very Night, as ſhe did, with a 
Note to Anſelmo, which was to this Effect, 


1 an Army is not ſafe without its General, or a Caſile 
without its Governor, ſo a young Marry'd Woman is not 
as ſhe ought to be without her Husband, when moſt urgent 
Occaſions do not call him from her. I find my ſelf ſo uneaſie 
without you, and ſo unable to endure your Abſence, that if 
you don't return ſpeedily, I ſhall be forced to go and divert 
my ſelf at my Father's, tho I leave your Houſe without any 
Keeper: for I think the Keeper you left me, if he was left 
as ſuch, minds his own Pleaſure more than your Buſmeſs ; 
and ſince you are wiſe, I need ſay no more, nor is it fit 1 
ſhou'd, | | 
. ANSELMO receiv'd this Letter, and by it underſtood 
that Lot hario had enter d upon the Buſineſs, and that Ca- 
mills had made a Return to his Wiſh. Being over-joy'd 
at this News, he return'd an Anſwer to Camilla by Word 
of Mouth, That fhe ſhou'd make no Alteration in her 
Houſe upon any Account, for he wou'd be at Home very 
ſpeedily. Camilla was ſurpriz d at Anſelmo's Anſwer, which 
put her into more Confuſion than ſhe was in before; be- 
cauſe ſhe durſt neither ſtay at home, nor go to her Father's ; 
for by ſtaying ſhe endanger d her Honour, and in going diſ- 
obey d her Husband's Commands. At length ſhe reſolv'd 
upon what prov'd worſt in the Event, which was to ſtay, 
deſigning not to ſhun Lothario, leſt the Servants ſhou'd 
take Notice of it; and now ſhe was ſorry ſhe had written 
to her Husband, fearing leſt he ſhou'd think Lothario had diſ- 
coyer'd ſome Lightneſs in her, which had mov'd him not 
to pay her the Reſpe& that was her due. But being fa- 
tisfy'd of her own Honour, ſhe put her Confidence in 
Ged, and in her good Reſolution, which was to oppoſe 
Silence againſt all that Lothario cou'd ſay to her, without 
| ” | acquaint» 
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acquainting- her Husband with it any more, for fear of 
bringing him into ſome Quarrel or Danger; nay, ſhe was 
contriying how to excuſe Lothario to Anſelmo, when he 


ſhou'd ask her what Reaſon ſhe had for writing that Let · 


ter. With this rather honourable, than wiſe or advanta- 
gious Reſolution, ſhe the next Day heard Zothario, who 
preſs'd her ſo hard, that her Conſtancy began to ſtagger, 
and her Modeſty had much ado to have recourſe to her 
Eyes, that they might not diſcover ſome amorous Senti- 
ments, Which Lothario's Words and Tears had ſtir d up in 
her Breaſt. All this Lothario obſerv'd, and it enfi=m'd him 
the moro. In ſhort, he was of Opinion, That he ought 
to puſh on the Siege he had laid to that Fortreſs with the 
utmoſt Vigour, whilſt he had the Advantage of 4»/elmo's 
Abſence ; and ſo he attack'd her Pride with the Commen- 
dations of her Beauty, for nothing ſo ſoon conquers and ſub. 
dues the towring Vanity of beautiful Women, as Vanity 
it ſelt convey'd on the Tongue of Flattery. In a Word, 
he ſo cunningly undermin d the Rock of her Honour, that 
tho' Camilla had been made of Braſs, ſhe muſt have fallen, 


He wept, begg d, offer d, flatter d, urg'd; and counterteited 


ſo much to the Life, that Camilla's Modeſty was over- 
thrown, and he triumph'd where he leaſt expected, and 
moſt coveted. Camilla yielded. Camilla ſurrender'd; what 
Wonder then if Lotharw's Friendſhip cou'd not ſtand the 
Shock ! From whence we may learn, That the Paſſion of 
Love is only to be overcome by flying from it, and that 
no Body muſt preſume to encounter ſo powerful an Ene- 
my; for it requires Divine Strength to overcome his, tho 
Human. Only Leonela was privy to her Miſtreſs's Frailty, 
' which cou'd not be conceal'd from her by the falſe Friends 
and new Lovers. Lot hario thought not fit to acquaint Ca- 
milla with what had been impos'd upon him by Anſelmo, 
nor that he had given him the Opportunity of advancing 
ſo far; leſt ſne ſhou'd value his Affection the leſs, and 
imagine that he had made Love to her at firſt merely out 
of Compliance to his Friend, and not defignedly, 1 
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ANSELMO return'd home in a few Days, and did 
not miſs what was wanting in his Wife, which was what 
he had moſt expos d, and yet moſt valu d. He went away 
immediately to ſee Lothario, and found him in his Houſe, 
where they embraced each other, and Anſelmo enquired af- 
ter what he ſaid ſo nearly concern'd him, that his Life or 
Death depended upon it. The News I have to tell you, 
Friend Anſelmo, ſaid Lothario, is, that you have ſuch a 
Wife, as may juſtly be accounted the Honour and Glory 
of Women, The Words I have ſaid to her vaniſh'd into Air, 
my Offers have been undervalu'd, Gifts refus d, and ſome. 
counterfeit Tears have been made a Jeſt of. In fine, as 
Camilla is the Perfection of Beauty, ſo is ſhe the very Re- 
fidence of Honour, Civility, Modeſty, and all other Vir- 
tues that can make an honeſt Woman commendable and 
happy. Take back your Money, Friend, here it is, I have 

had no Opportunity of uſing it, for Camilla's Virtue is not 

to be ſubdu'd by ſuch mean Things as Gifts or Promiſes, 
Be ſatisfy'd, Anſelmo, and make no further Tryals than 
have been made already, And fince without wetting your 
Feet you have over-paſs'd an Ocean of Doubts and Jealou- 
fies which may be had of Women, do not launch again 
into the deep Sea of new Inconveniences, nor employ any 
other Pilot to make Tryal of the Goodneſs and Strength 
of the Ship, on Board which Heaven has embark'd you 
to ſail thro the Sea of this World: But reckon yourſelt in 
a ſafe: Harbour, moor yourſelf with Anchors of ſolid Conſi- 
deration, and ſtir not till that Debt is demanded of you, from 
the Payment of which no Conſideration of Nobility or 
Privilege will exempt us. Anſelmo was overjoy'd at Lo- 
thario's Words; and took them for an Oracle. However 
he deſir d him not to deſiſt, tho it were only for Curioſity: 
and Paſtime, but that he need not for the future uſe ſuch 
pteſſing Inftances as he had done heretofore ; however he 
wou'd have him write ſome Verſes as it were occaſion- 
ally. in Praiſe of her under the Name of Chloris, for he 
would intimate to Camilla, that he was in Love with a 
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Lady to whom he had given that Name, under which he 
might celebrate her with the Reſpects due to her Honour; 
and that in caſe Lothario would not be at the Pains to com- 
poſe the Verſes bimſelf, he would write them for him, There 
is no need of that, reply'd Lothario, for the Muſes are not 
ſo much my Enemies, but that they ſometimes conde- 
ſcend to viſit me. Do you only take Care to inform Ca- 
milla of what you have ſaid concerning my pretended Love, 
I'll make the Verſes, it not ſo good as the Subject deſerves, 
yet at leaſt the beſt I can. This the impertinent and the 
falſe Friend concluded upon. Anſelmo returning home, 
ask'd Camilla, what ſhe admir'd he had not ask'd before, 
which was, to know what moy'd her to write the Note 
ſhe ſent him. Camilla anſwer'd, that when ſhe wrote 
that Note, ſhe fancy'd Lothario ſeem'd more confident than 
when Anſelmo was at home, but that ſhe was now unde- 
ceiv'd, and believ'd it to have been only a Fancy of her 
own; for Lothario now fled from her Sight, and avoided 
being alone with her. Anſelmo told her ſhe might be eaſy 
as to that Point, ſince to his Knowledge Lorhario was in 
Love with a young Lady of Quality, whom he Celebra- 
ted under the Name of Chloris; and that tho* he were 
nat, yet there was no Reaſon to ſuſpect Lothario's Ho- 
nour, or be jealous of their Friendſhip, Had not Camilla 
been forewarn'd by Lothario, that the Love of Chloris was 
counterfeit, and that he had told Anſelmo he was in love 
that he might employ himſelf at times in the Commends- 
tion of Camilla, ſhe would certainly have been intangled 
in the deſperate Snares of Jealouſy ; but being prepar'd be- 
fore-hand, it was no. Surprize to her. The next Day, as 
they were all three ſitting together after Dinner, Anſelmo 
deſired Lot hario to repeat ſome of the Verſes he had writ- 
ten upon his belov'd Chloris, which he might fafely do, 
fince the Perſon who was veil'd under that fictitious Name 
was unknown to Camilla, Tho' Camilla did know her, 
reply'd Lothario, I ſhou'd not make any Secret of it; for 
when a Loyer commends his Miftreſs's Beauty, and reflects 
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upon her Cruelty, be does no Wrong to her Reputation. 
But be it as it will, Veſterday I made a Song upon Chlo- 
ris's Unkindneſs, which is this: 


SONG. 
At dead of Night, when Care gives Place 
In other Breaſts to ſoft Repoſe, 
My throbbing” Heart feels no Receſs, 
Since Love and Chloris are my Foes. 
1 II. 

At Morn, when Phoebus from the Eaſt 
Reßels the gloomy Shades of Night, 
| The Grief that racks my tortur d Breaſt 

Redoubles at th Approach of Light. 
| III. | 
At Noon, when moſt intenſe he ſhines, 
' My Sorrows more intenſe are grown 3 

At Ev ning, when the Sun declines, 

They ſet not with the Setting Sun. 
or: ons 

To my Relief then haſten, Death, 

And eaſe me of my reſtleſs Woes : 

With Foy I will reſigu my Breath, 

Since Love and Chloris are my Foes; 


_ CAMILL A lik'd the Sonnet well, but Auſelmo bets 
ter; he commended it moſt extravagantly, and faid the 
Lady was too cruel, ſince ſhe did not make ſome Return 
to ſo much Sineerity. To which Camilla anſwer d. 
What, muſt we take all that Poets ſay when they are in 
Love for Goſpel ? As Poets, reply'd Lothario, they do not 
always ſpeak Truth, but as Lovers they never fall ſhort of 
it. There is no Doubt of that, ſaid Anſelmo, till to gain 
Lothario Credit with Camilla, who was as regardleſs of 
Anſelmo's Contrivance, as ſhe was fond of Lothario, Thus 
being pleas'd with any thing that was his, and being perſua- 
Vor. III. „ a ded 
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ded that his Thoughts and Verſes were addreſſed to her; 
and that ſhe was the true Chloris, ſhe defir'd him, if he 
could remember any other Verſes, to repeat them. I have 
another Sonnet, anſwer'd Lothayio, but J believe it is not 
ſo good as the Firſt, or rather worſe, which you may 
Judge of, for it! is this. 
s O N 

J. 
See; eue] air ! Tae to e 8 
The Truth and Fervour of my T7 7 
In Death 7 ſeek for that Relief * 
Which you deny ” living Grief. 


Nor in the 8 5 all Thmgs he 
Forgotten, ſhall your Mem ry die. 
Not Lethe's Waters ſhall unbina 
Your * Tos from xy Mind. | 

Arn wt, ; 
That can » admit of no Doran, 


But ſhall for ever with me ; "BY 

Ev'n after Death it ſhall ſurvive; 

And, like _ Love; ane 
IV. 


Oh ! let ay Death at af. ſuffer; 
Since I muſt fall Love's Sacrifice ; 
And let ſoms pitrous Tears be ſhed  . 

82 Wee e f. when Cn dead, 


As ZL MO. was as extravigant in bis Commendati. 
ons. of this Sonnet as he had been of the former, and ſo 
made himſelf au Iuſtrument to his on Diſhonour; tor 
when Lot hario abus d him moſt, it was when he told him 
his Honour was ſafeſt. Thus every. ſtep Camilla"took to 

become contemptible, rais'd her in the Eſteem of her Huſ< 
band toward the higheſt pitch of Virtue and a good Name. 


5 — as ſhe often was, With 2 1 
II id, 
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Gid to her, I am aſham'd, dear Leonela, when I think how = 
little I have valu'd my ſelf, in not making Lothario pur- 
chaſe his Enjoyment of me by length of Time, but ſur- 
rendring to him of my own accord. I fear he will con- 
demn my ſpeedy Complyance,. without reflecting on the 
Violence he us'd to take from me the Power of reſiſting. 
Be not troubled at that, Madam, anſwer'd Leonela, for 
the Value or Contempt of a thing does not conſiſt in its 
being ſoon given, if the thing be good it ſelf and worth 
eſteeming: Nay it is a common Saying, That he who gives 
immediately, gives Double. But there is another Saying, 

anſwer'd Camilla, That what is cheap is of no Value. That 
does not at all concern you, ſaid Leonela; for Love, as I 
have been told, ſomerimes creeps and ſometimes flyes; 
with ſome he runs, and with others he walks; ſome it 
warms and ſome it fires; ſome it wounds, others it kills. 
In one and the ſelf- ſame Moment it ſets out and reaches 
to the end of its Deſires, It ſometimes lays Siege to a 
Fortreſs in the Morning, and is in Poſſeſſion of it by Night, 
becauſe: no Force is able to withſtand it. And if ſo, what 
do you wonder at, or what do you fear? For tis likely 
the ſame has happen'd to Lothario, Love having laid hold 
of my Maſter's Abſence, as the prope: Means to reduce 
you both. And it was neceſſary that what Love had de- 
creed, ſhow'd be concluded during that Abſence, without 
loſs of Time, leſt Anſelmo's Return might have left the 
Work imperfect. For Love has no better Officer to put 
his Deſigns in Execution than Opportunity, which it makes 
uſe of upon all Occaſions, eſpecially in the firſt Beginning 
of an Amour, All this'I know rather by Experience, than 

by Hearſay ; and ſome Day I will give you an Account of 
all, for I am; young too, and made of Fleſh and Blood like 
you. Beſides, Madam, you did not yield before you had 
firſt ſeen all Lothario's Soul thro! his Eyes, his Sighs, bis 
Words, Promiſes and Preſents, and in that and his Vir« 
tues you ſaw how worthy Lothario was to be belov'd. 
Let not therefore ſuch nice E trouble you, * 


x48 The Curious Impertinent. 
be aſſur'd Lothario values you as you do him; and re: 
 Joice and be fatisfy'd, that ſince it was your Fate to be 
taken in the Snare of Love, you are fallen into the 
Hands of one of ſo much Worth and Value, that he has 
not only the four 8 S of his Side, which they ſay be. 
long to a true Lover, but the whole Alphabet may be ap- 
yd to him. If you doubt of it obſerve what I fay, and 

you ſhall find me run it all over by heart, He is, in my 
Opinion, Agreeable, Bountiful, Courteous, Diſcreet, Eaſt Ys 
Faithful, Gallant, Handſome, Ingenious, Kind, Loyal, Mo- 
diſh, Noble, Obliging, Prudent, Quick, Rich, Secret, 
Truſty, Valiant, Witty. X will not fuit him, becauſe it 
is a harſh Letter, Y is Young, Z, Zealous, for your Ho- 
nour and Service. | 

CAMILL A laugh'd at her Maid's Alphabet, and con- 
cluded her better vers'd in the Affairs of Love, than ſhe 
had yet expreſs'd ; which ſhe ſoon own'd, declaring to 
Camilla that ſhe had a Love-Intrigue with a Youth well 
born in the City, at which Camilla was not a little trou- 
bled, fearing her Honour might ſuffer by that Means. She 
examin'd her whether it had paſs'd any further than Words. 
She freely and impudently enough own'd it did. For it is 
certain that the Miſtreſs's Guilt makes the Maid confident ; 
and when the one trips the other is not aſham'd to tumble. 
Camilla finding her Error paſt Remedy, could only deſire 
Leonela to diſcloſe nothing of her Affairs to her Lover, and 
be cautious in her Own, ſo that neither Anſelmo nor Lo- 
thario might diſcover any thing of it. Leonela anſwer d 
ſhe wou'd; but perform d it ſo ill, that Camilla was in 
perpetual Fear, leſt her Reputation ſhou'd be facrificed to 
her Maid's Confidence and Inclination. For when once 
ſhe ſaw her Miſtreſs to be leſs reſerv'd than before, ſhe 
grew ſo bold as to admit her Lover into the Houſe, being aſ- 
ſur d that tho' ber Miſtreſs ſaw him, ſhe durſt not diſcover 
him. For this is one of the many il] Conſequences of 
tripping Dames, they become Slaves to their own Maids, 
and are oblig'd to conceal their lewd and baſe Practices, as 
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t now happen'd to Camilla. For tho? ſhe ſeveral times 
perceiv'd that Leonela was with her Gallant in'a Chamber 
in the Houſe, ſhe was ſo far from daring to chide, that 
| ſhe gave her the Opportunity of ſhutting him up; and us d 
all poſſible Means that he might not be ſeen by her Huſ- - 
band. Yet ſhe could not prevent Lorhario's ſeeing him go 
out of the Houſe one Morning at break of Day. At firſt 
Sight he took him for a Fantome; but when he ſaw him 
make away, muffle up and conceal himſelf carefully, he 
was convinced of.that Error, but ſtumbled upon another, 
which muſt have been the Ruin of them all, had not Ca- 
milla prevented it. N , | 
LOTHARTIO did not imagine that the Perſon he ſaw go 
out of Anſelmo's Houſe at that unſeaſonable Hour, had been 
entertain d there by Leouela, nor did he ſo much as think 
of her, but concluded that as Camilla had been faulty with him, 
ſhe had been ſo with another : For this is the Conſequence 
of an unchaſte Woman's Crime; that ſhe loſes her Reputa- 
tion even with the Man whoſe Vows and Tears won her 
to abandon it. He believes ſhe beſtovys herſelf upon others 
at a cheaper Rate, and improves the lighteſt Appearance 
into the moſt. evident Matter of Fact. Thus Lothario ha- 
ving in a Moment forfeited all his Judgment, without al- 
lowing himſelf Time to conſider, gave way to the Tranſ- 
ports of Rage and Revenge, where he had not receiv'd 
the leaſt Injury; for he went to him and ſaid, Know, An- 
ſelmo, that J have long ſtruggled with myſelf, labouring to 
| conceal that from you, which I neither can nor ought in 
Juſtice longer to make a Secret of, Know then that Ca- 
milla's Fort is upon the Point of Surrender, and if I have 
delay d diſcovering the Truth till now, it was to try whe- 
ther it was any light Fancy of hers, or whether ſhe did it 
to try me, and ſee if the Love I have by your leave pre- 
| tended to her was Real. I alſo believ'd that ſhe had been ſo 
good as the ought to be, and as we both believ'd, and that 
ſhe wou'd have acquainted you with my Importunity 
but finding ſhe delays it, I perceive the Promiſes ſhe has 
* H 3 made 
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made me are Real, to wit, that the next time you are from 
home ſhe will meet me to my Satisfaction in the Wardrobe, 


(and that was the Place where Camilla us'd to meet him.) 


However, continu'd he, I wou'd not have you run raſhly 
to Revenge, ſince as yet there is no Crime committed any 
further than in Thought, and pechaps betwixt this and the 
Time of Aſſignation, her Virtue. may rally, and ſhe repent 
of her Folly, Therefore as you have hitherto taken my 
Advice, follow it now, that you may have a ſufficient 
Conviction before you put your Reſolves in Execution, 
Pretend Abſence for two. or three Days, and convey your 
ſelf privately behind the Hangings in the Wardrobe, from 
whence you may be an Eye-Witneſs of Camilla's Conduct. 
And if ſhe prove as wicked as may be fear'd, tho' we hope 
the contrary, then may you privately with Diſcretion and 
Prudence be the Executioner of your Wrongs. 
ANSELMO was amaz'd, ſurpriz d, and ſtunn'd at 
Lothario's Words, becauſe they took him at a Time when 
he leaſt expected to hear them; for till now he look'd 
upon Camilla as victorious over the counterfeit Attempts of 
Lothario, and began to enjoy the Glory of her Victory. He 
ſtood ſilent a long while, looking down. without moving 
his Eyes, and at laſt ſaid, You have perform'd what I 
expected from your Friendſhip, Lothario, I will take your 
Advice in all Things; do as you think fit, and be as ſecret 
as you ſee is requiſite in a Buſineſs of this Conſequence. 
Lothar io promis'd to do ſo, and as ſoon as he was gone 
from him repented of all he had ſaid, and of the Folly he 
had committed, fince he might have been reveng'd on 
Camilla without taking ſuch a barbarous and diſhonourable 
Method. He curs d his Underſtanding, he condemn'd his 
haſty Reſolution, and knew not which way to taketo undo 
. what was done, or find ſome tolerable Means to ger out of 
it. At length hereſolv'd to acquaint Camilla with the whole 
Matter; and there being no want of Opportunity to do it, 
that very Day he found her alone; and ſhe, as ſoon as ſhe 


thario, 


law ſhe might ſpeak her Mind, faid, Know, Friend Lo- 
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| thatio, there is one thing. gives me ſo much trouble, that 


I am afraid it will break my Heart. Leonela is grown fo 
impudent that every Night ſhe ſhuts up a Gallant ſhe has 
in the Houſe, and is with him till Day, to the great De- 
triment of my Honour, as any Man will judge that ſees 
him go out of the Houſe at ſuch unſeafonable Hours; and 
what troubles me moſt is, that I cannot puniſh nor chide 
her; for her being privy to our _— me to 
conceal Hers, and I dread this will be the Caule of ſome 
Diſaſter. 
A firſt Lorhario believ'd what Camilla faid had been 
only a Contrivance to perſuade him that the Man he faw 
go out was Leonela's Gallant, and not hers ; but ſeeing her 
weep, afflict herſelf, and ask his Advice, he gave Credit 
to the Truth, was altogether confounded, and repented of 
what he had done. However he anſwer'd Camilla, That 
ſhe ſhould not trouble herſelf, for he would find out fome 
Means to curb the Inſolence of Leonela. At the fame time 
he told her all he had faid to Auſelmo, to which he had 
been provok d by the furious Rage of Jealouſy, and how 
it was agreed, that Anſelmo ſhould hide himſelf in the 
Wardrobe, that he might there fee how falſe the was to 
him. He begg'd her Pardon for this Extravagancy, and 
ark d her Advice how to mend it, and to get out of that 
confus'd Labyrinth into which his jealous Rage and want 
of Senſe had run him. 8 
CAMILL 4 was aſtoniſh'd to hear what Lothario ſaid, 
and chid him ſeverely, condemning his raſh Judgment, 
and the ill Courſe he had taken upon it. But as common- 
ly Women have a readier Wit than Men, either for Good, 
or Miſchief ; ſhe in a Moment contriv'd how to come off 
of a Buſineſs, that in Appearance bore ſo terrible an Aſpect. 
She bid Lothario order Anſelmo to hide himſelf next Day in 
the Place he had propoſed, aſſuring him that ſhe did not 
queſtion but ſhe ſhou'd ſo manage the Matter, that for the 
future they ſhou'd have a more frequent and ſecure Oppor- 
tunity of enjoying one another : And without diſcovering 
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her whole Deſign, ſhe bid him, as ſoon as Anſelmo was 
hid, to come away to her upon the firſt Call of Leozela, 
and that he ſhould anſwer all ſhe ſaid, as he would anſwer 
if he did not know that Anſelmo heard him. Lothario was 
importunate with her to know the whole Contrivance, 
that he might the more exactly obſerve all that was neceſ. | 
fary in that Caſe, I tell you, ſaid Camilla, there is no 
more to be obſervd, but to anſwer to what I ſhall ask. 
Camilla would not acquaint him with her Deſign before- 
hand, leſt he ſhou'd refuſe to follow the Method ſhe fo 
much approy'd of, and ſhould ſeek ſome other that was not 


WITH this Lothario went away; and inſelmo the 
next Day, upon pretence of going to the Village where 
his Friend liv'd, ſet out, and return'd to hide himſeif, 
which he did without any Difficulty ; for Camilla and 
Leonela gave him a fair Opportunity. He convey'd him- 
ſelf behind the Hangings, in ſuch Diſorder as may eaſily 
be imagin'd of one that expected with his own Eyes to ſee 
his Honour betray'd, and himſelf depriv'd of the greateſt 
Bliſs he thought he enjoy'd in his lov'd Camilla. So ſoon 
3s Camilla and Leonela were ſure Anſelmo had conceal'd 
imſelf, they went into the Wardrobe; where Camilla 
fetching a deep Sigh ſaid, Alas, my dear Leonela, were 
it not better, before I put that in Practice, which you 
muſt not know leſt you ſhou'd endeavour to hinder me 
in the Execution of it, that you take 4n/elmo's Dagger, 
and pierce my vile: Breaſt ? But do it not; for it is not 
reaſonable, that I ſhould ſuffer the Puniſhment due to ano- | 
ther's Guilt. I will firſt know what the bold and lewd 
Eyes of Lotbario have ſeen in mine, that ſhould encourage 
him to diſcover to me ſo wicked an Inclination as he has 
relum'd to do, in contempt of his Friend, and to my 
Diſhonour, Go to the Window, Leonela, and call him, 
for without doubt he is in the Street waiting for the Ac- 
compliſhment of his wicked Deſign; but mine, as Cruel 
en. 
. | 5 am, 
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Lam, anſwer'd the cunning and well-inſtruted Leonela, 
and what is it you mean to do with that Dagger? Do you 
deſign to kill yourſelf, or Lathario? For if you do either, 
it will unavoidably end in the Loſs of your Honour and 
Reputation, It will be wiſer in you to put up this Wrong, 
and not give this baſe Man an Opportunity to come into 
the Houſe, and find us two alone, Conſider, Madam, 
we are weak Women, and he a Man deſperate; and if he 
comes full of that wicked Deſign, perhaps, before you can 
put yours in Execution, he will do that which will be worſe 
than Death to you. A Curſe on my Maſter, who has 
made this impudent Varlet ſa free in his Houſe. And in 
caſe, Madam, that you ſhould kill Him, as I ſuppoſe you 
deſign, what ſhall we do with him when he is Dead? 
What, dear Girl? we'll leave him to Anſelmo to bury him; 
it cannot but be a grateful Office to him, who will there- 
by bury his own Shame. Make haſte, and call him ; for 
methinks. all the while I delay taking the Revenge due to 
my Wrong, 1 injure the Faith I owe my Husband, 
ANSELLMo heard all this, and his Mind chang'd at 
every Word Camilla ſpoke. But when he underſtood ſhe 
was reſolv'd to kill Lothario, he was at. firſt determined to 
come forth, and diſcover himſelf, and thereby prevent it; 
but was ſtopp'd by the Deſire of ſeeing what would be 
the end of ſo much Bravery, and ſo honourable a Reſoluti- 
on, diſpoſed to ſhew himſelf time enough to prevent Miſ- 
chief,' By this Camilla fell into -a fainting Fit, and 
caſting herſelf upon a Bed that was in the Room, Leo- 
nela began to weep bitterly, and to ſay, Wretched Crea- 
ture that I am, ſhall I be ſo unhappy as to ſee the Flower 
of worldly Virtue, the Mirrour of modeſt Women, the 
Pattern of Chaſtity die here in my Arms! To theſe ſhe 
added many other Expreſſions ſo well feign d, that no 
body could have heard her, but would have thought her 
the moſt afflicted and moſt faithful Servant in the World, 
and her Miſtreſs a ſecond Perſecuted Penelope, It was not 
before Camilis came to herſelf, and as ſoon as ſhe did, ſhe 
ſaid, Why don't you go, Leonela, and call the falſeſt Friend 
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time, nor indeed ſhou'd I ever have believ d it, if bis Infos 
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that ever the Sun ſhin'd upon, or the Night conceal4! 
Haſte away, let not the Fire of Indignation I have in my 
Breaſt cool by delay, and ſo the juſt Revenge I have pro- 
miled myſelf, fink into Threats and Curſes. I go to call 
im, Madam, faid, Leonela; but you muſt firſt give me 
that Dagger, that you may not do>any thing in my Ab- 
ſence, which may. give all that love you Cauſe to lament 
As long as they live. Let not that Fear detain you, anſwer'd 
Camilla; for tho' I may be bold and reſolute in maintains 
ing my Hononr, yet J will not, like Lucretia, kill myſelf 
innocent as I am, without having firft killd the principal 
Cauſe of my Diſhonour ; if. I die, it ſhall not be till I have 


revenged myſelf on him that has tempted me to this guilty 


Aſſignation, and made him lament his Crime, without be- 
ing guilty of any myſelf. Leonela cou'd hardly be pre- 
vail'd upon to leave Camilla alone, and call Lothario; but 
at laſt ſhe withdrew, and then Camilla entertain 'd herſelf, 
and her Husband, with the following Soliloquy. Good 
Heaven ! had it not been better to have turn'd away Lotha- 
rio, as I have done many times before, than to give him 
Cauſe to take me for an immodeſt lewd Woman, at. leaſt 
ſo long as till I ſhall undeceive him? It were better, without 
doubt; but then I ſhould not be reyeng'd, nor will my 
Husband's Honour be fatisfy'd, if he ſhould go off ſo cafily 
from the Place to which his wicked Deſigns have brought 


him. Let the falſe Man's Life attone for his. laſcivious In- 


tention, Let the World know, when my Story comes 
to be publiſh'd, that Camilla was not only true to her Huſe 

band; but ſhe reveng'd him of the Man that would have 
diſhonour'd him. Yet I believe, it had been better to have 
acquainted Anſelmo with it. It has been already hinted 
to him in the Letter I ſent him into the Country; and I be- 
lieve, his not coming then to prevent the Miſchief: I there 
pointed out to him, was becauſe he was ſo Good and Sin- 
cere, that he neither would nor could believe that ſo try d 


a Friend could be guilty of the leaſt Thought that might 


be to his Diſhonour ; nor did I believe it myſelf for a long 


7 lence 


The Curious Inpertinen. iy 
ſence had not gone fo far, that his open Preſents, large 
promiſes, and continual Tears made it beyond all diſpute. 


But to what purpoſe are theſe Conſiderations? Do's a gal- 
lant Reſolution ſtand in need of any? No truly; aways 


fond Thoughts; Revenge is now my Task; let the Villain 


come, let him draw near, let him die and periſh, let the 
fatal Conſequence be what it will, Unſpotted I came to 
Him Heaven has made mine, and unſully'd will I leave 
him; the worft that can befal me, is to have my chaſte Blood 
mingled and polluted with that of the moſt treacherous of 
Friends, Whilſt ſhe was uttering theſe Words, ſhe' walk d 
about the Room with the naked Dagger, ſtepping ſo wild- 
ly, and with ſuch Diſorder in her Motions and Actions, 
that ſhe look d more like a deſperate Ruffian, than one 
of the ſofter Sex, | 5 


ANSELMO faw it all from behind the Hangings, and 


was ſtruck with Admiration; he now thought what he 
had feen and heard was enough to have remoy'd a ſtrong- 
er Cauſe of Suſpicion. than His was, and he began to wiſh 
Lothario wou'd not come, as dreading ſome difattrous Ac- 
cident. He was juſt' ready to difcover himſelf, and un- 
deceive his Wife, when he beheld Leonela leading in Lotha- 


rl, - As ſoon as Camilla ſaw him enter, ſhe drew a Line 


on the Ground with the Dagger, and ſaid, Lothario, take 


notice of what I fay to you, if you dare to paſs this 


Line you ſee, or ſo much as come near it, the Moment 
I fee you attempt it I'll bury this Dagger in my Breaſt; 
and before you make any Anſwer to what J have ſaid, I 
will have you give me your Attention; for when I have 
done, you ſhall anſwer as you think fit. The firſt thing 
I' wou'd know of you, Lothario, is, whether you know 
my Husband Anſelmo, and what Eſteem the World has of 


him? And in the next place, I wou'd know whe: her you 
know me? Anſwer to this, and be not in Confuſion, nor 
take much time to conſider on the Anſwer; for there is 


no Difficulty in what I ask. Lot hario was not ſo dull, but 
he had, from the Moment Camilla bid him cauſe Anſelmo 
to hide himſelf, gueſs d at what ſhe deſign d to do; ſo he 

1 5 an 


176 The Curious Impertinent. 


anſwer d her Deſign with ſuch Judgment, and ſo pat, that 
the Fiction was loſt in the Appearance of Reality, I ne- 
ver did imagine, fair Camilla, ſaid Lothario, that you wou'd 
ask ſuch Queſtions of me, ſo little pertinent to the De- 
ſign I came upon; if you do it to delay the promis'd Fa- 
your, you ſhou'd have prepar'd me for the Diſappointment; 
for the nearer the Hope of Poſſeſſing is, the greater is the 
Pain to have that Hope deſtroyed. But to anſwer your 
Demands, I muſt own, Madam, I do know your Husband 
Anſelmo, and we have been acquainted from our Infancy, 
and I will not ſay what you ſo well know concerning our 
Friendſhip, that I may not be myſelf a Witneſs of the 
Wrong 1 do him, tho' forced to it by Love, which is 
an Excuſe for greater Crimes than this. I know you, 
and make the ſame Account of you that he does; for did 
I not, I wou'd not for a Purchaſe of leſs Value fo far 
wrong myſelf, and the Laws of true Friendſhip, all which 
I have been forced to break by the reſiſtleſs Power of 

Love. | . 
If you own that, anſwer' d Camilla, you mortal Ene- 
my of all that deſerves to be belov'd, with what Face do 
you appear before her who is the Mirror in which he 
ſees himſelf, and ought to be the ſame to you, that you 
might ſee how little Cauſe you have to wrong him? But 
alas! this points me to the Cauſe of your Tranſpreſſion, 
ſome ſuſpicious Action of mine, when I was leaſt upon 
my Guard, and thought myſelf alone, But whatever it 
was, you may be aſſur'd that it proceeded not from any 
Levity of Principle, but a Negligence and Liberty we ſome- 
times fall into when we think our ſelves unobſerv'd. For 
tell me now, falſe Man, When did you ſee any Action, 
or hear a Word in Anſwer to your Courtſhip, that might 
give you the leaſt Shadow of Hopes of compaſſing your 
infamous Deſign ?, When was it that your amorous Ex- 
preſſions were not repuls d with Rigour and Diſdain? When 
did your Preſents and Promiſes find Credit, or Admittance 
with me? But ſince it is impoſſible for Love to ſubſiſt long 
withour bine Hopes Lilla tat Guil upon ſome wn 
Happ). 
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happy Inadvertency of mine, and will therefore infli&t th* 
fame Puniſhment on myſeif that your Crime deſerves, And 
that you may ſee I cannot be compaſſionate to you, who 
am fo cruel to myſelf, I have reſoly'd to bring you to be 
2 Witneſs to the Sacrifice I deſign to offer up to the Ho- 
nour of my worthy Husband, who has been moſt delibe- 
rately wrong'd by you, and by me in not avoiding the Oc. 
cuſion, if 1 gave you any, to encourage and authorize your 
wicked Intention. I ſay again, That the Jealouſy I have, 
leſt ſome Overſight of mine may have bred in you ſuch 
extravagant Thoughts, is the ſharpeſt of my Afflictions, 
and what with my own Hands I reſolve to puniſh with 
the utmoſt Severity. For ſhou'd I leave that Puniſhment 
to another, it wou'd but encreaſe my Guilt. But to ſatis- 
fy my Revenge and impartial Juſtice, I will unmoy'd and 
unrelenting, deſtroy the fatal Cauſe that has reduced me to 
this deſperate Condition. ; 
HAVING ſpoke theſe Words, ſhe ran at Lor hario 
with incredible Force and Activity, with the naked Dagger 
in her Hand, as if ſhe wou'd ſtab him to the Heart; and 
counterfeited ſo well, that Lothario was almoſt in doubt 
whether her Actions were real, or feign'd, and was forced 
to uſe Art and Strength to avert the Blow. Whereupon 
to give more Life to the Fiction, as in a Rage at her be- 
ing diſappointed in her Revenge upon Lothario, ſhe cry'd 
out, Since Fate will not gratify my Deſire in all Points, it 
ſhall not hinder me from performing ſome Part of it; and 
ſtrugling to get looſe the Hand that held the Dagger, which 
Lothario had ſecur d, ſhe wreſted it from him, and direct- 
ing the Point where ſhe cou'd receive the leaſt Damage, 
ſhe ran it in betwixt her Breaſt and left Shoulder, and then 
fell upon the Ground as if ſhe had fainted. . = 
' LEONEL A and Lothario were ſurpriz'd and aſtoniſh'd 
at this Accident, and ſtill doubting whether what had been 
done were real or feign'd, ſeeing Camilla ſtretch'd out on 
the Ground, and wallowing in her Blood. Lorhario ran 
preſently in a Conſternation to draw out the Dagger, and 
perceiving the Smallncls of the Wound, was ſoon ens d 
| of 
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of the Fright he had been in, and more than ever admir'd 


the beautiful Camilla's Cunning and Diſcretion, And that : 


he might not be wanting in his Part, he began a long and 
forrowful Lamentation over the Body of Camilla, as if ſhe 
had been dead, curfing not only himſelf, but his Friend that 
Bad put him upon that fatal Experiment. And knowing that 
his Friend Anſelmo heard him, he ſpoke ſuch Words as 
might move any Body that heard him to have more Com- 
paſſion for Him, than for Camilla, tho he had believ d her 
dead. Leonela took her up in her Arms and laid her on 
the Bed, defiring Lothario that he wou'd go and fetch a 
Surgeon that might cure her wich Privacy. She alſo ask d 
his Advice how to excuſe it to her Maſter, in caſe he re- 
turn'd before the Wound was healed, He reply'd, They 
might ſay what they wou d, for he was in no Condition 
to give any Advice worth the taking ; he only bid her en- 
deavour to ftop the Blood, for he was going where he 
might never be ſeen more. And thus, as if he had been 
full of Trouble, he left the Houſe; and when he found 
himſelf alone, and that no Body faw him, he did nothing 
but bleſs himſelf; and admire Camilla's and her Woman's 
Conduct in the whole Affair. He conſider d how fully 
Anſelmo wou'd be convinced, that he had te Wife a ſecond 
Porcia ; and he long'd to ſee him, that they might both 
together applaud the beſt diſguis'd Falſhood that ever was 
invented. | — 
' LEONEL A, as has been ſaid, ſtenchd her Miſtreſs's 
tenance to her Cheat; and waſhing the Wound with a 
little Wine, bound it up the beſt ſhe cou'd, uttering ſuch 
Words whilſt ſhe dreſt her, that tho* nothing elſe had been 
done or ſaid before, they were ſufficient to make An- 
felmo believe he had in Camilla the very Goddeſs of Cha- 
ſtity. Camilla was not filent, but complain'd of her Cow- 
ardice and Baſenefs of Spirit, that deny'd her Time and 
Force to diſpatch that Life which was now become 
a Burden to her. She ask d her Maid's Advice, Whether 
ſhe ſhou'd' give her Husband an Account of that Affair or 
not. 


bleeding, which was no more than ſerv'd to give Coun- 
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not. Leonela was for her concealing it, becauſe it would 
lay an Obligation on him of Revenging himſelf on Lo- 
thario, which. cou'd not be done without Hazard to him- 
ſelf; and that a good Wife ought to be ſo far from bring - 
ing her Husband into any Quarrel, that it was her Duty to 
uſe all poſſible Means to prevent it. Camilla yielded to her 
Reaſons; but added, that they muſt by all means have 
ſomething ready to ſay to ber Husband concerning that 
Wound, which he cou'd not chuſe but ſee: To which 
Leonela reply'd, That ſhe knew not how to tell a Lye, 
tho it were but in Jeſt. Then what can I know, dear 
Girl, ſaid Camilla, who dare not invent and perſiſt in a 
Lye, tho' it were to coſt me my Life? And if we don't 
come off well, it is better to tell him the naked- Truth, 
than to be taken in a Lye, Do not trouble- yourſelf, Ma- 
dam, anſwer d Leonela, for betwixt this and To-morrow 
J will conſider what we ſhall ſay to him, and perhaps the 
Wound being in that Place, you may conceal it from his 
Sight; leave therefore the whole Affair to Heaven, which 
aways favours and aſſiſts the Innocent. 
ANSELMo liſten d with great Attention to this for- 
mal Tragedy of his Honour, which was per form'd by the 
Actors ſo very paſſionately, and to the Life, that they ſeem'd 
to be real in all their Parts. He impatiently long' d far 
Night, and an Opportunity to ſlip out of the Houſe, that 
he might go meet his good Friend Lothario, and congra- 
tulate with him upon this happy. Diſcovery of his Wife's 
approv d Virtue, The two Women took care to give him 
a fair Opportunity to get out, and he let it not flip; but; 
went away immediately to ſeek Lothario, and havi 
found him, it is not eaſy to tell how lovingly he embraced- 
him, how much he was exalted at his good Fortune, and 
how extravagant he was in his Commendations of Cas 
milla. All which Lothario gave Ear to without expreſſing 
the leaſt Satisfaction, for he was conſcious ta himſelf how 


much his Friend was abuſed, and how unjuſtly he wrong d 


him. Tho Anſelmo ſaw that Lothario was not touch'd, he 


belicy'd it was becauſe he had left Camilla wounded, and 
had 
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had himſelf been the Occaſion of it; and therefore among 
other things, he bid him be of good Heart, becauſe it was 
certain the Wound was but ſlight, ſince they had agreed 
to conceal it from him, and therefore there was nothing 


to fear, but that for the future he ſhou'd rejoice and be 
merry with him, ſince by his Means and good Manage- 
ment he was rais'd to the higheſt Pitch of Felicity he cou'd 
have wiſh'd himſelf; and therefore he would ſpend the 
reſt of his Days in writing Verſes in Commendation of 
Camilla, which might convey her Virtues down to Po- 
ſterity. Lothario commended his Reſolution, and faid, he 
wou d be aſſiſting in Erecting ſo noble a Fabrick. Thus 
Anſelmo remain d the moſt delightfully deceiv'd of any Man 
alive, and himſelf led home by the Hand the utter Ruin 
of his Honour, tho' at the fame time he believ'd he was 
carrying thither the Inſtrument of his Glory. Camilla re- 
ceiv'd him to out ward Appearance with Frowns, but with 
inward Joy. This Impoſture lay conceal'd for ſome time, 
Fill a few Months after, and then the Wheel of Fortune 
turn'd, the Wickedneſs till then ſo artificially conceal'd 
was laid open, and Anſelmo fell a Sacrifice to his imperti- 
nent Curioſity. | 

HE became ſo ſecure in Camilla's Virtue, that he liv'd 
with all the Content and Satisfaction in the World, whilſt 
Camilla purpoſely ſhew'd Lothario an ill Countenance, that 
Anſelmo might not gueſs at her Kindneſs for him; which 
made Lothario ask Anſelmo's Leave to forbear coming to 
his Houſe, fince it plainly appear d Camilla was diſturb d at 
his Preſence; but this was a Requeſt not to be granted 
by the deluded Anſelmo, who ſeeking the Eſtabliſhment 
of his Content, promoted his own Diſhonour. 


MEAN while Leonela, pleas'd to ſee herlelf thus enabled 


to follow her Love, ran ſo looſely after it, that without 
regarding any thing elſe, ſhe wholly abandon'd herſelf to 
it, being ſatisfy d her Miſtreſs kept her Counſel, and even 
inſtructed her how ſhe might carry on her Intrigue with 
moſt Freedom. So that one Night her Maſter. heard ſome 

Body in her Chamber, and coming to the Door to dif- 
| | cover 
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cover who it was, he found it held faſt againſt him; how= 
ever, he ſtruggled ſo long till he got it open, and as he 
enter'd the Room he ſaw a Mau leap out of the Window 
into the Street, and wou'd have purſu d him; but Leonela laid 
faſt hold of him, ſaying, Pray Sir be pacify'd, and do not 
diſturb yourſelf, nor follow him that leap d out here, for 
he belongs to me, and that in ſo near a Degree, that he 
is my Husband, Anſelmo wou'd not believe it, but draws 
ing his Dagger, he offer d to ſtab Leonela, bidding her 
tell the Truth, or he wou'd kill her. She not knowing 
what ſhe ſaid, with the Fright, ſpoke to him thus; Do 
not kill me, Sir, and I'll you Things of greater Moment 
than you imagine, Tell me preſently, quoth Anſelm, or 
you are a dead Woman. It will be impoſſible to do it juſt 
now, I am in ſuch a Confuſion and Fright ; but let me 
alone *till To-morrow, and then 1 will tell you ſuch 
Things as will amaze you; in the mean time you may be 
aſſur d that he who leap'd out at this Window is a young 

Man that has promis'd me Marriage. | 
WITH this 4»/elmo was ſomewhat appeas'd, and wil- 
ling to wait the Time ſhe deſir'd, not imagining to hear 
any thing againſt Camilla, of whoſe Virtue he was tho- 
roughly ſatisfy d. Wherefore leaving Leonela lock'd up, and 
telling her ſhe ſhou'd not come out till ſhe had done what 
ſhe had promis'd, he went immediately to Camilla, and ac« 
quainted her with all that had paſs'd betwixt him and her 
Maid, and how ſhe had promis'd to diſcover great Mat- 
ters to him, You may eaſily imagine the Fear this gave Ca- 
milla, who made no doubt but that the Diſcovery Leonela 
had promis'd was of her Diſloyalty, ſo that ſhe had not 
the Courage to ſtay *ill ſhe was fatisfy'd whether her 
Suſpicion prov'd true or no, But that very Night, when 
Auſelmo was aſleep, ſhe put up the beſt Jewels ſhe had, 
and ſome Money, and without being diſcover'd left the 
Houſe and went to Lotharios, whom ſhe acquainted with 
all that had happen'd, and deſir'd him to put her into ſome 
Place of Safety, or go with her where they might be ſafe 
| from 
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from Anſelmo. Camilla put Lothario into fuch Confuſion? 
that he knew not how to anſwer her a Word; much le; 
could he refolve what to do. But at laſt, with Camilla 
Conſent, he put her into a Monaſtery where his Siſter 
was Abbeſs ; and immediately, without acquainting any 
Body with his Departure, he left the City. 

As ſoon as it was Day, Anſelmo without ever miſſing 
Camilla, ſo eager was he to know what Leonela would 
fay to him, got up, and went to the Place where he had 
confin'd her. He open'd the Door and went into the Room, 
but found not Leonela in it, but ſaw the Sheets ty'd toge- 
ther hanging at the Window; a plain Demonſtration LF 
mme had made her Eſcape that way. He went back very 
much groubled to acquaint Camilla with it, and not finding 
her in the Bed, nor in the Houſe, was amaz' d. He ask'd 
the Servants for her, but no Body could give him any 
Account of her. As he went about in Search of her, he 
found her Trunks open, and moſt of his Jewels wanting; 
he then no longer doubted of his Diſhonour. Wherefore 
penſive, and half dreſt as he was, he went to acquaint his 
Friend Lotharioa with his Diſaſter; but not finding him, 
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and being told by his Servans, that he had left his Houſe n 
that very Night, he was like to have run mad; and to E 
compleat his Miſery, when he return'd home, he found not F 
one of all his Servants ; but the Houſe ſolitary and deſart, t 
He knew not what to think, ſay, or do. He ſaw him- if 
felf in one Moment depriv'd of his Wife, his Friend, and v 
his Servants 3 forſaken, as he thought, by Heaven, and | 
above all robb'd of his Honour; for he perceiv'd his Ruin f 
in Camilla's Abſence. | 1] 
AT length he reſoly'd to retreat to his Friend's Coun- 7 
try Houſe, where he had been when he gave the Oppor- * 
tunity to contrive his Ruin. He ſhut up his Doors, took X 
Horſe, and ſet forward with a faint Heart. He had ſcarce h 
gone half-way, when overborn by his tormenting Thoughts 5 


he was forced to alight, and tye his Horſe to a Tree, at the 
Foot of which he threw himſelf down, fetching many " 
= nai ano io ne aol 
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and diſmal Sighs. There he ſtay'd 'till Night drew on, at 
which time he ſaw a Man a Horſe-back coming from the 
City, and ask'd him what News from Florence ? The Tra- 
veller anſwer'd, The ſtrangeſt that have been heard of for a 
long time, for that it was publickly reported, that Lothario, 
the great Friend of Anſelmo the Rich, who liv'd in the 
Quarter of St. John, had that very Night carried off his 
Wife Camilla, as had been diſcover'd to the Governor by 
Camilla's Maid, who was apprehended as ſhe ſlipp'd from 
the Window of A4»/elmo's Houſe by a pair of Sheets. The 
particular Circumſtances I cannot tell, but this I can fay, 
that all the City is aſtoniſh'd at this Accident; becauſe no 
Body could have imagin'd any ſuch thing, their Friendſhip 
and Familiarity being ſo remarkable, that they were calld 
The two Friends, Is it yet known, faid Anſelmo, which way 
Lothario and Camilla, are gone? No, Sir, reply d the Travel- 
kr, tho the Governor has us d his utmoſt Endeavours to find 
them. Anſelmo ask d him no more Queſtions; but when 
they had taken their Leaves of each other, the Traveller 
kft him, and purſu'd his Journey. 

ANS ELMoO hearing ſuch unhappy News, was like 
not only to run diſtracted, but even to fink down dead. 
He got a Horſeback the beſt he cou'd, and came to his 
Friend's Houſe, who as yet had not heard of his Misfor- 
tune; but ſecing him pale and diſconſolate, he concluded 
ſome great Diſaſter had befallen him. Anſelmo deſir'd they 
wou'd conduct him to his Chamber, and give him Pen, 
Ink and Paper, which was done, and they left him alone; 
for ſo he defir'd them to do, and ſhut his Door. Being 
alone, the Imagination of his Misfortune ſo violently op- 
prels'd his Spirits, that he perceiv'd the End of his Life 
Was at hand, and therefore reſolv'd to leave ſome Account 
of the Cauſe of his Death; and beginning to write, before 
he cou'd expreſs all he deſign'd, his Heart fail'd him and he 
fell a Victim to the Sorrow caus'd by his Impertinent 
Curioſity. . 5 . 
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THE Gentleman perceiving it grew late, and that 4: 
ſelmo did not call, thought fit to go in and ſee whether 
his Friend was better or worſe, and found him lying on 
his Face with half his Body in the Bed, and the other 
half on the Table, on which lay the written Paper open, 
and he ſtill holding the Pen in his Hand. Seeing him in 
this Poſture he drew near him; call'd and mov'd him, but 
ſoon perceiv'd he was dead. Aſ®®niſh'd at this unhappy 
Event, he call'd his Servants to be Witneſſes of it. Laſtly, 
he read the Paper, which he knew to be his Hand, and 
the Contents of it were theſe: | 

A Fooliſh and Impertinent Curioſity has depriv d me of 
my Life, If the News of my Death ſhall happen to reach 
Camilla's Ears, let her know, that I forgive her, for ſhe was 
net oblig'd to work Miracles, nor was there any need 1 ſhou'd 
expect it from her; and ſince I was the Contriver of my own 
Diſhonour, there is no - 

THUS far Anſelmo had written, by which it appear'd, 
that he expir'd that very Moment, before he cou'd conclude 
the Sentence. The next Day Anſelmo's Friend ſent word 
of his Death to his Kindred, who had heard of his Mis- 
fortune, and what Monaſtery Camilla was in, almoſt ready 
to follow her Husband, not for Grief of his Death, but 
for the Abſence of Lothario. It was reported, that tho' 
ſhe was now a Widow, ſhe wou'd neither quit the Mo- 
naſtery, nor yet take the Habit; till not long after, News 
was brought her, that Lothario had been ſlain in an En- 
gagement betwixt Monſieur Lautrecque and the great Cap- 
tain Gongalo Fernandez de Cordova, in the Kingdom of 
Naples. This was the Fate of the too-late-repenting Friend; 
the News of which made Camilla immediately profeſs, and 
in a ſhort time to end her Life, ſpent with Sorrow and 
Affliction, This was the End they all had, being the Cone 
ſequence of ſo impertinent a Beginning. 
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| whoſe Profeſſion you ſo much honour. I 
with, for my Country's Sake, we could 
_ emulate your Performance in our reſpective 
Capacities; we ſhould then be a worthy, 
gallant People, indeed. But Many of us 
diſgrace our ſelves on the great Stage of 
Life; and many more we put into Diſ- 
order and Confuſion, by not acting our 
Parts with the neceſſary Decorum, and 
Dignity. 

My Buſineſs at preſent is only to light 
up Candles for the Tragedy of Jane Shore. 
A very. ſmall Matter! and yet what can 
be done without it? Where are either 
Actors, or Spectators, without Light? 
We cannot heartily commiſerate the unfor- 
tunate Woman you repreſent, nor applaud 
You for giving us ſo fine a Picture of her; 
unleſs we are firſt acquainted with her true 
Story, and En] ] from good. Authority, 
that She really ſuffer'd the Hardſhips which 
we hear her complain of by you, her Proxy. 
This is a Light as neceſſary to us without 
Doors, as thoſe others art ad — in the 
7 heatrical FOES cr: biin: 
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DEDICATION. 
F OR this Purpoſe I have carefully ex- 


amin'd all our beſt Hiſtorians, in their Ac- 


counts of the Reigus wherein ſhe is ſaid to 


have liv'd : And am as fully ſatisfied, as 
I am of any other Occurrence upon Re- 


cord, That the Riſe and Fall of Jaue 
« Shore, her Amours with King Edward 
« the Fourth and his Chamberlain Haſtings, 
„and the wretched State of Poverty and 
« Shame She was reduced to when they 
& were dead, are no Fictions, but real 
« Matters of Fact, and every way as con- 
« fſiderable as the greateſt Genius of Poets 
« or Actor, can repreſent them. 

FROM theſe approved Authors, and 
eſpecially from Sir Thomas More, who de. 
ſcribes her Perſon and Circumſtances with 
great Exactneſs, I have collected the Sub- 
ſtance of the following Pages: which [ 
now preſent to the Gentlemen and La- 
dies, who ſhall "Ne her 27 ragedy, or ſee 
it ate. 

THE Deſi gn 2. this Collection is, to 
ſave Them the Trouble of ſeeking after 
Books, which are not very common; 
and of turning over large Volumes to 
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find out thoſe Paſſages which lie together ; 
here in a little Compals. . 

I preſume, Madam, to borrow Repo 
tion to this little Niſtory from Your Name; 
who will ever have Mrs. Shore's Wit and 
good Humour, but will, J hope, carry her 
Misfortunes no farther than the Stage. 
For myſelf, I deſire to be known by no 
cer Name, than, 


MADAM, 


7 


Your moſt Humble Servant. 
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Jae S EAur v. Ds a Treaſire art Thou for 
(Dd a Time to thy Poſſeſſors! And what a Mis - 
AY fortune, too often, to the gay Things, who 
J EY boaſt Thee in the higheſt Perfection Thou 
> ſhort-liv'd Roſe, that bloomeſt in the Sum- 
5 mer of our Youth, to how many deſtroy- 
ing Cankers are thy Glories lyable! The Accidents of Grief 
and Sickneſs often wither Thee; but Thoſe avoided, envious 
Age is ſure to root thee up. Tis certain, Nothing takes 
a ſtronger Hold of human Hearts, than thy Attractions; 
but triumph not, ye Fair, in ſo fading a Poſſeſſion. The 
Symmetry of Features, the fine Turn of Shape, the bloom 
ing Countenance and the brilliant Eye, make Us Captives 
to your Charms; but Innocence and Virtue are your bright- 
eſt Conqueſts, Without Theſe, thoſe other Gifts are a Prey 
to Vanity, Affectation, and Wantonneſs: Talon, that in- 
Yor BE e ſpires 


» * 


174 The Hrisroky sf 


fpires Us to „Mey ſeduces You to 8 3 how 
foon do We contemn the Beauties, we have rifled! Then 
Ignominy and the Brand of -Reproach. ſucceed * virtue; 
conſcious of Infection, declines your Society: and you be- 
come the Shame and Diſgrace of your own Sex, and ſub. 
ject to the Inſults and Licentionſneſs of Ours, + < 

THE unbappy Perſon, whoſe Hiſtory J am now pre- 
paring to give you, is a fatal Inſtance what Calamities have 
attended a wanton Beauty, and unguarded Character. So 
that to be a Concubine even to a King, is no „ ei- 
ther againſt Contempt, Mis fortune, or Beggary. 

AL L that we know of the Family of this celebrated, 
but unfortunate Beauty, at this Diſtance of Time, is that 
her Maiden Name was [Fainſead; and that ſhe was the 
only Child of Mr. Thomas Wanſtead, a Mercer of a con- 
fiderable Figure and Reputation in Cheapſide, London. As 
ſhe was an only Child, we-may eaſily conceive with what 
Tenderneſs and Indulgence ſhe was brought up: and as 
her growing Years gave the Promiſe of that uncommon 
Lovelineſs, which afterwards graced her Perſon, we may 
be ſure ſhe was the Object of her Parents Pride, as well 
as of their Affection. The conſcious Pleaſure, with which 
we view our Children when they are more than ordinarily 
handſome, ſhoots out into an Ambition of having them 
provided for proportionably to Nature's Bounty. Then 
Education is ſtreteh d beyond the neceſſary, to ornamental, 
Accompliſhments: and Muſick, hr „Dancing, and all 
the Qualifications, the Requiſites of Politeneſs and Gallan- 
try, ate more induſtriouſſy inculcated, than thoſe Rudi- 
ments by which the Mind is improv'd 3 or thoſe Virtues 
implanted, by which young Women are form'd to begood 
Wives, or exemplary in any ſocial Duties, 

THIS was the Foible of her over-fond Parents : the 
repeated Commendations of their Daughter's Charms taught 
them to admire, as well as love, her: and no Coſt, or Arts 
of Education could be too extravagant, either to expreſs 


their Affection, or vo bn Way to her Aﬀer-Fortune. 
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Too unhappy was it for her, in the Sequel of her Life, that 
they miſtakingly gave way to ſuch refin'd Sentiments: 
Had they brought her up as the plain City- Mercer's Daugh- 
ter, tis probable ſhe had liv'd and dy'd the comfortable 
Citizen's Wife. But Fate, or whatever other Influence ſol- 
licits in the Affairs of our Life, mark'd her out for a more 
diſtinguiſh'd Fortune, It happen d, that her Father's Trade 
lying much among the Court- Ladies, the Vanity and Am- 
bition of ſhewing his fair Daughter, prompted him to 
embrace all Opportunities of ſhewing her the Gallantries 
and Diverſions ef the Royal Palace. Theſe Gaieties and 
Splendors loft no Part of their Impreſſion upon her, who 
had a ſprightly and delicate Spirit, and a Capacity to di- 
ſtinguiſn berween the Triumphs of a Court, and private do- 
meſtick Pleaſures: ſo that Compariſon of the Two ſoon 
brought her to diſreliſn the dull, flegmatic Shows and En- 
tertainments of the City. . 
4 sĩ ſhe had frequent Advantages of being introduced 
into the beſt Companies, ſhe made wonderful Improve- 
ments in all the Parts of good Breeding; nor was the a 
little remarkable for the Fineneſs of her Addreſs, and win- 
ning Behaviour, 'The Gracefulneſs of her Mein, and the 
Sweetneſs'of her Beauty, drew the Eyes and Notice of all 
the Men upon her: nor could any One gaze without being 
ſenſible of her Charms, and fixing her lovely Image in 
their Souls. The imperceptible Intercourſe, that trades be- 
twixt the Eye and Heart, and is only diſcover'd in its Ef- 
feats, broke out in a numerous Train of her Votaries; and 
ſhew'd itſelf in Sighs, and Wiſhes, and Languiſnments, and 
all the glowing Symptoms of a Lover's Flame. 
THE great Lords at Court no ſooner beheld the Bloom 
of this inchanting Maid, than their Hearts panted with 4 
wanton Deſire; and all their Thoughts were rack d how 
to obtain her for a Miſtreſs. The Vigilance of an indu 
gent Father could not be inſenſible of theſe deſign d At- 
tacks upon his Daughter's Honour; he now began to be 
fearful for her Character and Reputation; and thought it 
. 14 bigh. 
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high Time to ſecure her from the lewd Attempts of theft 
young and diſſolute Courtiers. The beſt Means he could 
think of, to reſcue her from theſe Dangers, was to give 
her the Benefit of the Country Air, and ſend her quictly 
down to a Siſter of his, who dwelt in Northampton. Whe. 
ther the Father diſcover'd his Fears to the young Lady, or 
bow willingly ſhe diſpens d with this ſudden Retirement, 
is a Secret which Time has conceal'd from our Know- 
kdge, We are told that ſhe remain'd with her Aunt for 
about a Twelvemonth, and then was ſuffer'd to return to 
her Father. 55 

. SUCH an Interval of Abſence, Mr. ainſtead thought, 
might be ſufficient to cool the Paſſion of her Lovers, to 
ſlac ken their Enquiries after her, and to turn their Roving 
Thoughts upon ſome freſh Amour. But the Impreſſions of 
Appetite are not eaſily eraſed ; ſo importunate a Gueſt is 
Deſire in youthful Blood, | PO 
NO ſooner was her Return to Town known and talk'd 
of, but Stratagems were form'd againſt her Maiden Virtue, 
The amorous Lord Haſ{ings, particularly, had laid a Deſign 
to carry her off by Night: and, to effect his Purpoſe with 
the more Certainty, had brib'd her Father's Maid with a 
handſome Purſe of Gold, and richer Promiſes, to give him 
an Opportunity, and aſſiſt him in the Rape. But the 
Wench, whether ſtruck in Conſcience at the Badneſs of the 
Action, . whether reflecting on the Afflictions it muſt give 
the Family, or fearful of being diſcover'd, as an Acceſſa- 
ry, bad the Grace to repent and diſcover the Plot in time 
vented. ra a abs, 4 5 

Mr. #AINSTEAD now look'd back with ſome Com- 

ion on his unweigh'd, and fooliſh Conduct: and gave 

zimſelf a thouſand ſecret Reproaches for having ſhewn 
bis Daughter to a luxurious Court. He was now fully 
convinced, that he could not, without the utmoſt Hazard 
to ber, and the Forfeit of his own. Repoſe, continue his 
Daughter longer in a ſingle State, the common mz 
+ as 3 | Beaus, 
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Beans; and fluttering Gallants: and therefore, tho? ſhe was 
very young, and unfit to manage the Affairs of a Family, 
he reſoly'd to cut off the Hopes of all irregular Pretenders, 
by throwing her immediately into the Arms and Prote- 
ction of an Husband. Among thoſe, who formerly ad- 
dreſs'd her in the way of Marriage, was Mr. Matthem 
. Shore, a Goldſmith in Lombard. ſtreet, a Man of very fair Cha- 
rater, and flouriſhing- Circumſtances. Theſe Conſidera- 
tions, tho Mr. Mainſtead had once, perhaps, defign'd to- 
match her above that Rank, determin'd him to {ſettle in 
the Choice of Mr. Shore for her Husband. The young 
Lady, whoſe Thoughts were rather turn'd on general Gai- 
ety, than fix'd to any' particular Inclination, and who pre- 
ferr'd the Amuſements of Company, and the Joy of be- 
ing addreſs d, and flatter d, to the calm Pleaſures of conju- 
Endearments, was not over- fond of the Match. How- 
ever, the Authority of an indulgent Father, and the rich 
and coſtly Preſents of a generous Lover, at length won 
her, at leaſt tooutward Ap ce, to conſent to Mr, Shores 
. Pretenfions. The Solemnity of the Wedding was no leſs 
 ardently wifh'd on the Part of her Father, than it was 
zealouſlly preſs'd on that of her Loves. The one wanted 
to be rid of a thouſand uneaſic Fears, and torturing Suſ- 
picions: and the Other wanted to be put in Poſſeſſion of 
2 Beauty, for whoſs Love ſo many Rivals of Eminence 
contended. Meparations were made ſuitable to the Af- 
fection of her Father, and the Fortune of her deſtin d Hus- 
bana, and that ber Marriage might more fully be pro- 
cim d, to put an End to the Sollicitations of thoſe who 
had laid wanton Siege to her, many Ladies and Gentle- 
men from the Court were invited, and graced the Cere- 
mony with a moſt pompous Appearance. BE 295 
' NOW are we to look an our young: Beauty as a 
Bride; the darling Ambition of her enamour'd Husband, 
and the-Enyy of her own Sex, who repin'd at her ſupe- 


rior Charms and Happineſs; Each Day beheld her rifipg: 


in freſh Golry; deck'd with all the Profulion of Jewel and: 
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Other Ornaments, that an amorous and over-fond Hus- 
band could beſtow, to improve and ſet off her native Per- 
fections. Indiſcretion of Kindneſs ! Husbands, that con - 
tinue to play the Lovers after Marriage, are gradually quit- 
ting ſome Branch of Prerogative. For Nothing is ſo eafi« 
YR as Duty from the Boſoms of Women too ten- 
erly indulg'd; and 'tis well if they do not learn to con- 
temn into the Bargain, when they once find they have 
got the Aſcendant, and can govern. The Variety of fine 
Things that he daily . heap'd upen ber, was but adding 
Fuel to the Blaze of her Charms; and making her ſhine 
too bright for the Sphere of a Galdſmith's Shop. The 
more her Forme was cry:d up, and ſignaliz d, the more 
the became the Mark of publick Temptation. | 

THE Lord Haſtings, who, as we have before obſerv'd, 

entertain'd a very early Inclination for her, and would fain 

Save taſted the firſt Fruits of her Beauty, :expreſs'd ſome 
Concern for the Change of her Condition. But he fill felt 

the Grudgings of his —— Faſſion ; and now contented 

bicaſelf with the Thought, that, tho? he could not enjoy 

her as a Virgin, her Matrimony might make way for his 

. amorous Encoumers with more Frequency and Security. 

As he Was not a Guets invited to the Solemnity of her 
Marriage, be would not huweyer {lip. the Opportunity 
of paying her his Compliments os that. Occaſion. The 

bl Husband's Smiles for this Honour, and the c gaping Courteſie 
6 | of Mrs, Shore, occaſion'd him to repeat his Viſue and ſome- 
times, in Return, he would invite the married Couple to Court, 
where he always took care that their Entertainment ſhould 
be anſwerable to his on Dignity, and the Reſpect that 
he ſecretly profeſs'd for his fair Gueſt, Time and frequent 
| "Converſations brought him into great Familiarity with 
F their Family, and no leſs Confidence with the Husband, 
The over-happy Man harbour d no Suſpicions of any De- 
ſign on his Wife's Chaſtity; ſo that my Lord Haſtings was 
{8 deny d no Opportunities of being alone with her, This In- 
[| | dulgence- was All that his amoraus. Heart copld wiſh, 2 


* 
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He, who was a practis d Gameſter in the Affairs of Love, 
and knew all the Avenues and Inlets to a Woman's Af- 
fection; ſoon found the lucky Hour for making the Over- 
tures of his Puſſion. Neither the richeſt Preſents, nor the 
fondeſt Oratofy were ſpar d, to work upon her Avarioe 
and female Vanity: and if he could bring the Nuptial Vow 
into Contempt by his Sophiſtry, he flatter d himſelf that 
-he ſhould ſoon carry all before him. Mrs. Shore, who 
might not, perhaps, be ſecretly diſpleas d at her Lover, yet 
had no Vice which inclin'd her to gratify his Inclinations. 
She was witty and faeetious in giving a Turn to all his 
Arguments; and, by diſſembling her Knowledge of his 
Aim, ſo baffled him with her quick and ſmart Replies, 
that he found his Batteries would not carry the Town. 
He was reduced, by her Defence, either to raiſe the Siege 
in Deſpair; or muſt more deſperately refolve to take her 
by Storm. His fervent Inclination would not ſuffer him 
to relinquiſn her; and he began now to perſuade himſelf 
that She, who had aecepted his Gifts, and heard his Vows, yet 
admitted him, expected he ſhou'd make ſome Efforts that 
"ſhe muſt not in Modeſty conſent to. Upon theſe Supge« 
ſtions, tis ſaid, that one Day when he was alone with 
her, after giving her the warmeſt and moſt paſſionate 
Kiſſes, he flung her upon a Bed that ſtood in the Room, 
and attempted vigorouſly to force her to his Embraces. 
Bat ſne made ſuch a Reſiſtance, and deterr'd my Lord fo 
wich ber Sürie ke, that the diſengag'd herſelf. from him; 
and, running to her Husband in that Confuſion of Spirits, 
open d to him, with Tears, what Rudeneſs the Lord 
Haſtings had offer d to her. The Husband was equally 
ſurpriz d and nettled at the Indignity; but was at a Loſs 
how to puſh his Reſentments agaiaſt the Inequality of fo 
high and potent a Rival, We are told, he expoſtulated 
modeſtly with his Lordſhip, - upon the. Breach. of: Ho · 
ſpitality;, and told him, His own Content, and the Repu- 
tation he muſt, hold among bis Neighhours, oblig d him to 
dere that his Lerdſhip ypuld for che fyture diſcontinue his 
. TIE 
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THE Repulſe, which this young Nobleman had thus 
met with from his Miſtreſs, and the unexpected Eclairciſe- 
ment of his Paſſion to her Husband, overwhelm'd him at 
once with Indignation and Shame. He was now deter- 
mind that Revenge ſhould ſucceed his Diſappointment; 
and he vow'd, upon taking his Leave, that he would ſend 
ſuch a Rival in his Room, as neither the Husband's Au- 
2 nor the Wife's Chaſtity, ſhould be able to with- 
FT EIS Lord Haſtings was in no meaner a Poſt of Ho- 
nour, than that of Lord Chamberlaine of the Houſehold to 
his Prince, Edward the Furth; whoſe Inclinations to fine 
Women are ſufficiently known to Thoſe, who. are any 
ways vers d in our Engli/p Hiſtory; _ | 
KING Edward was a Prince ſo happily adorn'd with 

the Accompliſhments of Mind and Body, that he ſeem d 
to be the Pride and Darling of Nature. His Body was 
fram d and proportion'd to an uncommon Degree of Sym- 
metry and Exactneſs: His Aſpect was very bright and 
inviting: His Hair copious and flowing: and all his Limbs 
and Features wonderfully regular: Yet, with this Delica- 
cy, he was bleſ'd with as much Vigour, Health, and 
Strength of Conſtitution, as Men of the moſt robuſt and 
athletick Size are capable of enjoying. | 
NOR did Nature, for this her Liberality in external 
Gifts, make any Abatement (as too often, we perceive, 
the does; ) in the inward Furniture and Faculties of *, 
Soul. For our Prince had large Extent of Wit. And à 8k. 
gacity which was certainly owingz to Nature. The Grofl. 
neſs of the Times, ia whicn he lh d, did rfot much im- 
prove Men's Parts by Books and Learning. Bodily Exer. 
eiſe then carried it againſt Scholaſtic Education ; and Tits 
and Tournaments prevail'd above the Cultivation of the 
mental Powers. Nor, had Cuſtom and Faſhion given a 
Sanction to peaceful Studies, could the turbulent Circum- 
Rances of King Edward have given Way to them: The 
Trumpet of civil Diſcord founding too loud in his Ears, to 
FOE | i 


was a Conqueror, and ſettled Monarch. 
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admit any Converſation with the filent Muſes. However; 
he bad the Faculty of thinking properly, and a Force ef 


Language to expreſs his Ideas: His Wit was ſharp and 
ready, juſt and free from thoſe little Subtleties, which Men 
of ſhallow Underſtandings and ſordid Views moſt value 


themſelves upon, 4 
IN his Councils he was judicious, and adjuſted Matters 
of the greateſt Importance with little Difficulty : For his 


Underſtanding was clear and dextrous in reſoly ing Doubts; 
not dark ard cloudy, and apt to create them. His great 


Judgment in leading his Armies, and perſonal Courage in 
fighting, ſpeak him both a daring Soldier and an Expert 
Commander: And the many Battles he fought, inall which 
he triumph'd, made him as much to be admir'd for his 
military Diſcipline, as his happy Succeſs. 

THE Revolutions of his Life were very ſignal ar Fas 


rious; and, as Fortune chang'd her Moods, So rretimes he 


dethron d. and an abandon'd Ex But 1 1 3 
ges, he 5 diſcover d a Gern truely great and good. For 
Proſperity raiſed ho but to a Complacency in his Fortune, 
not to a L Aain of his Adverſaries for their Loſſes, or a 


Tris in himſelf for his own Acquiſitions. And when he 


had moſt Security in his Kingdom, and conſequently moſt 
Allurements to Tyranny, had his Diſpoſition taken that 
Bent, then did he ſhew himſelf moſt humane, and indul- 
ne £ . 

1 ND EE the Goodnefs of his Nature was ſomething 
extravagant towards the fair Sex; and Youth and Conſti- 
tution, ſeconded by uncontrall'd Power, made him give a 
Looſe to his luxurious Appetite. His Marriage with the 
Lady Elizabeth, the Widow of Sir Fohn Gray, is an emi- 
nant Inſtance of his Want of Power to curb that Paſſion. 
His Mother had earneſtly difſwaded him from this Match; 
and the Dukes, his Brothers, who knew him to be vo- 
hptuous, had him in a Degree of Contempt ſor his weak 
cenciouſneſs, For tho the Lady Zlixaberh Gray, (who 

has 
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was 2 Petitioner to him for the Recovery of certain Land; 
forfeited by her Husband, thro his Misfortune of taking 
the wrong Side) had charm'd him with her Beauty ang 
excellent good Senſe; his Sollicitations to her at firſt were 
for the obtaining wanton Favours: And ſo little Command 
had he of himſelf, when Beauty had once made its Im. 
preſſions, that, tho'. her Virtue wou'd not ſtoop to the 
Infamy of being his Paramour, He, contrary to the In- 
tereſt of his Crown, and in Contempt of a Treaty then 
depending for his Marriage with the Lady Bona, Siſter to 
. the French King's Conſort, made her the Partner at onte 
.of his Bed and Thronmeeae . 
BUT to return from this Digreſſion to:the Affairs of 
Mrs. Shore, and the Proſecution of thoſe Schemes, which, 
tho they raiſed her at firſt to an Eminence of Pomp and 
Affluence, were the Foundation of her after-Downfal and 


Miſery: King Edward's tedious Wars and Struggles with 
the Houſe, of Lancaſter were now happily ended, the vie-. 


torious Monarch in quiet Poſſeſſion of the Crown, and at 


| Leiſure to attend the Proſecution of any pleaſing Adven- 


ture. Haſtings, who well knew the Turn and amorous 
Diſpoſitior of his King's Heart, ſeir d the fit Opportunity, 


when his Prince was agrecably diſpos d, to recount the 


Entertainments to Advantage which he had received at 


Mr. Shore's; and how much the Wife excell9 all the Fi 


males that ever he; had convers d with, in Beauty, Wit, 


. 


and all the Accompliſhments, that are lovely and deſirable 


in chat engaging Ser 
THESE Encomiums from the Mouth of a Favourite, 


and from One whom the King believ'd a good Judge in 
_ theſe Matters, ſenſibly touch'd the Heart of the young 
Voluptuous Monarch. He, who had a freſh Appetite for 


every freſh Beauty, took inſtant Fire at the Report of this 


unknown Charmer's, Excellence, and grew impaticnt for 


the Means and Opportunity of ſecing her. 


2 * 


HAS TING S, tho' he was a Gentleman of many Vir- 


tues and good Qualitics, yet was ſo true a, Courtier, that 
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be thought it no Diſgrace to aſſiſt his Prince's Pleaſures, 
even by being ſubſervient to the Offices of a common Pan- 
der, Revenge 100 Was a Motive to make him active in this 
Cauſe; nor was he out of Hopes, that the Beauty, once 
humbled to his Maſter's Embraces, might, after that Re- 
volt, be the leſs obſtinate to his Sollicitations, 

THE Difficulty was, how the King ſhould handſomely 
come to a Sight of her. Gorgeous Majeſty muſt be laid 
aſide for this Pur poſe, Ox the jealous Husband, al-rm'd and 
upon his Guard, had certainly ſecured his Wife, and prevented 
the Deſign ; The Court too might have had on Eye on the In- 
treague, and the Queen been concern'd in its Diſcovery and 
" DES: i ds; | 

IT was therefore, advis'd that the King ſhould obſcure 
himſelf in the Habit of a Merchant, and with the Atten- 
dance of only one Servant, go to Mr. Shore's on pretence 
of Buſineſs in his way. This Scheme accordingly was 
put in practice: The King finds the good Man buſie 
in his Affairs, and, fitting down. till he was at Leiſure, 
then deſired to ſee, and contracted for, a conſiderable Quan- 
tity of Plate, which he was commiſſion d to buy, and ſend 
beyond Sea. The Bargain finiſh'd, and the fair Creature 
not yet appearing for whoſe Sight he had turn'd Merchant, 
the King grew out of Patience, and at a Loſs what Step 
to take, He diſcours d of News, and Trade; and, as Love 
is happy in furniſhing us with Counſels, fell at laſt upon 
the Topick of Matrimony. Obſerving that Mr. Shore 
had a rich Stock, and a commodious and ſplendid Dwel- 
ling, IIs pity, met hints, ſays the Kings that there is not a 
Mſtreſs to this fair Houſe. 1 fancy, I could recommend you 
to One, that is young, beautiful, and a. Fortune anſwerable 
28 your Circumſtances. Sir, reply'd Mr. Shore with a Smile, 


Tam to thank you for your good Will, but am already pro- 
vided; and on the Inſtant order d his Wife to. make her 


Approach, The ſecret Lover bluſh'd at this Summons, 
and dig Heart flutter'd with Expectation of the adorable 
Object. Preſently, upon the Command, appear'd the lovely 
* Creature; 
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Creature; not only equal, but ſuperior, to the Lord Haſt- 
iges Deſcription: And tho' her Beauty wanted no ſuch 
Aſſiſtances of Art, ſhe was dreſfs'd according to the niceſt 
_ Faſhion of the Times, and deck'd with Gold and Jewels 
beyond her Station. e 
THE Deſcription, which we haye of her Perſon, is 
likely to be authentic, becauſe it is left us by the Pen of 
a Contemporary, and Eye "Witneſs, thus: Her Stature 
was ſomcwhat low, her Hair of a dark Yellow, her 
Face round, her Eyes grey, her Body plump, her Skin 
© white and ſmooth, her Aſpect ſweet and. cheartul, her 
x Air brisk and ſprightly, and her Deportment extreamly 
« courteous and obliging. Sir Thomas More allowed her 
Beauty to have been exact in every Thing, except her 
Height. Proper ſhe was, ſays he, andfair; Nothing in her 
Dody that you could have changed unleſs you would have 
wiſihd her a little higher, Yet he ſays, this Beauty, fo nezr 
to Perfection, was not the Thing which charm'd Men ſo 
powerfully, as her admirable and never-failing Wit, which 
made her Converſation incomparably delightful. For ſhe 
never appear'd ſullen, or out of Humour, but eafie and 
pleaſant at all Times. Neither apt to be mute, nor to 
-pour out Words without Meaſure, or puniſh the Company 
with impertinent Noiſe and Nonſenſe. ' Her Anſwers were 
ready, and much to the Purpoſe ; and ſhe would rally 
with a peculiar Smartneſs, yet with ſuch juſt Wit and 
good Manners, as never to offend or diftate any body. 

- BY the Character already given of King Edward, we 
may reaſonably preſume that a Woman of theſe Qualifi- 
cations muſt prove a ſtrong Temptation to him, who was 
' -himſelf a Perfon of fo much Wit and good Humour. We 
are not to doubt but he thought the Minutes flitted away 
too faſt, while He fat in full View of Mrs. Shore's irreſi- 


ſtible Charms, and was raviſhed with the Muſick of her | 


- inchanting Tongue: With how much Grief and Rovc- 
tance mult ſuch a Lover depart, and leave her in e Poſ- 
ſeſſion of her Husband, a licens d Rival # His * 
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Gbdued with this ſingle Interview ; and he reſoly d, at 
any Rate, to purchaſe ſo ineſtimable a Jewel, and have 
the free and full Enjoyment of her. | 

BUT the Method of making his Approaches was the 
Point now to be labour'd. He could not long hope to 
be conceal'd in his Diſguiſe, and repeat his Viſits to her 
Husband : And tho his Quality might not be diſcover'd, 
yet, his Buſineſs once known, he expected the fame Re- 
pulſe, which had before been given to his Chamberlains, 
To aſſume Himſelf, and court her in the Character of a 
King in Lumbaraſtreet, he judg'd, wou'd be too heinous 
2 Leſſening of his Majeſty : and to force Her from her 
lawful Husband's Embraces, might be conſtrued ſuch an 
Act of Tyranny, as would ſtartle and enrage the Subject, 
and put every one in Apprehenſion of the like Violence to 
their own Wives and Daughters. Have her He muſt, and 
with her own Conſent : For Love has no Charms nor 
Satisfaction in it, except it be mutual and unconſtrain'd 
on both Sides. | | | | 

INSTANTLY, he makes his belov'd Haſtings the 
Partner of his Counſels, or rather his Counſellor :* For it 
is from the Aſſiſtance of his working Head, that the 

Monarch expects Relief at Heart. Haſtings glow'd with 
ſecret Tranſport, to find the Train had taken to his Wiſh: 
And, obſerving the Concern and Emotions of his en- 
amour d Maſter, aſſur'd him with a Smile, that all his Ser- 
vice ſhould be devoted to procure him Eaſe. 

THE Monarch was all on Fire, and impatient for the 
Joy: It Rood upon the Favourite to ſhew his Zeal in his 
Addreſs and Induſtry. The Chamberlaine knew that Wo- 
men were the beſt Inſtruments to be ſuborn'd in ſuch Af- 
fairs, and that the Sex is moſt readily betray'd by one ano- 
ther. It happen d one Mrs. Blague, or Blake, who was a 
Lace-Woman to the Court, liv'd in the Neighbourhood of 
Mrs. Shore, and was intimately acquainted with her. They 
often exchang d Viſits, and ſpent whole Evenings toge · 
ter, Mrs, Blague Was not a Perſon of the molt unble- 

a miſbt 
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miſht Reputation; and it is generally ſeen in Life, that 
they, who make a Trip in Character, think themſelves 
countenanc'd in it by bringing their Acquaintance unde 
the ſame Dilemma. She was now grown old, and paſt 
the Enjoyment of gay Pleaſures : But was ſuch an in- 
triegueing Dame, as for Money would have betray'd not 
only her beſt Friend, but her own Daughter. into the Snare, 
Haſtings found no Difficulty to be upon good Terms with 
this Woman : He preſented her with a Purſe of Gold, and 
bade her hope for much greater Advantages, if ſhe would 
faithfully ſerve her Prince in a particular Matter, Mrs, 
Blague proteſting a Heart devoted to the Service, Hal. 
ings immediately communicated the whole Affair to her; 
which ſhe undertook to manage with the utmoſt Secrecy 
and Conduct. Ns 
_ THINGS put into this Poſture, Mrs. Blague's Houſe 
was now to be the Scene of Appointments. Thither, 
as Mrs. Blague's particular Acquaintance, came the King 
continually in Diſguiſe : And luxurious Entertainments, the 
Incentives to Pleaſure, were conſtantly provided, Mr, 
Shore all this while was guiltleſs of his Wife's meeting 
Company at her Female Friend's: Her Repulſe of the 
Lord Haſtings, and free Diſcovery of his Attempt upon 
her, gave him ſo ſtrong an Aſſurance of her Virtue, as 
ſeal'd up the Eyes of Suſpicion, and put him in full Re- 
poſe as to the Wiſdom, and Integrity, of his Wife's Con- 
duct. | | 

THE old Procureſs ated up to the Rules of her Trade, 
and often left Mrs. Shore alone with her Royal Gallant, 
who made the beſt Uſe of every favourable Opportunity, 
and uſed all the Arts of a paſſionate Lover to gain her Af. 
fections. But ſhe, like a cunning Fencer, took Care to 
keep him at a due Diſtance, obſtinate, and inflexible to al 
his Attempts. The eager, baffled Lover, impatient longer 
of the Bliſs delay'd, put his Paſſion into ſuch Terms, and 


purſu'd his Efforts with ſo much Warmth, that Mrs. 
Shore now plainly underſtood! the Drift of his Fondneh. 
| 2 ; N h . Here- 
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Hereupon, ſhe expoſtulates ſeriouſly with her Friend Mrs. 
Blague, for ſuffering ſuch a rude Man to frequent her 
Houſe, and tells her the wicked Deſign he had upon her 
Virtue. Mrs. Blague ſhew'd a well-feign d Confunon at 
the Story, proteſted ſhe took him for a Man of very mo- 
deſt Behaviour, and promis d Mrs. Shore ſhe ſhould be 
troubled with no more of his Company, | 
BUT tho? the King was now in Policy to be baniſh'd 
| from her Converſation, the Intriegue was not to break off 
here. The City was appriz d of a ſplendid Maſque ready 


to be preſented at Court; and the fair Sex grew buſie in 


making Preparations for it. Mrs. Blague, whoſe Profeſſi- 
on furniſh'd her with ſome Acquaintance at Courr, under- 
took, it Mr. Shoye approv'd of it, to help his Spouſe to a 
good Place at the approaching Solemnity. This Offer 
was gladly accepted, and ſhe (not dreaming of any Plot) 
dreſs'd herſelf with an Elogance that might vie with any 
of the Court-Ladies. After much Paſtime and Diverſion, 
2 Man of extraordinary Figure ſtands out to Dance ; upon 
which immediately Mrs. Shore heard a Whiſper run among 
the Ladies, That was the King: Who ſoon ſpied her thro 
his Mask, (for he knew where ſhe was to be planted) and 
ſtepping to her Seat, tock her out for his Partner. The 
Tranſport of ſuch an Honour done her call'd forth a be- 
coming Bluſh upon her lovely Cheeks ; and gave a double 
Luſtre to the Bloom of her Beauty. When ſhe had per- 
form'd her Part with a tranſcending Grace, her Partner, 
with the moſt careful Reſpect, replaces her in her Seat, 
and, ſecretly ſliding a Bzllet-dowx into her Hand, retires 
unſuſpected. So unlook'd for an Encounter could not but 
put her under ſome Confuſion, as well as Eagerneſs to 
know the Contents : The Entertainment being ended, 
away ſhe poſts with Mrs. Blague. and the firſt Opportunity 
ſhe could get, opens the Letter. This was to acquaint 
her, that the Perſon, who had that Night danced with her, 
and who had fo often enjoy d her Company at her Female- 
friend's was the King; that he was an humble Suiter to = 
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for her Love, which he priz d above all the Glories of hi; 
Empire; and offer'd her all the Delights and Pleaſures of 
the Court in Recompence for it, 
UPON ſo plain a Diſcovery, Paſſions, of a different 
Sort, rais d a Conflict in her Boſom, and ſhe was not a 
little concern'd and divided in her Thoughts what to do, 
At length, ſhe produces the Billet, and adviſes with her 
Companion, who was privately brib'd to betray her to 
Diſhonour, Was there Room for a Struggle, or Debate, 
upon ſuch a Queſtion, reply'd Mrs. Blagwe ? If Princes 
thought fit to make ſtartling Demands, Allegiance obliged 
a Subject neither to canvaſs, nor diſpute them. What 
would be a Crime with a common Perſon, was ſanctifted 
with a King ; and ſhe ought to have that Regard to her 
Husband's Wellfare and Safety, to weigh what Conſe- 
quence of Danger a perverſe Refuſal in her might bring 
upon him. Beſides, there was a Fate over every Body 
that was not to be reſiſted ; and therefore the Choice did 


not require a Moment's Determination betwixt a King and 


a Goldſmith. 3 | | 
IT may be remember'd that Mrs. Shore was married 
very young, to a Perſon who never was in full Poſſeſſion 
of her Heart. And tho' ſhe wanted nothing, which a 
Woman of her Rank could expect, or defire, yet ſhe was 
ambitious of ſhining in the higheſt Sphere: Her Heart was 
fondly ſet upon Pleaſures and Entertainments: She had 
been trained up to fancy rich Attire and great Attendance; 
and knew very well that the Court was the Fountain of 
all theſe Felicities. For theſe Reaſons her Mind was pre- 
par'd with the leſs Reluctanc: to quit a Tradeſman and his 
Habitation, when the inviting Exchange was for a King 
and a Palace. 
HE R Reſolutions being overſway'd, nothing now re- 
main'd to do, but to change her Station with as much 
Secrecy and Silence as ſhe could. Mrs. Blague had. given 
the King Notice of her ſucceſsful Management for him; 
who immediacly diſpatch'd a Chariot to her Houſe, t 
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bring off the long · deſired Prize, Mrs. Shore, on her part, 
likewiſe conyey d her Jewels and choiceſt Things thither, 
intending not to ſtay long behind them, However, ſhe 
fit down to Supper with her Husband, and was ſhewing 
herſelf moſt obliging and complaiſant to him; when, on 
the ſudden, a Meſſenger came with a feign'd Errand, That 
her Mother was taken very ill, and muſt needs ſpeak with 
her preſently. Her Husband would have fain accompa- 
nied her to her Mother's; but ſhe found her Reaſons to 
detain him at home; ſo giving him the laſt Kiſs he ever 
had from her Lips, with Tears in her Eyes, and Promiſes 
of not ſtaying, took her Leave of him. She no ſooner 
came to Mrs. Blague's, than the careful Procureſs attended 
her into the Chariot, and ſo lodg d this Treaſure of Beauty 
in her Monarch's Arms. 

HER forſaken Hughand, yet unconſcious of his Fate, 
paſt the tedious Hours of the live long Night in a vain 
Expectation of his Wife's Return. Upon her continued 
Abfence, his Concern and Trouble heighten'd, and he could 
not forbear going to ſeek her at her Mother's Houſe, Here 
began the firſt Aſſurance of his Unhappineſs; her Mother 
had not ſeen her all the preceding Day; neither had been 
diſorder d, as was pretended by the Meſſenger. This 


truck him with Conſternation, and a thouſand heart - ſick 


Doubts : And he run about from one Relation to another 
in a fruitleſs Purſuit of her. All the = Dey was ſpent to 
a8 little Purpoſe ; ſo At the poor Man was almoſt out 
of his urzee, and concluded, (from what had been former- 
ly ittempted) that ſhe had at length yielded to the Impor« 


tunities of ſome amorous Courtier. 


INTELLIGENCE, that is ever buſie in the Com- 
munication of ill News, did not keep him long in Suſ- 
pence of what had happen d; but it was rumour'd con- 
fidently, and ſeconded with Aſſurance, that ſhe was enter- 
tain d by the King, as his Bedfellow. This put bim out of 
all Hopes of ever recovering her again. He now reflected 
on the Menaces of the repulſed Lord Haſtings ; and doubt - 
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of Elevation that her enamour'd Prince could raiſe her; ex- 
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ed not but that reſenting Courtier had taken Pains ko {a 
flame the King to this Action. - 

OUR beſt Hiſtorians ſay, that from this Time Mr 
Shore entirely quitted her to her Royal Lover; and had 
never any further Enjoyment of her. Others inform us 
that this moſt unhappy Man was thrown into a deep Me- 
lancholly by this Misfortune, became uncapable of follow. 
ing his Buſineſs, and, to cure his diſtemper'd Mind, went 
into foreign Parts, aud, travell'd in France, Flanders, Spain, 
and Turkey, till he had conſumed all his Subſtance, And 
returning home, When he thought every Body had forgot 
him, he lived poorly and died miſerably in the Reign of 
King Henry the Seventh. 

I T has been conjectur d by Rue but, I think, upon 
no Colour of Authority, that he was probably the Brother 
of Mr. Richard Shore, Draper, who: was Sheriff of London 
in the Year r5oy, that is, che twenty firſt Year of Hey 
VII. and who was a Benefactor to St. Mary Woolchurch, 
and St. Aiudred's Poultry, as we find recorded in Srow's Sur- 
vey of London, Buf this Circumſtance ſeems to claſh a 
little with our . Shore's languiſhing out the Remainder of 
his Days in ſuch a State of Penury. A Brother of ſo large 
a Fortune muſt have ſcreen'd him from thoſe necellitous 
Calamities; and, by proper Comforts, wean'd him from 
the Memory of his unfaithful-Wifez But, perhaps, be laid 
his Loſs and the. Reproach of Cuckoldom too cloſe to 
Heart: And choſe rather iv ye by the Hand of Famine, 
than ſtand the Shock of revealing him. eo à thriving 
Relation. But as this Queſtion is of no Moment to wr 
preſent fliſtory, we'll leave it undetermin d; and purſue 
the Adventures of his yet more ſucceſsful Wife. 

AND now we find her mounted to the higheſt Point 
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cepting only This, that ſhe was not bis lawful Queen: 
whom certainly ſhe eclipied, as ſhe did all the reſt of his 
Miſtreſſes. For -whoever. had any Favour to ſollicit at 


* they made Mrs. Shore V Fatroneſs to the King; 
as 
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s knowing that ſhe had ihe greateſt Influence over him. 
Indeed, he lov'd her fo tenderly, he could deny her No- 
thing. Many times, when Offenders lay under his heavy 
Diſpleaſure, and the greateſt Court-Fayourites durſt not 
preſume to intercede for them; ſhe, with her ſprightly 
Wit and pleaſant Humour, would ſo mollify and ſweeten 
the King, that many a Man's Life was fav'd, many a 
Fine remitted, and many a paor Priſoner ſet at Liberty, 
The good Offices ſhe did for ail Sorts of People, rich and 
poor, in City and Country, were numberleſs, and had 
made up a large Part of her Hiſtory, if the World were as 
grateful, as it is revengeful; or half ſo apt to remember 
good, as ill Turns. But the Former Men write in Duſt, 
or upog the Waters : And the Other they engrave on Braſs, 
and cut in Marble. One Thing is particularly recorded, 
that ſhe obtain'd of the King for her old Acquaintance 
Mrs. Blague, an Eſtate of the Value of two hundred Pounds 
a Lear. A kind Requital of an ill piece of Service! This 
is ſaid of her in general, that ſhe never us'd her great In- 
tereſt. with the King to hurt any Creature, or to ſerve 
herſelf in any Act 2 Spleen or Revenge: Nor was ſhe 
ever known to ſtain her Hands with Bribes, or ſell the 
Favours ſhe obtained: But was truely Noble, and Gene- 
rous, in every Step of her Conduct. If ſhe ever accepted 
of any Preſent, ' or Token of Gratitude, it was ſomething 
rather gay than coſtly; either becauſe ſhe was fatisfied with 
having done a good Work, or proud to ſhew how much 
the Royal Graces were at her Diſpoſal ; or ſenſible that 
ſhe had enough, and regarded Riches no further than as 
they were ſubſervient to her Pleaſures, 3 | | 
HOW many Years of this ſupreme Power and Glory 
ſne enjoy'd, is unknown'to us at this Day; becauſe we 
have no Account of the Year from whence to date the 
Firſt of her Advancement: but without doubt ſhe liv'd 
many Summers in the Warmth and Splendor of this emi- 
nent good Fortune, From the firſt Hour the King re- 
clv'd her into his Arms, ſhe held the chief Place in his 
Wy. . Affections 
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Aﬀctions all the remaing Part of his Life. And conſ. 
dering what fort of Perſon he was, a Heroe in Arms, 200 


famous for warlike Adventures: conſidering he was plet 
fant and agreeable in Converſation, great in the Riches aud 


© Splendor of his Court, liberal of his Favours, young, jo. 
vial, and comely to the laſt, Nothing could be wanting, 


which a Lady, moſt addicted to the Pleaſures and Grat. 
fications of Senſe, could require at his Hands. : 
OUR Hiſtorians, I think, have none of them left ug 
any particular Account, where the Scene of Pleaſure wi 
betwixt the King, and this his favourite Miſtreſs. We an 
hardly imagine, that, as he had a young Queen, who bore 
him two Princes, He could with any Decency, or Cons 
yenience, lodge her in any Apartments of the Tower, the 
Palace Royal of thoſe Times. The vulgar Tradition is, 
that he kept her at a little Seat about two Miles diſtant 
from the Palace, call'd Totmam-Court; and in a moated 
Houſe there they pretend, to this Day, to ſhew you Mrs, 
Shores Dining-room, and hoſpitable Table. | 
IN this. happy Retirement, careſs d and complimented 


by a numerous Train of Dependants {who either thought 


they pleas'd the King by paying their Court to her, or were 
making way to his Favour thro' her well-timed Interceſ- 
ſions) liv'd this beauteous Concubine in Pleaſure and Pro- 
ſperity, during the Reign of ker Royal Keeper. We hare 
no Notices left, whether ſhe ever had any Children by him: 
or whether ſhe ſhow'd, at any Hours, a Remorſe and Con- 
trition for her Diſloyalty to her Husband. While Fortune 


mild upon her, tis not improbable, but Merriment and 
Plenty might exclude the Approaches of Conſcience and 
ſevere Reflections. : 


BUT when the fatal Day was, in which King 24 
ward ended his Reign and Life together, his beloved Mi- 
ſtreſs was caſt out of her Paradiſe, and fell from the Sum- 
mit of her exalted Station. Yet was not her Ruin fo to- 
tal and ſudden, as to plunge her at once into that Ocean 
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but an eaſy Deſcent at firſt, from the Crown to the Co- 
ronet; from the Bed of Majeſty to That af high iNobi- 


lity. | 
þ T has been already hinted in theſe Papers, that the 
Lord Chamberlaine Haſtings was in the Number of her 
moſt early Admirers; and had more than once attempted 
to ſeize by Violence upon That, which his moſt ardent Ad- 
drefles could not obtain from her Conſent. And tho), as it 
has been likewiſe obſerv'd, he gratified his Revenge by 
ſtirring up the King to carry her from her Husband's Bed; 


yet this did not make a perfect Cure of his Paſſion, nor. - 


eface the bewitching Image which ſhe had impreſs d up- 
on his Heart. He contain'd himſelf indeed, and kept a due 
Diſtance from her during the King's Life; either out of 
Reverence to his Royal Maſter, or from a pure Principle 
of Honour and Fidelity, Upon his Prince's Deceaſe, he 
renew'd his old Offers of Kindneſs to her, which being ac- 
cepted, he took her home to himſelf. The Tongues of Men 

ive themſelves ſome Licenſe towards an abandon'd Mi- 
ſtreſs, which ſhe was, perhaps, willing to ſtop by the 
Protection of that Peer: or Gratitude, as much as Policy, 
might induce her to oblige the Man, who had for ſo ma- 
ny Years retain'd a conſtant Affection for her. Unhappy, 
however, for them Both was this pleaſurable Union: It too 


ſurely involy'd her in Haſtings's Ruin, and ſunk her to the 


loweſt Degree of Wretchedneſs. | 
KING Edward was now dead, and the eldeſt of his 
Sons much too young to hold the Reins of Empire. The 
cruel! Duke of Glouceſter, afterwards King Richard the 
Third, now made Protector of the Realms, aſpir'd to the 
Crown of England. The Rage of his Ambition made him 
mow down all Obſtacles, that he but ſuſpected might op- 
pole his Acceſſion to it. He had his Spies and Informers 


| upon the Looks and Tongues of every great Man, to 
found how far they ſtood affected to his wearing the Gar- 


land, or what 'Zeal they profeſs'd for the Succeſſion of his 
dead Brother's Iſſue, Sir Mlliam Catesby was one of theſe 
Vor. III. K noto- 
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194 The HISTORY of 
notorious Bloodhounds; and he, in ſifting the Lord Faſting, 
upon the Queſtion, found that loyal Peer ſtrenuous for his 
late Maſter's Son's Succeſſion. 
THE Protector had order'd a Council at the Tower, ups 
on Pretence of conſidering how to ſolemnize the Corona. 
tion of his Nephew King Edward V. When they were 
fat, in He came frowing, knitting his Brows, gnawing his 
nether Lip; and took his Place with all the Marks of ſe- 
cret Rage and Diſpleaſure. Many at the Board knew by 
the Complexion of his Aſpect, what foul Weather was 
brewing in his Boſom ; and juſtly dreaded where the Storm 
wou'd fall. After a ſhort Silence, he ask'd,, What they 
deſerv'd, who, without any Regard to his Family or Of- 
fice of Protector, had conſpir'd his Deſtruction? This un- 
expected Queſtion ſtrangely ſtartled the Lords, as not able 
to imagine at whom it was levell'd, or what he ſhould 
mean by It. | 
THE Man, that ventur'd to ſpeak firſt, (as being very 
familiar with the Protector) unhappily was the Lord Ha. 
ings; who anſwer d, That, whoever they were, they 
well deſerv'd the Puniſhment of the worſt of Traytors, 
The wicked Inſtrument, reply'd the Protector, is that Sorce- 
reſs my Brother's Wife (meaning the Queen) with her Ac. 
complices. The Lord Haſimgs was not a little pleas'd that 
the Queen, (for whom he had never entertsin'd a fincere 
Affection) was aim'd at in his Reſentment : only it troubled 
him that he had not been made privy to This, as wel as 
to the apprehending ſeveral of her Friends, who were to 
be executed that Day at Pomfret Caſtle. The Protector im- 
mediately ſtripp'd up the Sleeve of his left Arm, and 
ſhewing it ſmall and wither'd, See, ſays he, how execrably 
chat Sorcereſs, and others of her Council, as Shore's Wife, 
and her Abettors, have by their Surgery and Witchcraft con- 
ſum'd my Body, > 
THERE was not one in the Company, but perceiv'd 
that this was a groundleſs Calumny : for they all knew 
that his Arm had been wither'd and contracted from the 
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Hour of his Birth: and beſides, if the Queen had been 
guilty of any ſuch Practice, (which ſhe was too wiſe and 
good to be concern'd in) ſhe would never have choſe 
Mrs, Shore for a Confederate, whom of all Women ſhe 
had moſt Reaſon to hate, as that Concubine, whom the 
King, her late Husband, moſt lov'd. 

THE Lord Haſtings, nearly touch'd with this broad 
Accuſation of Mrs. Shore, whom he paſſionately doated on, 
anſwer d, Certainly, my Lord, if they have done This, no Pu- 
niſhment can be too great for them, If ?--- reply d the Pro- 
zeffor ſnarling, What, doſt thou ſerve me with It's and And's ? 
I tell thee, they have done it; and That I will make good on 
iy Body, Traytor. Hereupon he ſtruck his Fiſt with Vehe- 
mence upon the Table, at which Signal, one, planted with- 
out for the purpoſe, cry'd Treaſon! and arm'd Men came 
ruſhing in, as many as the Room could hold. The Protector 
cry'd out to the Lord Haſtings, J arreſt thee, Traytor. What, 
Me, my Lord? ſaid Haſtings. Yes, thee; thou Traptor; ſays 
the Protector furiouſly; and by St. Paul 1 will not dine To-day, 
till I have thy Head for thy Offences. This Threatning Sen- 
tence was no ſooner pronounced, bit he was hurried to 
the Green by the Tower Chappel, and his Head laid down 
upon a Piece of Timber, which lay there for Building, and, 
in a moſt arbitrary and tyrannical way, ſtruck off, 

AS this Lord was much eſteem'd by the late King's 
Friends, for his Loyalty to the Houſe of York, and by the 
People for his Regard to the Common Good; the Pro- 
tector for theſe Reaſons was ſenſible, that the News of his 
Death would cauſe great Diſcontents in all Parts of the 
Nation. And hereupon he thought it his wiſeſt Courſe to 
fend for the Lord Mayor and chief Citizens to him into 
the Tower, to give them ' a full Account of the Juſtice of 
the Lord Haſtings's Sufferings: that ſo the Murmurings 
of the City being appeas d, the Nation might have no 
Cauſe to repinmſſ. e 

BUT, uponꝰ more mature Deliberation, this was not 
thought ſufficient to appeaſe the People's Minds; and there- 
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fore ſoon after the Citizens were gone, an Herald at Arms 
was ſent into the City to publiſh a Proclamation, purport- 
ing, © That Lord Haſtings had conſpir'd to aſſaſſinate the 

Protector, and ſeize upon the young King and Govern- 
«« ment; that he had by his ill Advice enticed the late King 
* to Debaucheries, and thereby ſhorten'd his Days; that, 
ſince the Death of the King, he had liv'd in continual 
« Incontinency with Shore's Wife, and lain nightly with 
« her, and particularly, the very Night before his Death; fo 
« that it was no Wonder, if his ungracious Life brought 
him to as unhappy an End. 

BUT there was an After-Game till to be play'd to this 
illegal Proceeding; the Protector thought himſelf oblig d 
now to perſecute Mrs. Shore, whom he had charg'd with 
the ſame Treaſon : leſt, if he ſhould let her eſcape, he 
ſhould betray his own Plot ; for if ſhe were not guilty, 
no more was the Lord Haſtings : and if he deſerv'd to die, 
ſo did She on the ſame Accuſation. For this Reaſon, Sir 
Thomas Howard was ſent to her Houſe with an Order of 
Council to apprehend her Perſon, and ſeize her Goods as 
forfeited to the King by her Treaſon. Both theſe Orders 
were rigorouſly executed: her Goods to the Value of about 
three thouſand Marks were taken from her, and ſhe her- 
ſelf committed to Confinement in the Tower. 

- WITHIN a few Days, ſhe was brought to Exami- 
nation before the Council, charg'd with Witchcraft, and 
combining with Lord Haſtings to the Protector Deſtructi- 
on; to which Articles ſne made ſo clear a Defence, that 
there appear d not the leaſt Colour of Guilt upon her. But 
if they could not touch her Life with falſe Allegations, in 
Policy ſhe muſt be loaded with ſomething that would ſtick, 
Open and ſcandalous Whoredom was now imputed to her; 
a Charge roo well known for her either ro deny, or evade, 
To make an Example of her, ſhe was turn'd over to the 
Correction of the Spiritual Court: and public k Penance 
for her Incontinence enjoin d her in St. Pauls Cathedral, on 


the enſuing Sunday. 
| | NOW 
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NOW was open'd the firft Scene of her Shame and 
Confuſion; which was ſoon attended with a Series of en- 
creating Calamities. Stript of all her Ornaments, and co- 
ver'd with a white Sheer, bare-legg'd, and the ſharp Stones 
wounding her tender Feet, was the brought by way of 
Proceſſion, with the Croſs carried before her, and a Wax 
Taper in her Hand, from the Biſhop of London's Palace to 
St. Paul's, thro? Crouds of Rabble, who flock'd to gaze on 
her Infamy. Being plac'd in the Choir, directly over againſt 
the Preacher, ſhe, in a ſet Form of Words, declar'd her 
Enormities and her Repentance of them. In all this Pa- 
geantry of Humiliation, ſhe behav'd with ſo much Mode- 


ty and decent Sorrow, that Such as regarded her Beauty 


more than her Crime, never thought her ſo fair and love- 
ly as under that Affliction, For wanting nothing to com- 
pleat her Charms but a little Colour ; this publiſhing her 
Shame, and the gazing of the Multitude upon her, brought 
ſuch an agreeable Red into her Cheeks, as made her look 
extremely fine. Even many of a more rigid CharaQter, 
who hated her Courſe of Life, and who were glad at 
other times to ſee Vice corrected, yet now conſidering 
that the Protector puniſh'd her more out ef Hatred to her 
Perſon, than Offence at her Sin, turn'd Severity into Com- 
paſſion, and were ſorry that She was fingled out to be made 
the Example, 

FROM this Period of her Life, we are to call the 
once-admired, flouriſhing, and almoſt Royal Mrs. Shore, a 
mean, contemptible, and helpleſs Woman. She was now 
thrown down from the Palace to the Priſon; reduced 
from the higheſt Seat of her Honour to a low State of 
Infamy and Reproach, She had forfeited all Intereſt in 
her Husband; and Death depriv'd her of her potent Lo- 
vers: She was ſpoil'd of her Goods, and bereav'd of her 
Friends: Her Father and Mother were kill'd with Grief - 
the reſt of her Relations loſt All they had, by the Vio- 
lence of the Protector; who pretended they got it from the 
Crown, by her Intereſt with the King, Tradition goes 
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further yet with her Misfortunes, and carries them to ; 
Height moſt terrible, and horrid even to mention; that 
the. Tyrant Richard put out a Proclamation, commanding 
all People upon Pain of Death and Confiſcation of Goods, 
not to harbour her in their Houſes, or relieve her with 
Food or Rayment. And to confirm this, it is reported, 
that a Baker in the City was hang'd for throwing out a 
Penny-Loaf to her, as ſhe went by his Door; tho it was 
dut Gratitude in him to her, for ſaving his Life when he 
ſhould have been hang'd for a Riot in the late King's 
Reign, So that ſhe was forced to wander up and down, 
gathering any Traſh ſhe could find in the Fields and Streets 
for her Suſtenance. But theſe are meer fictitious Circum- 
ſtances, embraced by the Vulgar ; and like That other, 
which I ſhall anon ſlightly remember, of her dying in 
Shore-ditch. It may be poſſible, the wretched Fate of a 
ing Vagrant attended her to the End of her Days; 
and her diſmal Fortune never clear'd up, or once more 
{mil'd upon her. ” VE 
THE Tyranny of her chief Perſecutor was but of 
Two Years Continuance. If ever her Condition had chang'd 
again for the better, the moſt promiſing juncture was, 
when her irreconcileable Enemy Richard the Third was 
lain at the Battle of Boſworth, and his Uſurpation ſucceed- 
ed by the milder Government of Henry the Seventh. | 
- BUT, unhappily for our poor diſeonſolate Mourner, this 
Henry married the Daughter, and by Conſequence took in- 
to Favour the Queen, of King Edward the Fourth, to 
whom this wretched Creature was juſtly odious, for the 
Wrongs ſhe had done her in her Husband's Bed and Af- 
fections. | | 
ONE might juſtly have expected, that a Woman, who, 
in the Days of her great Proſperity and Power with her 
Prince, had done ſo many good Offices in the World, as 
we before obſerv d, and raiſed ſo many Men to Riches and 
Honours, ſhould have found one Friend at leaſt endu d 
with ſo much Gratitude, as to reſcue her from the laſt 
VVV Extremes 
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Extremes of Poverty and Want, But every one of them, 
(as if they had combin'd together fo to do) ſhut their Doors 
againſt her, and ſhew'd her no manner of Compaſſion, 
ONE Piece of notorious Ingratitude is told us; (but 
with what Authority, I cannot aſſert) of her old Friend 
and Confident Mrs. Blague. Upon the firſt Notice of the 
Death of the Lord Haſtings, and the Storm that hung over 
her own Head upon his Account, Mrs. Shore preſum'd, 
the Houſe of One, whom ſhe had oblig'd in Every thing, 
would be a ſafe Harbour for ſuch Goods as ſhe could con- 
ceal there. With Her therefore ſhe depoſited her Jewels 
and richeſt things, upon Promiſe that they ſhould be fafely 


reſtored again whenever ſhe demanded them. But when 


her Neceſſities compell'd her to ſeek after them, tis ſaid, 
this faithleſs Woman denied every thing, and thruſt her 
out of her Houſe with threatning and reproachful Language. 

THUS to fall from the fulleſt Affluence of Riches and 
Pleaſures, to the moſt abject State of Indigence and Beg» 
gary, to be turn'd our of a Royal Palace, where ſhe had 
the Command of all Things, into the Streets and Fields, 
to be a Companion of the meanneſt Vagabonds; to be not 
only proſecuted by mortal Enemies, but frown'd upon 
and deſerted by ungrateful Friends, and ſcorn'd by all her 
Acquaintance, who once thought it an Honour to wait on 
her, and eſteem'd her Smiles a Beſſing; theſe things muſt make 
dreadful Wounds in the Heart of a delicate and render Lady. 

IT is the Work of the Divine, and not of the Hifto= 
rian, to draw ſevere Inferences of Vengeance, and Hea- 
venly Diſpenſations, from the Calamities which attend us 
in this mortal Warfare. To view her in ſuch a Point of 
Light, would be to make all her Misfortunes, Whips in 
the Hand of Providence for the Miſcarriages of her paſt 
Life: Then juſt and equitable it appears to Us, that ſhe. 
ſhould. feel the Smart of thoſe Neceſſities and Hardſhips 
into which ſhe had firſt driven her own . Husband ; that 


the Melancholy and Sorrows which ſhe created a 


Queen, ſhould return upon herſelf at laſt, and overwhelm 
K her 
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her own Soul; that ſince ſhe had abuſed her rich Attire, 
her ſoft and clear Skin, and her pleaſant Wit to ſuch x 
wicked End, ſhe ſhould be reduced to Rags, turn d into a hag- 
ped unlovely Creature, and not be able with all her Eloquence 
to prevail with any Body to give her a Piece of Bread, 
BU x leaving ſuch. Reflections to the Pulpit, I ſhall 
rather cloſe her Miſeries with Pity, than a galling Cen- 
ſure. It was hard enough upon her, that her calamitous 
Days made up the greater Share of her Life. Where, and 
in what Manner, ſhe ended her wretched Life, is uncertain, | 

The receiv'd Opinion is that ſhe was found dead in Shore- 
itch, in the Suburbs of London; but that the Place took 
its Name from her, is a vulgar Miſtake: it having been 
Jo call'd from the Sordiches, Lords thereof ; of which Fa- 
mily Sir John Sordich flouriſh'd, long before her Time, in 
the Reign of King Edward the Third. But the ſame no- 
table Inventors, who fram'd a Proclamation prohibiting 
Her Food and Shelter, conſequently ſuppoſed ſhe might be 
ſtarv'd, and die in a Ditch, which ought to carry the Re- 
membrance of that Accident in its future Name. 

WE have the Teſtimony of a very excellent Writer, 
Sir Thomas More, that ſhe was till living in the eighteenth 
Year of King Henry the Eighth, old, lean, wither'd, and 
dry'd up; nothing left, but rivel'd Skin and hard Bone. This 
grave Hiſtorian, after having been particular in her Cha- 
racter, doubts, ſome may think Her too ſlight a Thing to 
be written of, and ſet among the Remembrances of great 
Matters: * Becauſe, happily, ſays He, They ſhall eſteem 
« her only by That they now ſee her: but, me ſeemeth, 
« tie Chaunce ſo much the more worthy to be remem- 
* bred, in how much ſhe is now in the more beggarly 
« Condition; unfriended, and worn out of Acquaintance, 
v after good Subſtance, after as great Favour with the 
* Prince, after as great Suit, and ſeeking to, with all 
& Thoſe that thoſe Days had Buſineſs to ſpeed, as many 
« other Men were in their Times, which be now famous 

«only by the Infamy of their ill Deeds. 4 
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THE 


ancient Gentleman of Toledo with his Wife, 
Ja little Son, a Daughter ſeventeen Years old, 


7 


and a Maid. Servant, were coming back 
from taking their Diverſion by the Side of 
the River. The Night was clear, the Hour 
eleven, and the Path ſolitary, and they walk'd lowly in 
order not to loſe by Wearineſs the Pleaſures, which the 
River and the Meadows about it afforded, The good old 
Man and his little Family came along, with all the Security 
which the ſtrict Government, and civil Manners of the 
Inhabitants of the City cou'd encourage, not dreaming in 
the leaſt of meeting with any Diſaſter. But as moſt Miſ- 
fortunes happen when they are leaſt foreſcen, contrary to 
their Expectation they were ſarpriz'd with one which 
marr'd all their Mirth, and gave them Cauſe to lament for 
ſeveral Years. | ee 

THERE was a young Gentleman of the ſame City, 
about two and twenty Years of Age, whom Riches, high 
Birth, a lewd Inclination, riotous Liberty, and wild Com- 
Panions tranſported into Irregularities, which were a _—_ 

| mn d 
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Al to his Quality, N e pen bin the Lender of 
Diſſolute and Impudent. This Cavalier, whoſe Name 1 
ſhall for good Reaſanis''concedl, and change to that of Ro. 
dolfo, with four of bis mad Acquaintance, all young, ſprite. . 
ly and inſolent, were-codming down the fame Hil), the 
old Gentleman and his Train were walking up. The two 
Companies met, that of the Sheep and the Wolves; and 
Rodolfo and his Comrades covering their own Faces, with 
an audacious Rudeneſs unveil'd thoſe of the Mother, the 
Daughter and their Maid. The old Gentleman was alarm d, 
and reprimanded them ſeverely for their Boldneſs; they 
anſwer'd him only with Jears and Scorn, and witheut of- 
fering any farther Affront, paſsd on. But the Beauty of 
the Face Rodolfo had ſeen, which was Leocadia's, the Gen- 
tleman's Daughter, ran ſo in his Mind, that it fir'd his 
Heart, and awaken'd in him a Defire to enjoy her, at the 
Expence of any Inconveniences which might attend it, 
He open d his Defiga immediately to his Aſſociates ; who 
readily determin'd to go back, and carry her off, to pleaſe 
Rodolfo; for the Rich never want thoſe who will patronize 
their Vices and ſupport them in all their Outrages. Thus 
the forming this vile Intention, the communicating it, the 
approving it, the reſolving to effect it, and the actual Exe- 
cution of it, was all diſpatch'd in a Moment. They ty'd 
their Handkerchiefs over their Faces, and drawing their 
Swords, march'd back, and ſoon fell in with the unhappy 
Family, who had juſt been giving Thanks to Heaven for de- 
livering them from the Hands of this boiſterous Crew, Ro- 
dolfo faſten d on Leocadia, who had not Strength enough to 
reſiſt him, and ſeizing her in his Arms, fled as faſt as he 
cou'd ; the Fright depriv'd her of her Voĩce, and loſing her 
Sight and her Senſes in the Swoon, ſhe neither perceiv'd 
who carry'd her away, nor whither they hurry'd her. Her 
Father cry'd out. her Mother ſhriek'd, her little Bro- 
ther ſcream'd, and the Maid howl'd and ſtamp'd and tore 
her Hair ; but their Exclamations were not heard, their 
Roaring was in vain, their fad Laments. were not — 
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and their Raging did no Service. The Solitarineſs of the 
Place, and the deep Silence of the Night, favour'd the 
Action, and the brutal Cruelty of the Raviſher was deaf 
to Pity. In a Word, the laſt went away rejoycing, 
while the other ſtay'd behind full of Sorrow, Ro» 
dolfo axriv'd at his Houſe without any Impediment, 
and Leocadia's Parents return d to theirs griev'd and af- 
flicted, and overwhelm'd with Deſpair; they were now 
become blind and ſolitary, having loſt the fair Eyes of 
their beauteous Daughter, which were the Light of theirs; 
and wanting her Delightful Company. In their Confuſi- 
on they were unable to reſolve what Method to purſue; if 
they gave Information of their Dilgrace to the Magiſtrates, 
they were afraid they might thereby raſhly make them- 
ſelves the principal Inſtrument of publiſhing their own 
Diſhonour. Beſides, they had little or no Intereſt, as be- 
ing poor, tho' nobly deſcended; and knew not of whom 
to complain, unleſs of their own ill Fortune. 

RO DOLL Fo in the mean while had the Cunning to 
carry Leocadia directly home to his own Apartment; and 
tho' ſhe continu'd in a Swoon all the Way, he cautiouſly 
bound a Handkerchief over her Eyes, that ſhe might not 
ſee the Streets thro' which they paſs d, nor the Houſe nor 
the Room into which he brought her; he introduced her 
thither unperceiv'd þy any one, becauſe bis Father, who 
was yet living, allow'd him a Separate Apartment, and he 
had the Keys of all that Quarter of the Houſe, A great 
Inadvertency this in Parents, to truſt their Children to live 
in private by themſelves, and without Obſervation, 

BEFORE Leocadia recover'd from her Fainting, Ro- 
dolfo had accompliſh'd his vile Deſire; the impure Trane 
ſports of Youth ſeldom or never regarding Seaſons or 
Circumſtances, but burrying them on without Reſtraint. 
The Light of his Underſtanding being extinguiſh'd, he 
robb'd Leacadia in the Dark of the beſt Jewel ſhe had; and 
as the criminal Appetites of Senſe generally ſubſide as ſoon 
as they are gratify'd, Rodolfo preſently reſolv'd to rid 2 


| 
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ſelf of poor Leocadia, and turn her into the Street as ſhg 
was in a Swoon. But juſt as he was going to do it, he 
perceiv'd ſhe was come to herſelf, and began to ſpeak; 


is this? What Shades ſurround me? Heaven help me! 
Who touches me! Am I in a Bed? Am I diſhonour d: 
a Doſt thou hear me, my dear Mother? My worthy Father, 
are you within my Call? Ah what a Condition am I in, 
ſince it is plain my Parents hear me not, and my Enemies 
have me in their Arms! Happy ſhou'd I be if this Dark- 
neſs wou'd always continue, and my Eyes were never to 
view the Light of the Day again! What Place am J in? 
whatever it is, I wiſh it may hide me for ever, ſince Diſho- 
nour which is conceal'd, is better than Honour which de- 
pends on the Opinion of the Vulgar. Ah! I now recall 
to Memory, what I could not recolle& before, that a little 
While ago I was in my Parents Company, and was afſault- 
ed; and I ſee and am convinced it is beſt for me never to 
appear in the World again. O thou, whoever thou art, 
that art here with me, (and at this ſhe graſp'd Rodolfo 


treaties, I beſeech thee, that ſince thou haſt triumph'd 
over my Reputation, thou wilt alſo triumph over my Lite; 
take it this Moment, for I ought not to prolong it, ſince 
I have loſt my Honour. Think that the horrid Cruelty 
thou haſt committed in injuring me, will be ſoften'd by 
the Mercy thou wilt ſhew in killing me; and thou wilt 

thereby be compaſſionate as well as ſevere. | 
LEOCADIA's Words confounded Rodolfo, who be- 
ing a giddy-brain'd young Man of little Experience, knew 
not what to ſay or do; his Silence ſurpriz'd Leocadia the 
more ; ſhe ſtretch'd out her Hand to touch him, to fatisfy 
herſelf, whether it was a Phantom that was with her, or 
a real Perſon; But when ſhe felt a living Body, and re- 
member'd the Force which had been offer'd her, as ſhe 
was walking with her Parents, ſhe clearly apprehended 
her Diſgrace, At this Thought ſhe began to purſue her 
Ex- 


_ Where am I, unhappy Wretch ? cry:d ſhe; what Darkneg: 


Hands) if thou haſt a Mind which can be mov'd with In- 


The Prevalence of BLOOD. 209 


Expoſtulations, which her many Sighs and Sobbings had 


interrupted. 
AUDACIOUS Youth, faid ſhe, for thy Actions 


teach me te judge thou art far from being in Years, I for- 
ive thee the Injury thou haſt done me, if thou wilt only 


promiſe me, and ſwear, that as thou haſt conceal'd it in 
this Darkneſs, thou wilt ſupprefs it in perpetual Silence, 
and never mention it to any, It is a ſmall Recompence 
Lask, for ſo great a Wrong; but to me, it is the greateſt 
I can defire, or thou canſt grant, Conſider I have never 
ſeen thy Face, nor wiſh to ſee it; for tho! I muſt remem- 


ber my Inſult, I wou'd not remember my Inſulter, nor 


fix the Image of the wicked Author of my Ruine in my 


Mind, Heaven and myſelf alone ſhall hear my Complaints, 


while I ſtifle them from the World, which judges not 
of Things by their Merit, but according to its own pre- 
judiced Opinion, I know not how I happen to repeat ſuch 
Truths as theſe, which are generally the Effect of much 
Experience, and the Obſervations of many Years, whereas 
mine ſcarcely make Seventeen ; yet this I know, that Grief 
both tyes and looſens the Tongue of the Afflicted; ſome- 
times aggravating the Sufferings, in order to gain a Belief 
of them; at other times being quite mute, becauſe there is 
no Remedy in View. Yet whether I am filent or ſpeak, 
I cannot fail ſurely of being both believ'd and help'd by 
you; for not to believe me, you muſt be ignorant of what 
has happen'd, and not to aſſiſt me, muſt render yourſelf 
miſerable ; and I am unwilling to deſpair of Relief from 
you, becauſe it will coſt you little to give it: What I 
mean is this; imagine not with yourſelf, that Length of 
Time will abate the juſt Reſentment which is kindled in 
my Soul againſt you; nor attempt to repeat the Injury 


on me, for you ſhall not renew your Joys again; and the 


having once accompliſh'd your unchaſte Deſire, ought to 
extinguiſh it for ever: Suppoſe with yourſelf, if you pleaſe, 
that you have abus'd me by Accident, but preſume not to 
plead in Excuſe of it; and I will ſuppoſe, either that I 

Was 


— —— 
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was not born, or thar I am born only to be Unhappy. 
Put me out into the Street immediately, and conduct me 
near the great Church, from whence I ſhall eaſily know 
the Way tomy own Houſe. But ſwear, I charge thee; 
not to follow me, nor to find out where I live; nor en- 
quire after my Parents Name, or mine, or that of my 
Relations, who are ſo rich and noble that they ought not 
to be involv'd in my Misfortunes. Anſwer me to this; 
and if thou art afraid I ſhall know thee by thy Voice, ! 
_ aſſure thee, that excepting my Father and my Confeſſor, 
I never talk'd with a Man in my whole Life, and have too 
ſeldom heard any ſpeak in common Diſcourſe to be able 
to diſtinguiſh them by their Voices, 

ALL the Reply Rodolfo made to this prudent and mov. 
ing Reaſoning of Leocadia, was to embrace her, and give plain 
Tokens that he was willing to multiply his Crime, and her 
Diſhonour ; at which, with greater Strength and Courage 
than her tender Age ſeem d to promiſe, ſhe defended her- 
ſelf with her Feet, her Hands, and Teeth, and Tongue: 
Know, Traytor, infamous Wretch, ſaid ſhe, whoever thou 
art, that the baſe Victory thou haſt won from me, is no 
other than what thou mighteſt have had over an inanimate 
Stock or Stone, and redounds to thy Infamy and Shame, 
Thou ſhalt not compaſs thy Attempt again, but by my 
Death. Thou haſt diſhonour'd and undone me, while! 
was in a Swoon ; but now I am my ſelf, thou ſhalt ſooner 
kill, than, conquer me; for ſhou'd I quietly ſubmit to thy 
Wickedneſs while I am in my Senſes, thou may'ſt imagine 
my late Trance, when thou hadſt the lewd Inſolence to 
blemiſh me, was only feign'd. 

IN a Word, Leocadia made ſuch a brave and reſolute Re 
ſiſtance, that Rodolfos Strength and Deſires began to flag 
and as the Rudeneſs he had offer d her aroſe from no other 
Principle than a laſcivious Impulſe, which never produces 
true and permanent Love, but quickly vaniſhes and is ſuc- 


Y cdeeded by inward Repentance, and ſome faint Inclination 


to purſue it; Rodolfo being thus rebuff d and weary'd, wy 
4 4 
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eut faying a Word, left Leocadia in bis Chamber, and 
locking the Door, ran to find out his Comrades, in order 
to conſult with them what to do. Leocadia perceiv'd ſhe 
was lock'd in alone, and getting out of Bed, walk'd round 
the Room, groping about upon the Walls with her Hands, 
to find the Door, or a Window out of which to make her 
Eſcape. At laſt ſhe found the Door, which was faſten'd, 
and after that a Window); and having with ſome Diffi- 
culty open d the Shutters, the Moon ſhone in ſo brightly, 
that ſhe cou'd diſtinguiſh the Colour of ſeveral curious 
Hangings which adorn'd the Chamber. The Bed ſhe per- 
ceiy d was gilded, and fo richly made, that it ſeem'd rather 
that of a Prince, than of a private Gentleman. She counted 
the Stools and the Scrutores, and remark'd where-about 
the Door was placed; and tho' ſhe ſaw ſeveral Pictures 
banging on the Wall, ſhe cou'd not diſcern what they 
were, The Window was large and handſome, and ſe- 
cur'd with a thick Iron Grate; it look'd into a Garden, 
which was alſo ſurrounded with a high Wall, all which 
diſappointed her Deſign of getting down into the Street, 
By what ſhe diſcover d of the Spaciouſneſs and noble Fur- 
niture of the Room, ſhe apprehended that the Maſter of 
it muſt be ſome conſiderable Perſon, and very Rich, and 
upon a Scrutore by the Window ſhe had the good Fortung 
to py a ſmall Crucifix of ſolid Silver; ſhe reach'd it down, 
and put it into the Sleeve of her Gown, neither out of 
Devotion nor Theft, but out of a very prudent and well-laid 
Intention, Having done this, ſhe ſhut up the Window, 
35 it was before, and return'd to Bed, expecting what 
wou'd be the End of ſo ſtrange and unhappy a Begin- 
ning. | 

IN lefs than half an Hour, as ſhe imagin'd, ſhe per- 
ceiy d ſome Body open'd the Chamber-Door, and comin 
up to her, without ſaying a Word, drew a Handkerchie 
oyer her Eyes, and taking her by the Arm, led her out of 


the Room, and lock'd the Door after them. It was Ra- 
Gifo, who had been to ſeek his Comrades, to lay his Caſe 


before 
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before them, but chang'd his Mind by the way, refleQing 
that it was very wrong to call in Witneſſes of what had 
paſs'd that Night between himſelf and he Lady, and thy 
It wou'd make a much better Scory to tell them, that re. 
peniing of his Crime, and mov'd by her Tears, he had fe. 
leas'd her in the Middle of the Road. Accordingly he 
poſted back in all Haſte to carry Leocadia out to the greit 
Church, as ſhe had deſir'd, before Break of Day, leſt the 
Light ſhou'd prevent it, and oblige him to keep her in 
bis Lodging another Night, which he did not deſire ; for 
as he had no Deſign to uſe any farther Force with he, 
he was unwilling to run the Hazard of being diſcover', 
He hurry'd her into the Street, and having conducted her to 
the Place call'd Ayuntamiento, told her with a feigu'd Voice, 
in half Portuguexe and half Caſtilian, that ſhe might go home 
ſecurely, for no Body ſhou'd follow her; and before ſhe 
cou'd unmuffle her Eyes, he had convey'd himſelf out of 
ſight. | 5 

| * 8 ſoon as ſhe was left alone, ſhe pull'd off the Hund. 
kerchief; ſhe knew the Place where ſhe was, and having 
look d round her every way, ſaw no Body, yet ſuſpecting 
ſome might follow her at a Diſtance, at every Step ſhe 
made a ſtand, and in this cautious Manner ftole on gent) 
towards her own Houſe, which was not far off; and to 
deceive any Spies, who might obſerve her, ſhe went into 
a Houſe, the Door of which ſtood open, and from thence 
| Privately cemov'd to her own, where ſhe found her Parents 
full of Grief, and fitting up in their Cloaths without the 
leaſt Thought of going to Bed, or taking Reſt. When 
they faw her they ran to her with open Arms, and re- 
cciv'd her with Tears in their Eyes. Leocadia, full of Con- 
fufion and Surprize, defir'd them to go aſide with her into 
a private Room, 'where in few Words ſhe related to them 
her Misfortune, with all the Circumſtances of it, adding 
that ſhe had not the leaſt Knowledge of this Invader and 
Robber of her Honour. She inform'd them of the Patt. 


culars ſhe had remark'd in the deteſted Theatre this 
| amen. 
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amentable Tragedy was ated; as the Window, the Gar- 
den, the Iron Grate, the Scrutores, the Bed and the Hang- 
ings, and laſtly ſhe ſhew'd them the Crucifix which ſhe 
had brought away. Before this Image they all renew'd 
their Tears, pour'd out earneſt Supplications for Relief, 
implor'd Vengeance, and beg'd Heaven to fend ſome mira- 
culous Chaſtiſements on the Guilty, She told them like- 
wiſe that tho' ſhe did not deſire to know her Injurer, yet 
if they thought it was beſt to diſcover him, they might 
do it by the Means of that Crucifix, by procuring the 


Clerks to publiſh in the Pulpits of every Pariſh in the City, 


that whoever had loſt ſuch an Image, might have it again. 
of ſuch a Prieſt, and that _— by this who was the 
Owner, they might find the Houſe and the Perſon of her 
Enemy. | 

T Hl S were right Advice, Daughter, anſwer'd her Fa- 
ther, if common Caution did not maliciouſly defeat thy 
ingenious Propoſal : For ſince it is plain, this Image may 
not be preſently miſs d out of the Chamber you mention, 
and that the Owner of it will take it for granted, the 
Perſon who was with him in his Lodgings took it away, 
when he underſtands it is left with ſuch a Prieſt, he will 
rather diſcover thereby who left it with him, than ſuffer 
us to detect who he is that loſt it; for perhaps ſome 
Body elſe may call for it, to whom the right Owner has 
deſcrib'd the Marks. In which caſe, we ſhou'd be con- 
founded rather than inform'd, even tho' we ſhou'd uſe the 
ſame Artifice as we ſuſpe&t may be employ'd againſt us, 
and deliver it to the Prieſt by a third Hand, All you can 
do, Child, is to lay it by, and wait for ſome Opportunity 
when it may be of Service; and conſider, that a Grain of 
publick Diſhonour is heavier than a Pound of ſecret Shame; 
and fince you may appear abroad without Blemiſh in the 


Eyes of Heaven, do not afflict yourſelf for having ſuffer'd 
Infamy in private. True Diſhonour conſiſts in Vice, and 


true Honour in Virtue; and it is by our Words, our In- 
tentions and Actions, that we anger Heaven ; and fince 
| thou 
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thou haſt offended by none of theſe, think thy {elf Qill un. 
ſpotted, for ſuch thou art to me, and I ſhall always lool 
on thee with the Fondneſs of an affectionate Father. 
WITH ſuch tender and perſuaſive Arguraents he com. 
forted the dejected Leocadia; and her Mother embracing 
her again, endeavour d alſo to make her eaſy, She fight, 
and melted into Tears afreſh ; and ſubmitting to her Con- 
dition, hid her Head, as they fay, living perfectly retird 
under the Protection of her Parents, and wearing very 
Plain tho' decent Cloaths, | 
RODOLFO in the mean time coming back to his 
Chamber, miſs'd the Crucifix, and readily imagined who 
had got it; he took no Notice of it, being too rich to 
regard the Loſs, nor did his Parents ask him about it; and 
three Days after, he deliver'd up every Thing in his Cham- 
ber to a Servant- Maid of his Mother by Tale, and et fer- 
ward on his intended Voyage to Italy : His Father, who 
had formerly been there himſelf, having preſs'd him to it, 
and told him they were not Gentlemen who were ſuch 
only in their own Country, and that he ought to ſhew 
himſelf to be one in foreign Parts. By theſe and other 
_ Reaſons Rodolfo was perſuaded to comply with his Father's 
Defire, who gave him Bills for confiderable Sums at Bar- 
celona, Genoa, Rome and Naples. He departed inſtantly 
with two of his old Companions, being wonderfully pleasd Bt in 
with the Account he heard by ſome Soldiers of the Plenty h 
of Inns there was in Italy and France, and of the Freedom By 
the Spaniards take there in their Quarters, His Imaginz th. 
tion was in Raptures at the reliſhing Sound of fine Chi- b. 
kens, Sir, lovely Pigeons, charming Sauſages, proclaim'd by th 
a jolly well-thriven Hoſt, and a Jong Roll of other delicious BF tr. 
Names of this Sort, which the Soldiers ran over, who ® 
repreſented to him very movingly the vaſt Difference there 65 
was between the fat Victualling Houſes in thoſe Countries, . 
and the ſtarving Inns of Spain. In ſhort, he began his Ex- ok 
pedition with a Heart full at Eaſe, and with no more Re- Bi te 
membrance of what had paſs'd between Leocadia and him- 
ſelf, than it no ſuch Affair had happen d. SHE, 


my 
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SHE, poor Lacy. in the mean time liv'd at home with 
ber Parents with all dc Privacy of a Recluſe, not ſufter- 
ing herſelf to be ſeen by any, leſt they ſhou'd read her 
Shame in her Face. In « t-v» Months, ſhe found herſelf 
under a Neceſſity of doing vin ſhe hi:herto had done out 
of Choice, of keeping retir'd, tor ſhe found herſelf with 
Child; this drew again thoſe Tears into her Eyes, which 
had in ſome Degree been ſuppreſs' d, and her Sighs and La- 
mentations began to break our anew, notwithſtanding all 
the Pains her tender Mother took to comfort her. 

TIME quickly roll'd away, aud the Hour arriv'd for 
her Delivery, which was manag'd with the utmoſt Secrecy; 
her Mother ſaupply'd the Place of a Midwife, and aſſiſted 
her to bring into the World as lovely a Boy as can be ima- 
gin d. With the fame Caution as it was born, they con- 
vey'd it to a little Village, where it was nurs'd four Years, 
at the End of which the Grandfather brought it into his 
own Houſe under the Quality of his Nephew, and gave 
it a virtuous, tho not a rich Education. The Child, who 
was nam'd Lewis, was very handſome, of a {ſweet Diſ- 
poſition, and an excellent Genius, and in all the Actions 
which cou'd proceed from ſo green an Ape he gave Proofs 


that he was begotten by ſome honourable Perſon; and his 
Mother's Parents were ſo enamour'd of his Beauty, his Parts 


and his Diſcretion, that they began to account rheir Daugh- 


ter's Misfortune a Happineſs, m having given 'them ſuch a 
Grandſon, When he walk'd along the Streets, he had a 


thouſand Bleſſings pour'd upon him by all Beholders; ſome 
bleſs d his Beauty, others the Mother who bore him; theſe 
the Father who begat him, and thoſe the Perſon who had 
train d him up ſo well. Amid theſe Applauſes of thoſe 
who knew him and thoſe who knew him not, he grew 
up to be ſeven Years old; at which Age he was able to read 


Latin and Spaniſh, and to write very neatly: For the good 


old People defign'd to make him wiſe and virtuous, tince 


they cou'd not make him rich; Wiſdom and Virtue being 
e woe 
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| thoſe Riches over which Robbers, and that which is c 
Fortune, have no Power. 

LT happen'd one Day, that the Boy going on an Fr. 
rand for his Grandmother to a Neice of hers, chanced t 
paſs thro' a Street where ſeveral Cavaliers were performing 
a Horſe-Race. He ſtop'd to look on, and as he was croſ- 
ſing to the other ſide of the Ring for the ſake of planting 
himſelf more commodiouſly, he was trampled down by 
one of the Horſes, the Rider not being able to hold him 
back in the Fury of the Career. The Horſe ran over him, 
and left him for dead on the Spot, the Blood iſſuing out 
from his Head in great Plenty. Juſt at this Inſtant, an 
antient Gentleman, who was beholding the Race, diſ. 
mounted very nimbly, and making up to the Child, ſnatchd 
him out of the Arms of them who held him, into his own, 
and without regarding his own grey Hairs, and his Autho- 
rity, which was very great, carry'd him home as faſt as 
he could walk, and bid his Servants run immediately for a 
Surgeon to dreſs him. Several Gentlemen follow'd him, 
extremely concern'd for the Misfortune of ſo lovely a Child, 
for the Word was preſently given out that little Zewy, the 
Nephew of ſuch a Gentleman, naming his Grandfather, 
was rid over by a Horſe. The Cry flew from Mouth to 
Mouth, till at laſt it reach'd the Ears of his Grand-Parents, 
and his diſconſolate Mother, Being convinced of the Truth 
of this melancholic Accident, they ran out of Doors like 
ſo many mad People to look after their Darling; and as 
the Gentleman who had taken him home was of the firſt 
Rank and generally known, almoſt every one they met di 
reed them to his Houſe, They came in juſt as the Boy 
was under the Surgeon's Hands: The Gentleman of the 
Houſe aud his Wife, ſuppoſing them to be the Parents, 


begg'd them not to make any Lamentations, becauſe it 


8 
wou'd affect and prejudice the Child. And the Surgeon, 


who was a celebrated Man, having dreſs'd him with en- 
traordinary Tenderneſs and:Skill, told them the Wound Was 


not ſo dangerous as he fear d at firſt, . 5 
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IN the midſt of the Operation, poor Lewy came to 
himſelf, having been till then in a Swoon. He was over- 
joy'd to ſee his Relations, who weeping ask d him, how 
be was? He anſwer d, Well, only his Body and his Head 
aked very much. The Surgeon enjoin'd them not to talk 
to him, but leave him to Reſt; they did fo, and the Grand- 
father began to thank the Maſter of the Houſe for the af- 
fectionate Care he had taken of his Nephew. The Gen- 
tleman reply d, he did not deſerve his Thanks; and aſſur d 
him, that when he ſaw the poor Boy, as he lay on the 


Ground, he imagin'd he ſaw the Face of his own dear 


Son; and this mov'd him to take the Child into his Arms, 
and bring him home, where he wou'd keep bim during 
the time of his Cure, and give him the beft Entertainment 
poſſible, His Wife alſo, who was of a noble Family, ſaid 
the ſame, and added Promiſes yet more kind, The others 
ſtood aſtoniſhed at ſo ſhining a Chriſtian Temper ; but the 
Mother was in the greateſt Surprize; for the encouraging 
Account the Surgeon gave her having compos'd the Diſ- 
order of her Spirits, ſhe look'd narrowly about the Room, 
and clearly perceiv'd, by various Tokens, it was that where 
her Honour was violated, and her Misfortune began; and 
tho' the Hangings which were then in it were remoy'd, 
ſhe knew the Figure of it, and ſaw the grated Window 
which open'd into the Garden; and becauſe it was ſhut to 


keep out the cold Air from the wounded Child, that ſhe | 
might be certain of the thing, ſhe ask d whether that Win- 


dow did not look out upon a Garden. They anſwer'd, 
Yes. But what ſhe remember d moſt diſtinctly was the 
Bed; and particularly the Scrutore, upon which the Cruci- 
fix ſtood which ſhe had taken away. In a Word, the 


Truth of her Suſpicions was put beyond all Doubt by the 


Stairs, which ſhe had counted when Rodolfo led her down 
blindfold out of the Chamber; and as ſhe went home, af- 


ter taking Leave of her Son, ſhe had the prudent Caution 
to tell them over again, and found the Number agreed ex- 


atly; and comparing one Sign with another, ſhe was 
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fully convinced that her Suppoſition was right, and related 
the whole to her Mother, who like a diſcreet Woman had 
_ .Inform'd herfelf whether the Gentleman, at whoſe Houſe 
her Grand- Child was, had a Son; and underſtood that ke 
who was call'd Rodolfo was he, that he was then in Ital, 
and reckoning up the Time they ſaid he had been out of 
Spain, ſhe found it was juſt ſeven Years, her little Grand- 
ſon's Age. She appriz'd her Husband of this, and they and 
their Daughter agreed to wait and ſee how Heaven wou' 
diſpoſe of the Child, who in fifteen Days was out of Dan- 
ger, and in ſo many more got upon his Legs again, 
ALL this while he was viſited by his Mother and Grand. 
mather, and the Gentleman of the Houſe and his Wife 
treated him as if he had been their own. As Donna Eſtefania, 
ſo was the Gentleman's Lady call'd, was talking once with 
| Leocadia, ſhe told her, the Child was ſo ſurprizingly like 
her Son in 7aly, that ſhe cou'd never look on him but ſhe 
thought ſhe had the other before her Eyes; upon which 
Leocadia took occaſion, as they were alone together, to 
- Impart to her ſome Circumſtances which her Parents had 
agreed it wou'd be proper for her to mention. Madam, faid 
he, the Day that my Parents heard their Nephew had receiv'd 
this Miſchance, they were in a ſtrange Conſternation, and 
Smagin'd Heaven was ſhut againſt them, and the World 
Fallen to Pieces about their Ears; they ſeem'd to have loſt 
the Light of their Eyes, and the Staff of their old Age in 
the Loſs of this Boy, whom they lov'd fo dearly, that in 
many Reſpects their Fondneſs exceeded that which other 
Fathers bear to their Children; but as *tis faid, hen God 
ſends the Wound, he ſends alſo the Cure; this Accident of 
their Nephew has drawn me to this Houſe, and J here fe- 
call to mind ſome Things which it is impoſſible I ſhoud 
forget while I lire. I am well born, Madam, for my 
\ _ Parents are fo, as were all my Anceſtors, who with a mo- 
derate Portion of the Goods of Fortune have preſery'd 
very flouriſhing Reputation where-ever they liv d. 
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DONNA ESTE FANIA was amaz d at what Leoca® 
{ia faid, and ſtood in Suſpence. She thought it incredible» 
tho ſhe ſaw it, there ſhou'd be ſo much Diſcretion in ſuch 


. early Years; for by all Appearance ſhe judg'd her to be 


ſcarely more than twenty; and therefore inſtead of mak- 
ing any Reply, ſhe waited for Leocadia's finiſhing her Story, 
who proceeded to inform her of Rodolfo's Inſolence, and 
her own Diſhonour, of his ſcizing her, and blinding her 
Eyes, and carrying her home to his own Apartment, and 
mention'd the Tokens by which ſhe knew the Chamber 
they were now in to be the ſame as ſhe ſuſpected, Ta 
confirm it, ſhe drew the Crucifix out of her Boſom : This, 
ſaid ſhe, is a Witneſs of the Violence I ſuffer'd from your 
Son. I took it from the Top of that Scrutore while he 
was out of the Room, in hopes it might one Day be of 


| Service to me, and have preſerv'd it ever fince, as a per- 


petual Memorial of my Misfortune. Let this juſtify what 
I have told you, Believe me, Madam, the Child to whom 
you have been ſo extremely kind is indeed your own Grand- 
ſon: Heaven permitted him to be hurt by the Horſe, that 
by his being brought into your Houſe, I might find here, 
a5 I hope I ſhall, what I ought to find, if not the Reme- 
dy which is moſt proper and adapted to my mournful Di- 
faſter, at leaſt the Means which will make it leſs ſevere. 
HAVING faid this, ſhe embraced the Crucifix, and 


fainted away in Donna Eſtefanias Arms; who being a Wo- 


man and well-born, in whom Compaſſion is commonly as 
natural as Cruelty is in a Man, join'd her Cheek to hers, 
and ſhed ſuch a Flood of Tears on her, that there was no 
need to ſprinkle Water on her Face to bring her to her 
Senſes, As they were both in this Condition, Donna Eſte- 
fania's Husband happen'd to enter the Room, leading little 
Lewis by the Hand; when he ſaw his Wife weeping, and 
Teocadia in a Swoon, he ſtarted, and begg'd to know the 
Occaſion; and the poor Child ran and embraced his Mo- 
ther, and the Lady his Grandmother, taking them to be 
only his Couſin and his Benefactreſs, and ask d them why 
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they cry'd? I have important Things to tell you, anſwerd 
Donna Eſtefania to her Husband, the Sum of which is this, 
you are to look on this poor Lady as your Daughter, and 
this Child as your Grandſon. What I ſay is Truth; I have 
heard it from the Mouth of this fair Creature, who haz 
ſupported it by evident Proofs, and the Features of the 
Child alſo confirm it, in which both of us have obſerv'd the 
perfect Image of our Rodolfo, Unleſs you explain this more 
at large, reply'd the Gentleman, I cannot underſtand you, 
Here Leocadia waken'd ; and embracing the Crucifix ſeem'4 
to be diffoly'd in Tears. This put the Gentleman in the 
utmoſt Confuſion, from which he was recover'd by his 
Wife's relating to him all that Leocadia had told her; and 
Heaven was pleas'd ſo to ordain it, that he believ'd it with- 
out Heſitation, as readily as if it had been atteſted by ſeve- 
ra] unexceptionable Witneſſes, He embraced Lrocadia, and 
chear'd her very tenderly, and kiſs'd his pretty Grandſon, 
and diſpatch'd a Courier the ſame Day to Naples, to require 
his Son to come home with all Speed, becauſe he had con- 
eluded a Marriage for him with a Woman of incompar;- 
ble Beauty, and the moſt proper for him in the World. 
They wou'd not ſuffer Leocadia nor her Son to go back 
to her Parents, who being tranſported with their Davgh- 
ter's unexpected good Fortune, return'd infinite Thanks for 
it to Heaven. 8 WF 

THE Courier arriv'd at Naples; and two Days after he 
receiv'd the Letter, Rodolfo, being impatient to poſſeſs ſo 
beautiful a Woman as his Father deſcrib'd to him, embraced 
the Opportunity of four Galleys juſt departing for Spain, 
and went on board with both his Companions, who had 
never forſaken him. They had ſuch a proſperous Paſſige, 
that in twelve Days he reach'd Barcelona, and in ſeven more 
' Toledo, and came home to his Father's ſo gay and gentee|, 
that the Perfection of Gallantry and Politeneſs ſeem'd uni- 
ted in him, and his Parents rejoiced at his ſafe Arrival. 

LEO CA DIA was in Suſpenſe, and view'd him from 

a private Corner, where ſhe cou'd not be ſen, in Compi. 
ance 
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ance with Donna Eſtefania's Directions. Rodvlfo's Compa - | 


nions wou'd have taken Leave and gone to their own 
Lodgings directly, but Efefania wou d not permit them, 
; becauſe ſhe wanted them for the Deſign ſhe had in hand, 
It was near Night when Rodolfo came in; and while Sup-. 
per was preparing, Eſtefania call'd his Companions aſide, 
not doubting but they were two of the three Leocadia 
fid were with him the Night be abus'd her, and begg'd 
them very earneſtly to tell her whether they remember d 
her Son's running away with a Woman one Evening, ſo 
many Years ago; becauſe it concern'd the Reputation and 
Eaſe of all his Relations to know the Truth of that Re- 
port, She defir'd it of them ſo preſſingly, and gave them 
ſuch Aſſurances that they ſhou'd receive no Damage by 
the Diſcovery, that they frankly acknowledg'd, themſelves 
and one more, as they were rambling abroad one Summer 
Night with Rodolfo, ſeiz d a young Woman, whom Ro- 
dolfo convey'd away, while they kept the Family in Play, 
who endeavour d to defend her with their Outcrys, and 
that Rodolfo told them the next Day, he had carry'd her 
bome to his Lodgings; and this was all the Information 


they cou'd give her concerning what ſhe ask d. 


THIS Confeſſion unravell'd all Doubts, and gave Light 
to the whole Affair; and Eſtefania now reſolv'd to execute 
the honourable Deſign ſhe had form'd. Accordingly vhile 
Supper was preparing, ſhe. retir'd into a Room with Ro- 
dolfo; and putting a Picture into his Hand, Son, faid ſhe, 


1 will give you a moſt delightful Entertainment to-night, 


by ſhewing you your excellent Spouſe; this is her Picture; 
but 1 muſt apprize you, that what ſhe wants in Beauty, 
is ſupply'd in Virtue; ſhe is Well-born, Prudent, and mo- 
derately Rich: And ſince ſhe is your Father's Choice, and 
mine, you may be certain, ſhe is the fitteſt Match you can 
have. Rodolfo view'd the Picture very wiſtly; Painters, 
aid he, are generally prodigal in beſtowing Beauty upon the 
Faces they draw; and I ſuppoſe the Charms of this Piece 
ue owing to their Bounty; and that the Original is home- 
| | L 3 | | 
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Jy enough. I confeſs, Madam, it is juſt and proper, that 
Children ſnhouù d pay Obedience to their Parents Commands; 
but it is alſo very convenient and much better, that Parents 
Mou'd allow thcir Children to embrace what Condition 
of Life'they like beſt; and fince Marriage is a Knot which 


If unty d only by Death, both Parties ſhou'd be entirely fi- 


eisfy'd in the'tying it. Virtue, Nobility, and the Goods 
of Fortune, are fine Qualifications in a Wife to pleaſe her 
Husband's Mind, but 1 am of Opinion it is impoſſible De- 
formity ſhou'd pleaſe his Eyes. I am a young Man, tis 
true; yet I know what 1 ſay, and that the Delight mar- 
ry'd People very lawfully take in one another, may con- 
ſiſt perfectly well with the holy Vows and Purpoles ot 
Matrimony; but if this mutual Complaiſance is wanting, 
the Marriage is maim'd, and fails in a principal Circum- 
ſtance. And to think a homely Face which a Man muſt 
have conſtantly before his Eyes, at Bed and at Board, can 
ive him Delight, I repeat it once again, is impoſſible. I 
beg you therefore, Madam, to provide me a Conſort, who 
may be a Joy to me, and not a Burden; that ſo we may 
both of us carry the Yoke comfortably, without flcuncing 
and ſtarting aſide oũt of the Road. If this Lady is no- 
ble, prudent, and rich, as you ſay ſhe is, ſhe cannot fail 
of a Husband, with whom ſhe may be much happier than 


with me. Some deſire Nobility, and ſome admire Diſ- 


cretion; thoſe are for Money, and others for Beauty; and 
J agree with the lafl. For as to Nobility, I thank Hea» 
ven, my Anceltors have left me that by Idheritance; and 
as for Diſcretion, provided a Woman indeed be not an ab- 
ſolute Changling, and an Ideot, if ſhe has good plain Senſe 


and Underſtanding, it is ſufficient; and there is no need of 


her being a Lady of bright Parts, and a Wit; Then as to 

iches, my Parents have provided for me ſo well, that I 
am in no great Danger of coming to Poverty. I give the 
Preference therefore to Beauty; and defire no other Dow- 


© » * 


ry with it, than Honeſty and a ſweet Bebavidur; and if 


my Wife brings me that Portion, 1 ſhall ſerve Heaven with 


Pleaſure, 
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Pleaſure, and prove a Bleſling to my Parents in their old 
Age. 2 


ſhe wou'd take Care he fhou'd marry as he deſir'd; and 
that ſhe wou'd have him under no Concern about it; for 


the Treaty with the Lady whoſe Picture ſhe ſhew'd him, 
might eaſily be diſſolv d. Rodolfo thank'd her; and Sup- 
r-time being come, they went into the common Room; 


and juſt as the Father, and Mother, Rodolfo, and his two 
Companions, were going to fit down to Table; Mercy on 


me, cry'd Donna Eſtefania, ſtarting as if ſhe had forgot 


herſelf, how finely I have us'd my Gueſt? Run and call 
the Lady Donna Leocadia, ſaid ſhe to one of the Servants, 
and beg her to make no Scruples of Modeſty, but to ho- 


nour us with her Company, for we have no body here but 
our own Family. 
DONNA Efefania had ingeniouſly invented this Con- 
trivance, and appriz'd Leocadia of it beforehand; who ſoon. 
made her Appearance, and preſented to them on a ſudden, 
the moſt, lovely Object, which artificial or natural Beauty. 


cou'd produce. She was clad in a Gown of black Velvet, 
(for it was Winter) diverſify'd with Buttons of Gold and 
Pearls; ſhe had a Diamond Girdle and Neck-lace; her Hair, 


which was long and bright, was finely form'd, and the 
Caul which adorn'd her. Head, and the Ribbands, and Curls, 


and the ſparkling Diamonds, ſprinkled up and down in the 
Trefles, dazled the Bebolders Eyes. | bt 
LEOCADIA was of an admirable Temper, and had 
a great deal of Wit and Spirit; ſhe led her little Son by the 
Hand, and before her walk'd two Maids, lighting her along 


with Wax-Candles in Silver Candleſticks. The whole Com- 
pany roſe to do her Reverence, as if ſhe had been ſome 


miraculous Appearance from Heaven, and gaz d on her with 


ſuch Amazement, that they had not Power to ſpeak to her. 


She ſaluted them all with a low Curt'ſy, and a graceful 


Air; and Donna Efefavia- taking her by the Hand, placed 
ranks: | L 4 | her 


RO DO LFO Mother lik d her Son's Diſcourſe well, 
a5 perceiving it favour d her own Deſign, She told him, 
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her next herſelf, directly facing Rodolfo, and the Child way 
ſeated by bis Grandfather. Rodolfo viewing the incompa- 
rable Beauty of Leocadia more cloſely; If the Lady my. 
Mother deligns me, faid he to himſelf, has' but half the 
Beauty of this, I ſhall be the happieſt Man upon Earth, 
Bleſs me! what do I ſee? Is it not ſome Angel I have be- 
fore me? Thus the enchanting Image of Leocadia enter. 
ing at his Eyes took Poſſeſſion of his Heart; and ſhe alſo 
ſeeing herſelf fo near him, whom ſhe lov'd more than her 
Life, now and then ſtole a languiſhing Look, and began 
to revolve in her Imagination what had paſs'd between her 
and Rodolfo; the Hopes his Mother had given her, of his 
becoming her Husband, began to vaniſh, and ſhe was a> 
fraid the Narrowneſs of her Fortune wou'd render Donna 
Eſtefania's Promiſes ineffectual. She reflected, ſhe was now 
on the Edge of being happy or unhappy for ever; the 
Thought of which made ſo deep an Impreſſion on her 
Mind, that her Heart was troubled, and ſhe began to ſweat, 
and change her Colour on a ſudden, and fainted away, 
and her Head ſunk down upon Donna Eſtefania, who was 
frighten'd at the Sight, and ſupported ber very tenderly 
in her Arms. The Company was all confounded, and 
riſing from Table, ran to help her. But he who appear'd 
to be moſt affected was Rodolfo, who in the Hurry of his 
Haſte to get to her, ſtumbled twice, and fell down. They 
unlaced her, and flung Water on her Face, without Effect; 
and the heaving of her Breaft, and the Weakneſs of her 
Pulſe, rather gave Tokens of approaching Death; at which 
the Men Servants, and Maids, having no Conſideration in 
them, ſet up their Voices, and baul'd out ſhe was dead, 
"THESE diſmal Tidings in a Moment reach'd the Ears 
of Leocadia's Parents, whom Donna Eſtefania had con- 
ceabd in another Apartment for a more welcome Oc- 
caſion. They cou'd no longer reſtrain themſelves accor- 
ding to her Injunction, but ruſh'd into the Room with 
the Curate of the Pariſh, who was alſo with them by her 


Appointment; The Curate! went up to. Leocadia, to ſee 


whether 
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whether ſhe gave any Signs of repenting of her Sin s 
that ſo he might abſolve her; and thinking to find only 
one Perſon 'in a Swoon, he found two; for Rodolfo lay 
in the ame Condition, ,with his Face upon Leocadia's 
Breaſt; his Mother allowing him that Freedom with 
her, ſince ſhe was to be his own. But when ſhe faw him 
in a Trance, ſhe had lik'd to have follow'd him, and wou'd 
certainly have fainted, if Rodolfo had not preſently recover'd. 
He was aſham'd they had ſeen him in ſuch a ſtrange E- 
motion; but his Mother imagining his Confuſion, Be not 
aſham'd, Son, faid ſhe, of this paſſionate Tranſport, but 
be alham'd of one which you ought to have avoided; 
when you underſtand ſomething which I will hide from 
you no longer, tho' I thought to have reſerv'd this Diſ- 
covery for a more joyful Occaſion, You muſt know, my 
dear Son, that the fair Creature, who is here in my Arms 
in a Swoon, is your true Wife, I call her the True, for 
ſhe is the Perſon thy Father and I have choſen for thee, 
and. the Picture I ſhew'd thee is a Fiction. 

WHEN Rodolfo heard this, he was in an Ecſtacy of 
Love; and the Name of Husband removing all thoſe Re- 
ſtraints which ariſe from Honeſty and Decorum, he laid 
his Face cloſe to Leocadia s, and joining his Mouth to hers, 
ſtood like one expecting to breathe out his Soul, and 
transfuſe it into hers, But when the Tears of the whole 
Company were increaſing, and their Laments grew louder 
thro' their Grief, and the Hair and Beard of Leocadia's Fa- 
ther and Mother were torn and made thin, and Rodolfo's 
Cries pierced the Heavens, Leocadia return'd to her Senſes, 
and with her return'd all that Joy and Gladneſs which her 


Danger had baniſh'd from the Breaſt of every one about 


her, Leocadia finding herſelf in Rodolfo's Arms, made a 
modeſt Struggle to break from them; No, Madam, ſaid 
he reſtraining her, this muſt not be; you muſt not en- 


deavour to force yourſelf out of his Arms, who ten- 
dern embraces you in his Soul. 8 
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THESE Words reſtor'd Lescadia perfectly; and Don 
na Eſtefanina proceeded to finiſh her former Reſolution, 
and delir'd the Curate immediately to perform the Rites 
of Marriage between her Son and Leocadia; which he did 
accordingly ; for as this happen'd in thoſe Times when 
the Eſpouſals depended only on the Will of the Parties, 
without that tedious Train of Impediments which are 
now in Uſe, the Ceremony ſuffer'd no Delay. 

I leave it to ſome abler Pen, and more curious Wit, to 
Expreſs the general Joy; the Embraces Leocadia's Parents 
gave Rodolfo; the Thanks they paid to Heaven; the mu- 
tual Vows of Friendſhip; and the Aſtoniſnment of Rodelfe's 
Companions, to ſee ſuch a glorious Wedding celebrated the 
yery Night of their Arival, and eſpecially when they under- 
ſtood by what Donna Eſtefania ſaid before them, that the 
Lady was the ſame that her Son had carry'd away former- 
ly in their Company; at which Rodolfo himſelf was equal- 
ly amaz'd; and to be fatisfy'd of the Truth, beg'd Leoca- 
dia to mention ſome Token which, might lead him into 
an abſolute Knowledge. of it, tho” indeed he cou'd not 
doubt it, ſince his Parents ſeem d to be fully convinc'd, 
When I came to myſelf, ſaid ſhe, out of a former Trance, 
I found myſelf in your Arms, but ſtrippd of my Honour, 
which at preſent think was well beſtowy d, fince upon 
my Recovery from my laſt Swooning I found myſelf again 
in your Arms, but with my Honour entirely reſtor d and 
ſafe. If this Token is not enough, ſet that of a Crucifix, 
which no Body could ſteal from you beſide myſelf, fuf- 
fice 3 if you miſs d it that Morning, and it is the ſame 
which the Lady Eſtefanis has now in her Keeping, you 
are my Lord and Life, and ſhall be ſo as many Years as 
Heaven ſhall vouchſafe to grant me. At this Rodolfo em- 
braced her again, the Benedictions were renew'd, and the 
Congratulations redoubled. - 

SUPPER now came in, and in came the Muſicians 
who had been ready ſummon'd for the Occaſion. Rodolfo 
ſawy himſelf reflected as in a Mirror in the Face =Y 


Al... oi... ac: mig ß IE WW WS =IS * P 1 A ² Lats. 0 


FS pa Oro an neaanatas, Bow ous. 3. 0 o Do. 


. AA ³˙¹¹1 rr... 1 = 


The Prevalence of B I. o o D. 227 


little Son; the Parents on each fide wept for Gladneſs, 
and there was not a Corner in the whole Houſe, but 
abounded with Jubily, and Exultation, Tho' Night flew 
on nimbly with her fable Wings, to Rodolfo ſhe ſeem'd 
to move a Cripple's Pace, ſo raptur'd was he with his 
lovely Spouſe, At laſt, the expected Hour arriv'd ; the 
Company broke up, and withdrew to Reſt, and the Houſe 
was quickly huſh'd in a profound Silence; but this extras 
ordinary Hiſtory will never be ſuppreſs'd in Silence ; 
ſo large and illuſtrious a Poſterity proceeded from this 
happy Pair, who liv'd in mutual Delight and Felicity 
many Years at Toledo, and ſaw their Children, and Chil- 
dren's Children ; all which was owing to the gracious 
Appointment of Heaven, and the PREVALENCE oF 
THAT BLOOD Which the worthy and generous Grand- 
2 * young Lewis ſaw ſpilt, by an Accident, on the 
round. 
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Lamentable Ruins of the miſerable Nicoſia, 
NS almoſt yet reeking with the Blood of your 
e valiant tho' unſucceſsful Defenders! if, as 
you are inanimate, you had a Senſe of the 
& Deſolation in which you lye, we might 

| " = mingle Complaints, and bewail our Condi- 
tion together, and lighten our Misfortune by being Compa- 
nions in ſuffering. Yet, alas! your demoliſh'd Towers may 
hope to be rebuilt ſome other Time, tho' not in ſo honou- 
rable a Cauſe as that in which they were levell'd; but I, 
Wretch that TI am, what Good can I expect under my 


preſent Malady, even tho I were reſtor d to my former 


State? My Diſtreſs is ſuch, that I was unhappy even in 
Liberty, and in Slavery I neither know nor hope for Comfort. 

THE S E mournful Expreſſions were utter'd by a 
Chriſtian Captive, who ſtood ſadly viewing, from a riſing 
Ground, the broken Walls of Nicoſia, lately conquer'd by 
the Turks, and thus directed his Speech to them, and com- 
par d his own cruel Lot with theirs, as if they had been 
capable of underſtanding his Words; ' ſo natural is it to 
Perſons in great Affliction, in the Tranſports of their own 
wild Imaginations, to ſay and do many things without 
Reaſon or ſober Thought, © IP 
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AT the Game Time ifſu'd out of a Pavillion, or one of 
the Tents, which were pitch'd up and down in the Field, 
a handſome young Turk of a very genteel Preſence ; and 


approaching the Chriſtian, I dare lay a Wager, Friend Ri- 


cardo, ſays he, your melancholic Reflections have drawn 
you hither. It is true, anſwer'd Ricardo; but what avail 
it? Since I can in no Place procure a Truce or Suſpenfion 
to them; and the Proſpect of theſe Ruins has rather 
made them more ſevere, The Ruins of Nicoſza you mean, 
reply'd the Turk. What Ruins do you think I mean, faid 
Ricardo, are there any others here in Sight ? Well may you 
weep, return d the Turk, if theſe Contemplations engage 
ou Mind, For who that two Years ago beheld this ce- 
ebrated and wealthy Iſland of Cyprus in its Tranquility, 
and the Inhabitants peaceably enjoying in it all that Human 
Felicity can Furniſh, and now ſees them either driven from 
it into Baniſnment, or held in Slavery in it, can refrain 
from deploring its bitter Change? But let us leave theſe 
Things, fince they 5 without Remedy, and proceed to 
your ow Sorrows. 75 you therefore, by what you 
owe to the bl I 
you owe to our being both of the ſame Country, and 
bred together in Infancy, to inform me of the Cauſe of 
your exceſſive Dejection? Tho' Captivity alone is ſuffici- 
ent to ſadden the moſt chearful and lively Spirit in the 
World, 1 imagine your Grief. ariſes from ſome deeper 
Spring: For generous. Minds, like yours, are not wont ſo 
far to bend under common Diſaſters, as to reſent them in 
an extraordinary Manner : That which makes me of this 
Opinion is, that I know you are not ſo poor, as not to 
be able to pay whatever is demanded for your Ranſom ; 
nor are you ſent to the Towers of the Black Sea, as a 
Captive of Importance, who obtains the Bleſſing of Li- 
berty very late, if ever. As your hard Fortune therefore 
has not depriv'd. you of the Hope. of ſeeing yourſelf free 
again, and notwithſtanding all this, I obſerve you. give 
ſuch inceſſant Demonſtrations of Affliction at your Mis- 
fortune, 


ave ſhewn for you, by what 


1 " "FR WY 


= Oo as 


= _ es Gui 


The LIBERAL Lover 237 
fortune, it is not ſtrange that I conclude your Trouble pro- 
ceeds from ſome other Motive than the Loſs of Liberty : 
1 beſeech you let me know the Occaſion, and I offer you 
all my Power and Intereſt to help you ; and perhaps For- 
tune in her capricious Revolutions has appointed me to 
wear this Habit, which I inwardly abhor, that I might 
be able to do you Service, 

YOU know, Ricardo, that my Maſter is Cady of this 
City ; (which is all one as to be its Biſhop): You know 
alſo the Power he has, and how much I have his Ear. 
At the fame time you are not ignorant of the impatient. 
Deſire I have, not to die in the Religion I ſeem to profeſs; 
and ſince more is not in my Power, I reſolve publickly 
to embrace the Chriſtian Faith, from which my few Years 
and leſs Underſtanding led me aſtray, even tho my Con- 
feſſion were to coſt me my Life; for to eſcape loſing that 
of my Soul I ſhou'd eſteem that of the Body well reſign d. 

FROM all I have faid, I wou'd have you make this 
juſt Concluſion, that my Friendſhip may be of ſome Ad- 
vantage to you ; and that, in order to my knowing what 
Remedy or Mitigation your Misfortune will admit, it is 
neceſſary that you relate it to me, as it is for a Man in 
Sickneſs to declare his Diſtemper to the Phyſician, and 1 
aſſure you I will keep what you diſcloſe inviolably ſecret. 

RICARDO liſtned very attentively to this Diſcourſe, 
and finding himſelf ſtrongly preſs'd by the Reaſons of his 
Friend and his Neceſſity, made Anſwer ; As your Obſer- 
vation concerning my Miſery, Friend Mahamnut, is right; 
if you cou'd alſo point me out the Remedy, I ſhou'd 1e- 
Joyce in having loſt my Liberty, and wou'd not change 
my Misfortune for the greateſt Proſperity imaginable. I 
know my Diſtreſs is ſuch, that every one may eaſily diſ- 
cover whence it proceeds, but there' is not a Man in the 
World, who will undertake to adminiſter ſome Relief to 
it, much leſs a Cure, To convince you of this, I will 
relate it to you as briefly as poſſible, But before I enter 
into the perplex'd Labyrinth of my Misfortunes, pray in- 

_ orm 
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form me why Azam Baſſa, my Maſter, has erected theſe 
Tents and Pavilions before his Entry into Nico/ia, whither 
he comes with the Quality of Viceroy, or Baſſa, as that 
Officer is ſtyld among the Turks, | L 

I will ſatisfy you in a few Words, anſwer'd Mahamut; 
you mult underſtand, it is a Cuſtom among the Turks, 
that he who is ſent Viceroy to a Province, never makes 
his Entry into the City, where his Predeceilor reſides, til 
the other comes out, and leaves the Town to him fice; 
and while the new Baſſa makes his Entry, the late Gover- 
nor remains encamp'd in the Fields, waiting for any Ac- 
cuſations to be preferr'd againſt him concerning his Con- 
duct in his Office, which overtake him in ſpite of Subor. 
nation or Fayour, unleſs he has prevented them beforchand 
by an inoffenſive Behaviour. His Succeſſor having taken 
Poſſeſſion, delivers to the former Baſſa a Roll of Parch- 
ment, folded up and ſeal'd, with which he preſents him- 
ſelf at the Gate of the Grand Signior's Palace, that is, at 
Court, before his“ Great Council: and this being read by 
the Vizier Baſſa, or the other four inferior Baſſa's, that is, 
by the Preſident of the Council Royal and the Judges, they 
either reward or puniſh him, according to the Report of 
his Adminiſtration ; if he is cenſur d, he buys off the Pe- 
naity with Money; and if he is acquitted, and has no 
Reward conferr'd on. him, which is generally the Caſe, 
with Gifts and Preſents he obtains any Poſt he chuſes, for 
Employments and Offices are never beſtow'd there for Me- 
rit, but Money; every thing is bought and fold, They 
who procure the Place peel thoſe who receive it, and 
theſe plunder in their Turn, and amaſs Wealth to purchaſc 
another Charge which promiſes greater Profit. Every 
Thing goes in this Channel; and the whole Empire of 
the Turks is manag'd by Violence and Oppreſſion, which 
is a Sign it cannot continue long; and to ſpeak my Thoughts, 
It is certainly ſupported only by the Sins of Chriſtendom, 


I The Divan. 
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——_ —_—__ - La- -a £m oi. 4 =o R VX wo A 5, mud 


V EP” CERES TT TT EOS OS. EEE — ˙lů COTE * Wr „ e m#& 


The LIBERAL Lover. 237 


ſuch, J mean, as fly directly in the Face of Heaven with 
a ſhameleſs Aſſurance, 

THIS is the Reaſon why Azam Paſſa, your Maſter, 
has lain here four Days in Tents; and if the Governor of 
Nicoſia has not come forth and reſign'd the City, as he 
ought, 1 it is owing to his having been indiſpos'd ; but as 
he is better now, he will remove To-day or To-morrow 
without fail : He is to lodge in one of the Tents which 
are pitch'd on this Hill, which you 'have not ſeen, and 
our Maſter will enter into the City immediately; ; and 
this is what I have to let you know concerning the Queſti- 
on you ask'd me. 

HE ARK E N then, ſaid Ricardo, tho' I am uncertain 
whether I ſhall be able to perform my Promiſe; yet I 
will endeavour ſummarily to unfold to you my Calamity, 
which is ſo great and dreadful, that no Relation can com- 
prize it fully; However 1 will do all I am able, and all 
that the Time will permit. | 

IN the firſt Place then I deſire to ask whether you did 
not know in our Town of Trapana, a young Lady, to 
whom Fame gave the Character of the lovelieſt Woman 
in all Sicily ; whom the moſt ingenious Tongues have ce- 
lebrated, and the greateſt Wits afficm'd to be the moſt 
perfect Beauty, which the paſt Age cou'd boaſt, the Pre- 
{ent poſſeſſes, or the Future will enjoy; whom the Poets 
deſcribe that her Hair is of Gold, her Eyes are two radiant 
Suns, her Cheeks purple Roſes, her Tecth Pearls, her Lips 
Rubies, and her Neck Alabaſter, and that the Parts with 
the Whole, and the Whole with the Parts make a mira- 
culous and delightful Harmony, and over the whole Frame 
are diffus'd ſuch delicate Colours, ſo natural and exquiſite, 
that Envy it ſelf cannot find in her a ſingle Thing to 
cenſure. Is it poſſible, Mahamut, that thou haſt not yet 
broke Silence, and told me who ſhe is, and what is her 
Name? Certainly, either thou doſt not hear me, or when 
thou waſt at Trepana thou waſt without thy Senſes, 
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IN Truth, anſwer'd Mahamur, if ſhe you have painted n 
with ſuch Miracles of Beauty, is not Leoniſa the Daughter 0 
of Rodolfo Florencio, I can't tell who ſhe is, It is ſhe, O Mi. 

. hamut, reply'd Ricardo, it is ſhe who is the principal Cauſe c 
of all my Happineſs, and of all my Miſery. It is tor her, t 
and not for my loſt Liberty, that my Eyes have pour'4 \ 
out innumerable Tears, and are yet ſtreaming ; for her | 
my Sighs rend the Air far and near, and my Words weary l 

Heaven to whom they are addreſs'd, and all that hear / 
them. It is ſhe for whom you have efteem'd me a Mad, 

man, or at leaſt one of little Value and leſs Spirit. This | 

Leoniſa, a Lyonneſs to me, and a gentle Dove to another, 
is ſhe who keeps me in this Condition : For from m 

tender Years, or ever ſince I arriv'd to the Uſe of Reaſon, : 

I not only lov'd her, but ador'd and ſerv'd her as aſſidu- 
ouſly, as if ſhe were the only Object of my Veneration 

and Care. Her Relations and Parents knew my Deligns, 
which were always open and confeſs d, as having an ho- | 

' neſt and virtuous End in View. I underſtood they ſpoke 

_ ſeveral times to Leoniſa, in order to diſpoſe her to receive 

me for her Husband. But ſhe, who had fix'd her Eyes 

on Cornelio the Son of Aſcanio Rotulo, whom you know Ml © 

very well, a gay young fluttering Spark, with Lilly- white | 

Hands, curl'd Hair, a charming Voice, and a pretty Fluency 
of Love-Sayings, and in a word, a glittering Thing com- 
Pos'd of Amber and Eſſences, and embeliſh'd with rich | 

Laces and Brocades ; ſhe, I ſay, who had fix'd her Eyes 

on this illuſtrious Object, wou'd not turn them on my 
Face, which was not ſo ſoft and languiſhing as Cornelios; 

at leaſt ſhe wou'd not reward my various and continu'd 

| Addreſſes, but requited my Affection with Diſdain and Ab- 

| horrence. Yet my Paſſton for her was ſo exceiſive, that 

I ſhou'd have thought myſelf bleſs d, if her Scorn and Af- 

- fronts had put an End to my Life, that I might not ſee the 

, manifeſt, tho' innocent Favours ſhe beſtowed on Cornelio. 

Being thus rejected and in Deſpair, and under the dreadful 
Rage of two oppoſite Paſſions, imagine what a Condition 
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my Mind. was in, thus combated with ſuch fatal Emoti- 
ons. 5 

LEONISA's Parents diſſembled the Favours ſhe grant- 
ed Cornelio, believing (as they had Reaſon to believe) that 
the young Gentleman, attracted by their Daughter's Charms, 
wou'd chuſe, her for his Wife, and they ſhou'd pain in 
him a richer Son in- law than I; and a richer they might; 
but they wou'd not have had one (I ſpeak it without 
Arrogance) of a better Family than myſelf, nor of more 
honourable Sentiments, nor more known Bravery and Va- 
lour. | 
IT happen'd that in the Progreſs of my Courtſhip I 
came to hear, that one Day in May, which is now one 
Year, three Days and five Hours ago, Leoniſa and her Pa- 
rents, and Cornelio, and ſome Friends, went to divert them- 
ſelves with all their Relations and Servants in Aſcanio's 
Garden, which lies near the Sea, in the Road to the Salt- 
Pits. I know the Place very well, laid Mahamut ; Pro- 
ceed, Ricardo, 

AS ſoon as I underſtood this, continu'd Ricardo, my 
Soul was ſeiz'd with ſuch a Fury, and fierce Hell of Jea- 


| louſy, that J was put beſide myſelf, as you will ſee, by 


what I preſently ated; I ran to the Garden where I was 
told they were, and found there a large Company taking 
their Pleaſure. And under a Walnut-Tree Cornelio and Le- 
oniſa ſitting, tho? at a ſmall Diſtance from the others; 
What Impreſſion my Appearance had on them I know 
not; for myſelf, I can fay, I was ſo ſtruck with theirs, 
that I loſt my Sight, and ſtood like a Statue without Voice 
or Motion ; but it was not long before Anger awaken'd 
Choler, and Choler fir'd the Blood in the Heart, the Blood 
kindled Rage, and Rage arm'd my Hands and Tongue. Tho 
my Hands were ty'd up by the Reſpect which I thought 
was owing to that fair Face I had ſo long admir'd, my 
Tongue broke Silence in theſe Words: Canſt thou enjoy 


ſo much Satis factſon, O thou mortal Enemy of my Re- 


poſe, in having before thy Eyes the Cauſe why mine are 
| " © _ always 
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_ always ſwimming in Tears? Go nearer to him, cruel Crez- 
ture, and twine thyſelf like Ivy about that ering Twip, 
which courts thy Embraces; ſet the Curls of thy _ 
Ganimede's Hair, who faintly woes thee. Reſign thyſelf 
wholly to the wanton Years of the Boy on whom thou 
art looking; that being depriv'd of the Hope of pleaſing 
thee, I may finiſh a Life which I lothe. Doſt thou think, 
proud and inconſiderate Beauty, that thou alone canſt 
diſpence with the Laws and Rights which are obſery'4 
in the World on theſe Occaſions? Doſt thou think, I fay, 
that this Boy, who is elevated by his. Riches, arrogant on 
account of his gay Appearance, unexperienc'd by reaſon 
of his Youth, and conceited of his Family, can love you 
worthily ? Alas, he knows not how to love with Con- 
ſtancy, nor eſteem ſo rich a Treaſure ; and wants the Un- 
derſtanding with which mature and practis'd Years abound, 
If thou haſt ſuch a Thought as this, abandon it, for it is 
the higheſt Commendation to be always conſiſtent with 
one's ſelf, and maintain our Actions of one Tenor; and 
no one is deceiv'd, but by, their own affected Ignorance. 
In Youth there is Inconſtancy, in Riches Pride, Vanity in 
Arrogance, in Prettineſs Diſdain; and in them who poſ: 
ſeſs all theſe, the Perfection of Folly, which is the Parent 
of all manner of Miſchief. 

As for thee, trim young Toy, who thinkeſt to beat 
away in Safety the Reward which is better due to my 
honourable Deſigns, than to thy idle and wanton Purſuit; 
Why doſt thou not riſe from the Bed of Flowers where 
thou art ſweetly repos'd, and bravely advance to take the 
Life of one who deteſts thee ſo heartily ? Not that I am 
offended at thy ſeeking this Beauty's Favour, but at thy 
not being able to ſet a juſt Value on the Felicity thy good 
Fortune ſends thee, For it is plain thou eſteem'ſt it very 
little, ſince thou art loth to exert thyſelf in its Defence, 
and art afraid to run the affrightful Hazard of diſcompo- 
* fing thy ſpruce Attire. If Achilles had been of thy meck 


and peaceful Conſtitution, Ulyſſes v with al his Graft might 
8 have 
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haye try d his Statagem in vain; tho' he had ſhewn brigh- 
ter Arms, and better- pointed Javelins. Hence, away, and 
ſport with thy Mother's Maids ; curl thy Hair, and beau- 
tify thy Hands, which are fitter to manage the Diſtaff, 
ks touch ſoft Silks, than to graſp the rugged Sword. 

NONE of theſe Reflections cou'd perſuade Cornelio to 
riſe; he continu'd fitting, and ſtar d on me in a ſtrange 
Amazement, and without Motion, The loud Voice with 
which I utter'd all this, drew toward us the Company 
who were in the Garden, who ſtood to hear the other 
Reproaches with which I purſu'd my pretty Rival; who 
taking Heart at their Preſence, all or moſt of them being his 
Relations, Servants or Acquaintance, made a Shew of Ri- 
fing ; but before he cou'd get up, I laid my Hand on my 
Sword, and attack'd him and all the others together. At 
the Sight of my drawn Sword Leoniſa fainted away, which 
augmented my Courage, and corag'd me the more. I. 
know not whether they who oppos'd me only meant to 
defend themſelves as againſt a furious Madman; or whe- 
ther it was my good Fortune and Conduct, or Heaven's 
Will, who deſign d to preſerve me for greater Evils ; but 
in the End I wounded ſeven or eight, as they fell firſt in 
my Way. Cornelio's Nimbleneſs did him eminent Service, 
for he ply'd his Feet fo ſwiftly, that he eſcap'd my Hands. 
As I was in ſuch manifeſt Danger, being ſurrounded by 
my Enemies, Who were provok d, and puſhing on for 
Revenge, Chance ſupplyd me with a Remedy, tho' I 
had better have reſign d my Life there on the Spot, than 
have had it reſtor'd by unexpected Means, that I might 
yo to Joſe it, a thouſand and a thouſand times in an 

our 

THERE happen'd to break into the Garden on a ſud⸗ 
den a Number of Tarte, belonging to two Pirate Galleys 


of Vlerta, Who landed in a ſmall Creek juſt by, without 


being perceiv'd by the Centinels in the Towers on the ” 


Strand, or diſcover d by the Officers of the Coaſt, When 


my Antagoniſts ſaw them, _ left me alone, and ran full 
Vor. II, Speed 
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Speed to Shelter; and of all that were in the Garden, the 
Turks were able to carry off no more than three Perſons, 
and Leoniſa, who. was ſtill in her Swoon ; as for me, they 
forced me along with four griſly Wounds, which I firſt 


repay'd on four Turks, whom I left ſtretch'd out breathleſs. 


on the Ground. The Tirks began this Aſſault with their 
uſual Fierceneſs, but nat very well liking their Succeſs, 
made haſte to embark ; and putting out to Sea, with Sails 
and Oars in a ſhort time they reach'd Fabiana. There 
they muſter'd their Crew, to ſee what Men were wanting; 
and finding thoſe who were killd were four Soldiers, 
whom they call Levantines, and who are the moſt ſervice- 
able Men they have in their Ships, they were for reveng- 
ing it on me. Accordingly the Maſter of the Captain- 
Ship commanded the Main-Yard to be drawn down, to 

- hang me on it. = 
LEONIS A, who was now recover'd, beheld the whole, 
and perceiving herſelf in the Power of the Pirates, ſhe 
ſhed a Flood of beautiful Tears,: and wringing her loyely 
Hands, ſtood ſpeechleſs, and liſtned to ſee whether ſhe cou'd 
underſtand what was ſaid by the Turks ; when one of the 
Chriſtians at the Oar told her in Italian, that the Maſter had 
given Orders to hang up that Chriſtian, pointing to me, 
"for having kill'd, in defending himſelf, four of the beſt 
Soldiers in the Galleys. Leoni/a underſtanding this, beg'd 
the Captive to deſire the Turks (this was the firſt time 
ſhe ſhew'd me any Pity) not to hang me; becauſe they 
wou'd Joſe a confiderable Ranſom. by it, and to perſuade 
them to return to Trepana, where I ſhau'd be redeem'd 

immediately. | 1 | 3 
THIS, I fay, was the firſt, and will be the laſt Kind- 
neſs Leoniſa ſhew'd me, and all for my greater Misfortune. 
The Turks hearing what the, Captive inform'd them, ſo- 
berly bethought themſelves, and quench'd their Choler 
The next Morning they hoiſted a Flag of Peace, and re 
turn'd to Trepana. I paſs d that Night with a Grief which, 
you may well imagine, was not ſe much occaſion d by 
wi 
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my Wounds, as by reflecting on the Danger my beautiful 
Enemy was in among thoſe Barbarians, _ 

WHEN they arriv'd at the City, one Veſſel went into 
the Port, and the other ſtaid without. The Haven was 
crouded in an Inſtant, and the whole City pour'd down 
to the Shore, Among the reſt, the delicate Cornelio ven- 
tur'd out to ſee what paſs'd in the Galley. My Steward 
preſently came on Board, to treat for my Ranſom ; I 
charg d him, by no means to ſollicite for my Liberty, but 
that of Leoniſa; and to purchaſe it at the Value of my 
whole Eſtate. I order'd him farther, to go on Shore, and 
deſire Leoniſa's Parents not to concern themſelves about 
their Daughter's Freedom, nor be in any Uneaſineſs on that 
% ” 

THIS being done, the principal Commander, who was 
a Grecian Renegade call'd uf, ask'd ſix thouſand Crowns 
for Leoniſa, and four thouſand for me, and declar'd he 
wou'd not releaſe one without the other. He demanded 
this extravagant Sum, as I was afterwards inform'd, be- 
cauſe he was in Love with Leoniſa, and therefore did not 
delign ſhe ſhou'd be redeem'd ; but reſolv'd to pay the Ma- 
ſter of the other Galley, with whom he was to divide the 


' Prizes equally, the four thouſand Crowns he requir'd for 


my Ranſom, and add to them a thouſand of his own, to 
make up five thouſand, and to keep Leoniſa to himſelf, 
as his Lot of the other five thouſand. | 

. LEONIS A's Parents offer d nothing, depending on 
the Promiſe my Steward had made them from me ; nor 


did Cornelio open his Lips in her Favour; and thus, after 


ſeveral Demands and Anſwers, my Steward agreed to pay 
five thouſand Crowns for Leoniſa, and for me three thous 
land. Yzuf accepted the Propoſal, being forced to it, by 


the Perſuaſions of his Crew, and the Clamours of all the 


Soldiers. But as my Steward had not ſo much Money in 
his Hands, he deſir d three Days Space to raiſe it, deſign- 
ing to ſell fo much of my Eſtate as wou'd compleat the 


Sum. N rejoyced at this, thinking to find ſome Handle 
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in that Time to break off the Bargain; and departing to 
the Iſland Fabiana, he told them that at the End of the 
three Days he wou d come back for the Money. 
BUT the Maliciouſneſs of Fortune, not being yet weay il. 
. of troubling me, ſo order d it, that a Centinel of the Twi, Ml * 
who was poſted in the higheſt Part of the Iſland, diſco. Ml | 
ver'd far off at Sea ſi x Italian Veſſels, and concluded (which Ml | 
was true) that they muſt either be a Squadron of Malta, 
or ſome Ships of Sicily, He came running to bring the ll | 
News, and in a Moment the Turks who were very buſy il | 
on Shore, ſome dreſſing their Victuals, and others waſh- Ml ! 
ing their Linnen, embark'd; and weighing Anchor with I 
incredible Celerity; they buckled to the Oar, and fpread il * 
their Sails to the Wind, and turning the Heads of their 
Veſſels toward Barbary, in leſs than two Hours they loſt t 
Sight of thoſe Ships; and being ſhelter'd by-the Iſland, It 
and conceal'd. by the Darkneſs of the Night, which pre- 
| ſently came on, they recover'd themſelves from the Fright, WM £ 
| 1 
b 
( 
{ 
t 


into which the Appearance of that Squadron had thrown 

| L leave it to you now, Friend Mahamut, to imagine 
| what was the Condition of my Mind in ſuch a Voyage, 
ſo contrary to what I expected; and eſpecially when the 
next Day, the two Gallies having made the South-ſide of 
the Iſland of Pantanalea, the Derks went on Shore to 
fetch Wood, and. freſh Victuals; and farther ſtil, when f 
the Commanders row'd to Land, and began to divide the i - © 
_ Prizes they had taken, every Action of which was to me 
A lingring Death. When they came to allot me and Lu- iſ \ 
viſa, Ruf gave Fetala, the Captain of the other Galley, 
ſeven Chiiſtians, four luſty Fellows for the Oar, two 
handſom Youths, Natives of Car/ica, and myſelf, that he 

might reſerve Leoniſa to his own Share. Fetala was con- 

tented. I was preſent at the whole, but cou'd underſtand 
nothing they ſaid, tho' I very well underſtood what they 


= were doing; for Fetala turning to me, Chriſtian, ſaid he 
| in 1:alian, thou art mine, and art valu'd to me at two 
5 thou © 
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ry her; which was true; for one of the Captives at the 
Oar told me of it, who was a Maſter of the Turki/; Lan- 
guage, and had heard RF and Ferala treating about it. 
I acquainted my Maſter then, that if he wou'd contrive 
to get the Chriſtian Woman into his Hands, I wou'd give 
him ten thouſand Crowns in pure Gold for her Ranſom 
alone, He anſwer'd it was impoſſible ; but he wou'd 
mention the great Sum I offer'd to Yzuf, who being 
tempted by his Intereſt, might perhaps change his Inten- 
tion, and ſuffer her to be redeem'd. Having done this, he 
order'd all his People on Board immediately, becauſe he was 
going to Tripols in Barbary, at which Place he was born. 
Yzuf at the ſame time reſoly'd to ſteer to Vſerta, and they 
both embark'd with the ſame Expedition, as when they 
diſcover Gallies which they fear, or Ships which they de- 
ſign to plunder, What put them into ſuch a Hurry was, that 
they thought the Weather was beginning to change, and 
gave Tokens of a Storm. 

LEONIS A was on Shore, but not where I cou'd 


. ſee her, unleſs at the Embar kation, when we both met 


on the Strand. She was handed along by her new Maſter, 
and newer Lover; and as ſhe ſtepp'd on the Plank which 
was laid from the Galley to the Shore, ſhe turn'd her Eyes 
to look on me ; and mine, which were eternally faſten'd 
on her, gaz d at her with ſuch Tenderneſs and Grief, that 
without knowing how, a Miſt came acroſs my Sight, and 
my other Senſes vaniſhing, J fell down entranced on the 
Ground. The fame, I was inform'd afterwards, befell Leo- 
n/a, who tumbled off from the Plank into the Sea, and 
Yzuf leap'd in after her, and brought her out in his Arms. 
I was told this by the People of my Maſter's Veſſel, who had 


carry dd me on board, without my perceiving it; but when 
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I came out of my Swoon, and faw myſelf alone in the 
Galley, and the other Galley failing a contrary Way, *cill it 


was quite out of Ken, bearing off in it half my Soul, or 


more truly ſpeaking, the whole, my Heart was  over- 
whelm'd a- new, I curs'd my Fortune again, and calld on 
Death aloud, and the Lamentation I made was ſo exceſ- 
five, that my Maſter being offended at it, threatned to 
comfort me with a ſturdy Cudgel, unleſs J held my Peace, 
At this I curb'd my Tears, and ſmother'd my Sighs, ho- 


ping the Violence this Conſtraint was to me wou'd force 


out a Paſſage for my Soul, which ſo earneſtly wiſh'd to 
break looſe from a miſerable Body; but Fortune, not being 
fatisfy'd with having caſt me into this Diſtreſs, reſolv'd to 


compleat my Miſery, and ſtrip me of all Hopes of Re- 


lief; for the Storm we fear'd ſprung up in an Inſtant, and 
the Wind, which blew a-head, at full South, became fo 
boiſterous, that we were forced to put the Helm a Lee, 
and let the Ship drive before the Blaſt. The Maſter de- 
ſign d to Veer. round, and throw himſelf under the North 
fide of the Iſland; but it happen'd quite contrary to his 
Purpoſe, for the Wind puſh'd us ſo furiouſly, that tho 
we had been two Days in getting hither, in little more 
than fourteen Hours we ſaw ourſelves within near three 
Leagues of the Iſland from whence we parted. We cou'd 
not avoid bearing down upon it, the Streſs of Weather 
was too great for us to chuſe at what Place to enter, and 
we were forced in among very high Rocks, which pre- 
ſented themſelves to our Eyes, and threaten'd us with in- 
. evirable Death. At a ſmall Diſtance we diſcover'd our Fel- 
low-Galley, in which Leoniſa was, and the Turks and the 
_ Captives tugging at the Oar with all their Might, to get 
to Land, and keep clear of the Rocks. Our Crew did 
the fame, but with better Luck, it ſeems, and more 
Strength than the others, who being ſpent with Labour, 
and overborne with the Stiffneſs of the Wind, and the 
Outrageouſneſs of the Tempeſt, laid down their Oars, and 
yielding to the Storm, ſuffer'd themſelves, within our View, 

; Rs to 
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to be driven on the Rocks, on which the Galley ſtruck 
ſo violently, that ſhe broke in Pieces at once. 

NIGHT came on, and fo great was the Cry of thoſe 
who were wreck'd, and the Confternation of thoſe who 
fear d to be ſo, that nothing the Maſter ſaid cou'd be un- 
derſtood or executed; we only minded not to quit aur 
Oars, thinking the beſt Remedy was to turn the Prow to 
the Wind, and throw out two Anchors, in order to delay 
certain Ruin for a-while, Tho' there was a general Fear 
of Death in the whole Company, it was quite otherwiſe 
with me. For ſooth'd with the flattering Hope of ſeeing 
ber in the other World, who was ſo lately departed from 
this, every Moment's Delay of the Galley's being ſunk, 
or bulg'd on the Rocks, was to me an Age of the moſt 
logring Death, The big-ſwola Waves roll'd over the 
Ship. I gaz'd about to ſee if I cou'd not diſcover the 
Body of the unhappy Leoniſa floating on the Billows. 

I will not wander from my firſt Deſign of acquainting 
you. with my, Misfortunes ia few Words; I ſhall wave 
therefore a particular Deſcription of the Frights and Fears, 
the Anguiſh and Sorrow I ſuffer d that long and bitter 
Night; it is ſufficient to ſay, they were ſuch and ſo great, 
that if Death had come at that Time, he wou'd have found 
very little left for him to do to deprive me of Life. 

WHEN the Day came, it was attended with Tokens 
of a greater Storm than the laſt; we found our Veſſel 
had made large Way, and got to a conſiderable Diſtance 
from the Rocks, and drew near a Point of the Iſland: At 
the fight of this, the Turks and Chriſtians buckled in to 
work with freſh Hope and Strength, and at fix Hours 
End we doubled the Point, and found the Sea more calm 
and gentle, infomuch that we ply'd our Oars, and being 
under Covert of the Iſland, the Turks took an Opportunity 
to leap a-ſhore, to look after Relicks of the Galley which 
was loſt on the Rocks the Night before; but Heaven did 
not think fit to grant me the diſmal Conſolation I great- 


| ly wiſh'd, to embrace the Body of Leoniſa, which tho? 
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breathleſs and mangled, I ſhou'd have rejoiced to ee, that 
in ſpite of the Impoſſibility my Stars impos'd on me, 1 
might once have had her in my Arms. I deſir d a Rene. 
gade therefore to get himſelf put a-ſhore, and ſearch for it 
on the Sands. But, as I faid, Heaven deny'd me every thing; 
for the fame Inſtant the Wind roſe again ſo tempeſtuous 
that the Shelter of the Iſland was of no Service. Fetals 
ſeeing this, wou'd not contend with Fortune, which thus 
follow'd her Blew, and therefore order'd the Foreſail to be 
laced to the Maſt, and to keep up little Sail, turning the 
Prow to the Tide, and the Poop to the Wind. He took 
the Rudder himſelf, and ſuffer'd the Ship to drive in the 


open Sea, being ſecure of meeting no Impediment in his 


Way; the Rowers ſeated themſelves regularly on their 
Benches, and not'a Perſon was to be ſeen on the Deck, 
except the Boatſwain, who for his greater Safety caus d 
himſelf to be bound faſt to his Seat. | 
THE Ship ſcudded away fo ſwiftly, that in three Days 
and three Nights, we loſt ſight of Trepana, Melazzo, and 
Palermo, and enter d the Faro of Meſſina, to the Surprize of 
all the Company on board, and of all who beheld us from 
the Shore. In a Word, not to be as tedious as the Storm 
itſelf was, in my Relation of it, being fatigu'd and tir'd 
with running ſo large a Courſe as it was to compaſs the 
whole Iſland of Sicily, we reach'd Tripoli in Barbary ; where 
my Maſter, having ſettled the Divifion of the Booty 
with his Levantines, and allotted them what Prizes they 
had made, and preſented a fifth Part. of his own to the 
King, according to Cuſtom, was attack d with a Pluriſy, 
which in three Days ſent him out of the World. His Ef- 
fects were immediately ſeiz'd by the King of Tripoli, and 
the Officer who reſides there from the great Turk, who, as 
you know, is Heir to every one who does not appoint 
him ſo by Will; theſe two laid Hands on all the Eſtate of 
Fetala my Maſter, and J fell to the Share of him who 
was then Vice-roy of Tripoli; but in fifteen Days after, he 
Teceiv'd a Commiſſion for the Vice-royſhip of Cyprus, and 
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brought me with him hicher. I have no Intention to ran- 
ſom myſelf, tho he has preſs'd me to it ſeveral times, and 
has told me I was a Man of Figure, as be heard by Fe- 
zala's Soldiers. But I always {lighted it, and anſwer'd, that 
they who inform'd him ſo, deceiv'd him. And indeed, Ma- 
hamut, if you wou'd have me ſpeak my real Thoughts, 
I will no more return to a Country, where it is impoſlible 
for me to meet with Comfort; and I wiſh that the ſor- 
rowful Remembrance of the Death of Leoniſa, which 
never leaves me, being added to the Wretchednels of a 
Captive, may make me reliſh Lite no longer, If it 1s true, 
that violent Griefs muſt come to an End, or end him who 
bears them, mine cannot fail to do it, for Þ intend to in- 
dulge them freely, that in a few Days they may finiſh a 


| miſerable Life, which I ſupport ſo unwillingly. | 


THIS, Brother Mahamut, is the fd Iſſue of my Ad 
ventures. This is the Cauſe of my Sighs and Tears, Leo- 
niſa is dead, and with her all my Hope; and tho? while 
ſhe was living it hung by a ſlender Hair, yet ---- yet ---- 
and at this Word his Tongue fauker' d and he cou'd not 
ſpeak, nor reſtrain his Tears, which guſh'd down his 
Cheeks in a Torrent; and Mahamut bore him Company. 
When this Tranſport, which was occaſion'd by his afflict- 
ing Story, was over, Mahamut endeavour' d to comfort Ri- 
cardo with the beſt Arguments he could, but he cut him 
ſhort, What you have to do, my Friend, ſaid he, is to di- 
rect me, how: I ſhall. fall into. Disfavour with my Maſter, 
and every one elfe. I ' ſee, that being hated by them, they 
may all ute me ill, and perſecute me ſo warmly, that Sorrow” 
ſucceeding Sorrow, and Suffering, Suffering, I may ſoon 
obtain what I deſire, to put a Period to my Life. 

I have always found it a true Saying, anſwer d Maha- 
mut, that he who knows how to grieve, knows how to ſpeak, 
Tho' ſometimes the Paſſion ſtrikes us dumb. But how- 


ever that be, Ricardo, whether thy Grief keeps Pace with. 


thy Words, or thy Words exceed thy Grief, thou: ſhalt al- 
ways find: a ſincere Friend in. me, either for Help or 
My Council 
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Council; and tho* my few Years, and the Folly I com- 
mitted in putting on this Habit, warn you not to rely on 
me for cither, I will take care to cure ſuch a Suſpicion; 
and eſtabliſh a better Opinion of myſelf with you. And 
even if you ſhou'd not defire my Advice or Favour, I will 
not omit to do what is proper for you, as ſick Perſons 
receive what is fit for them, and not. what they crave. 
THERE is not one in this whole City, who has more 
Power and Influence than my Maſter 3 not even thine, 
who is come as Vice-roy, has ſo much Sway as he. I 
may affirm therefore, that I myſelf have the greateſt Com- 
mand in the City, ſince I can have whatever I ask of my 
Patron. I mention this, becauſe I may form à Contri- 
vance with him, how to make thee his; and when thou 
art once my Companion, Time will point out to us what 
to do, as well to comfort thee, if thou art deſirous or ca- 
pable of Comfort, as for me to break out of this into a 
better Condition, or at leaſt eſcape to ſome Place where 
my Life may be more ſecure than here. 
I thank you Mahamut, reply'd Ricardo, for: the Friendſhip 
you offer me, tho I am. perſuaded, that, as much as thou 
art able to do, thou canſt do nothing which will be to 
my Advantage. But let us wave this for the preſent, and 
proceed toward the Tents, for, by what I ſee, there is 
a large Train advancing from the City, and undoubtedly 
it is the old Vice-roy coming out to encamp in the Fields, 
in order to reſign the Town to my Maſter, It is ſo, 
anfwer'd Mahamut. Follow me then, Ricardo, and you 
ſhall fee the Ceremonies of the Reception; for I know 
the Sight will entertain you. With all my Heart, faid 
Ricardo; I may happen to want you, if I ſhou'd be miſs'd 
by the Keeper of my Maſter's Slaves, who is a Renegade 
of Corſica by Nation, and net over-largely fupply'd with 
Humanity. adv yore N 
AT this they left the Place, and reach'd the Encamp- 
ment juſt at the Time when the old Baſſa arriv d, and the 


new one came out to meet him at the Tent-Door. _ 
1 55 | Bait, 
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Baſſa, the late Governor, was attended with all the Jani- 
zaries of the Garriſon at Nicoſia, being near five hundred. 
They march'd in two Wings or Files, one Diviſion car- 

ng Muskets and the other drawn Scymitars, and poſted 
08 on each Side of the Tent Door of Haxan the 
new Baſſa. Ali, inclining his Body, did reverence to Hazan, 


who return'd his Salute with a leſs Inclination. Ali enter'd 


Hazan's Pavilion directly; and the Turks mounting the laſt on 
a ſtately Horſe richly capariſon'd, led him round the Tents, 
and over a great Part of the Field, ſhouting and crying, 
Long live Sultan Selymus, and Hazan Baſſa in his Name. 
They repeated this feveral times, augmenting their Accla- 
mations, and return'd inftantly to the Tent where they had 
left Ali Baſſa, who with the Cady and Hazar ſhut them- 
alves up in private for the Space of an Hour. 
MAHAMUT told Ricardo, they retir'd to conſult con- 
cerning Affairs which were commenced before Ali, and 
were not concluded, Shortly after, the Cady appear d at the 
Tent-Door, and in the Turkiſh, Arabian, and Grecian Lan- 
guages proclaim'd, that all who had matter of Complaint 
againſt Ali Baſſa might freely enter, for Haxan Baſſa, whom 
the Grand Signior had ſent Vice- roy to Cyprus, was there, 
and wou'd do them full Right and Tattice After this 
Leave given, the Janizaries drew off from the Tent-door, 
that every one who pleas'd might enter, Mahamut carry'd 
Ricardo in with him, for being one of Hazan's Slaves he 


had free Admiſſion, 


THERE appear d to ask for Juſtice, Greeks and Chri- 


ſtians, and ſome Turks, and all of them about Caſes of fo 


little Importance, that the Cady diſpatch'd moſt of them 
at once, without the Formality of delivering a Copy of 


the Accuſation to the other Party, and a Train of Decrees, 
Canvaffings and Anſwers; for all Cauſes in Turkey, except 
Matrimonial ones, are decided on the Spot, and in a Mo- 


ment; rather by the Judgment of ſome truſty and skil- 
ful Man, than by Law : And among thoſe Barbarians (if 
they are ſuch in this Particular) the Cady is the compe- 

F tent 
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tent Judge of all Cauſes, and cuts them ſhort, and Paſſes 


_—_ in a Breath, without any Appeal to another Tri- 
AT the ſame Time came in a Chiaux, and ſaid there 
Was a Few at the Door, who had à very beautiful Chri- 
ſtian Woman to ſell: The Cady ordering him to be brought 
In, the Chiaux went out, and preſently return'd with a 
venerable old Few, leading by the Hand a Woman dreſs'd 
in a Barbary Habit, ſo rich and noble, that the wealthieſt 
Ladies in Fez or Morocco, who ſurpaſs all the Africans 
ig. Ornaments, and even the Women of Algier with all 
their Pearls, cou'd not excell it. Her Face was cover'd with 
a Crimſon Taffaty; round her Ankles, which ſhewd 
themſelves, appear d two Chains which ſeem'd to be of 
pure Gold; and on her Arms, which were alſo viſible, 
thro' a Shift of fine Lawn, were two Bracelets of Gold, ſet 
with Numbers of Pearls, In a Word, her whole Attire was 
magnificent and coſtly. | 
THE Cady admir'd her at firſt ſight, and the two 
Baſla's, before they proceeded any farther in Buſineſs, mow 
to the Few to unveil her. He obey'd, and diſcover d a Face 
which dazzled the Eyes and rejoyced the Hearts of all 
around her, as. the Sun, breaking out ſuddenly from a 
Cloud in his Brightneſs on the delighted Beholder. Such 
was the Beauty of this fair Chriſtian Captive, and ſuch her 
Gayety and graceful Air, | . 
Bx he, on whom the ſurprizing Luſtre ſhe diſclos d 
made the greateſt Impreſſion, was the unfortunate Ricardo, 
who knew her better than any one elſe, for it was his 
cruel and beloved Leoniſa, whom he had ſo often and 
with ſo many Tears lamented for dead. At the unexpected 
View of this enchanting Captive, Alis Heart was ſtruck 
thro' and vanquiſh'd, and Hazan found himſelf pierced in 
the ame Degree and with the ſame Wound, nor was the 
Cady ſhielded from this amorous Dart, but being more 
tranſported than both the others, was unable to take off 
bis Eyes from Leoniſa s. Thus, to magnify the * 
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power of Love, in one and the ſame Moment there aroſe 
in the Hearts of theſe three at once, à certain Hope of 
obtaining her; and without enquiring, how, or where, or 
when ſhe fell into the Hants of the Few, they ask d him 
at what Price he valu'd her? The griping old Thief an- 
ſwer d, four thouſand Doubloons, which make two thou- 
{and Crowns. He had ſcarcely nam'd the Sum, when li 
Baſſa ſaid, he wou'd give it, and repair to his Tent im- 
mediately to fetch him the Money. But Hazan Baſſa, who 
was reſolv d not to loſe her, tho he ran the Hazard of his 
Life, cry'd, I will give the four thouſand Dubloons the 
Few demands; but I ſhou'd not give them, nor contend 
with Ali, if it were not for a Reaſon which he himſelf 
will allow is juſt and irreſiſtible, and that is, this lovely 
Save is not fit for either of us two, but for the Grand Sig- 
nior alone; and therefore I purchaſe her in his Name: 
Let me ſee now who will be fo hardy as to diſpute it? 
That will I, reply'd Ali; for I buy her for the ſame Pur- 
poſe; and it is better for me who have an Opportunity to 
carry her to Conſtantmople immediately, to preſent her to 
the Sultan, and thereby gain his good Will, of which, 
ſince I am out of Employment, as thou ſeeſt Hazan, I 
ſtand in need; whereas thou art ſure of a Poſt for three 
Years, ſince thou art juſt enter d on the Government of 
the rich Kingdom of Cyprus, For theſe Reaſons, and bo- 
cauſe I was the firſt Bidder, it is fit O Hazan, that thou 
ſhouldſt yield her up to me. It will be far more acceptable 
in me, reply'd Hazan, to ſend her, ſince I do it without 


| any Motive of Intereft. And as to the Opportunity of your 


carrying her with you, I will equip a Galley with a Crew 
and Slaves of my own, to convey her thither. 

ALT was in a Flame at theſe Words, and getting up, 
laid his Hand on his Scymitar, As my Intention, ſaid he, 
is the ſame, to preſent this Chriſtian to his Highneſs, and 
bid for her firſt; Reaſon and Juſtice require that thou 
reſign her to me, and if thou think'ſt otherwiſe, this Scy- 
mitar ſhall defend my Right and chaſtiſe thy Preſump- 
tian, ; & THE 
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THE Cady, who carefully obſerv'd the whole, and was 
no leſs enamour'd than they, being afraid the fair Captive 
ſnou d ſlip thro his Fingers, contriv'd how to quench the. 
Fire that was kindled, and at the ſame time keep in his 
Hands the Slave, without giving any Suſpicion of his De. 
ſign: He roſe. and placed himſelf between them both; 
Peace, Hazan, ſaid he, and thou Ali torbear ; for ] am 
here; who have Skill and Power to compoſe your Diffe- 
rence: in ſuch a manner, that you ſhall both accompliſh 
your Intention, and the Grand 20 ſhall be ſerv'd as 
4: deſie: 

AT theſe Words of the Cady the Baſls's s inſtantly ſub- 
erg and tho he had enjoin d them ſomething more 
difficult, they wou'd have comply'd, ſuch was the Re- 
ſpe& they paid to his grey Hairs. Thou ſay'ſt, Ali pur- 
fu'd the Cady, that thou deſign'ſt this Captive for the 
Grand Signior ; and Hazar lays the ſame: Thou pleadeſt 
that ſhe ought to be thine, becauſe thou didſt firſt offer 
to purchaſe her. Hax an contradicts. thee; and tho he is 
at a Loſs how to ſupport his Claim, I find his Intention is 
the ſame, and undoubtedly aroſe at the fame time as thine, 
but thou hadſt the Advantage of him in firſt declaring thy 
Mind. Vet ought not this to be a Reaton, why he ſhou'd 
be utterly defeated in his good Deſire, and therefore I 
think ir proper to reconcile. you in the followiag manner, 
Ye ſhall have both an equal Title to this Save, and ſince 
the Poſſeſſion of her depends on the Grand Signior's Plea- 
ſure, for whom ſhe is purchas'd, the Diſpoſal of her be- 
longs to him alone. In the mean time thou Hazan ſhalt 
pꝛy two thouſand Dubloons, and Ali another two thou- 
fend, and the Captive ſhall remain with me to be ſent 
to Conſtantinople in both your Names; I offer therefore to 
ſend her thither at my on Expence, and with the Au- 
thority and Decency which. are due to him to whom ſhe 
is preſented, and to write the Grand Signior an Account 
of all that has paſs d, and of the Zeal vou have both en- 


preſvd for his Service. 
| THE 


The LI BERAL LOVER, 255 


THE two enamour'd Turks were neither able nor 
willing to contradict him; and tho' they ſaw this Scheme 
diſappointed their Deſigns, they came into the Cady's 
Propoſal, each of them at the ſame time forming a fond 
Hope in his Heart, of having it in his Power to accom- 
pliſh his Wiſhes. As Hazan was to remain Vice-roy in Cy- 
prus, he thought to ply the Cady with Gifts ſo warmly, 
that he ſhou'd irreliſtibly oblige him to deliver up the Slave 
to him; and on the other hand, Ali form'd a Project to him 
ſelf, which he imagn d coud not fail of Succeſs; and each 
being certain of his Method, they readily embraced the Cady's 
Offer, and ſurrender'd her to him by Conſent, and paid 
the Few two thouſand Dubloons a-piece. The Few told 
him, he could not let them have the Cloaths ſhe wore in- 
to the Bargain, becauſe they were worth two thouſand 
more; as in Truth they were; for in her Hair, which was 
partly looſe, and Part ty'd up and braided on her Forehead, 
there appear d ſeveral Strings of Pearl, very gracefully in- 
terſpers'd among the Locks; and the Bracelets on her Legs 
and Hands were full of large Pearls. Her Habit was a Veſt 
of green Sattin all embroider'd and enrich'd with Lace of 
Gold; ſo that every one thought the Few was too mode- 
rate in the Price ; and the Cady, to ſhow himſelf not leſs 
generous than the two Baſla's, ſaid he would pay him, 
becauſe he wou'd preſent her to the Grand Signior ex- 
ally as ſhe was. The two Rivals were very well pleas d, 
preſuming the Damſel and all that belong'd to her wou'd 
finally fall to their Share, | 

IT is not to be expreſs'd what Ricardo felt when he 
ſaw the Darling of his Soul ſet to Sale, and the Thoughts 
which aroſe in him at this Moment, and his anxious Fears 
to perceive he had found her only to loſe her more effectu- 
ally: He knew not whether he was ſleeping or awake, 
and cou'd not believe his Eyes in what they ſaw; for it 
ſeem' d impoſſible he ſhou'd have her on a ſudden before 
them, whom he concluded raviſh'd from them for ever, 


Stepping up therefore to his Friend Maſhamut, Do you know 
| | this 
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this Woman, Mahamut ? ſays he: Not I, anſwer'd Mala. 
mut. Why, ſhe is Leoniſa, cry'd Ricardo, What is it you 
lay? reply'd his Friend: Even what you heard, added 


Ricardo. Hold your Peace then, return'd the other, and 


do not diſcover her, for' happy Luck is coming toward 
you, ſince ſhe is to be in my Maſter's Cuſtody. Do you 
think it will not be right for me to place myſelf where 
ſhe may ſee me? By no means, anſwer'd Mahamnt ; leſt 
you put her or yourſelf in a Confuſion, and give ſome 
Signs that you know her, or have ſeen her before; which 
will be prejudicial to my Deſign. I will follow your Opi- 
nion, faid Ricardo; and preſently left the Place, that his 
Eyes might not meet thoſe of Leoniſa, who kept hers all 
the Time fix'd immoveably on the Ground, and ſhed ſome 
Tears. 3 : | 
THE Cady went to her, and taking her by the Hand, 
gave her to Mahamut, ordering him to conduct her into the 
City, and deliver her to his Miftreſs' Halima, and deſire her 
to treat her as a Shve belonging to the Grand Signior, 
Mahamut executed his Commiſſion, and left Ricardo alone, 
who purſu'd his glittering Star with his Eyes 'till ſhe was 
hid within the Walls of Nicoſia. After this he flew away 
to the Few, and ask'd him where he had bought that 
Chriſtian Captive, and how ſhe fell into his Hands. The 
Few anſwer'd, he had bought her in the Iſland of Panta- 
nalea, of ſome Turks, who eſcap'd thither from a Wreck; 
as he was going to proceed, he was prevented by a Meſ- 
ſage from the Baſſas, who wanted to make the ſame 
Inquiry of him as Ricardo; at which the Few took his 
Lea /e. | ys 
AS they walk'd from the Tents to the City, Mahamut 
took an Opportunity to ask Leoniſa in Italian, of what 
Country ſhe was: She anſwer d, Of Trepana. Mahamut ask d 
her then, if ſhe knew a rich and noble Cavalier in that 
City, call'd Ricardo, At this, Leoniſa fetch'd a deep Sigh ; 
T know him, ſaid ſhe, to my Sorrow. How to your Sor- 


row? reply'd Mahamm, Becauſe, anſwer d he, he knew 


me 
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me to his own and my Misfortune. Perhaps, continu'd 
Mahamut, you alſo know another Cavalier in the fame 
City, of a handſome genteel Appearance, born of very 
wealthy Parents, and in his own Perſon very valiant, ve- 
ry liberal, and very ingenious, nam'd Cornelio. I alſo know 
him, ſaid Leoniſa, and more to my Misfortune, I may ſay, 
than Ricardo. But who, Sir, are you, that you know theſe 
two Perſons, and make this Inquiry after them? I am a 
Native of Palermo, anſwer'd Mahamut, who by various 
Accidents am in the Condition you ſee, and in a Habit ve- 
ry different from my own. I know both thoſe Cavaliers, 


for it is not many Days fince they were both in my Power; 


as for Cornelio, he was taken by ſome Moors of Tripeli in 
Barbary, who ſold him to a Turk, who trades to this 


Ilind, whither he came with Goods, (for he is a Mer- 


chant of Rhodes) and he has truſted Cornelio with all his 
Wealth. He knows how to keep it very well, ſaid Leo- 
niſa, for he has an excellent Talent at keeping his own. 
But pray inform me how Ricardo came to this Iſland, A 
Cir/air drought him hither, anſwer'd Mahamur, who took 
bim Captive in a Garden by the Sea - ſide at Trepana, and 
a young Damſel with him, as he ſaid, whoſe Name he 
wou'd never tell me. He was here ſome Days with his 
Maſter, who went to viſit Mahomer's Tomb at Medina; and 
at the Time of his Departure, Ricardo fell ſo extremely 


ill, that his Maſter left him behind with me, becauſe he 
was of my Country, to get him cur'd and look after him 


till he came back; or if he did not return hither, to ſend 


him to Conſtantinople, where he wou'd give me Notice 


of his Arrival. But Heaven had appointed it other wiſe, 
for Ricardo, without any Miſcondu& or Accident, ended 
his Life in a few Days, always crying out of one Leoniſa, 
whom, he told me, he lov'd more than his Life. She was 
in a Galley, he ſaid, which was wreck'd on the Iſland of 


Pantanalea, and was drown'd, and he deplored her Death 


inceſſantly, till at laſt it occaſion d his own; for I per- 
ceiy d no bodily Diſtemper in him, only Tokens of exceſ- 
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ſive Grief of Mind. Did the other Cavalier you mention'd; 
faid Leoniſa, in his Diſcourſes with you, (which, as you 


were Country- men, muſt be frequent) name this Leoniſa 
to you ſometimes, and acquaint you how ſhe and Ricar- 


do were made Captives? He ſpoke of her, ſaid Mahamu, 
and ask'd me if a Chriſtian Woman of thar Name, with 
ſuch and ſuch Tokens, was brought to. this Iſland; how 
glad he ſhou'd be to find her out, to ranſom her, pro- 
vided his Maſter were undeceiv'd in his Opinion about 
her, for ſhe was not ſo rich as he ſuppos d; tho! as he 
had enjoy'd her, he ſhould value her the leſs; yet if ſhe 
were not rated at above three or four hundred Crowns, 
he wou'd pay them very willingly, becauſe he had once 


had an affection for her. Very little certainly, ſaid Leo- 


niſa, ſince he cou'd riſe no higher than four hundred 


Crowns. Ricardo is more liberal, and more valiant and 


noble. Heaven forgive her who caus'd his Death, which 
is myſelf, for I am that unhappy Woman, whom he la- 
mented for dead. Heaven kaows how glad, I ſhou d be 


if he were living, that I might requite the Senſe. he ſhew'd | 
of my Calamity, by letting him ſee how I refented his. 


Yes, I am ſhe whom Cornelis loy'd fo. little, and whom 
Ricardo ſo heartily deplor'd, and thro Variety of Chances 
am brought to the wretched Condition in which 1 am. 
Tho! it has been in Danger, yet by the Favour of Heaven 
I have always preſerv'd my Honour entire; with which 
I live content in my Miſery. I now know neither where 
I am, nor who is my Maſter, - nor whither my contrary 
Fates will drive me; wherefore I beſeech and beg you by 
the Chriſtian: Blood you have in your Veins, to fave me 
in my Troubles; the Variety of which have indeed taught 
me Caution, yet ſuch and ſo many overtake me every 
Moment, that I know not bew I ſhall ſuſtain them. Ma- 
bamus anſwer d, that he would do all he could to ſerve 
her, by his Counſel and Aſſiſtance. He inform'd her of 
the Difference which had happen d between the two Baſſas 
an her Account, and how ſhe was put into the Hands of 
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the Cady, his Maſter, to be ſent to Sehmus the Great 
Turk at Conſtantinople, but that before this was done he 
hop'd in Heaven's Mercy, he ſhou'd be able to diſpoſe 
of her in another Manner: He advis'd her alſo to keep 
well with Halima, the Cady's Wife, under whoſe Com- 
mand ſhe was to be till her going to Conſtantinople, and 
inſtructed her in Halima's Temper, adding ſeveral other 
Things which were for her Advantage to know, and at 
laſt he introduced her into the Houſe, and left her with 
Halima, to whom he deliver'd his Maſter's Meſſage. 

THE Cady's Wife, ſeeing her ſo richly dreſs'd, and 
ſo beautiful, receiv'd her with Reſpe& and Kindneſs, 
while Mahamut return'd to the Tents, to inform Ricardo 
of what had paſs'd beteen him and TLeoniſa; and meet- 
ing with him, related to him the Particulars of the whole; 
and when he came to mention the Concern Leoniſa ex- 
preſs d when he told her Ricardo was dead, the Tears 
ſtood in his Eyes; he acquainted him alſo with the ſham Ac- 
count he had given her of Cornelio's Captivity, in order 
to diſcover her Sentiments, and with what Coldneſs and 
Reſentment ſhe ſpoke of him. All which was a Cor- 
dial to the afflicted Heard of Ricardo. I call to Mind 
now, Friend Mahamut, ſaid he, a Story which I heard 
from my Father, and you know he was a curious Man, 
and much in Grace with the Emperor Charles V, who 
advanced him to very honourable Poſts in the War, 
He told me, that when the Emperor lay before Tunis, and 
took it with the Goleta, as he was one Day in his Tent, 
they brought him a Mooriſh Woman, as a Miracle of Beau- 
ty; as they were preſenting her to him, the Beams of 
the Sun ſhone into the Tent, and play'd full on her Hair, 
which even rival'd the Rays, being of a yellow Colour, 
which is a rare Thing among the Moors, who always 
affect to have their Hair black; among ſeveral others who 
were in the Tent on this Occaſion, there were two Spa- 
niſh Cavaliers; one was an Andaluſian, and the other a 
Catalan; they were both of them Mea of Senſe, and Po- 

ets. 
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ets, The Andeluſian having ſeen the Mooriſh Woman, be: 
gan with Admiration to repeat ſome Verſes, but top'd 


in the Middle, without being able to cloſe either the Verſe or 


the Senſe, for want of proper Rhymes. The other Ca- 
valier, who ſtood at his Elbow, and heard him ſpeak his 
Verſes, perceiving him a Loſs, as if the reſt of the Sen- 
tence had eſcap'd him, took it up and finiſh'd it himſelf, 
Theſe Verſes came into my Thoughts, when I ſaw the 
lovely Leoniſa enter the Baſla's Tent, not only eclipſing the 
Rays of the Sun, but even the whole Heaven with all its 
Stars. Hold, Friend Ricardo, {aid Mahamut, for I tremble 
at every Word you utter, leſt you ſhou'd fo far 'over-ſhoot 
the Bounds of Reaſon in Leoniſa's Praiſes, as not only to 
appear: no Chriſtian; but to commence an abſolute Heathen, 
However, pray let me hear theſe Verſes, or Ranza's, what- 
ever you call them; and afterwards let us talk of other 
Things which are more pleaſing and uſeful. With all my 
Heart, anſwer'd Ricardo; mind them; five Verſes were 
ſpoken by one Gentleman, and five by the other; they 
were all unpremeditated, and are as follow: - 


As when upon the Mountain- Heads, 
The Sun his. Golden Splendor ſpreads, 

And with a ſudden ſpring of Light; 
Extmguiſhes the daxled Sight: - 
Or as the Diamonds various Ray 


Here the Andaluſian's Poetry fail'd him, and his Friend ob- 
ſerving inſtantly proceeded, | 155 . 


Reflect with keener Beams the Day; 
Thy radiant Charms with gay Surprixe, 
Fair Moor, attract and wound my Eyes; 
And cruel Love's contagious Dart 
Is fix'd, and feſters in my Heart. 


I like them very well, faid Mahamut, and the better 
becauſe you are in a Condition to repeat them; for to as 
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t Verſes, or make them, a Man muſt be in a com- 
pos'd Temper of Mind, It is uſual to fing Dirges as well 
as Songs, anſwer'd Ricardo. But leaving this, inform me 
what is to be done in our Affair. For tho' I did not 
underſtand what the Baſſas were arguing in the Tent, 
while you was carrying off Leoniſa, a Venetian Renegade of 
my Maſter's who was preſent, and knew the Turkiſh 
Tongue perfectly, gave me an Account of it: But that 
which is above all things neceſlary, is to contrive ſome 
way to prevent Leoniſa's falling into the Grand Signior's 
Hands. The firſt Thing to be done, reply'd Mahamut, is 
to get you into my Maſter's Service; and when that is 
done, we will conſult about proper Meaſures. At this 
the Keeper of Haxan's Chriſtian Slaves came up, and took 
Ricardo away with him. „ 
THE Cady return d to the City with Hazan, and in 
a few Days finiſh'd Alls Probation, and deliver'd the Re- 
port of his Conduct to him folded up and ſeal d, to carry 
it with him to Conſtantinople. He departed: immedi.tely, 
leaving a ſtrict Charge with the Cady, that he ſhou'd ſend 
the Captive without Delay, and write to the Grand Sig- 
nior in ſuch a manner, as ſhou'd ſupport his Pretenfions. 
The Cady promis d him to do it, but not ſincerely; his 
own, Heart being almoſt burnt to a Cinder, with tho 
violent Flimes of bis Love. e. 
AI weüt away full of falſe Hopes, and Hagan ſtaid 
behind, flattering himſelf with the fame; and Mahamur 
brought it about, that Ricardo, was taken into his Maſter's 
Service. Days roll'd on, and Ricardo was urg'd with ſuch 
an, impatient Deſire to ſee Leoniſa, that he cou'd not en- 
joy one Moment's Repoſe. He chang'd his Name to 
Mario, that Leoniſa might not hear his true one men- 
tion'd till he had ſeen her, which was very difficult, be- 
cauſe the Moors are extremely jealous, and ſuffer no Men 
to have a Sight of their Wives Faces, tho' they are not 
offended at ſhewing them to Chriſtians, for perhaps ſince 
they are Captives, they ſcarcely account them to be Men. 
IT 
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Ir happen'd one Day, that the Lady Halima caſt he 
Eyes on Mario, and was fo raviſh'd with the Sight of him, 


that it was engraven in her Heart, and perpetually in her 


Mind; and being diflatisfy'd perhaps with the feeble Em. 
braces of her antient Husband, ſhe eaſily gave way to 
an unlawful Deſire, She readily imparted it to Leoniſa, 


of whom ſhe was very fond for her agreeable Temper, 


and prudent Behaviour, and treated her with a great deal 
of Reſpect, becauſe ſhe was the Grand Signior's Property, 
She told her the Cady had brought home a Chriſtian Cap- 
tive, of. ſo noble a Deportment, and graceful Air, that in 
all the Days of her Life, her Eyes had never beheld ſo 
handſome a Man; that they ſaid he was a Chilibi, that 
is a Gentleman, and of the ſame Country with Maha- 
mut the Renegade? and that ſhe knew not how to open 
ber Thoughts to him, leſt the Chriſtian ſhou'd deſpiſe her 
for declaring herſelf ſo freely, Leoniſa ask d the Captive's 
Name, and Halima anſwer d it was Maria, If he is a 
Gentleman, reply'd Leoniſa, and of the Country they re- 


port, I ſhall know him, "tho' there is. no. one of that 


Name in Trepang: But let me fee him, Madam, and talk 
with him, and I will inform you what he is, and what 
may be expected from him, It ſhall be done, ſaid Halima; 
for next” Friday, when the; Cady is at. Prayers in the 
"Moſque, I will ſend for him bieter, and you may talk 
with him alone, and, if you think it proper, intimate to 
bim my Taclination; and you may do this after the belt 
IP c ⅛ d 


HAL IMA having ſaid this to Leoniſa, within two Hours 


after, the Cady call'd Mahamut and Mario to him, and 
with as much Earneſtneſs. as Halima had unboſom'd her- 
ſelf to Leoniſa, the enamour d old Man diſcover'd his Soul 
to his two Slaves, conjuring them to adviſe him what 


to do in order to enjoy the Chriſtian Captive himſelf, 


and yet not offend the Grand Signior, to whom ſhe be- 


long'd; adding, that he was reſolvd to dye a thouſand 


times over, rather than once deliver her up to the 
Great Turk, ; Ol THE 
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THE venerable Moor declar'd his Paſſion with ſuch 
Vehemence that it touch'd the Hearts of his two Slaves, 
whoſe Intentions were entirely contrary to his. It was 
concluded 'between them, that as Mario was her Coun- 
try-man, (tho' he told the Cady he did not know her) 
he ſhou'd undertake to ſollicit her, and inform her of his 


Maſter's Deſign; and that if he cou'd not prevail this Way, 


the Cady ſhou'd uſe Foree, ſince ſhe was in his Power; 
and this being done, he ſhou'd give out ſhe was dead, to 


ercuſe his not ſending her to Conſtantinople. 


THE Cady was wonderfully ſatisfyd with the Opi- 


nion of his Slaves, and, in the Heat of this imaginary 


Happineſs, he offer d Mahamut his Liberty on the Spot, 
and appointed him half of his Eſtate at his Death; he 


alſo promis d Mario his Freedom, if he ſucceeded, and 
ſuch a Sum of Money that he ſhou'd return to his own 
Country rich, honour d, and well contented. If the Cady 


was liberal in his Promiſes, his Slaves were abſolutely pro- 


fuſe, offering to pull the Moon out of the Sky, to ſerve 
bim; much more to gain Leoniſa, provided he gave Ma- 


w an Opportunity of talking with her. That he ſhall 
have at any Time, anſwer'd the Cady, for Halima ſhall 
go to her Parents Houſe, who are Greek Chriſtians, for 
ſome Days; and while ſhe is there, I will order the Ja- 
nitor to admit Mario into my Houſe, as often as he 
pleaſes, 'and I will acquaint Leoniſa, that ſhe may talk 
with ber Country. man, whenever ſhe will. Thus the 
Wind of Ricardo's Misfortunes began to turn about, and 
blow a freſh'Gale' in his Favour.” 

THIS Refolution being form'd Weeweten theſe three, 
Halima was the firſt to put her Project i in Execution, like 
an errant Woman, ' whoſe Nature is eaſily touch'd, and all 
in Haſte for any Thing her Heart is ſet on. The fame 
Day the Cady told her, ſpe might go to her Father's, if 
ſhe pleas'd, and divert herſelf there for ſeveral Days. But 


as ſhe was overjoy'd with the Hopes Leoniſa had given her, 


ſhe wou'd bave refus'd to 80 not c on y to her Father's Houſe 
but 
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but to Mahemet's. Paradiſe itſelf; ſhe anſwer'd him therefore 
that at preſent ſhe had no Inclination to £0 thither: but 
when ſhe had, ſhe wou'd, let him know it; and that ſhe 
wou d take the Chriſtian Captive with her when ſhe went, 
That muſt not be, reply d the Cady, for as ſhe is the 
Grand _— s, ſhe muſt not be ſeen by any body; be. 
ſides, the ought to be kept from converſing with Chri. 
ſtians, becauſe you know that when ſhe is in the Grand 
Signior's Hands, ſhe will be ſhut up in the Seraglio, and 
be oblig d to turn Turk, whether ſhe will or no. But 
as ſhe goes along with me, ſaid . Halima, her being in 
my Parents Houſe, and converſing with. them, ſignifies 
nothing; for I qonverſe with them a great deal more, 
without being the worſe Turk for it at all; eſpecially ſince 
I have no Thoughts of ſtaying there aboye four or five 
Days at fartheſt, for my Love to you will not ſuffer me 
10 be longer abſent. and not ſee you. 
THE. Cady wou d make no "(uy for fear of giving 
her. Occaſjon to ſuſpect his Deſign, Friday came, and 
be repair d to the Moſque, from whence he cou'd net 
come back under four Hours. Halima had ſcarcely watch'd 
him out of the Porch, when ſhe ſent . for. Mario; but the 
. Janitor ,wou'd not have admitted him, if Halima had not 
call'd out, and bid him let him in. He came trembling, 
and in a. ſtrange Confuſion, as if he had been to eu- 
counter a whole Army, of Enemies. Leoniſa was in the 
: ame Cloaths, as ſhe Wore when: ſhe. was brought into 
the Baſſa's Tent, and was ſuting at; the Foot of a large 
.Stair-Caſe of Marble, which led into a. Gallery; her Head 
was reſted in an inclining Poſture on her right Hand, and 
her Elbow was ſupported on her Knees, and her Eyes be- 
ing turn d from the Door at which Mario enter d. tho' 
be came up to the Place where ſhe fat, ſhe did not ſee 
him. As ſoon as Ricardo was admitteg, he took a full 
View of the Houſe, and perceiving only a deep and ſo- 
lemn Silence, be turn'd his Eyes toward the Place where 


Leoniſa was ſitting. In an Inſtant the enamour d Ricard 
| Was 
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was overwhelm'd with ſuch a Variety of Imaginations, 
that he was at once ſurpriz'd and pleas d, and thought him- 
ſelf a Mile off, or more, from his Happineſs and Wiſhes; 
He was a Captive, he reflected, and his Glory in the 
Power of another, and revolving theſe Things in his Breaſt, 
he advanced by little and little with Fear, and Wonder, 
Gladneſs, and Grief, timorous and daring to the Center 
of his Joy, and at the ſame time Leoniſa turn'd her Face, 
and fix'd her Eyes on thoſe of Mario, who look'd on her 
with the ſtriteſt Attention. But when their Eyes met 
exch other, they gave Signs by different Effects of what 
they felt in their Hearts. Ricardo ftopp'd, and was not able 
to ſtir a Step farther; and Leoniſa, Who, from Mahamut's 
Report, thought Ricardo was dead, ſeeing him thus unex- 
pectedly alive, and full of Fear and Aſtoniſhment, with- 
out taking off her Eyes, or turning about, run up four or 
fire Stairs backward, and pulling a ſmall Crucifix out of 
her Boſom Kiſs'd it ſeveral times, and bleſs'd herſelf 
from Head to Foot, as if ſhe had beheld a Fantaſm, or 
ſome Apparition from the other World. Bs 
RICARDO came out of his Amazement, and knew, 
by what Leoniſa did, the true Cauſe of her Fright; I am 
ſorry, beautiful Leoxiſa, ſaid he, the News Mahamut told 
you of my Death is not true, for then I ſhou'd have eſcap'd 
thoſe Fears I ſuffer, to think whether the Severity you 
have hitherto ſhewn me, continues till the ſame, and un- 
abated. Be eaſy, Madam, and deſcend; and, if you dare 
do what you have neyer yet done, come to me, and you 
ſhall ſee I am no Airy Appearance. I am Ricardo, Leoniſa, 
Ricardo, as unfortunate as you can wiſh to have him. At 
this Leoniſa laid her Finger on her Mouth, as a Signal for 
him not to ſpeak, or to ſpeak more ſoftly ; and taking 
Heart a little, he drew near enough to hear her fay theſe 
Words; Speak ſoftly, Mario, for fo, I think, they call you 
now; and talk of nothing but what I ſhall mention to 
you ; and conſider, that if we are overheard, we may 
happen never to ſee one another again, I believe Halima 
You, "Ii, N | my 
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my Miſtreſs is liſtning; ſhe has told me ſhe adores you, 
and has appointed me to recommend her Suit. If you 
Will anſwer her Deſire, it will be more for the Intereſt of 


your Body than your Soul; and if you will not, yet you 


muſt pretend to do it, becauſe I ask it of you; and be- 
cauſe the Favours of a Woman when offer d, are not to be 
refus d. I never cou'd imagine, reply'd Ricardo, lovely 
Leoniſa, that the Thing you ſhou'd ask of me wou'd carry 
in it an Impoſſibility of my performing it; but what you 
now require has undeceiv'd me. Is the Will ſo light and 
variable, that one can turn and change it at Pleaſure? or 
does it become a Man of Truth and Honour, to diſſemble 
in Things of ſuch Importance? But if you think it is 
practicable, and require it, I ſubmit, for you are the Mi- 
ſtreſs of my Heart, But alas you never underſtood my 
Heart, and therefore underſtand not how to diſpoſe of it; 
however, that you may not ſay you were not obey'd, in 
the firſt Command you laid on me, I will conſtrain my- 
elf to be what I ought not to be, and ſeemingly fatisfic 
your Requeſt, and Halima's, if thereby I may obtain the 
Happineſs of ſeeing you; carry back therefore what An- 
ſwer you think proper, and I will ratify it. In Return of 
this, which, in my Opinion, is the greateſt Thing I am 
able to do, tho' I were to give you my Soul anew, which 
I have ſo often given you before; I beg you will briefly 
acquaint me how you eſcap'd out of the Hands of the Pi- 

rates, and fell into thoſe of the Few, who ſold you. 
THE Relation of my Misfortunes, anſwer'd Leoniſa, 
wou'd take up too much Time; yet I will ſatisfy you in 
ftw Words. Know then, that at the Cloſe of the Day 
we were ſeparated, Tzauf's Galley was driven by a ftif 
Wind upon the ſame Iſland of Pantanalea, where we alſo 
diſcern'd your Veſſel, We were thrown upon the Rocks, 
without being able to hinder it. My Maſter ſeeing Ruin 
thus before his Eyes, empty'd two Water-Barrels in a Mo- 
ment, and ſtop'd them up very cloſe, and faſten'd them 
together with Cords ; he ſeated me between them, and 
: | e preſently 
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preſently ſtrip'd himſelf, and taking another Barrel between 
his Arms, he ty'd a Cord about his Middle, and faſtning 
ir to the End of the Barrels on which I was, he threw 
himſelf undauntedly into the Sea, dragging me after him. 
1 had not the Courage to follow his Example, but another 
Turk forced me in, and ſet me afloat after Tæuf; I lay 
without Senſe, and never came to myſelf till I found my- 
ſelf on Shore in the Arms of two Turks, who held me 
with my Mouth downwards, while a great Quantity cf 
Water, which I had ſwallow'd, ran out. 
I open'd my Eyes perfectly amaz'd, and ſaw Yzuf 
cloſe by me, with his Brains beaten out ; for, as I under- 
ſtood afterwards, he was Caſh'd upon the Rocks, where 
he loſt his Life. The Turks told me alſo, that they drevy 
me to Land by the Rope, and only eight Perſons in the 
Ship eſcap d. We continu'd eight Days in the Iſland, and 
they treated me with the ſame Reſpect, as it I had been 
their Siſter, or ſomething more. We lay conceal'd in a 
Cave, the Turks being afraid the Chriſtians ſhou'd come 
down upon them from the Fort in the Iſland, and take 
them Priſoners. They ſupported themſelves with wet Biſ- 
ket which the Sea threw a-ſhore on the Strand where they 
were wreck'd, and which they ſtole out to gather up by 
Night. To my Misfortune it happen'd, that the Fort was 
then without a Captain, the Commander being dead ſome 
Days before, and there were not above twenty Soldiers in 
Garriſon. We learn'd this of a Youth whom the Turks 
took Captive, as he came to the Sea - ſide to gather Shells. 
After eight Days there arriv'd on the Coaſt a Veſſel which 
the Moors call a Caramngale; the Turks diſcern'd it, and 
ran down to the Shore, and by the Signals they made, gave 
the Crew to know they were Turks, The Moors under- 
ſtanding their Diſtreſs, took them on board cheir Veſſel, 
in which was a very rich Jewiſh Merchant who own'd all 
or moſt of the Lading. It confiſted of the Commodities 
which are exported from Barbary to the Levant, The 
Turks fail'd in this Ship to Tripoli, and by the Way ſold 
6 N 2 me 
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me to the Few, for two thouſand Dubloons; an exceſſive 
Price, if his Love to me, which the Few afterwards dil. 
cover'd, had not made him liberal. | 

THE Ship having left the Turks: in Tripoli, purſud 
her Voyage, and the Few began to ſolicit me very impu- 
dently ; 1 gave him the Reception his lewd Addreſſes de. 
ſervd. Deſpairing therefore of obtaining them, he reſolyd 
to rid his Hands of me the firſt Opportunity that offer'd; 
and hearing that the two Baſſa's, Ali and Hazan, were i 
this Ifland, where he cou'd vend his Merchandiſe to 25 
much Advantage as in Xio, where he deſign d to have foll 
it, he came hither in order to diſpoſe of me to one of the 
Baſſa's, and to this purpoſe, he array'd me in the Attire 
you now ſee, the more to engage the Fancy of him who 
ſhou'd purchaſe me. I am inform'd the Cady has bought 
me, to preſent me to the Great Turk, of which I am not 


a little afraid. Here I heard of your fictitious Death, and 


if you will believe it, I muſt fay, it troubled me at my 
Heart, and that I envy'd more than pity d you; 3 not out of 
Averſion to you; for tho' I did not return your Love, l 
am not ungrateful ; but becauſe you had clos'd the Tra 
gedy of your Life. 

I ſhou'd have done ſo, Madam, anſwer'd Ricardo, if 
Death wou d not have depriv'd me of the Happineſs of ſer- 
ing you, for I eſteem this Inſtant of Glory I enjoy in be- 
holding you beyond any other Good (excepting That which 
is eternal) Life or Death is able to afford. The Cady, 
my Maſter, to whom I now belong, by a Chance as ſur- 
priſing as yours, is become the fame to you as Halima i 
to me, furiouſly inamour' d. He has made me the Inter 
preter of his Thoughts to you; and 1 embraced the Office, 
not to gratify him; but* Loo tain. thereby the Opportv- 
nity of talking with you, now,” Lebniſa, to w. at our 
hard Fortune Fat driven us; you to undertake an  impoſſ- 
dle Thing, as you well know what 'you ak of me, i; 
and me, to attempt that which I ' kealt' expected, and 
awhich, rather than obtain, T-wou'd reſig n my Life, v/hid 
I now prize at the high Value the As. you deſerves, | 
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1 know not what to ſay to you, Ricardo, reply d Leo- 
viſa, nor how we ſhall get out of this Labyrinth, where, 
25 you ſay, our ill Fortune has entangled: us. I can only. 
fay, that in. this Aﬀair we muſt have Recourſe to that 
which our Tempers abhor, Fiction and Deceit ; and that: 
I will make ſuch a Report of you to Halima, as ſhall ra- 
ther flatter her than make her deſperate; and you may 
tell the Cady what you think will beſt ſecure my Honour, 
and delude him; and if I intruſt my Honour in your Hands, 
you may well believe it is ſpotleſs and entire, tho' the 
many Accidents I have encounter'd, and the many Dangers I. 
have ſuſtain'd, might tempt you to doubt it. We ſhall 
talk together with Safety, and I ſhall take a Pleaſure in it, 
provided. you never mention any Thing relating to your 
Pretenſions; the Moment you do that, I will ſee you no 
more; for I wou'd not have you imagine I am of ſo abject. 
a Mind, that Captivity ſhall have that Influence on me, 
which Liberty cou'd. not. By Heaven's Favour: I ſhall be 
25 Gold, which the more it is fearch'd;with Fire, becomes 
the more pure and clear. Reſt contented with what [I 
told you, that the Sight of you may. not offend me, as 
before: For I muſt inform you, Ricardo, I always look d 
on you as ill-temper'd and. arrogant, and preſuming on 
yourſelf more than became you. I may be miſtaken, I 
confeſs, and Experience may correct this Opinion, and 
being diſabus d I may be more kind, tho' equally honeſt. 
Farewel; I am afraid Halima overhears us; ſhe has a. 
Smattering of our Tongue, at leaſt of the mix d Language 
_ is us d here, by. which we all underſtand one ano. 
ther. 

YOU fay very right, Madam, anſwer'd Ricardo, and 
] return you infinite Thanks for thus undeceiving me; 
which I eſteem as no leſs a Favour than your permitting. 
me to ſee you. Perhaps Experience, as you ſay, may 
convince you how plain and humble my Temper is, eſ- 
pecially towards yourſelf ; and if you had not put my 
Behaviour under theſe Regulations, ir wou'd have been ſo. 


N 3 | decent 


LS. >. ox La ie 


— — — — — yan es —— s — * > 
— — — — — — — — — — — 
* — — <- — i — — — 
l r — * 5 : Tas” 
c N — — ot — 2 
—_— N 


oo — — — — 
. 
2 > a - . * > 


OY 
— * — — + — 8 —  ... 
— Ste 


4 — CY — — 7 * * * — — a 
Ih \ — — — 8 To ee 4 — 
— com - 


P 


„ 
ö 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


him; they both agrecd to tell him, there was no Hope 


270 The LizzrarL LO VRR. 


decent and reſpectful, that you cou'd not have wiſh'd it 
better. As to managing the Cady, be under no Concern ; 
and fo likewiſe concerning Halima; and know, Madam, 


that ſince I have ſeen you, a Hope is ariſen in me, which 


aſſures me, we ſhall ſoon obtain the Liberty we deſire, 

Adieu: Another time I will relate to you the Steps by 

which Fortune brought me into this Condition, after 1 

4 ſeparated from you, or more truly ſpeaking from my 
f. 

AT this they parted, and Leoniſa was highly ſatisfyd 
with the open Behaviour of Ricardo, and he was in Tran- 
fports to have heard one Word fall from the Mouth of Le 
niſa which was not ſevere. _ | 

HALIMA was ſhut up in her Cloſet, begging of Mas 
homer that Leoniſa might bring her back a good Account 
of the Errand on which ſhe had employ'd her. The Cady 


was in the Moſque, quitting Scores with his Wife by offer- 


ing up the ſame Petition for the Succeſs of his own De- 
fices, which depended on the Anſwer he anxiouſly expect- 
ed from his Slave, whom he had commiſſion d to talk 
with Leoniſa, having enjoin'd Mahamut to procure him an 
Opportunity, tho Halima herſelf were in the Houſe. 

L EONIS A inflam'd Halima's irregular Paſſion, feed- 
ing her with Hope that Mario wou'd do whatever ſhe ask'd; 
but that it muſt be two Months before he could comply 
with what he defir'd much more than herſelf, becauſe he 
was performing a Courſe of Prayers and Supplications to 
Heaven for his Liberty. Halima was pleas d with her dear 
Ricardo's Excuſe, and defign'd to procure him his Freedom 
before the Time of his Devotion expir'd, if he wou'd an- 
ſwer her Demands ; ſhe deſir d Leoniſa therefore to pres 
him to diſpenſe with the Time, and cut ſhort all Delays, 
and ſhe wou'd ſupply him with the Sum the Cady requird 
for his Ranſom. : 

BEFORE Ricardo reported his Negotiation to his Ma- 
ſter, he conſulted with Mahamut what Anſwer to return 


and 
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and to adviſe him to ſend her as ſoon as he cou'd to Con- 
ſlantinople, and that in the Paſſage, either by fair Means, 
or by Force, he might accompliſh his Deſice ; and that 
to avoid any bad Conſequences which might ariſe with 
reſpect to the Grand Signior, he might purchaſe another 
slave, and pretending in the Voyage that Leoniſa vras taken 
ill, he might caſt the other Captive one Night into the 
Sea, and give out it was Teoniſa, the Nays Signior's 
Slave, who was dead; all which might be done in ſuch 
a Manner, fo as not to incur the Sultan's Diſpleaſure, and 
to compaſs his own Deſign; and that, to prolong his 
Happineſs, they might afterwards contrive uy Courſe 
which ſhou'd be moſt convenient, 

THE wretched old Cady was ſo blind, that if they 
had told him a thouſand other Inconſiſtences, provided 
they had only flatter'd his Hopes, he would have beiiev'd 
them all; much more when their whole Scheme ſeem'd 
to promiſs him good Succeſs; and ſo it did indeed, if the 


Intention of his two Counſellors had not been to make off 
with the Veſſel, and ſend him and his ridiculous Imagina- 


tions into the other World, 

ANOTHER Difficulty occurr'd to the Cady, and in 
his Opinion the greateſt that could ariſe in the Caſe; which 
was, that his Wife would never let him go to Conſtanti- 
nople, unleſs ſhe bore him Company. But he preſently 
overcame it, and faid, that inſtead of the Chriſtian they 
were to throw into the Sea for Leoniſa, his own Halima 


wou'd ſerve moſt commodiouſly, for he wiſl'd at his 


Heart to deliver himſelf from her by Death. Mahamut 
and Ricardo embraced this Expedient with the ſame Readi- 
neſs as he invented it. 

THIS Reſolution being taken, the Cady acquainted 
Halima the ſame Day with his intended Voyage to Con- 
flantinople, in order to carry the Chriſtian Slave to the 
Grand Signior, from whoſe Goodneſs he expected to be 
made chief Cady of Cayro, or Conſtantinople itſelf. Hali- 


ms told him, ſhe lik d his Propoſal, preſuming he wou'd 
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leave Ricardo behind; but when the Cady inform'd her 
that he was to go. with him, and Mahamut likewiſe, ſhe 
alter d her Opinian, and diſſuaded him from what ſhe had 


before approv'd. In ſhort, ſhe concluded, that unleſs he 


took her with him, ſhe cou'd in no wile agree to his go- 
ing; the Cady conſented, thinking he ſhou'd ſoon ſhake 
off that Burden which lay ſo heavy on his Shoulders. 

HAZ AN Baſſa was not remiſs in the mean time to 

urge the Cady to give up the Captive to. him, offering him 
Mountains of Gold ; and having made him a preſent of Ri. 
eardo gratis, whoſe Ranſom he valud at two thouſand 
Crowns, he puſh'd on this Affair to get her into his own, 
Hands, with the ſame Teal, as if he had ſuppos'd ſhe 


wou'd, be murder'd before the Great Turk had her. All 


his Gifts and Preſents bad no other Effe& on the Cady, 
than to make him haſten his Departure the more; and 
being preſs'd thus by his own Defires, and the Sollicitati- 
ons of Hazan, ard even of Halima, who fed herſelf up 
with.airy Hopes, in twenty Days he equipp d a Brigantine 


of five Banks of Rowers, and mann'd it with ſturdy 


Moors, and ſome Greek Chriſtians, He put all his Wealth 
in the Houſe, and deſir'd her Husband that ſhe might-take 
her Parents with her, to ſhew them Conſtantinople. Her 
Intention was the ſame as Mabhamut s, to join with him 
and Ricardo to ſeize on the Veſſel in the Voyage, (tho' ſhe 
wou'd not open her Mind to them, till ſhe ſaw herſelf 
_ embark'd ;) and. retire to. Chriſtendom, and there embra- 


- cing her fr Religion, to marry Ricardo.;. for the believ'd 


that the Riches ſhe carry d with her, and her turning Chri- 
ſtian, wou d not fail to induce him willingly to accept her 
for his Wife... | 

IN the mean time Ricardo had another Converſation. 
with Leoniſa, and told her all his Project; and ſhe apprisd 
him of Halima's, which ſhe had diſcover d to her. They 
enjoin'd each other Secreſy, and recommending themſelves 


to the WT of Heaven, expected the Day of their De · 
Puarture 
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rture with Impatience : When it came, Hazan accom- 
pany'd them to the Sea - ſide, attended with all his Troopss 
and did not leave them till they were under Sail, nor take 
off his Eyes from the Veſſel till it was paſs'd out of Sight; 
the Sighs which he breath'd out from his ſorrowful Breaſt 
ſeem d to ſwell the Sails, and puff on the Ship with grea- 
ter Speed which bore away his Soul, But as Love had 
long depriv'd him of his Reſt, he conſfider'd what Meaſures 
to purſue, not to periſh by the Violence of his Paſſion, 
and inſtantly put in Execution what he had projected with 
ſerious Conſideration, and fix'd Reſolution, He fitted out 
from another Port a Veſſel of ſeven Banks of Rowers, 
(evo more than the Cady's carry'd.) and ſhip'd fifty Sol- 
diers on board, and all his Friends and Acquaintance, whom 
he had engag'd with large Preſents and Promiſes, and or- 
der d them ta purſue the Cady and ſeize his Ship with all 
his Wealth, and put the whole Company in it to the 
Sword, except Leoniſa the Captive, whom he choſe for 
his own Share of the Booty, as a Prize far more valuable 
than all the Lading in the Ship, He enjoin'd them alſo to 
fink the. Brigantine to the Bottom, that nothing might be- 
left to be a Token of the Action. The Thirſt of Plunder 
added Wings to their Feet, and Courage to their Hearts 5 
tho' they expected no great Reſiſtance from the Cady's 
Crew, becauſe they went out unarm'd, and under no Suſ- 
picion of ſuch an Accident. 12 
T H E Brigantine had made two Days Sail, when the 
Cady, to whom they ſeem'd two Ages, was for execu- 
ting his Deſign out of Hand; but his Slaves told him it 
was proper that Leoniſa ſhou'd firſt fall ſick, to give the 
better Colour to her Death, and that ſhe muſt lye ill for. 
ſome Days. The haſty old: Suiter . diſlikd this Dilatory 
Method, and wou'd have had it reported that ſhe dy d ſud- 
denly, and fo have heav'd Halima over - board, and fipith'd: 
the Affair at once, to quench the Flame which by flow 
Degrees conſum'd his Bowels; but at laſt he yielded to 
their Counſel. | | 
N Ns HALT 


274 The LIBERAL Lover: 

HALIMA in the mean while had unboſom'd her In- 
tention to Mahamut and Ricardo, who undertook to per. 
form it as they doubled the Points of Alexandria, or en- 
ter d the Caſtles of Natolia. And the Cady on the other 
hand was ſo eternally urgent with them, to make an End 
of his neceſſary Matter, that they promis d to diſpatch it 
the firſt Opportunity; accordingly after they had been at 
Sea ſix Days, he thought the Pretence of Leoniſas Sick. 
neſs had continu'd long enough, and inſiſted on their going 
to work on the Merrow with his Wife, by throwing her 
into the Sea in a Winding Sheet, and giving out it was 
the Chriſtian Captive. 

THE Morning arriv'd in which Mahamut and Ricard. 
purpos d to acconpliſh their Defires, or to end their Days, 
when they diſcover'd a Veſſel which gave them Chhaſe 
with Sails and Oars. They were afraid it was ſome Chri- 
ſtian Pirate, from whom neither the Chriſtians nor the 
Moors in the Cady's Ship cou'd hope for any Good; the 
Moors expecting to be made Slaves, and the Chriſtians, 
tho' they ſnou d recover their Liberty, to be ſtripp'd and 
rifled. Mahamut and Ricardo wou'd have been very well 

contented with their own Freedom and Leoniſa's, but they 
dreaded the Inſolence of the Rovers Gang, for the Wretches 
who follow that Courſe of Life, of whatever Religion 
they are or Nation; are cruel and abufive. They made 
all the Preparation to defend themſelves they cou'd, with- 
out quitting their Oars, and in a few Hours ſpace drew 
within Cannon- Shot of the other Veſſel; they furPd their 
Sails then, and threw down their Oars, and handling their 
Arms waited their Enemies coming, tho' the Cady calld 
out to them not to fear, for it was a Turkiſh Veſlel, and 
wou'd do them no Harm. He order'd a Flag of Peace to 
be hung out of the Stern immediately, that it might ſtrike 
their Eyes, who bore down with a blind Fury on his de- 
fenceleſs Ship, for the Prey. | | 

AF the fame time Mahamnt turn'd his Head, and faw 


> Galley making towards them from the Weſt, which * 
| 015 
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his ſeeming carry'd twenty Seats of Rowers: He told the 
Cady of it; and ſome of the Chriſtans at the Oar ſaid it 
was a Chriſtian Veſſel; all which doubled their common 
Confuſion and Fright ;* and not knowing what to do, they 
expected with Terror how Providence wou d diſpoie of 
them. 

THE Cady, I believe, in this Diſtreſs wou'd have re- 
fign'd all his Hopes of Entertainment, to have found him- 
ſelf in Nicoſia, ſo great was his Conſternation. But the 
firſt Veſſel, not regarding the Flag of Peace, nor what 
they ow'd to their own Religion, attack'd the Cady's Ship 
ſo fiercely, that they wanted but little of finking it. The 
Cady knew the Crew at firft fight, that they were the 
Soldiers of Nicoſia, and imagin'd for what they came, and 
gave himſelf up for a dead Man; and if the Soldiers had 
not been more eager to plunder than kill, not a Man 
wou d have eſcap'd with Life. As they were buſy in gut- 
ting the Brigantine, one of the Turks cry'd out To Arms, 
To Arms, here's a Chriſtian Veſſel going to engage us: 
which was true, for the Ship they deſcry'd bore Chriſtians 
Colours, and fell in upon that of Hazan with the utmoſt 


Fury; but before they began, one of the Crew call'd out 


from the Stern, and ask d Hazar's Men in the Twrkiſſ> 
Language, who was their Owner. They anſwer'd, Ha- 
zan, Baſa of Cyprus, Why then, ſaid the Turks, ſince 
you are Muſſulmans, do ye Plunder this Ship, which we 
know has the Cady of Nicoſia on Board? To which they 
reply'd, they knew no more than that they were order'd 
to take that Brigantine, and being the Baſla's dutiful Sol- 
diers they had ebey'd his Command, 

THE Captain of the Ship which carry'd Chriftian Co- 
lours, being ſatisfy'd with the Information which he want- 
ed, bore away from Hazan's Veſſel to that of the Cady, 
and at the firit Diſcharge flew about ten of the Turks in 
her, and enter'd it with great Expedition and Courage. 


He had ſcarcely ſet his Foot on board, when the Cady 


knew 
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knew it was no Chriſtian, but Ali Baſſa, who was in lone 
with Leaniſa, who had expected his coming, with the 
ſame Deſign as Haxan, and to avoid being known had 
dreſs d all his Crew in. Chriſtian Habits, that by this Diſ. 
guiſe his Robbery. might be the better conceal d. : 

THE Cady, who was no Stranger to the Ai of 
both. theſe Lovers, began to complain loudly of the Injury. 


What is it thou mean'ſt, ſaid he, Traitor Ali Baſſa, that 


being a Muſſulman thyſelf, that is a Tyrk, thou aſſaulteſt 
me like a Chriſtian ? And you, Traitors, Haxan's Soldiers, 
what Devil mav'd you to act this ſhameful. Outrage, as 
for the ſake of gratifying his laſcivious Appetite, to turn. 
your Arms againſt your natural Lord ? 

AT theſe Words they all held their Hands, and the two 
Crews ſtaring about them, knew each other preſently, for 
they had all ſerved under one Captain, and fought under 
the ſame Enſign, They were confounded with what the 
Cady faid, their Scymetars loſt their Edge, and their Hearts 


ſunk within them.. Ali alone ſhut his Eyes and Ears to 


the whole, and attacking the Cady, gave him ſuch a Cut 
on the Head, that if it had not been for the Folds of his 
Turbant he had certainly cleft it aſunder; however it felld 
him down among the Rowers Benches ; and as he drop'd, 
O cruel Renegade, Enemy of the Prophet, cry d the Cady, 
is there nene who will chaſtiſe thy Barbarity and unparal- 
JJ Infolence ? Accurſed Wretch, how haſt thou dar'd to 
uſe thy Weapons againſt the Cady, and a Miniſter of Ma- 
bomet? :. 

THESE Expreſſions added. Farce to. Force, and re- 
new'd the Combat, for Hazan's Soldiers hearing them. 
and being afraid Ali's Men ſhou'd take the Booty from 
them, which they look'd on as their own, reſolv'd to put 
all to Hazard. One beginning, and. the reſt following, 


they attack'd Ali's Soldiers with ſuch Nimbleneſs, Rage, 


and Bravery, and play'd their part ſo well, that tho' the others 
were far more in Number, they ſoon reduced them to. 
Handful; 
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Handful; but thoſe who remain d, taking Courage, re- 

veng d their Comrades, and ſcarcely left four of Hazay's 

Men alive, and thera dangerouſly wounded. | | 
RIC AR Do and Mahanm beheld the Fray, popping out 


their Heads ever and anon at the Hatches to ſee how the 


Combat proceeded; and obſerving that the Turks were al- 


Moſt all ſlain, and that thoſe who ſurviv'd were ſorely 


wounded, and might eaſily: be diſpatch'd, Ricardo call'd to 


Mahamut and two Kinſmen of Halima, whom ſhe had 


brought with her to help carry off the Veſſel, and theſe 
and her Father, ſnatching up the dead Men's Scymetars, 


leap'd out apon Deck, and cry'd out, Liberty! Liberty !. 
and being aſſiſted by the Volunteers, who were Greel 


Chriſtians, they ſoon knock 'd all the Turks on the Head, 
without receiving any Wounds, and then boarding Alis 


Ship, which was without Defence, they took it with all. 


its Freighting. Of thoſe who fell in the ſecond Ingage- 
ment, Ali Baſſa was one of the firſt, whom a Turk ran 
thro' the Body in Revenge for the Cady, = 


THEY all agreed to Ricardo's Advice, to remove every 


Thing of Value in their own and Hazar's Galley into Ali's, 


which was a larger Ship, and better built for Burden and: 


Sailing, and the Rowers in it were Chriſtians, who being 
over joy d with their Freedom, and the Preſents Ricardo 
diſtributed among them, offer d to carry him to Trepana, 


or the World's End, if there was occaſion. 

'M AH AMUT-. and Ricardo, full of Gladneſs at their 
Succeſs, went to Halima, and told her, that if ſhe choſe- 
to return to. Cyprus, they wou'd man her own Veſſel with 
Voluntiers, and give her half the Wealth ſhe bad brought 
out with her, and fend her back. But not having loſt her 


Love to Ricardo in this unexpected Calamity, ſhe defir'd; 


ſhe might go to Chriſtendom with them; at which her 
Parents were extremely pleas d. 


THE Cady was now come to himſelf, and they dreſs'd. 


his Wound as the Time gave them. Leave, and acquainted 
him. alſo that he ſnou d. make his Choice, either to accom- 


POR 
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pany them to Chriſtendom, or go back in his own Ship 
to Nicaca. Since his Fortune, he anſwer'd, had reduced 
him to ſuch hard Conditions, he thank'd them for the Li- 
berty they gave him; and wou'd ſteer his Courſe to Con 
tinople, to complain to the Grand Signior of the Injury 
he had ſuffer'd from Hazas and Ali. But when he under. 
| "Rood Halima delign'dto leave him, and become a Chriſtian, 
he had like to have loſt his Senſes. In a Word, they 
equip'd his Veſſel, and provided it with all Neceſſaries for 
the Voyage, and gave him ſome Sequins out of his own 
Money. Having taken Leave of them all with a Reſolu- 
tion to return to Nicoſza, he begg'd that before he hoiſted 
Sail, Leoniſa wou'd embrace him, which Favour wou'd be 
ſufficient to enable him to forget all his Misfortuues, They 
intreated Leoniſa to grant him this Requeſt, which he ſo 
earneſtly deſir d, fince there was _— in it inconſiſtent 
-with her Honour, She comply'd ; and the Cady pray'd 
her to lay her Hand on his Head, becauſe he was in Hope 
it wou'd cure him of his Wound; in all which Leoniſa 
gratify'd him very tenderly. | | 
- THIS being done, and Hazar's Ship bord thro? and 
ſunk, there ſprung up a brisk Gale at Eaſt, which invited 
their Sails, and in few Hours they loſt Sight of the Cady's 
veſſel, who ſtood with Tears in his Eyes beholding how 
the Winds bore away his Wealth and Happineſs, his Wife 
and his Soul together, | 
RIC AR DO and Mahamut ſaild on with Thovghts 
very different from the Cady's; and not caring to touch on 
any Coaſt, they paſs d thro' the large Gulph in Sight of 
Alexandria, and without ſtriking Sail, or having Occaſion 
to uſe their Oars, reach d the ſtrong Iſland of Corfu, where 
they took in freſh Water, and without ftopping, doubled 
the dreaded Rocks, and the ſecond Day diſcover'd at a 
Diſtance Pachino, the Promontory of the fruitful THnacria; 
at the Appearance of which, and the celebrated Iſland of 
Malta, they flew on amain, as with Wings. In ſhort, 
proceeding thence, four Days after they deſery'd _— 
| dcſa, 
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doſa, and then the Iſland where Leoniſa was caſt away; at 
which ſhe trembled every Joint, calling to mind the Dan- 
ger ſhe had known. | | 

THE next Day they diſcover'd before them their own 
wiſh'd-for and beloved Country, which renew'd the Glad- 
neſs of their Hearts ; and inſpir'd them with one of the 

teſt Tranſports which can be taſted in this Life, to re- 
turn ſafe and ſound to one's native Country from a long 
Captivity ; next to which is the obtaining the Victory over 
one's moſt inveterate Enemies. 

THEY found in the Galley a Cheſt full of Flags and 
Streamers of Silk of various Colours, with which Ricardo 
dreſs'd out his Ship. Soon after Break of Day, they found 
themſelves within a League of the City; and, briskly ply- 
ing their Oars, and every now and then raifing Shouts of 
Joy, they approach'd to the Haven, where an infinite 
Crowd of People appear'd in an Inſtant, and ſeeing a Ship 
ſo gallantly adorn'd making into the Port, not a Soul in 
the City but ran down full ſpeed to the Shore. Ricardo in 


the mean time begg d Leoniſa to dreſs herfelf in the fame 


Cloaths as ſhe wore when ſhe was brought into the Baſla's 
Tent, becauſe he had a mind to put a pleaſant Deception 
on her Parents. She conſented; and adding Ornament to 
Ornament, Pearls to Pearls, and Charms to Charms, which 
were ſtill multiply'd in the Eyes of the tranſported Spec- 
tator, ſhe array'd herſelf in ſo rich and gay a manner, as 
produced new Surprize and Wonder. Ricardo dreſs d him- 
{elf alſo in a Twrkiſh Habit, and ſo did Mahamut, and all the 
Chriſtians at the Oar, being furniſh'd with the Garments 
of the Turks who were ſlain. | 

THEY arriv'd about eight of the Clock in the Morn- 
ing, which was fo ſerene and clear, that it ſeem'd to pre- 
pare itſelf on purpoſe to view ſo rejoicing a Pomp. 

BEFORE they enter'd the Harbeur, Ricardo caus'd 
the Ordnance of the Galley, which were one large Can- 


non, and two Falconets, to be diſcharg'd, and the City 


anſwer'd them with the ſame Number. The People were 
5 all 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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all in: an Uproar, expecting the Arrival of this noble Veſle!; 


| But when, upon its nearer Approach, they diſcern'd, by the 


white Turbants which the Moors had on, that it was a 


Twrkiſh Bottom, they were frighten'd, and ſuſpecting ſome 
Fraud, ran to Arms, and. the Militia planted, themſelves at - 


the Port, while the Horſemen patroll'd along the Coaſt. 
The Buſtle of this Alarm pleas d thoſe in the Ship, who 


leiſurely advancing, came into the Haven, and dropping | 


their Oars, moor d the Galley, and. laid a Plank for De- 
ſcent, and one by one as in a Proceſſion, the whole Com- 


- pany went a- ſnore, and kiſs d the Ground ſeveral Times 


with Tears of Joy, which was an evident Token they. 
were Chriſtians. At length landed Halima's Parents with 
her two Kinſmen, clad in Tirkiſh Habits, and the Train 
was clos'd by the beautiful Leoniſa under a Veil of Crim- 
ſon Taffety, led between. Ricardo and Mahamut; which 


lovely Sight drew the Eyes of all the infinite Multitude on. 


the Strand. As ſoon as. they ſtepp'd on Shore, they threw 
themſelves proſtrate on the Earth, and kiſs'd it, as the others 
had done. 85 - 
IN the mean while the Governor came up to them, 
who very well knew their Families were the moſt conſi. 


derable in the City. He was ſcarcely arriv'd, when he 


knew Ricardo, and ran with open Arms and Signs of the 
higheſt Gladneſs to embrace him. With the Governor came. 
Cornelio and his Father, and Leoni/a's Parents, and all their 
Relations, and Ricardo's, who were of the firſt Rank in 
Trepana. Ricardo embraced the Governor, and return'd the 
Salutations of the whole Company. He took Cornelio by 
the Hand, who as ſoon as he knew him, and found he 
held him faſt, chang'a Colour, and began to tremble with 
Fear, when Ricardo, taking Leoniſa alſo by the Hand, ſpoke 
thus; I beg the Favour, Gentlemen, before we enter the 
City, and repair to the Church, to return Thanks to Hea- 
ven for its Goodneſs to us under our Misfortunes, that 1 
may be heard a few Words. At this the Governor an- 
ſwer d, they were all ready to hear whatever he had a Mind 
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to ſay with Silence and Attention; when the chief of the 
Aſſembly gathering round him, Ricardo rais d his Voice, and 
thus began. 

YOU remember undoubtedly the Misfortune which be- 
fel me ſome Months fince in the Garden by. the Salt-Pits, 
when Leoniſa was alſo. carry'd away. Nor can you have 
forgotten how zealous J was to procure her Liberty, ſince, 
neglecting my own, I offer d my whole Eſtate for her 
Ranſom ; and tho' this perhaps may ſeem an Inſtance of 
Liberality, yet I deſerve no Praiſe, for. it was to purchaſe 
my Life. As for what has ſince happen'd to us both, it re- 
quires longer Time, a more  cenvenient Seaſon, and a 
Tongue leſs diſorder'd than mine to relate: Let it ſuffice 
at preſent to ſay, that after a Variety of ſurprizing Accidents, 
and after, we had, deſpair'd a thouſand times of retrieving 
our Calamities; the Compaſſion of Heaven, without any 
Merit of ours, has reſtor'd us to our dear Country, crown'd 
both with Joy and Riches: But neither this, nor my Li- 
berty, is equal to the Pleaſure I take, in imagining the- 
Satisfaction this beautiful Enemy of mine receives in ſee- 
ing berſelf free, and beholding the darling Image of her 
Soul. Yet I rejoice in the general Joy of thoſe who have 
been my Companions in Miſery. And tho Misfortunes and 
Sufferings are wont to change our Tempers, and ſubdue 
the moſt heroic Mind, it has been otherwiſe with this 
cruel] Deſtroyer of my Hopes; for fhe has ſuſtain'd the 
Aſſaults of her Diſtreſſes, and my ardent but honourable- 
Solicitations, with incredible Intrepidity and Courage; 
Which verifies the Saying, that one may change one's' Coun- 
try, but nat one's Cuſtoms, which are acquir'd by fre- 
quent Practice. From all I have ſaid, I conclude, that 
offer d my whole Eſtare for her Ranſom, and gave 
her my very Soul in my fincere Deſires ; that I con- 
triv'd the Means of her Deliverance, and hazarded my 
Life for her, more than for myſelf. All which, tho a 
more grateful Mind wou'd think it of ſome Moment, yet 
all the — 1 ask is only this, which I preſume! ſhe 

will 
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will not refuſe: Thus ſaying he lifted up his Hand, and 
in a reſpectful and tender manner drew aſide the Veil from 
before Leoniſa, which was like removing a Cloud, which 
had over-caſt the Luſtre of the Sun; and then he pro-. 
ceeded. See here, Cornelio, I deliver to thee a Jewel, which 
you ought to prize. beyond every thing that is of Value; 
and thus, lovely Leoniſa, I deliver thee to him, whom you 
have preſery'd perpetually in Mind. This, I hope, may be 
accounted a Liberality, in Compariſon of which, to part 
with Eſtate, Life and Honour is nothing. Take her, Q 
fortunate young Man, take her, and if thou can'ſt arrive to 
underſtand her Superlative Worth, thou wilt be the hap- 
pieſt Perſon living. With her I alſo ſurrender to thee all 
my Portion of the Booty Heaven has put into our Hands; 


which, I believe, may amount to above thirty thouſand 


Crowns: All which thou may'ſt freely enjoy with Repoſe 
and Pleaſure; and Heaven grant it may be for many Years. 
As for myſelf, who am wretched, ſince I am without 
Leoniſa, I deſire to continue Poor; for to him who miſſes 
of Leoniſa, Life is of no Advantage 
HAVING faid this, he was filent as if he had loft 
his Speech; but recovering a little before any one had ſpo- 


ken, Alas, ſaid he, how Trouble diſorders the Under- 


ſtanding! Out of my Zeal to do Good, I did not conſider 
what I faid; for it is impoſſible to be liberal out of that 
which is not one's own, What Juriſdiction have I over 
Leoniſa, to give her to another? or how can I offer that 
which is very far from being mine? Leoniſa is his, and ſo 
much his, that were her Parents dead (whom Heaven pre- 
ſerve) her Inclination wou'd meet with no Reſtraint; and 
if it cou'd receive any from the Obligations her Diſcre- 
tion may think herſelf under to me, I cancel them from 
henceforth, and make them void. I retract therefore what 
I faid, and give Corzelio Nothing, for it is not in my 
Power. I only confirm the Grant I made to Leoviſa of 
my Eſtate, deſiring no other Recompence, but that ſhe 
eſteem me for my honourable and ſincere —— 
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believe I never had any View which was not perfectly 
conſiſtent with her great Honour and Merit, and her match- 
leſs Beauty. 

HERE Ricardo ended; and Leoniſa anſwer'd him after 
this manner. If you imagine I ſhew'd Cornelio any Fa- 
your, O Ricardo, while you were in Love with me, and 
full of Jealouſy, imagine alſo it was ſtrictly virtuous, and 
by the Order of my Parents, who being defirous of ob- 
taining him for their Son, allow'd me to do it. If you are 
ſatisfy'd with this, you will eaſily be fatisfy'd with the 
Proot Experience has given you of my Innocence and Mo- 
deſty. I mention this, Ricardo, to inform you that I have 
always been Miſtreſs of myſelf, without being ſubject to 
any but my Parents, whom I now humbly intreat, as be- 
comes me, to leave me free to diſpoſe of that which your 
noble Liberality has given me. Her Parents told her they 
gave their Permiſſion, depending on her Diſcretion to uſe 
it in ſuch a manner as ſhou'd beſt promote her Honour and 
Advantage. This being granted me, purſu'd the fair Leo- 
niſa, I deſire I may not be cenſur'd if I chuſe rather to 
ſeem bold and forward, than unthankful; my Mind there- 
fore, excellent Ricardo, which has been hitherto reſerv'd, 
perplex'd and doubtful, now declares in thy Favour ; that 
by my Acknowledgment to thee, the World may know 
all Women are not ungrateful. I am thine, Ricardo, and will 
be thine till Death, if ſome better Offer does not induce 
thee to refuſe me thy Hand; for my Ambition is to have 
thee for my Husband. | 

RICAR DO was in Tranſports at theſe Words, and 
cou'd make no Anſwer ; but throwing himſelf on his 
Knees, kiſs'd her Hands, which he held faſt by Force, 
over and over, and bath'd them in a Flood of amorous 
Tears. Cornelio alſo wept for Madneſs, and Leoniſa's Pa- 
rents for Joy, and all the Standers-by for Surprize and 
Wonder. The Biſhop, or Archbiſhop of the City was pre- 
ſent, and led them to the Church with his Benediction 
and Licence, and diſpenſing with the Circumſtance of Time, 
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marry'd them immediately. The rejoycing ſpread itſelf 
thro' the whole Town, which was expreſs'd that Night 
by innumerable Illuminations, and the Games and Sports 
Which the Relations of Ricardo and Leoniſa preſented for 
ſeveral Days. Mahamut and Halima renounced Mahome- 
tiſm, and were reconciled to the Church; and Halima ſee- 
ing it impoſſible to ſueceed in her Deſign of marrying 
Ricardo, was content to take up with Mahamut: And Ri. 
carda generouſly beſtow'd on her Parents and Kinſmen a 
ſufficient Livelyhood, out of the Spoils they had acquir d. 
In a Word, they were all well-pleas'd and happy; and 
Ricardo's Fame, flying beyond the Bounds of Sicily, was, 
diffus d over Italy, and ſeveral other Parts, under the Name 
of The LIS ERAL LOVER, and is ſtill continued by the 
many flouriſhing Children he had by Leoniſa, who was, 
an admirable Pattern of Prudence, Virtue and Beauty, 
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2) Young Knight of Malia (which Title ſuffici- 
ently declares him to be a Man of Quality) 
) ſtimulated by a generous Emulation of what 

was every Day reported of the other Knights 
bis Companions, had a Mind, by diſchar- 
ging the Duties of his Profeſſion, to go, like 
the reſt of his Brethren, in queſt of Glory, and make War 
againſt the ſworn Enemies of the Chriſtian Religion. He 
therefore repair'd to Malta on board a Frigate of thirty Guns, 
which he had bought at Marſeilles, and which was the beſt 
equip d, and the beſt Sailer that had for a long Time gone 
out of that Port. 

THE Knight had perform'd his Caravans, and knew a 
little what the Sea was. Nevertheleſs as he had never had 
a Veſſel to himſelf till this Time, he was overjoy'd at bis 
Arrival, to meet with Gourdan who was an old Corſaire, 
to whom he propos'd a Partnerſhip both of Arms and 
Honour. Gourdan, altho' it was not his Practice to admit 
of a Second in a War, where he was not willing to ſnare 
with any Body either in the Profit, or Glory of the Con- 
queſt, would not however refuſe the Offer of our Knight, 
who was as hopeful a young Gentleman as the Cauſe ot 
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Religion had ever had, An Agreement was thereupon con: 
cluded between them; and they ſet Sail from Malia on the 
fifteenth of May, in order to cruize upon the Coaſt of Ty. 
nis, from whence the old Corſaire had been inform'd tha 
three Ships with Pilgrims on board were to ſet out in or- 
der to go to Mecca. The Wind was fair for them; and in 
three Days they came within Sight of that Kingdom: On 
the fourth, Gourdan's Veſſel, which kept nearer the Coaſt 
than that of the Knight, deſcry'd ſome Sail. Hefir'd a Broad- 
fide, which was the Signal to warn his Companion to 
come and join him. : 
THESE happen'd to be the very Ships they were in 
ueſt of, and which, bearing down upon Gourdan, at- 
tack'd him with a great deal of Vigour and Fury, look- 


ing on him as their certain Prize, as they did of that of 


the Knight, which they faw was haſt ning to his Af: 
ſiſtance. But the Corſaires of Malta are not to be taken 
at that Rate, they being accuſtom'd rather to die than 
yield, and to fight to the very laſt Gaſp, Theſe I am 
ſpeaking of knew not what it was to fear; the one 
thro' the long Experience he had gain'd of overcoming 
his Enemies every where; and the other (notwithſtand- 
ing he was very young) by an unparallePd Valour, which 
ſupply'd the Deficiency of a greater Experience in the 


Feats of Arms. 
I ſhall not inlarge upon the Particulars of this Engage- 


ment. It was ſharp and bloody: The Turts had four 
times as many Men as the Chriſtians, and each of their 

Ships at leaſt as ſtrong as theirs, | 
GOURDAN, who till the Knight had join'd him, 
had only kept within Musket Shot of the Enemy, no 
ſooner faw him in a Capacity to ſupport him, than he 
refoly'd to ſhew him at what Rate he had 'purchas'd 
the Glory he had acquir'd in the Levant, He pierced in- 
to the very Middle of the Tyrks, doing terrible Execution 
with his ſmall Shot, Cannon and Granadoes, which play'd 
ſo furiouſly from both Sides of his Ship, that it ſeem'd 
be | to 
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to be all on Fire, The Knight, who did not want an 
Example to animate him to do his Duty, raviſh'd with 
the Thoughts of having for Wirneſs of his Actions fo 
famous a Man as Gourdan, follow'd him cloſe, and ſup- 
ported him ſo well, that the Barbarians, who till then had 
thought the Victory certain on their Side, began now to 
doubt of it. Their firſt Heat ſeem'd to abate; they kept 
at a greater Diſtance, and did not dare to approach the 
Chriſtians; which the Knight no ſooner perceiy'd, than 

being willing to make his Advantage of that Beginning 
of a Victory, by which he plainly ſaw the Courage of 
his Men effectually increas'd, he gave them Orders to 
grapple with the ſtrongeſt of the Enemy's Ships. He 
was immediately obey'd, and was the firſt that flung him- 
ſelf into it, being follow'd by a Company of Volunteers, 
and ſome brave Soldiers, who after his Example behav'd 
themſelves like Heroes: For almoſt at the very firſt Grapple 


a handful of Men were ſeen to cover the Deck with the 


Bodies of the Barbarians. 

THE Knight appear'd to be ſomething more than 
Man: He ſeem'd to be in ten or twelve Places at one 
and the ſame Time, ſo active and ready he was to ſuc- 
cour the one and the other, when they ſtood in need 
of it, In ſhort, theſe two illuſtrious Captains, after ſix 
or ſeven Hours ſharp Engagement, (during which Time 
it is eaſie to believe they met with many Opportunities to 
ſignalize themſelves, the Veſſels lying almoſt all the Time 
Side by Side) ſunk one of the Enemies, and ſet up the 
Standard of Malta in the other two. Gourdan, who till 
then was ſo full of himſelf, as not to believe there was 
a Man upon the Sea equal to him, was in great Ap- 
prehenſion, after what he had ſeen, leſt the Reputation 
of this young Hero ſhou'd out-ſhine his own, and one 
Day eclipſe the Glory he had acquir'd ever ſince he firſt 
commanded on the Sea, He had ſeen him more than once 
enter the Ships of theſe Barbarians, make all truckle be- 
fore him that dar d to reſiſt; ſcatter, break thro', and cut 
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to Pieces every Mortal that ſtood in his Way to compleat 
Victory. In fine, he was ſenſible that to him almoſt all 
the Honour of the Fight was due. As his Sentiments 
were none of the juſteſt, he cou'd not forbear being jea- 


lous of him; and this Jealouſy hinder'd him from reliſhing 


ſo perfectly as he ought the Joy of being Conqueror. 


THE Knight had been wounded with a Zagaye. His 


Wound was grievous, but not mortal; and he found him- 
ſelf oblig d to keep his Bed for ſome Days. Gourdan was 
no ſooner inform'd thereof, than he paid him a Viſit, to 
Expreſs to him as well gs he cou'd the Concern he had 
for the Accident. adding to the Compliment all the Com- 
mendations and Praiſe ſuch a Man as he, who was jens 
lous of the Knight's Glory, was capable of giving. But 
this young Hero, who was as modeſt as brave, declin'd 
them all very handſomly, attributing to him the whole 
Succeſs of the Action. He only did Juſtice to ſome of his 
People, who had diſtinguiſh's themſelves moſt, without 
making the leaſt Mention of what he had done himſelf, 
It was reſolvd between them to return to Malta, as well 
to refit, as to ſell their Prizes: But as upon the Sea the 
Winds are Maſters of our Reſolutions, a Calm which be- 
fel them the Day following oppos'd their Deſign for 


three Weeks together, and made a very tedious Voyage 


of that which with another Wind they wou'd have eaſi- 
ly perform'd in three Days, 

THE Knight's Wound did not confine him long to 
his Bed; wherefore {» ſoon as he found himſelf ſtrong 
enough to walk about, a Fancy came in his Head to go 
ſce the Prizes along with Gourdan, who was come that 
Day to make him a Viſit, He found them both to be 
- conſiderable, for the Number of Perſons that were on 
board, as well Turks, as Moors of both Sexes, which is 
a Merchandize that in a Chriſtian Country goes off well 
enough. 

AT their Return Gourdan's Lieutenant, who was a 
Friend to the Knight, and but little pleas'd with bis Cap 
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tain, ſtaid behind with the former; and as they were talk- 
ing of theſe Prizes, he told him, that he had not ſeen 
what was molt valuable amongſt them. It was a Turkiſh 
Woman, who was ſaid to be a Perſon of Conſideration, 
and withal one of the moſt beautiful Women that ever 


had been ſeen. The Knight was very much ſurpriz d 


that Captain Gourdan had taken no Notice of her to him, 
and judg'd very well that it was a Trick of an old crafty 
Corſaire. This Procedure nevertheleſs was as far from 
pleaſing him, as it was from being juſt and honour- 
able; but the Lieutenant told him, that he ought nor to 
make a Wonder of it in a Man who had never hardly 
known what it -was to obſerve even with his beſt Friends 
the common Rules of Juſtice, any more than thoſe of Honour, 
He then related to him how Gourdan had in the Night con- 
vey'd this Woman from the Ship, wherein ſhe was taken, 
into his own Veſſel, where he had committed her to the Cu- 
ſtody of a Moor who was an Eunuch, and had been a conſi- 
derable Time in his Service; and that he was become fo 
much in Love with her, and fo jealous withal, that he 
wou'd not ſuffer any Perſon whoever to ſee her. He moreover 
added, that he had been inform'd by the fame Moor, that 
this beautiful Slave had ſo great an Averſion for him, not 
only becauſe he was one of the uglieſt Men in the World, 
but alſo becauſe he had at the very firſt us'd Violence to- 
wards her, and treated her unworthily, that ſhe was re- 
ſoly'd even to die, rather than to yield in the leaſt to his 
Deſires, The Kaight, rouch'd with Pity (the natural Paſ- 
ſion of a generous Mind) for the unhappy Captive, who 
moreover was a Lady of extraordinary Beauty, and a 
Perſon of a ſuperior Rank, which are Qualities that always 
carry with them their own Recommendations, form'd 
immediately a thouſand Deſigns in Favour of her, and 
told Gourdan's Lieutenant, that he wou'd viſit his Cap- 


tain the next Day, in order to reproach him with the 


Treaſure he conceal'd from him, hoping thereby at leaſt 
to oblige him to ſhew a better Treatment to this un- 
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happy Turk, and to ſend her back in the Veſſel in which 
ſhe had been taken. But this was what the Lieutenant 
(who was well acquainted with the Humour of the Com- 
mander) aſſur d him he wou'd find a great deal of Difficulty 
to obtain from a Man who was both amorous and bru- 
tiſh. However the Knight did not fail, as he had ſaid, 
to go and Viſit him the next Day. Gourdan receiv'( 
him very well, careſs'd him, and entertain d him on ſe- 
veral Subjects; but took not the leaſt Notice of the 
beautiful Slave. The Knight put him two or three times 
on purpoſe upon that Topick, yet ſtil] to no purpoſe; but 
at laſt loſing all Patience, he ask'd him laughing, and by 
the way of Rallery, if he knew what was become of a 
moſt beautiful Turk, who, as he had been told, was in 
the Grand Prize; ſeeming to be much ſurpriz'd that he 
had not ſeen her in the Inſpection they had made toge- 
ther, and more ſtil that he himſelf had made no Men- 
tion to him of her, The amorous Corſaire, who was 
the haughtieſt and moſt paſſionate Man in the World, 
which Qualities do not agree very well with Love, took 
as an Inſult what the Knight ſaid to him. He chang'd 
his Countenance, and without looking him in the Face, 
anſwer'd him abruptly, that he knew not of what Wo- 
man he ſpoke; that they had ſeen enow in the Prizes; 
that it was true, he had one in his Veſſel, who had not more 
Beauty than the reſt, however if that gave him any Un- 
eaſineſs, there were enow left for him, and that he 
might go and pleaſe himſelf, The Knight, who was ve- 
ry little fatisfy'd with this Anſwer, reply'd very gravely, 
that he look'd upon every thing in thoſe two Veſſels to 
be fo ſacred, by the Laws of Partnerſhip into which they 
had enter'd, that he did not believe, that either of the 
two had a Right to take any Thing whatever out of 
them without the Conſent of the other, til) ſuch Time as 
they came to a Partition. Gourdan, who was the leaſt 
reaſonable of all Mankind, knew not what Anſwer to 
make, but quitting him without a Reply, took a Turn 

upon 
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upon the Quarter-Deck, leaving the Knight behind in his 
Cabbin to arm himſelf with all his natural Mildneſs againſt 
the Reſentment which this brutiſh Fellow's rough Uſage 
began to awaken in his Soul, In the End, he reſolv'd to 
try whether he cou'd not by mere dint of Civility bring 
him to Reaſon. He therefore follow'd him, and embra- 
cing him with an Air of Tenderneſs capable of working 
on the moſt brutiſh Minds, I have no Deſign, ſaid he to 
him, to diſpute this beautiful Slave with you, ſince you 
are already poſſeſe d of her; it is a Merchandize with which 
I wou'd not willingly clog myſelf; but I hope you won't 
refuſe me at leaſt the Pleaſure of ſeeing her. The old 
Tar was here more deaf than ever; The Requeſt had in 
it ſomething too nice, and he was not willing to expoſe. 
to the Eyes of ſo handſome a young Gentleman all that he 
held moſt dear in the World; fo that keeping on his Pace, 
he gave the young Sportſman to underſtand, that the 
Game was not for him. This odd. Behaviour put the Knight 
into a Doubt, whether he ought to reſent it, or rather 
make a Jeſt of it. You are, ſaid he, looking at him with 
a Countenance which had more of Pity in it than of An- 
ger, the moſt unjuſt Man in the World, Few Perſons in 
my Caſe wou'd be contented with what J ask of you, 
and yon refuſe me even that: Well, Sir, live after your own 
Way; keep your Slave, and make much of her. Perbaps 
one Day you may be weary of her, and then 1 may be 
permitted to fee her. Having faid theſe Words, he left 
bim, and retir'd to his own Ship. 

A few Days after he ſent him Word, that purſuant to 
his Advice and Example, he was going on board the 
Prizes to make choice of a Woman to bear him Company 
likewiſe: But in reality it was to be inform'd by ſome one 
among them, who that Perſon was that the old Thief had 
thus ſtow'd up in his Veſſel; and it luckily fell out that he 
addreſs'd hiraſelf to one who had ſerv'd her a long Time. 


Taking her therefore along with him, he ſhew'd her more 


Civility thana Woman in her preſent Circumſtances cou'd 
O 4 reaſonably 
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reaſonably have expected. He made her fit down at Table 
with him, and treated her after ſuch a Manner, that the 
poor Slave was in ſome Confuſion. She was neither young 
nor beautiful, and cou'd not attribute ſo much Favour to 
any thing but the mere Generoſity of the young Captain, 
whoſe handſome Mien anſwer'd ſufficiently for the Since. 
rity of his Actions. He put her inſenſibly on the Hiſtory 
of her Miſtreſs, for ſo ſhe prov'd to be; and as ſhe did 
not want Wir, ſhe was capable of ſatisfying the Knight's 
Curioſity, She inform'd him, that her Miſtreſs was a Wo- 
man whom the King of Tamaran bad lov'd paſſionately, 
and who out of ſome Scruple of Conſcience was going in 
Pilgrimage to Mecca, The Knight, who knew that Per- 


ſons of that Quality had uſually weighty Reaſons to ob- 


lige them to thoſe Exceſſes of Devotion, ask'd her ſmiling, 
whether ſhe had learn'd the true Motive of ſo extraordinary 


2 Piety; and ſeeing her in the Humour to conceal nothing 


from him, he defir'd her to relate to him the whole Hiſto- 
ry of her Miſtreſs's Adventures, not doubting but in the 


Devotion of a Woman of that Character there wou'd be 
found ſomething very agreeable. Raxie (for ſo was this Slave 


call'd) was ſo well fatisfy'd with the Knight, that ſhe wou'd 
readily have gratify 'd him in Things moredifficult than what 
he requeſted of her, ſo that without waiting for any fur- 
ther Intreaty, ſhe began her Narrative after this manner. 
TAMARAN, ſays ſhe, is at preſent a Kingdom, where 
Love reigns more abſolutely than ever he did either in Cy- 
prus, or Granada. Gallantry is there become ſo familiar, 
that it is almoſt as natural to be a Gallant, as to be born. 


_ "Tis telling you all in a Word, to let you know that from 


thoſe of fifteen, to thoſe of ſixty, from the greateſt Man 
in the Kingdom, down to the moſt inconſiderable Shepherd, 
every one enjoys his natural Freedom. I can't tell whether this 
proceeds from the Nature of the Climate, or from our Con- 
ſtitutions; I rather believe it ariſes from the Influence of 
Example: Subjects, like Kingdoms, are ſuch as their Prin- 


ces make them; and he of Tamaran being one of the 
TT Princes 
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Princes in the World the moſt addicted to Gallantry, it is 
no Wonder if the ſame Humour prevails throughout all his 
Dominions. But to come to the Point before us, you muſt 
know that this King, from the Moment he was advanced 
to the Throne, became paſſionately in Love with my Mi- 
ſtreſs. Hattige (for that is her Name) is one of the moſt 
beautiful Women that the Eyes of Man ever beheld. She is 
the Daughter of a Janiſary, and was marry'd to a Man of 
Merit, who had Eſtate enough to make her happy, if the 
Quality of Miſtreſs to a King had not been preferable in 
the Eyes of her Ambition, to the Felicity of a private For- 
tune. In ſhort, the good Man was forced to comfort him- 
ſelf with the Honour the King had a mind to do him, who 
added to the Title he gave him an Employment out of the 
Kingdom, for which he was not much oblig'd to him,. 
and which he wou'd willingly have declin'd, 
MY Miſtreſs, haughty and beautiful as ſhe is, - knew 
how to make the moſt of her Market, and to put the 
higheſt Value upon a Conqueft of that Importance. It is 
true, ſhe was never reckon'd to have a great deal of Wit: 
But then ſhe had a certain Dexterity peculiar to our Sex. 
which more than ſupplies her Deficiency of Wit, and 
which, with ſome engaging Ways ſhe knows how to make 
uſe of, render'd her ſo amiable to the Monarch, that no 
Prince ever loy'd ſo much as he did. He cou'd not live with- 
out her. All his Thoughts center'd:in her: Inſomuch that 
ſhe drew from him all the Advantages which a Woman 
who knows the World, and how to purſue her on Ends, 
was capable of procuring. It was ſhe in ſome meaſure 
who govern'd the Kingdom, and to whom every Body 
made their Court; and whoever wanted either Favours or 
Rewards, were to apply themſelves to Hartige; nothing 
was granted without her Approbation, She was the Canal 
through which all the King's Bounties flow'd. This has been 
ſeen. in other Times, and may till be ſeen at this Day, but 
not after the ſame Manner; for one may ſay, without ex- 
aggerating too much, that the King of Tamaran * 
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his Crown, to put it on the Head of Hattigé. From the 
very firſt Day he ſaw her, he loy'd her even to Deſpera- 
tion. 'Now as it always happens that great Elevations raiſe 
many Enemies, and create infinite Jealouſies, few of the 
great Men at Court had any Kindneſs for my Miſtreſs, But 
of all her Oppoſers, the moſt conſiderable as well as the 
moſt dangerous was Oſman, firſt Aga, and the King's Fa- 
II is very rare that two Perſons of that kind, a Fa- 
vourite, and a Miſtreſs, remain long in Friendſhip together; 
becauſe each of em coveting to have the Aſcendant over 
the Heart of their Maſter, and govern his Will, they uſu- 
ally ſtrive to ruin each other: There are ſome indeed whoſe 
Malignancy is govern'd by Policy; but thoſe of whom 1 
| ſpeak, attack d one another openly, by an innate Pride 
which ſought to diſplay and make publick the Advantage 
they had each over the other. The King, who was a pru- 
dent Man, and of an eaſy quiet Temper, did not ſuf- 
fer himſelf to be led away by either Party; he did not 
believe any Report the one made to the Diſadvantage of 
the other, till at laſt Oſman, who had already rais'd ſeve- 
ral Batteries to no purpoſe againſt his Rival, took a Fancy 
to make Tryal of the Mind of the Monarch on the Point 
of Jealouſy, which is the great and moſt dangerous Rock 
of the moſt paſſionate Lovers, He therefore made it his 
Buſineſs to pry narrowly into Hattige's Conduct, to try if 
from thence he cou'd raiſe any ſure Foundation to begin 
upon; knowing very well that his Maſter, captivated as 
he was with the Charms of my Miſtreſs, was not eaſily 
to be undeceiv'd; and that ſhe, who was Deceit and Cun- 
ning itſelf, wou'd eaſily find Means to clear herſelf, it the 
Crime wherewith ſhe was to be charg'd was not evident 
and clear to a Demonſtration, WON: > 

AS my Miſtreſs was a Woman that cou'd not be in- 
ſenfible to the Calls of Nature, and her illuſtrious Lover 
making his Vifits with leſs Fervency in the Progreſs than 
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but too often even to thoſe who are the moſt fond, 
it was not unlikely but that ſhe might, in Compliance 
with the Importunities of her Complexion, ſeek out 
for foreign Supplies. This was at leaſt the Thought of 
the Aga, and by the Sequel you will ſee he was not mi- 
ſtaken. | 

THE Title of Miſtreſs, and Fayourite Miſtreſs too, (for 
our Kings have always of all forts) gives, together with the 
Power they enjoy, a great Liberty in the Seraglio; and 
Hattige taking till more than was allow'd her, liv'd there 
almoſt like a Sovereign, All was at her Command, and 
no Body dar'd to contradict her. But the Aga, who was 
ſomewhat move to be fear'd than ſhe, was not leſs con- 
ſider d there; and Money compaſſing all things, it was 
not long before he had placed his Spies there, who pro- 
mis'd to give him a faithful Account of the Actions of 
my Miſtreſs, 55 | 

HOW glorious ſoever it may be for an ambitious Wo- 
man to ſee every Day at her Feet the Perſon who is above 
all the reſt, yet Monarchs are very much miſtaken if they 
imagine they have only to do with faithful Miſtreſſes. Love 
only, , invincible Love, is able to fix the Heart of a Wo- 
man. Ambition, unleſs influenced by Love, is a Stranger to 
Fidelity. Hattige lov'd the King with a Love common to 
all mercenary Miſtreſſes, that is to ſay, ſhe lov'd him as much 
as Sovereign Power cou'd make her loye a Man who had 
placed her above the reſt of her Sex, Her Soul was full 
of that exterior Splendor, whilſt her Heart pin'd inwardly 
for an Object to be belov'd for Love itſelf, When a Wo- 
man once entertains, ſuch Reflections as theſe, it is ten to 
one if ſhe contains herſelf long within the narrow Bounds of 
her Duty, It was impoſſible at leaſt for Hatrige not to 
ſtray a little from it; and while ſhe was ſeeking for ſome 
one worth her deſcending from the high Rank ſhe held, 
ſhe, caft her Eyes upon Rajep, who was Nephew to the 
Kiog's chief Gardiner, ES 
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THIS Rajep was a handſome Man, Young, and Vigo- 
rous, and had before been the Choice of other Women, 


with whom he had eftabliſh'd ſuch a Reputation, as ren- 
der'd him the Sex's Favourite. Hattige had beheld him 


twice or thrice in the Performance of the Exerciſes ap- 


Pointed for the Diverſion of the Ladies of the Seraglio; 
who are permitted to behold them from their Windows. 
Theſe Exerciſes are perform'd by Men, who engage with 
wild Beaſts; and Rajep being mighty well experienced in 
this Kind of War, never appear'd upon the Place, but he 
made himſelf admir'd. Every Body with Pleaſure ap- 
Plauded, him,. and every Stroke he gave, which always 
prov'd mortal, drew Shouts of Joy from all the Aſſembly, 


and by degrees penetrated into the very Heart of my Mi- 


ſtreſs. It ſometimes happens upon theſe Occaſions, that 
Women are touch'd with the real Merit of the Man, at 
leaſt it ſo happen d at this Time. She had a feeling Senſe 
ot all theſe Applauſes, and felt in the very Bottom of her 
Soul, the Honour that was done to Rajep., She never came 
from theſe Shows, but ſhe fell into a certatn - Melancholy, 
which made her very penſive even in the Preſence of the 
King. She cou'd neither eat nor ſleep. This gave fo much 
Uneaſineſs to the amorous Prince, who examin'd into 
the minuteſt Things that related tothe Health or Pleaſure of 
his Miſtreſs, that he ſuffer d more than ſhe did, when he ſaw 
her Janguiſh after this manner, He could not imagine what 
ſhe ail'd; and he took it ſo much to Heart, that the whole 
Quiet of his Mind depended thereon. ' The Evil increas'd 
on the Part of the amorous Dame; and this Paſſion at laſt 
gain'd ſuch an Aſcendant in her Soul, that it quite chang'd 
her. The good King redoubled his Careſſes, as well as his 
Officiouſneſs and Liberalities, and if it had been poſſible, 
he would likewiſe have redoubled his Love. He intreated 
her continually, if ſhe lov'd him, to impart to him the 
Cauſe of her Uneaſineſs; and proteſted to her, That if her 
Peace and Happineſs were to be purchaſed, tho' - the 
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Price of his Life, he was ready without any Heſitation to 
Gcrifice it'to her. So noble a Paſſion ought to have re- 
caim'd' the Heart of this falſe Woman, if it had been poſ- 
ſible for her to make any Returns to it. But nothing would 
ſerve her Turn but Rajep; Rajep was in her Eyes the moſt 
charming and the moſt accompliſh'd Perſon in the World, 
She conſider d the Royal Bounties as no leſs than her due, 
at leaft thought them ſufficiently repaid by the exterior 
Acknowledgments ſhe return'd for them, and that it her 
Heart did not accompany it, ſhe conſider d that not as 
her Fault, but the King's, who had not known how to 
in it. - hs | | | 
THIS is the Fate of the greateſt Monarchs, when 
they lay aſide their Majeſty, and become Lovers, Their 
Condeſcention and Familiarity render them by degrees ſo 
cheap in the Eyes of their Miſtreſſes, that at laſt they con- 
ſider them as other Men. The amorous Hattige, poſſeſs d 
with ſo extraordinary a Paſſion, pin d away without knows= 
ing what Remedy to apply to her Malady. Zara, a' Greek 
Slave; who had always had a greater Share in her Con- 
fidence than any one elſe, would fain have penetrated into 
her Heart, in order to find out the true Cauſe of her Grief. 
She heard her ſigh continually, and judg'd, like an old and 
experienced Woman, that if it was not Love, it did not 
want much of it. She was not over-eager, as another leſs 
skilful wou'd have been, to force out her Secret: But con- 
form'd herſelf ſo perfectly well to her manner of living, that 
ſhe neither eat, nor ſlept, but cry'd, ſigh'd, and walk d diſ- 
conſolately up and down, juſt as ſhe obſerv'd the other to 
do. My Miſtreſs at laſt, after divers Obſervations thereof, 
ask'd her for what Reaſon ſhe afflicted herſelf after that 
manner, Alas! if you knew, Madam, reply'd the truſty 
Matron, ſighing, if you knew, ſaid ſhe with an Air of 
profound Sadneſs, to what Danger you expoſe yourſelf --- 
But, added ſhe as by way of Reflection, this is what I 
ought not to tell you, ſince you have ſo little Confidence 


in me, Thou art in the wrong to complain of that, re- 


ply'd 
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ply'd Hattige ſmiling, for thou know'ſtivery well, that no- 
body ever penetrated ſo far as thou haſt done into the Se. 
crets of my Heart: True, Madam, ſaid the old Woman, 
*cill of late, but that perhaps was, becauſe you had nothing 
in your Heart that was worth making a Secret of. But at 
preſent it may be proper to make Tryal of my Fidelity, 
and give me an Opportunity of ſerving you, either with 
my Advice, or Addreſs; you keep your Thoughts to your 
ſelf, as if you had not Zara with you; Zara, who loves 
you, if ſhe may take the Freedom to ſay ſo, more than 
her Life, and would make no Difficulty to expoſe herſelf 
to any Danger for your Sake. For in ſhort, what is it ails 
you, what can you deſire, wherein I may not be of uſe 
to you? And why therefore will you not confide in me? 
Thou ſpeak'ſt, faid the Lady interrupting her, as if thou 
coud'ſt read in my Heart was paſſes there. And do you 
think that a hard Matter to be 'done, notwithſtanding all 
your Endeayours to conceal it? I only wonder the King 
has not already diſcover'd it; and I even tremble when I 
hear you ſigh in his Preſence: For after all, what is it you 
can want to compleat your Happineſs ; unleſs. it be that he 
loves you too well, and that you don't love him? there is 
nothing in the World you can deſire, that you are not pol- 
ſeſs d of already. I ſpeak ſincerely, Madam; I dread leſt 
your Melancholy at laſt ſhould give him ſome Suſpicion, 
and what then think you may be the Event? This is the 
Occaſion of the Uneaſineſs you obſerye in me. Thou art 
in the Right, my poor Zara, reply'd Hattige ſighing, who 
ſeem'd to be touch'd with the Affection of fo faithful a 
Slave; and if 1 thought thee fo ſincere, as that I might 
with Safety diſcloſe my very Soul to thee, ] can eaſily be- 
lieve thou wouldſt help me to regulate the preſent unruly 
Motions of my Heart. If you queſtion my Fidelity, re- 
ply'd Zara, be ſtill ſilent, and do not oblige me againſt my 
Will to keep a Secret; and yet know, continu'd ſhe, that 
from my firſt Admiſſion into the Seraglio, forty Years 
ago, I have always, paſs d for à Pattern of — 
| aye 


2 rr. Oo 


1 _—E— VT” — — Er SD” 


The BEAUTIFUL TURK. 303 


have ſerv'd all the intriguing Ladies in it; and I could tell 
you fine Paſſages, if we were at preſent at leiſure for that 
purpoſe. In a word, Madam, I knov? very well that Iam 
what you want : Make uſe of me therefore I ſay once 
again, and as ſoon as poſſible; for it is a downright Tor- 
ment to me to ſee you in this languiſhing Condition, My 
Miſtreſs, who had already a good Opinion of Zara, and 
who was fully. ſatisfy'd ſhe was abſolutely neceſſary to her, 
ſoon came to a Reſolution to conceal nothing from her, 
But the better to ave her Modeſty, ſhe diſclos d herſelf in 
this manner, 5 | 
. THOU know'ſt, ſaid ſhe, that I had a Brother who 
lov'd me exceedingly, and was with the moſt tender Af- 
fection beloved by me from my Infancy. My Father, ap- 
prehending ſome evil Conſequence from fo ſtrong an In- 
clination as we had for each other, thought it proper to 
rt us, and ſent him to Candia, from whence he neyer 
return'd, It is impoſſible to ſhed more Tears than I did 
upon this cruel Separation, and I am every Day ſtill to ſeek 
how to- comfort myſelf for the Loſs of him. But that is 
not the preſent Caſe. It is, my dear Zara, continu'd ſhe 
ſighing, That I have ſeen a Man fo very like that dear 
Brother, in Mein, Stature, Actions, Features; in fine, ſo 
much the very He, that I thought I really ſaw him; -and 
I had without doubt concluded it was he, if I had not 
been inform'd that it was the chief Gardiner's Nephew ----= 
Who, Rajep? ſaid Zara interrupting her. Yes, Rajep in- 
deed, reply'd Hattige; thou may'ſt eaſily believe, I cou'd 
not ſee this Man, without feeling my Grief revive, even 


to the piercing of my very Soul. But what is moſt vexa- 


tious, and what I am almoſt aſham'd to tell thee, is, that 
by the effect of a ſtrange Sympathy, the ſame Inclinations 
I had for that Brother follow'd the Reſemblance; and the 
Sight of this Man, at the ſame Time that it drew Tears 
from my Eyes, forced from me Sighs which could not 
come but from the Heart. In fine, what wou'dſt thou 


have me tell thee more? I plainly fee that I am an un- 


bappy 
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happy Woman, and that it is my Fate there to love only 
Where it will be criminal to be beloved. 0 

Ax theſe Words ſome Tears dropp'd from her Eyes, 
which the officious Zara endeavour'd to ſtop. No, no, pur. 


ſu'd ſhe, I know there is no other Remedy but Death. 


To die for Love, Madam, reply'd Zara, is out of Faſhion; 
do not pretend to a Virtue that is not of this Age. But 
what wouldſt thou have me then do? Let me firſt know, 
ſaid the Matron, what it is you defire. Hattigs pauſed 
a-while, without doubt to give her Time to gueſs at her 
Deſires. Would you, purſu'd ſhe, have me procure you a 
Sight of Rajep? wou'd you have me bring him to your 
Apartment? That ----- Ah, my dear Zara, cry'd the a- 
morous Dame, embracing her tenderly, how agreeably doſt 
thou ſooth thoſe ſoft Ideas of my Soul? I ſhall owe thee 
more than Life for ſuch a Service; but I ſhould be in too 
great a Fear for thee, and had rather die a thouſand Deaths 
than thou ſhou'dſt run the leaſt Hazard for my ſake. Be 
under no Apprehenſion on that Account, reply'd the Slave: 
I have a long Practice to depend upon. Write me only a 
Note to Rajep, to acquaint him with his good Fortune, 
and leave the reſt to me. My Miſtreſs hereupon, to en- 
courage her the more to ſerve her well, made her a Pre- 
ſent of a gold Chain, aſſuring her, that that was but an 
Farneſt of the Good ſhe intended to do her. Pen, Ink, and 
Paper were brought, and the Lady writ the following Bil- 
let to the happy Rajep. 5 | 
L OVE, like Fortune, ſometimes favours People when they 
leaſt think of it. A certain Lady deſires to ſee you. It is in a 
Place ſomewhat difficult of Acceſs ; but perhaps ſhe may de- 
e the Pains you will be at for her Sate. Thoſe Things 
which coſt 10ſt, are commonly moſt eſteem d. Prepare there- 
fore to purchaſe the Happineſs which is offer d you, and to pur- 
chaſe it at the Peril of your Life, It is well-known that you 
don't want Courage, and if Fortune is of your ſide, as Love 
is, jou will not be unhappy. 7” 
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ZAR A deliver'd this Billet to an Eunuch ſhe plac'd the 
ateſt Confidence in. She had divers of them for the 
like Errands, whoſe Fidelity ſhe purchas'd with good 
Sums of ready Money. She therefore took Care to inſtruct 
This in every Thing he had to do, and above all Things 
ſhe recommended Secrecy to him. But what Reliance is 
there on the Faith of People, who are always for the high- 
eſt Bidder? Zara's Pay was not comparable to that of the 
Aga ; and this Eunuch proving to be one of his Penſioners, 
without any Heſitation carry'd him this Billet, for which 
he hop'd to be duly recompenced. Oſman receiv'd it as the 
moſt agreeable Preſent cou'd be made him, and immedi- 
ately retir'd into his Cloſer, impatient to ſee what it con · 
tain'd; he open'd it, knew the Hand, and read it ſeveral 
Times over, with all the Pleaſure an Idea of Revenge can 
afford, when one is in the Way of being Maſter of the 
Life or Reputation of an Enemy. 

IT was ſome time before he cou'd come to a Reſolu- 
tion what was to be done; to copy the Billet only, was 
doing nothing; it is eaſy to difown what is not written 
in one's own Hand; and to keep it was to ſtop the Courſe 
of an Affair, which that it might be of Moment, and have 
its proper Conſequences, ought. to go further. In fine, ha- 
ving duly weigh'd every Thing, he concluded that the beſt 
way would be to keep the Original by him, after having 
taken a Copy of it, which he caus'd to be done by a Wo- 
man, and then ſent it to Rajep; who not *knowing either 
the Character, or the Perſon that writ to him, cou'd not 
fail of falling into the Snare which was laid for him. The 
faithful Meſſenger purſu'd his Errand ; found Rajep at home, 
and preſented the Billet to him. The Gallant, extremely 
pleas'd, and even proud of the Honour that was done him, 
would have been glad to have gone that Moment, to ſee 
what was requir'd of him. But his Hour was not yet come, 
He cou'd not imagine who the Lady ſhou'd be, that had 
ſo great a Liking for his Perſon. He gueſs'd at a great 
many. But this Eunuch belong'd to the Seraglio, and in 

all 


* 
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all likelihood the Billet ought to come from thence, and 
yet he knew no Body there. He cou'd never have ima- 


gin d that Hattige was the Perſon that was touch'd; ſhe 
being the proudeſt, as well as the fineſt Woman in the 


Kingdom, and withal, the King's Favourite. His Curio 


ſity wou'd have prompted him to have ask'd the Queſtion 
of the Eunuch, had he not been afraid of marring all by 
being too inquiſitive, as it frequently happens in the like 
Conjunctures. He therefore contented himſelf with ask- 
ing him a few Queſtions, to ſee whether he had any 

Thing elſe to ſay to him; and finding by his Replies, that 
the Billet was all he had to hope for that Time, he diſmiſs'd 
him with this Anſwer in Writing. 

NOTHING Is difficult io me, when a Lady is in the 
Caſe. It is the Duty of a Man of Honour to ſeek to oblige 
the Sex, and ſo particularly is it agreeable to me, that Life 
itſelf is of no Weight in Competition wth it. Gueſs, Madam, 
at my Tmpatience. Let me but be inform d of the Way Iam 
to take, aud no Obſtacles ſhall prevent me in the Courſe. I 
am on a Rack, till I have made the Attempt ; and if Fortune 
does as ſhe ought, I ſhall foon be where Love deſires me. 

THE Eunuch did not go from Rajep, without being 
well pay'd for the Pains he had taken to betray him: He 
preſented him! with a fine Diamond, in Acknowledgment 
whereof this honeſt Agent went and carry'd his Billet to the 
Aga, who, raviſh'd to ſee what he covered ſucceed ſo wel), 
eaus'd a Copy to be taken thereof, as he had of the other, 
and ſent it to Hattige. 

THE Joy of the amorous Lady was ſo great at the 
Return of the Eunuch, and eſpecially when ſhe had read 
Rajep's Anſwer, that the whole Seraglio was ſenſible of it. 
She embraced a thouſand Times her dear Zara; and there 
was not, even to the yery Eunuch, any Body but who 
partook of her Careſſes, and Liberality too. The next Day 
her Impatience prompted her to write another Billet ; and 
the ſame Eunuch, who had faithfully ſerv'd them before, 
was employ'd in this ſecond Meſſage, He carry'd —_— 
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wiſe to the Aga, who receiv'd it with the ſame Joy he had 
done the firſt; and having open'd it he found theſe Words. 

ONE need but ſee you, to be perſuaded of your Gallantry 3 
and that one runs no Riſque in being concern d with you. 


Make your Advantage of the good Opinion you inſpire ; do as 


the Moor ſhall direct you, and you will ſoon have Occaſion to 
return Thanks to Love. 
OSMAN, after he had read this Billet, ask'd the Eunuch 


the Particulars of this laſt Embaſſy, and he was inform'd - 
by him, that he carry'd to Rajep the Articles of a nocturnal | 


Meeting ; the Hour, and the Manner how this Gallant was 


to be introduced. He caus'd a Copy to be made of this 


Billet by the ſame Hand that copy'd the others; and then 
let the Moor purſue the Execution of his Commiſſion. Ra- 
jep: who did not expect his good Fortune ſhould travel at 
ſo great a Rate, took it kindly of his unknown Beauty, 
that ſhe fav'd him a great deal of Uneaſineſs, and return'd 
an Anſwer conceiv'd in the Terms following. 


WH ATEVER you may have obſerv'd in me, Madam, I 


have not Vanity enough to believe I have deſerv'd the Favour 


you are pleas'd to do me. J owe it mtively to your Bounty; and 


if I have any Thing worthy of it, it is the extreme Paſſion I feel 
for jou. It is ſuch that it wou d have kill'd me, had you delay d 
any longer to grant me the Happineſs of ſeeing you. 1 ſhall punc- 
tually obey my Orders; and if 1 fail of Succeſs, it ſhall not be for 
want of Love, but Fortune, which ought to be on my ſide, if it 


_favours the moſt Zealous, as well as the moſt Couragious. 


THE Aga was very well pleas'd to have this Billet 
likewiſe, which he caus'd alfo to be copy'd; and he order'd 
the Eunuch to come and acquaint him, as ſoon as Rajep 
ſhou'd have enter'd the Seraglio; which he did very punc- 
tually, It was one a Clock ia the Morning when he came 
to give him Advice thereof, The Hour was a little un- 
ſeaſonable to carry it to the King; but the Opportunity 
was too delicate to be neglected. The King, much ſur- 
priz'd to ſee him enter his Chamber, faid, What Oſman, 
not yet in Bed ? Theſe are Hours fit only for happy _— 

| Who 


308 The BEAUTITVUL Turk. 

Who knows, reply'd the Aga, but that ſome Love- Affi 
has brought me hither? You come too late, faid the King; 
and I have already far d ſo deliciouſly, that I wou'd not 
riſe to any other Banquet. Hear me, continu'd he, per- 
celving Oſman had a mighty Deſire to interrupt him, and 
let me relate to you one part of the Pleaſure I have enjoyd 
this Nigtt, and which I ſhou'd not reliſh perfectly, if! 
did not communicate it to you. Know then that Harrige, 
whom, in ſpite of all the Hatred you bear her, you muſt 
acknowledge to be one of the moſt beautiful Women you 
ever law, has of late been fo ſtrangely oppreſs'd with Me- 
lancholy, that nothing we cou'd think on has been able to 
divert her, 1 have ask'd her a thouſand Times with the 
greateſt Importunity the Cauſe of it, but cou'd never pre- 
vail with her to diſcloſe it to me. Inſomuch that I believe 
the Mortification and Grief her Tears had reduced me to, 
began to endanger my Life ; When To-day, more charm- 
ing to my Eyes, and more beautiful than ever, tho' there 
appear d ſtill in her Face a languiſhing Wanneſs, which ſuf- 
ficiently diſcover'd her Heart was not at Eaſe; taking Pity 
of the Condition ſhe ſaw me in, My Lord, ſaid ſhe, em- 
bracing me with an extreme Tenderneſs, I plainly ſee what 
you ſuffer for my Sake; if my own Life was only con- 
cern'd, I could die a thouſand times, before I wou'd diſcloſe 
to you what it is that ſo much afflicts me: but fearing leſt 
your, Health, which is much more dear to me, ſhou'd be in 
Danger thereby, I can no longer conceal from you the Subject 
of my Uneaſineſs. I muſt tell you then, that it has all proceed- 
ed only from a Deam I had ſome time fince, and which left 
ſo ſtrong an Impreſſion on my Mind, that all I cou'd do has 
not been able to blot out the Idea thereof. Here ſhe ſtop'd, 
being interrupted by the Vehemency of her Sighs and Tears, 
from which ſhe could not refrain, till I preſs'd her with more 
Vehemence than ever to proceed: Alas, continu'd ſhe ſigh- 
ing, ſhall I not myſelf, by relating it, contribute to the Ac- 
compliſhment of ſo fatal a Prediction? I dreamt, my Lord, 
that 1 faw you in the Arms of Roukia, the Wife of _ 
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chief Gardener, without being able either by my Tears or 


Reproaches to force you from them, Will you be ſo falſe, 
and perfidious? Will nothing divert the cruel Stroke with 
which Heaven threatens me? Be ſo bountiful as to beſtow 
Death on me, rather than let me live to ſee that fatal Day. 
Here her Grief ſeiz'd her again with greater Force than ever, 
and ſhe almoſt fainted away in my Arms. Thou may'ft 
believe, dear Oſman, that I ſaid all I cou'd think of to bring 
her to her ſelf, and to fortify her againſt the Impreſſions 
of a Dream, which thou knoweſt has nor the leaſt like · 
lhood of a Truth. I have many Times heard Roukia 
mention d in Diſcourſe ; but how great ſoever the Report 
of her Beauty has been, and whatever has been ſaid to me 
in Commendation of it, I never had Curioſity enough to 
ſee her, becauſe I was fully fatisfy'd with the lovely Har- 
tige, for whom I was always willing to preſerve myſelf 
intirely, But to conclude, thou muſt know, that' I have 
ſo well ſucceeded with her, by dint of paſſionate Vows and 
Arguments, that at laſt l have undeceiv'd her, and cur'd her 


intirely of all thoſe falſe Suſpicions of Perfidiouſneſs which 


ſhe had entertain'd of me: Her former Gayety is return'd, 
and our firſt mutual Tranſports: I left her this Night later 
than ordinary, and indeed more in Love with her than ever. I 
am but juſt come from her, and to ſpeak the Truth I had 
much ado to leave her. One Minute more, was the Word 
every time ſhe ſaw me upon the Point of going; one Mo- 
ment drew on another, and every laſt Moment was the 
moſt rapturous and tranſporting. I ſhou'd never have done, 
was I to tell thee all that has paſt ; and thou know'ſt there 
are ſome Myſteries in Love which are not to be reveal'd, 
But tell me, was ever any Woman ſo ſtrongly alarm'd at 
2 Dream? How fervent muſt her Love be, who has en- 
dur'd ſo much, and ſo long, without daring to unboſom 
herſelf to me? It is true, my Lord, anſwer'd the Aga with a 
ſerious Air, what you tell me may very well ſurprize me, 
but not perhaps after the manner you imagine. Give me 
leave to tell you, that a Man for whom I have an extreme 

Reſpect, 
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Reſpect, and even the utmoſt Veneration, happening, like 
vou, to be paſſionately in Love, made me one Day the 
Confident of ſome Moments of Pleaſure that had paſsd 
between him and his Miſtreſs; he told me ſhe had feaſted 


him with whatever the moſt tender and tranſporting Lore 


cou'd communicate of ſoft and alluring, and that he did 
not believe there was in the World a more happy Lover, 
nor a more ſincere as well as beautiful Miſtreſs. How much 
wou'd you be deceiv'd, faid I to him, if all theſe mighty 
Tranſports of Love and Tenderneſs are no better than a Poi- 
ſon prepar'd to lull you aſleep, whilſt this ſincere and beau- 
tiful Miftreſs is revelling in the Arms of another? My Lord, 
continu'd the Aga, there was nothing ſo true as what ! 
told him. That Man might, if he had ſo pleas'd, have 
been an Eye-witneſs of what I ſaid. I cou'd have ſhewn 
him his Miſtreſs proſtituting herſelf, to a Man as much be- 
neath him, as *tis poſſible for a Subject to be below his 
Sovereign. Oſman, Oſman, reply'd the King, you ſhall 
not make me jealous. I will allow, continu'd he looking 
at him with a great Attention, that what you ſay may 
have happen'd , For Women are frail and perfidious by Na- 
ture: but what is all this to my Hattige, I am but too well 
fatisfy'd, that her Heart has no Deſires but what center in 
me. And yet it is of you, my Lord, ſaid the Aga, that 
I now ſpeak ; and ſince I ought to let my Sovereign know 
every Thing that concerns his Honour, you yourſelf are in- 
jur'd in the manner I have been juſt deſcribing. Hattigi, 
the charming Harztige who adores you, and whom you love 
ſo paſſionately, is betraying you this very Moment. The 
King quite amaz'd at ſo bold an Accuſation, fixing his 
Eyes fternly on the Aga; While your Invectives, Oſman, 
aid he, made free only with the Pride or exceſſive Ex- 
pences of Hattige, I heard them patiently, becauſe in Rea« 
lity there was ſomething true in what you charged her with ; 
but her Reputation being here concern'd, in which my 
own is ſo much intereſted, I ſhou'd judge you to be very 
criminal, if you attack'd her without being able to convict 


her, 
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her. The Aga remain'd filent, and ſuffer'd the King to 
purſue his Diſcourſe, which he did in this manner. It is 
now near three Years fince I firſt became acquainted with 
Hattige, in which time you ought to know her better than 
any one. If there was a Man in this Kingdom greater, 
or but as great as myſelf, I might perhaps apprehend ſome 
ſuch Thing. I ſay, perhaps, becauſe I very much queſti- 
on even then, whether ſhe wou'd betray me for another, 
But being proud to that Degree ſhe is, that ſhe ſhou'd ever 
ſtoop to any Thing below myſelf, is what I ſhall never 
believe, till you make me ſee it with my own Eyes. Don't 
I ſee, added he, how ſhe treats every Body, and that ſhe 
is the moſt ambitious Woman upon the Earth ? *Tis moſt 
certain that ſhe loves me; but I am perſuaded ſhe wou'd 
ſtill love me more, cou'd I any way attain to be greater than 
I am, becauſe nothing but Grandure can fill her haughty 
Soul, 1 knew very well, my Lord, reply'd the Aga, that 
being prepoſſeſs d as you are, or rather bewitch'd with this 
Woman, whatever I cou'd ſay to you would not make the 
leaſt Impreſſion upon you. Don't believe it, if you pleaſe, 
becauſe I ſay it, but come and behold the Truth of it with 
your own Eyes. And what will you ſhow me, cry'd the 


King quite tranſported, when I tell you that I am juft 


come from her Apartment, and that I have but this Mo- 
ment left her? Well, my Lord, reply'd the Aga, all that 
you ſay is true ; but it is no leſs fo, that if you pleaſe, you 
ſhall find her in her Chamber with another : Do but give 
yourſelf the Trouble of going thither. Ah! J am quite 
out of Patience, ſaid the incredulous Prince; But, Oſman, 
do you know to what Degree I ſhall reſent it, if you are 
not able to convict her of the Crime you lay to her Charge? 
I am ſure of what I ſay, reply'd the Aga without the leaſt 
Concern, and J am not at all afraid of your Indignation, 


ſince I am able to make good what I have offer'd. Here- 
upon the King taking his Turban and Sabre with him, 
went ſtrait to the Seraglio with Oſman, whom he held 


the Hand, as if he was afraid leſt he ſhould make bis E- 
= | ſcape, 
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ſcape. It is here, ſaid he to him, going in, that the Scene 

you have promis d is to be tranſacted, but take heed that you 
do not make yourſelf the Cataſtrophe of the Tragedy. The 
Asa reply'd, it was a Matter of Fact, which wou d ſoon 
de made plain and evident. The King, who ſaw him go 

on with ſo reſolute an Air, and with I know not what 
| Cheerfulneſs in his Countenance, like that of a Man who 
was preparing for ſome great Triumph, tho? he did not be- 
lieve him altogether, yet began to fear there might be 
ſomething in it. And what made him till the more ap- 
prehenſive, was that he knew Oſman to be a Man of 

good Senſe, little ſubject to Miſtakes, and one who would 
not raſhly imbark in ſuch an Enterpriſe, without know- 
ing very well what he was about; ſo that he knew not 
what to think of it. He would not for any thing give 
him ſuch an Advantage over his Miſtreſs, eſpecially after 
the Boaſts he had been making of her; ſo that he was 
thinking how to divert the Diſcovery, in caſe ſhe was cri- 
minal ; that js to ſay, from the Time they had enter'd the 
Seraglio, till they were at the very Door of Harrige's Apart- 
ment, where the whole Scene was to be open'd, he ſeem'd 
no longer to know whither he was going, nor what he 
was about. His Guide (who was ſo jeaious of his Ho- 
nour, and impatient to let him ſee his own Shame) was 
forced to puſh him forward, and to admoniſh him that 
there was no Time to be loſt, if he would be truely con- 


vinced of the Affront that was done him, and that if he 


joiter d any longer, the whole Seraglio would know of their 
being there. The King did not hear him, or at leaſt made 
as if he did not. He trifled away the Time in Precauti- 
ons which were of no uſe, in cauſing ſome Gates to be 
ſhut, for which there was no Occaſion, and yet cov'd not 
be done without making a great Noiſe ; in placing Guards, 
where there was no need of any; in calling People, that 
he might be heard; in fine, in making the Aga ſtark mad, 
who in vain repreſented to him that he ought not to ſtop 
at all, but go directly into Hartige's Apartment, He ad- 
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yanced one Step, and went back two. In fine, he acted 


ſo well, that the Gallant got the Wind of his being come, 


and had Time enough to make his Eſcape; inſomuch that 
when they came where the Lady was, they found the Bird 
was flown, and could perceive no other Marks of the 


amorous Treachery, than a Dreſs ſomething extraordinary, 


and very different from that the King had left her in, 
which was Evidence enough for any other Lover, leſs 
blinded with his Paſſion than he was. The ingenious Hat- 
ztigs ſoon found out Pretexts to excuſe thoſe Appearances, 


which ſeem'd to accuſe her of ſome no&turnal [atrigue ; 


and being willing to be before-hand on-that Subje& with 
the Monarch, ſhe told him that ſhe had been ſo pleas'd with 
him that Night, that having a Mind to charm him the 
next Day, more than ever, ſhe made a Tryal of ſome new 
Ornaments, and that he was come the moſt opportunely 
that cou'd be, to ſee the Effect thereof: That nevertheleſs 
ſo unforeſeen a Return and fo extraordinary a Viſit ſurpriz'd 
her a little, and that of Neceſſity, either the Paſſion he had 
for her muſt have increas'd very much on a ſudden, or elſe 
there muſt be ſome weighty and preſſing Reaſons, which 
ſhe could not gueſs at, and which abated ſomething of the 
Pleaſure ſhe had of ſecing him a ſecond Time. The King, 
ſomewhat perplex'd in his Soul at what he ſaw, made 
her an Anſwer cool enough, as if he was not fully ſatisfyd 
with this Excuſe, ſhewing in his Mein, that he took ſome 
Umbrage at the magnificent Dreſs he found her in; but 
yer he did not dare to condemn her, not thinking he had 
a ſufficient Ground fo to do. Oſman was all this while 
nettled to the quick for having miſs'd the Opportunity 
through the King's Inſenſiblity; he fate fretting himſelf 
even to Madneſs in a Room adjoyning, and vented his 
Paſſion in Imprecations againſt the Weakneſs of his Ma- 
ſer, and loaded him with all the i injurious Names he could 
think of, 

THE good Prince, who cou'd not reſiſt the i ingaging 
ways of his bewitching Miſtreſs, ; yielded to hat- 
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ever ſhe pleas'd: But what almoſt ſurpaſſes all Belief, is, 
that he had the Weakneſs to acquaint her with the Subje& 
of his coming, and all that the Aga had been telling him 
of her. Hereupon the Lady burſt into a Torrent of Tears, 
tore her Hair off by Handfuls, rent her Cloaths and Veils to 
Pieces, and gave way to a thouſand Tranſports and Indica- 
tions of the utmoſt Deſpair; inſomuch that the King, to 
appeaſe her, was forced to ask her Pardon more than once, 
Oſman was ignorant of all that had paſs'd between them, 
when he ſaw his Maſter enter the Room where he was, 
deſiring him, with Tears in his Eyes, to go, if he Jov'd 
him, and make ſome honourable Reparation to the in- 
nocent Hattige, The Height of Indignation into which 
this Propoſal had put him, had like to have made him for- 
feit the Reſpe& he ow'd him; and ſeeing him till perſiſt 
with Obſtinacy to exact from him ſo unjuſt a Condeſcen- 
tion, and ſo unworthy a Man in his Poſt, he produced the 
four Billets, which he had brought along with him for his 
Juſtification upon Neceſſity, and which were convincing 
Proofs of what he had advanced; and ſhewing them to his 
Majeſty, he ask'd him, if he knew Hattigés Hand, This 
done, he defir'd leave to retire; which the King readily 
granted him, more out of the Shame he had of not know- 
ing what Anſwer to make him, than for any other Rea i © 
ſon he had to get rid of him. Into what Aſtoniſnment te 
did theſe Billets caſt the poor Monarch! He walk'd up and E 
down the Room by himſelf, and ſuffer d ſtrange Agoniesin ri 
his Heart. 1 85 pl 
M Miſtreſs, ſurpriz'd that the King was ſo long a com- Fe 
ing, was afraid leſt the Aga ſhou'd ſpoil all again, and there- PU 
_ Fore reſolvd to go herſelf and ſee what was the matter, m 
She found him in a deep Study; and drawing near him, 
with that alluring Air wherewith ſhe charm'd him when - the 
ever ſhe pleas'd, What more has happen'd, ſaid ſhe, that 
you treat me with ſo much Cruelty? Is it not ſome new anc 
Contrivance of the Aga? His Malice has no Bounds. Oh 


Heaven! How unkappy am I, continu'd ſhe, bathing his | Mi 
| | Face ted 
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Face with her Tears, to ſee you ſo eaſily prevail'd upon, as 
to credit the moſt horrible Calumnies that Wretch can de- 
viſe? At theſe Words ſhe let herſelf fall into bis Arms, as 
half dead, and ſo ſoften'd the Heart of the deluded Mo- 
narch, by her languiſhing Action, that he cou'd not for- 
bear being ſurpriz'd at it himſelf: Embracing her with an 
unparallel'd Tenderneſs, he conducted her to her Bed, beg 
ging her, with Tears in his Eyes, to recover herſelf, unleſs 
the wasreſoly'd that he ſhou'd die with her. 

ALL this Exceſs of Tenderneſs was not capable of giv- 
ing Comfort to the afflicted Lady. She muſt needs know 
what the Traitor (ſpeaking of the Aga) had further ſaid a- 
gainſt her, proteſting that ſhe wou'd never ceaſe from her 
Tears, till he had declared all to her, and ſhe had juſtify'd 
herſelf from all the villainous Calumnies he had contriv'd to 
ruin her, The exceſlively-good-natur'd Prince had ſome 
Reluctancy to ſhew her the Billets, diſtruſting without doubt 
her being able to clear herſelf perfectly. Nevertheleſs the 
ezrneſt Deſire he had to believe her innocent, made him de- 
liver them into her Hands, telling her at the ſame Time, 
that he was certain it was a new Impoſture, and that 
he' knew very well, that it was very praQticable to 
counterfeit Hands to a Nicety. She took theſe Billets, and 
read ſome part of them with terrible Exclamations: O 
Heaven! cry'd ſhe, is it poſſible for the Malice of Man to 
riſe to ſuch a Height? Well, my Lord, continu'd ſhe, you 
plainly ſee, that nothing is omitted to make me loſe your 
Favour; but will you ſuffer ſo heinous a Crime to go un- 
puniſh'd? If you don't revenge the Injury that is done to 
my Innocence, I declare to you, that even to-morrow 1 
will cauſe a Maraboug to be made, and bury myſelf alive 
therein, It is but too evident, that you have not the leaſt 
Compaſſion for a Woman who has forſaken all for you, 
and ſacrificed every thing to her Paſſion for you. A Fa- 
vourite! a profligate Wretch, whoſe Ambition and evil 
Mind, you know, abuſes your Goodneſs; and not conten- 
ted to make you do whatever he pleaſes, he further ſeeks 
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to make you believe of me the ſtrangeſt and moſt impoſ- 
ſible Things in the World. e | 
EVERY Word ſhe utter'd, was interrupted with Sobs. 
The King did all he cou'd to appeaſe her, but nothing wou'd 
doo till ſhe had his Promiſe that ſhe ſhou'd have her Revenge, 

THE Day following the Aga appearing in the King's 
Levee, was receiv'd after an extraordinary Manner: He made 
him very ſharp Reproaches, and in the Concluſion baniſh'd 
him, forbidding him to preſent himſelf before him till he 
was ſent for. Oſman cou'd have juftify'd himſelf, if he had 
thought fit, by producing the Moor; but after ſo ſevere and 
unjuſt a Treatment, be wou'd not give himſelf that Trou- 
ble, and ſo retir'd without any Reply. 

IF this Diſgrace of the chief Favourite was a Surprize 
eo ſome, it was a Matter of Triumph to many others; my 
Miſtreſs eſpecially, having now no dangerous Enemy about 
the King, but only ſuch as ſhe even deſpis d, rely'd ſo much 
on the Blindneſs of the good Prince, whom ſhe had fo well 
lall'd & ſleep, that ſhe thought ſhe might give a full Looſe 
to her amorous Inclinations. All her Uneaſineſs was how 
to diſcover, by what means the Aga had got thoſe Billets, 
She had no Reaſon to ſuſpect Rajep; beſides that he was a 
Man of too much Honour to be guilty of ſo foul a Trea- 
chery, their Intereſt therein was too much united, and the 
Point was too nice to admit of any Reaſon to doubt of his 
Fidelity. She rather ſuſpected the Eunuch, who had car- 
ry'd on the Intrigue. She caus'd him therefore to be ſought 
after by Zara, but no Tidings cou'd be had of him; and 
his Abſence ſufficiently confirm'd her in her Suſpicions. Hat- 
tige therefore recommended to her Confident to be more 
cautious for the future, in the Choice of thoſe who were 
to be employ'd in Services of ſo nice a Nature. 
HOWEVER the King was too amorous, not to be a 
ketle jealous. Thoſe Billets ran in his Mind perpetually ; and 
having had the Leiſure to examine, by himſelf, all the Cir- 
eumſtances of the Adventures, he was for ſome Days very 


reſtleſs and penſive. At laſt i.e took up a Reſolution of be- 
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ing himſelf a Spy upon the Actions and Conduct of his 


Miſtreſs, as the only Means to remove from his Thoughts 
all thoſe cruel Diſtruſts which kept him conſtantly on the 
Rack, or elſe by ocular Demonſtration to cure him of the 


Paſſion he had for her; and in order thereunto he bethought 


himſelf of a Stratagem, which perhaps ſucceeded beyond 
his Wiſhes. | EE | 
HE was at Liberty to enter into the Seraglio when and 
at what Hour he pleas d, thro' private Doors of which be 
alone had the Keys, as well as the ſole Privilege thereof. 
The Day on which he reſolv'd to execute this Delign, he 
paſs'd almoſt intirely with Hattige; and his Cheerfulneſs, 
and the Tokens he gave her of his Tenderneſs, made this 
Beauty believe, that he was the Man in the World the moſt 
fatisfy'd, and the moſt at caſe in Reference to her Fidelity. 
She had however, that very Day, given an Aſſignation to 
Rajep; and ſhe us ſome Violence to herſelf, that ſhe might 


not, thro? want of Preſence of Mind, give the King (who 


did not leave her till it was very late) the leaſt Suſpicion 
that his Over- Aſſiduity made her uneaſy. 

THE Prince, at his Departure from Hattige, went into 
his own Chamber, and put on the Habit of a Bedo ine (fo 
they call the Moreſque Women of the Mountains, of whom 
there is commonly good Store in the Seraglio.) Thus dif- 
guis d, he convey'd himſelf into the Seraglio without Noiſe 


or Retinue, and placed himſelf directly againſt the Door of 
his Miſtreſs's Apartment. 


AT one End of the faid Gallery w:s a Lamp which illu- 


- minated the Place all the Night long, and which, by the 


Diſtance it was at, gave but a little Light on that fide where 
the King was poſted. He had been but a few Moments up- 
on Duty, when he diſcover'd the Enemy, whom he did not 
think it fit to challenge, but rather choſe to let them ap- 
proach nearer. It was Zara herſelf, who conducted ano- 
ther Bedozzine, whom the King, poſſeſs d with his Suſpicions, 
did not look upon to be a real Woman. And, to ſpeak the 
Truth, the Stature and Gait ſufficiently verify'd his Con- 
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FCures, Zara came to the Door, without taking any No- 
tice of the Centinel that was there, and turning to the Be- 
doiiine fhe was introducing, ſhe bid her wait a little, till ſhe 
had Orders from her Miſtreſs to lead her in. The King had 
then letfure to examine this Bedozine from Head to Foot; 
but ſhe unluckily turning towards him, perceiv'd ſomething 
which bore a human Figure, As ſhe was enter'd alone in- 
to the Enemy's Country, ſhe thought it not ſafe toleave any 
Thing behind her, without taking a narrow View of it, 
and therefore drew nearer, the better to examine what it 
was. Fortune, who commonly favours thoſe whom Love 
expoſes, order d it ſo that one End of the Covering, in 
which the King had wrap'd himſelf, became looſe, without his 


being ſenſible of it, and expos'd to the View of the curious 


Bedoine, one half of a Sabre with Vermilion Plates, which 
in the little Light there was gave Luſtre enough, to warn 
her that it cou'd not be very ſafe for her to venture there. 
She did not flight the Admonition; and taking her Mea- 
ſures thereupon, ſhe gently gain'd the End of the Gallery, 
then the Stair-Caſe by which ſhe came, and at laſt the hap- 
py Our-parts, bleſſing her Stars for the Eſcape ſhe had made, 
being fully perſuaded that the Sabre ſhe had ſeen threaten'd 
nothing leſs than Death, _ | | 

THE King, who did not think he had given her the 
leaſt Suſpicion, did not take her Procedure for a real Flight. 


He got up, and wou'd needs go ſee what was become of 


her; when Zara came back, and taking him for her ſhe 
had left at the Door, whiſper'd him ſoftly in the Ear, that 
he might go in, and be ſure to befreceiv'd with open Arms, 
The King, well fatisfy'd with the Miſtake, ſuffer d him- 
ſelf to be conducted by a Way which he knew better than 
any Body. He was no ſooner enter'd Hattige's Chamber, 


than ſhe flung her Arms about his Neck, bugging him with 


all the Eagerneſs of an amorous Woman. My dear Rajep, 


ſaid ſhe to him, what Joy do I feel to fee thee, after hav- 
ing paſs d the whole Day with a King, with whom the 


very Moments themſelves are Torments; the — 
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which thou muſt make Amends for, by a thouſand Tranſ- 
ports of Love. This Beginning cou'd not be very agree- 
able to our enamour'd Monarch, but he ſuffer d theſe Ca- 
reſſes with a Patience worthy himſelf, and did not ſtir from 
under his Diſguiſe, The Lady, who was in more haſte 
than he, cou'd not bear the leaſt Delay; and her Deſires, 
which were ſtronger than her Modeſty, putting her into an 
enchanting Anger at the Coolneſs of this inſenſible Lover, 
ſhe made him a thouſand Reproaches, and was for ſnatch=- 
ing off his Veil, his Coverture, and the reſt of his Attire, 
Why, Rajep, ſaid ſhe to him, with an amorous Indigna- 
tion, doſt thou wait till I intreat thee to pull off the Mask? 
Haſt thou ſo little Defire to ſee me, and to embrace me? 
and the Time which thou purchaſeſt at the Peril of thy own 
Life and mine, is it ſo little valuable to thee, that thou can't: 
endure to loſe one ſingle Moment of it? Zara join'd her 
Efforts to thoſe of her Miſtreſs, to undreſs the falſe Be- 
doiine, and ſhe was alſo the firſt that perceiv'd their Error. 
and betook herſelf to her Heels, with a Shriek which put 
Hattige into a terrible Fright, till at length finding her Mi- 
ſtake ſhe fell into a Swoon, which prov'd very ſeaſogable; 
to her; for in the firſt Motion of his Rage, the tranſported 
Monarch mi bt have offer d ſome Violence to her, which 
wou'd have unworthy of him. But now beholding 
her Half dead at his Feet, tho' there was as much of Art as 


Keality in her Diſorder, all his Fury vaniſ d, and gave way 
tc a tender Compaſſion, which made him ſenſible, even 
againſt his Will, that how ungrateful and falſe ſoever ſhe; 


was to him, he cou d not forbear loving her. He call'd the 
Slaves of the Apartment, and made them lay her on a Bed. 
He wou'd have upbraided her with her Infidelity, but find- 
ing it was impoſſible to look on her without feeling his 
Weakneſs ſtronger than his Reſentment, he withdrew, 
THE Day following he recalld Oſman, and gave him 
the moſt favourable Reception, to repair, in ſome meaſure, 
the Injuſtice he had done him. He told him, he was but 
too o much convinced of the ill Conduct of Haztige, * 


* 
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he loaded with all the Injuries he cou'd at that Time think 
ef; proteſting before Heav'n, that for the Time to come 
he wou'd treat her like the laſt, as well as worſt of Women, 
The Aga, who was a refin'd Courtier, and knew very well 
what an amorous Relapſe was, and was otherwiſe ſenſible 
of the Inclination of his Prince, faid nothing either for or 
againſt his Reſolution; but only de he would be per- 
ſuaded, that he had not in his whole Kingdom a more 
faithful Subje& than himſelf, nor more zealous for his Glo- 
ry and Honour: But that it was to be fear'd, that if he ſaw 
this Woman again, he wou'd fa!l into his firſt Enchantment, 
AS for Rajep, an Order was iſſu'd out to ſeek after him, 
and apprehend him. Moharen (that was the Name of the 
great Gardener, who had no other Heir than his dear Ne- 
Phew) being inform'd of what had paſs'd in the Seraglio, 
and of the Order that was publiſh'd againſt Rajep, run pre- 
ſently, and flung himſelf at the King's Feet, who at firſt 
repuls'd him; but the Friends he had at Court mitigated a 


little his Anger, and prevail'd with the King to change his 


Sentence of Death, which he had already paſs'd upon his 
Nephew, into a perpetual Baniſhment. | 
MY Miſtrcfs, for the firſt, ſecond and third Day after 
her Diſgrace, did not ſee the King. This was a long Time 
for an amorous Prince, who had accuſtom'd himſelf to ſee 
her almoſt every Hour. However ſhe had her Fi iends, who 
were continually repreſenting to the King, the deplorable 
Condition, to which the Grief ſhe had for her Crime had 
reduced her. In fine, on the fourth Day, Oſinan's Pro- 
phecy was fulfilld. The King, ſoften'd by all theſe ſor- 
rowful Relations, ſigh'd, was wavering for ſome Time, and 
at laſt yielded to the irrefiſtable Inclination of his Heart; he 
ſet forward towards her Apartment, cloaking, with the 
Pretext of Revenge, the Shame he had for ſo unworthy a 
Return, after the Noiſe he had himſelf made of the Trea- 


chery of this Weman. He faid, to excuſe himſelf, that he 


only went to take away the Jewels he had given her, be- 


cauſe ſhe was not worthy to wear any Thing, that came 
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from him. The Aga, who knew him, and ſaw, better 
than any Body, what wou'd be the Conſequence of this 
Viſit, was for putting him off by a dexterous Wile ; he 
therefore took the Lady's Part, and told him that it wou'd 
not become a generous Heart, like his, to repent of any 
| Liberality he had beſtow'd, eſpecially on the Ladies; bur if 
he had only a Mind to make her afraid of it, as he did not 
doubt was his Deſign, he thought it wou'd be enough to 
fend ſome Body to her, without doing her the Honour of 
going himſelf in Perſon. The Counſel was good, but not 
to be reliſh'{d by a Lover, who eagerly ſought after that, 
of which the other endeavour'd to make him afraid. He 
therefore reply'd, That he knew what he did, and that in 
ſome ſort of Affairs he took no Body's Advice, but fol- 
low'd his own Directions. The Aga, from that Moment, 
judg'd that all was loſt, and that the King was going to 
plunge himſelf deeper than ever into his firſt Paſſion, He 
ſurugg d up his Shoulders thereat, and retir'd, not being wil- 
ling to be Winne of an Action, the Guilt whereof he feat d 
wou'd be laid at his Door, ſhou'd he be preſent thereat. 
The King was not concern'd at his Departure, for he na- 
turally fear d him, and perhaps Things had taken another 
Turn, if the Aga had been there. He came then to Hat- 
_ tige's Apartment, where immediately, without ſtaying till 
ſhe was acquainted with his Arrival, or till the Keys of the 
Cloſet where her Jewels lay were brought to him, he 
caus'd the Door to be broke open: He went in; and find- 
ing the little Box where they were, open, he ſtood look- 
ing at them, as if he had a Mind to give Time to his per- 
fidious Miſtreſs to come and appeaſe his Anger. She came 
indeed, and then he try'd to counterfeit the Man of Paſſion. 
But ſhe preſently flung herſelf at his Feet, with her Hair 
hanging looſe, and quite diſhevell'd, and embraced his Knees 
after ſo tender and moving a Manner, that he was not a- 
ble to reſiſt it. He lifted her up, and they remain'd ſome 
Time in the Cloſet, The Circumſtances of their Recon- 
ciliation are not to be told; only I know the King did not 
Fe take 
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take away her Jewels, but returning to viſit her about two 
Hours after, he made her new Preſents. 

IN fine, this Reconcilement grew by Degrees ſo firm 
and ſtrong, that the amorous Prince viſited Hattige more 
than ever, and ſeem'd to have quite forgot, not only all 
that he had ſaid of her, but even all that had paſs'd before 
bis Eyes. The World ſpoke of it but very little to his Ad- 
vantage, as you may believe. The Aga was the only Per- 
fon that ſaid nothing; he ſaw there was no Remedy, that 
the Princes Malady was incurable, and he was reſolv'd not 
to ruin his Fortune, to ſerve him againſt his Will; enter- 
taining. ſome Hopes, that the Lady's own Indiſcre- 
tion would one Day prompt her to ruin herſelf irre- 
trievably. | = 

HATTIGE, who was now in greater Favour than 
ever, eaſily obtain'd Zara's Pardon; and out of a Taſte of 
Gallantry, of which the King gave her a greater Thirſt, 
ſhe employ'd afreſh this Slave, to find out ſome Perſon 
who might help her to break the Oaths of Fidelity ſhe had 
Juſt before been taking to the King. 

ON the other fide, the King, who, ſince the ma- 
Nifeſt Infidelities Hatrige had been guilty of, began to love 
her leſs, was ſeeking out for ſome new Ingagement ; and 
it prov'd to be Roulia, according to Hazrige's Prediction, 
-who compaſs d his Liberty. I can ſafely fay, that his In- 
clination was form'd after a very ſurprizing manner, and 
which perhaps has no Example throughout the whole Em- 
-Pire of Love. 5 

IT was about the Declenſion of the Day, when the 
King, being upon a Terraſs in the Garden of the Seraglio, 
which had a Proſpect into that of the great Gardiner, ſaw 
Roukia thro ſome Trees in an Attitude you may more 
eaſily gueſs at than I deſcribe, The Beauty and delicate 
Whiteneſs of this charming Woman's Skin, ſet off with 
the Rays of the Sun, fo bewitch'd the Monarch's Eyes, 
that he found himſelf utterly loft in Love at the Sight of 
hat would hardly have ated any Body cle, He dd al 
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he could to ſee more ; but the God of Love would not 
permit it, he was reſolved to leave all the Glory of his 
Conqueſt to that victorfous Part only, | 

THE very next Day a Meſſenger of Gallantry was ſent 
with a Billet to Roulia, couch'd in Terms ſuitable to the 
Occaſion, and ending, as I remember, in theſe Words: 

THE Moreſque Woman, from whom you will receive 
this Billet, will inform you of what you are to do. Adieu. 

II is after this manner that our Kings make a Decla- 
ration of their Love. They never ſigh in vain. They have 
no more to do than to ſay, I Love you and ſuch is my Will:: 
and the Buſineſs is done, The Women eſteem it a Duty- 
incumbent on them to obey em in the Point of Love, as 
the Men do in Affairs of State. Roukia full of Good-will, 
as upon that Head are all the Women of our Country, 
did not trouble herſclf to examine the Circumſtances the 
King mention'd to her in his Letter; but quite raptur'd 
with the Honour he did her, ſhe ſeat him this Anſwer in. 
Writing. 

MY Tord, as you are Maſter of our Lives, you are like- 
wiſe Maſter of our Hearts, you ſhall-never find any thing in 
me, but what, in Reference to you, ſhall be always full of 
Reſpet?, and Obedience. Your Deſires are Laws to me; and 
I ſhall never find any, Difficulty, in the moſt difficult Things 


in the World, when they are your Commands. I ſhall do what: 


the Morelque Woman told me. You muſt only remember to 
employ Moharen in fome Affair or other; every thing elſe will: 
favour your Deſign; and if you love me, as much as you ſay: 
you do, you will ſave me ſome Part of the Torment an amorous. 
Impatience cauſes, when one lives in Expectation. Adieu, My- 

Lord. 2 
THE King receiv'd this Anſwer, with all the Joy of a 
Lover, who was to be happy that Day. It ſeem'd tedious: 
to him, becauſe he was oblig'd to wait till Night to go to- 
the Place he had appointed. His Mind was, all the reſt of: 
that Day, ſo taken up with his new Paſſion, aud the Plea- 
ſures he promis d himſelf therefrom, that he had not the 
aſt Thought of ſceing Hattigé. which be ſeldom fail'd to 
0 de : 
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do. He preſently prepared a Commiſſion to ſend Moharen 
out of Town; and Night being come, the King repair'd 
alone and without Noiſe to the Garden of the Seraglio, 
Where the delightful Entertainment was to paſs; and at 
the Hour prefix d he let the beautiful Roxkia in, by the 
Means of a Ladder which he had caus'd to be ready there 


for that Purpoſe . 

THIS Interview was charming on both ſides. The 
Night was clear enough not to deprive the King of the 
Sight of the admirable Stature of Roxkia; and judging of 
the Features of her Face, by what he could diſcern thereof, 
he no way doubted but ſhe was as perfect a Beauty as the 
World reported her to be. But what charm'd him moſt 
was her Wit, which the Lady, who had an infinite Stock 
thereof, diſplay d on all Occafions, to repair what the Night 
conceal'd of the Perfection of her Beauty. The King was 
quite tranſported, and, to ſpeak the Truth, they did not 
ſtand upon Compliments, They preſently proceeded to 
certain Familiarities, that would have made any Body be- 
lieve they had been long acquainted. That is what Kings 
have among many other Privileges, for they make a greater 
Progreſs in one Day, than other Men do in a Month. 

ROUKLIA, full of the Glory of the Rank to which 
the Honour the King did her was going to raiſe her, did 
the utmoſt that lay in her Power to deſerve it, and ſuc- 
ceeded wonderfully well therein ; for ſhe gain'd all his E- 
ſteem, at the ſame time that ſhe engroſs d his Heart. She ſaid 
a thouſand pretty things to him, which even raptur'd him, 
and made him (ina very obliging manner for her) break 
into a thouſand Complaints againſt the God of Love, that 
he had been ſo long in letting him know the Woman of 
the whole Kingdom, who beſt deferv'd his Care and Af- 
fection. They had retir'd themſelves (tho' it did not rain) 
into a Grotto, which was very convenient for much ſuch 
another Converſation as that of Eneas and Dido, and they 
remain d ſome Time without being interrupted by any 
Body. I fhall not follow em thither, continu'd Razie 
ſmiling, or tell you what paſſed in that happy Pace, If 
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you have ever been in Love, you'll eaſily gueſs at the Sub- 
j:& of their Converſation, The King was ſo well pleas d 
w th it, that he reſolv'd to paſs the Remainder of the Night 
there, and fell aſleep in the Arms of his Miſtreſs. 

BUT Love, who was employed in the fame Garden, 
upon the ſame Myſteries, did not let him reſt long. Rowkia 
heard a Noiſe, and wak'd him, to acquaint him, that 
moſt certainly ſome Perſons were there. At firſt he cou'd 
not eaſily believe it, becauſe the Place was inacceſſible to 
any Man but himſelf, and Moharen the great Gardiner; 
but as the King had ſent him abroad, he was the Perſon 
he expected the leaſt of any. He therefore liſten'd more at- 
tentively, and was at laſt ſatisfy'd that he heard ſome Steps 


and Voices, He was willing, before he proceeded further, 


to know who were the bold Tranſgreſſors; for it was 
Death to enter, even in the Day time, into that Garden, 
without his Leave: But he was hardly got up, when he 


faw them approach, and juſt ready to enter the Grotto. 


It was a ſpacious Place, made on purpoſe to afford a cool 
Retreat from the Heat of the Sun in the Summer Sea- 
fon. In it were ſeveral Beds of Turf, the neatlieſt con- 
triv'd that Fancy cou'd deviſe, and round about it were 
Pots of jeſſamin, and Tuberoſes, and other exquiſite 
Flowers: In a Word, it was a Place deſign'd for the King's 


Pleaſure. It appear'd plainly, by the manner of the new 


Comers, that they were acquainted with it. They choſe 


a Place not far from that where the King was, but it 
was ſo dark, that it was impoſſible to ſee one the other. 
He let em ſeat themſelves as they pleaſed. He took No- 
tice at their firſt Entrance, that there were two of them; 
but cou'd not diſcern, whether they were Men or Women; 
till one of em, whoſe Voice the King thought he had 
great Reaſon to know, ſaid to the other, This is the moſt 
convenient Place in the World: to laugh, and divert our- 
ſelves, at the Coſt of my jealous Kzeper. He has brought 
me hither frequently, to make me paſs ſome Hours with 
him, which were mortifying enough. In ſhort, it was Har- 
zige that ſpoke ; at which the King was very much 2 

prized, 
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prized, nor cou d he imagine by what means ſhe got in thi- 
cher. But what fſurpriz'd him moſt, and was no leſs a 
Surprize to Roxkia, was to hear the other's. Anſwer, which 
made em both ſenſible, that it was Mobaren, I muſt con- 
feſs to you, Madam, that tho' he may not perhaps deſerve 
to poſſeſs alone the Heart of ſo beautiful a Perſon, yet he 
is my Maſter; and nothing but the violent Paſſion I have 
for you cou'd make me capable of committing ſo baſe a 
Treachery. Nothing but your extraordinary Beauty can ren» 
der it any way excuſable, becauſe it inſpires Sentiments 
which it is impoſſible to reſiſt. Yes, Madam, continu'd he 
fighing, I am ſenſible that let a Man pretend to ever ſo 
much Probity, yet Love, when ſupported by ſo charming 
a Perſon, is ſtronger than all the Ties of Honour and 

Duty. : | 
| IT is all a Jeſt, Mobaren, reply'd Hattige, to entertain 
theſe Scruples at preſent. I am falſe as well as you, but it 
does not in the leaſt diſturb me. Infidelity bas its Charms 
for thoſe who know how to uſe it opportunely. I have a 
Heart that will be its own Maſter, and love this Perſon 
for-a-while, and then another, according as it finds itſelf in- 
clin d. How wretchedly miſerable wou'd Men and Women 
be, if every Engagement were an abſolute Sale of them- 
ſelves; and it ſhou'd not be allow'd them to change, when 
2 Surfeit or Inclination requir'd it? Without doubt they 
wou'd conſider a little more maturely of it than they do, 
and very few wou'd embark in fo rigid a State. It is a 
natural Prerogative of the Heart, to beſtow, and reſume 
itſelf again whenever it pleaſes; and unhappy is That which 
does not enjoy it. The Sentiments change like all other 
things; and Love as well as Nature is only charming in its 
Variety. As for Inſtance, Moharen, Iam yours To-day; but in 
three or four Days, I won't anſwer, that I may not be 
ſome other Body's; and you wou'd be very unjuſt, if you 
ſhou'd exact from me a greater Fidelity, than that I ob- 
ſerve to the King. No, certainly, Madam, anſwer'd Mo- 
baren laughing; and I ſhou'd, no doubt of it, be in the 
Wrong, if I blam d in you, this agrecablc . 
N nc e 
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Gnce it is to that I owe my own Happineſs: But ſeriouſly. 
ſpeaking, wou'd you fay as much to the King ? You may 
believe, reply'd ſhe, that I don't value myſelf upon theſe 
Maxims before him, not out of Fear, that he ſhou'd fol- 
low them; but to avoid giving him an ill Opinion of me. 
Were he of my Humour, I believe I ſhou'd love bim the 
better for itz and perhaps I hate him only, becauſe he loves 
me too conſtantly. I was willing to put him myſelf, one 
Day, upon committing an Infidelity to me, by telling him, 
that I had dream'd I faw him in the Arms of Roxkia your 
Wife; becauſe I knew ſhe was a fine Woman, and that 
might poſſibly give him a Deſire, or at leaſt a Curioſity to 
ſee her. But my Art was of no Force apainſt his obſtinate 
Fidelity, and it ſerv'd only to procure me a thouſand freſh 
Aſſurances of his Faith, and Tenderneſs. You did not oblige 
me very much, reply'd Mobaren; therefore pray, Madam, 
when you are for the future reduced to have Recourſe to 
Dreams, to deliver you from an importunate Lover, let it 
not be at the Coſt of your Friends. How ! cou'd you take 
it amiſs, reply'd Hattigé, that the King ſhou'd pay you 
what you lend him? Yes, mot certainly, anſwer'd Moharen, 
becauſe I don't lend him with a Deſire to be repaid. Well 
then, reply'd ſhe again, if He does not, Another may. I 
don't fear that, ſaid Moharen, I know my Wife, and am 
fully perſuaded that ſhe is filly enough rather to ſuffer Death, 
than to diſhonour Me in ſuch a manner, tho' the King 
himſelf were the Perſon ſhou'd ſollicite her to it, She eve- 
ry Day makes megerrible Reproaches, that I fo much as 
ſuffer Slaves to enter her Chamber; and I dare affirm to 
you again, that ſhe wou'd ſooner chuſe to die, than to be 
ſeen by any other Man than myſelf, even tho' it were the 
beſt Friend I had. | 
SO pleaſant a Dialogue had various Effects in the Souls 
of our two Auditors: Sometimes they had a Mind to 
laugh, and ſometimes to be angry. The King all the while 
held Roukia in his Arms, and ſqueez'd her Hand, when 
they talk'd of her, which ſhe on her Part retum'd, when 
they mention d him, It is true, his Inclination for Hartigé 
WAS. 
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was much abated, ſince the Treacheries ſhe had play d him; 
but ſtill more, ſince the Love he entertain d for Roukia. Ne- 
vertheleſs, it is a hard matter, even tho one had quite for- 
ſaken a Miſtreſs, to Tee her in the Arms of another, with- 
out ſome Motions of Spire and Jealouſy, more eſpecially 
when it is a Perſon whom one thinks beneath one. Now 
even ſetting the Crown alide, Moharen was not equal to 
the King, either in Vigour or a handſome Mein. He was 
not old indeed, but he was not fo young as the King, nor 
near ſo beautiful. It is a kind of Unhappineſs to Kings, at 
leaſt to thoſe who are nice in the Point of Love, that their 
Miſtreſſes cannot change without degenerating. 
NOTWITHSTAN DING the King fqueez'd the 
Hand of Rowkia as he did, and laugh'd with her in a ſmo- 
ther d manner, yet he was enraged in his Soul at what he 


heard; and · any other beſides Moharen, of whom he re- 


veng d himſelf very agreeably, wou'd have inſtantly felt the 
terrible Effects of his Anger. As for Roukia, ſhe wou'd have 
had her Share of Diſquiet in this Adventure, had it not 
ſery'd to promote her Intereſt with the King on the one 
fide; and ſince on the other ſhe paid her Husband in his 
own Coin, ſhe thought, ſhe had all the Reaſon in the World 
to be farisfy'd. | | 

HOWEVER, as this new Couple of Lovers had their 
private Deſigns, and were not come into that Grotto mere- 
ly to talk; the Scene was going to change: But the King 
had not the Complaiſance, nor Patience, to be a Spectator 
to the very End of the Comedy; wherefore riſing with 
great Fury and Noiſe; Moharen, ſaid he, with a Voice 
able to make the moſt Reſolute tremble, doſt thou ſerve me 


after this manner? Is it thus that thou executeſt my Or- 


ders? It would be a hard Task enough, to give a lively 
Deſcription of the Aſtoniſhment, Fear and Confuſion, with 
which the great Gardiner and his Beauty were ſeiz d, when 
they heard the King's Voice. Mo/aren flung himſelf imme- 
diately at his Feet, his Face upon the Ground, without be- 
ing able for ſome time to utter a Word, And you falſe 
Wretch, continu'd the King, ſpeaking to Haztige, Creature 

2 without 
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without Fidelity, or Honour; is it thus you pay me for the 
Obligations you have to me, for having made you what 
you are? | 
. THE Invectives went farther; but, Sir, they wou'd 

be too tedious to be repeated. I ſhall therefore tell you in 
one Word, that the great Gardener having recover'd him- 
ſelf from his aſtoniſhing Fright, altho' he was not in leſs 
Apprehenſion of Death, did all he cou'd, not to excuſe 
himſelf, for there was no room for it ; but on the contrary, 
to caſt all the Crime upon himſelf, in order to render Hat- 
tige thereby leſs Guilty, and to fave her, if he cou'd, by 
giving up himſelf a Sacrifice for her. The King made 
Anſwer, That he accepted of the Sacrifice, provided the 
Perſon he had with him approv'd thereof; and then he 
made Roukia ſhow herſelf, who had not yet appear d upon 
the Stage, | 

MOHAREN was one of thoſe Husbands, who, not- 
withſtanding they love their Wives very well, uſe ſome- 
times to hunt upon other People's Grounds. He had been 
in Love with Haztige, while ſhe was ſtill with the Fanixary; 
and the Choice the King had made of her for a Miſtreſs, 
was ſo far from leſſening his Paſſion, that it added Fewel 
to it; inſomuch that he had addreſs'd himſelf to Zara, 
whom he knew to be very well skill'd in her Trade, and 
had already ſerv'd him that Way. The Privilege he had, 
to go into the Garden of the Seraglio when he pleas d, con- 
tributed very much to the obtaining the Miſtreſſes it pro- 
cur'd him: But as for Hattigé, he thought her then 1a 
hard to get Acceſs to, that ſhe had almoſt put him off of 
the Attempt, till the Diſgrace of his Nephew, which was 
{o far from deterring him, that it gave him freſh Courage. 
to make a Tryal of what he had long'd to compaſs; and Za- 
ra having found an Opportunity to ſpeak to him, the 
Matter was ſoon agreed upon. He did not imagine 
that his Wife was to be the Purchaſe of his Inclinations ; 
and his Surprize, as well as Conſternation, were much 


greater after he heard her Voice, than when he od the 
c .ng's 
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King's, He knew not what'to ſay, nor what to do; he 


ſaw himfelf pay'd in his own Coin, and therefore could 
have no Reaſon to complain, but vented his Rage in deep 
Sighs. The King in the mean time triumph'd, and be- 
ing willing to augment his Deſpair, and to reliſh the Plea- 
ſure he took in loading him with Grief and Confuſion ; he 
made him give the Detail of this Intrigue with Harrige; 
of the Means he had us'd to become acquainted with her, 
and how he had got her out of the Seraglio. This unfor- 
tunate Adventurer cou'd not refuſe obeying him: He there · 
fore inform'd him of the Paſſion he had for her ſeveral 
Years paſt, and which had reviv'd ſince the Adventure of 
his Nephew, which gave him to underftand, that Hartigé 
was not inſenfible to Love: That Zara had been his Con- 
fident, and that that very Day being pitrch'd upon for their 


Interview, (as one is apt to leave every Thing for Love, 


when one is deeply affected with that Paſſion,) he had not 


been able to purſue the Orders he had given him. As for 


the Manner of his getting her out of the Seraglio, he ſaid 
it was through a Window of her Apartment which open'd 
upon the Garden, from whence he had let her down in a 
Wicker Basket. The King had the Curioſity to go and 


ſee this Machine, and he found it ſtill in a Condition to 


reconvey up the Lady who had deſerted it; But he put 
Roukia in her Stead, and made her worthy Husband draw 
her up in lieu of Hattigé, whom he gave to him in Ex- 
change. It was a very great Favour the King did Moharen, 


and in my Opinion he could not have dealt more mildly 


with him. 


"ROUXIA thus took Poſſeſſion not only of the King's 
Heart, but of the Apartment, and of all that Hartige (Who 
had taken nothing along with her) had of. moft valu- 
able. She comforted "herſelf nevertheleſs for her Loſs ; 


and loving the Pleaſure of Liberty, ſhe would freely have 
given even more than what ſhe loſt, to get out of the Se- 
raglio. But Moharen, whom the Example of the Preciſe 
Rowkia had made wiſer, did not keep her leſs confin'd; fo 
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that they ſoon had Diſputes and Quarrels, and at laſt be- 
came weary each of the other. Hattige, in order to get 
from him, took the Pretext of a Divine Revelation, to 
which the Ports have a great Deference, and ſaid that 
God requir'd of her to make a Voyage to Mecca, or elſe her 
Sins wou'd never be forgiven her: This was a ſpecious 

Cauſe enough to oblige Moharen to give into her Requeſt, 
even if he had not had a Mind to get rid of her, as he really 
had. Inſomuch that leaving the Care of her Converſion to 
God, he conſented to her going this Pilgrimage. He ſent 
her to Tunis, recommended her to Mabomet Baſhaw Bey, 
his intimate Friend, and defir'd him to ſupply this beautiful 
Pilgrim with a Ship to carry her to Alexandria. 

THIS, my Lord, puſu'd Razie, is the whole Hiſtory 
of my Miſtreſs. You ſee I have not ſpar'd her, in giving 
you a faithful Narrative of her Adventures, which you 
cou'd not learn better from any Perſon than from me, who 
have been always with her, ever ſince ſhe firſt went into 
the Seraglio, but I never approv'd of her Conduct. It 
was for that Reaſon, that ſhe kept every Thing from me, 
which however did not hinder me from penetrating into 
the very Bottom of it, It is moſt certain that was her 
Soul as beautiful as is her Body, nothing under the Hea- 
vens wou'd be more conſummately perfect. She would 
charm you, Sir, were you to ſee her, and *tis_Pity that 
ſuch a Man as the Captain of the other Ship ſhou'd be in 
Poſſeſſion of her; ſhe would be much better in your Hands. 
The Knight made Anſwer, that he had a Mind to ſerve 
her Miſtreſs, but not with any Deſign of reaping any pri- 
vate Advantage therefrom ; that he had been to ſeek for 
her out of that Motive, and that, if it was poſſible, he 
wou'd, the firſt fair Weather, give her and all thoſe in her 
Veſſel their Liberty, but that ſhe muſt keep it a Secret, for 
fear, if his Friend ſhould come to know his Intentions, he 
ſhould obſtruct their good Fortune, Raxie aſtoniſh'd at ſo 
much Generoſity in a Malteſe Rover, (that ſort of People 
not being us d to treat thoſe of her Nation over "= * 
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knew not what to think, and took for a Miracle both 
what the ſaw, and what ſhe heard. She return'd her hear- 
ty Thanks to the Knight for the Favour he gave her Hopes 
of, after which ſhe was carry'd back to her own Ship load- 
ed with Proviſions, at which the other Women were as 
much ſurpriz'd, as they had been ill us'd by the other Cap- 
tain, whom they did not at firſt believe to be more in- 

human than this. 1 
THE Kaight paſt that Night but indifferently, he did 
nothing but muſe on the Adventures of this Lady; and 
notwithſtanding the bad Character her Slave Razie had re- 
preſented her under, he was young, and cou'd not forbear 
having a great deſire to ſee her : But then, as ſhe was fo 
exquitite a Beauty, he was afraid the fight of her wou'd 
coſt him dear, fince he found that the bare Narrative of her 
Hiſtory inſpir'd him with Sentiments for her, which he 
felt already were not indifferent. Very few Knights of 
Malta, and eſpecially at bis Age, wou'd have had ſuch Scru- 
Ples. Curiolity at leaſt, if not Love, wou'd have got the 
better of all other Conſiderations ; but This, who was as 
Virtuous and Good, as he was Brave and Generous, eſteem'd 
it his Duty, as a Man of Honour, to ſerve this Lady, with- 
out the leaſt Hopes of any Return, However as he lov'd 
to do Things after a handſome Manner, he was reſolv'd to 
ſpeak once more to Gourdan, before he proceeded any fur- 
ther; and he was preparing to go and ſee him, when he 
faw him enter his Room, with a more than ordinary 
cheerful Countenance: Well, Knight, ſaid he to him, how 
do you like your Company? I hope now you'll the more 
_ ealily forgive what Love made me do. I excuſe, anſwer d 
the Knight, the Love one may have for a beautiful Lady, 
but I cannot excuſe a Man who ill uſes em as you do. 
I am more ſorry for it, reply'd the Corſaire, than you can 
imagine ; but you don't know, ſo well as I do, the Na- 
ture of the Women of this Country. They are capricious 
Creatures, whoſe Love is not to be gain'd but by Force, 
and ill Ulage. It is a very bad Policy, and unworthy of a 
| Man 
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Man of Honour, reply'd the Knight: Believe me, added he, 
it wou'd be more conſiſtent with your Honour to ſend her 
back in the Ship you took her in, than to offer the leaſt 
Violence to her. He ſpoke theſe Words with ſuch an Air, 
as made Gourdan redden, and remain ſilent. I know, con- 
tinu'd he, that you will not follow my Advice, but I'll dif- 
charge my Duty in giving it you; and J muſt further add, 
that if you have ever ſo little Conſideration for me, you'll 
at leaſt leave this poor Slave in the Liberty of loving you, 
or not loving you: For whatever you can ſay of the Na- 
ture of the Women of her Country, you plainly ſee, that 
the Method you take with her has not ſucceeded hitherto, 
but on the contrary has a quite different Effet from what 
you deſire. She is no ordinary Woman, and ſo not to be 
reduced by Threats and ill Treatment to a” Compliance: 
And even if you ſhou'd gain your Point, tell me, I pray, 
what Pleaſure you cou'd have, that did not leſſen the Cha- 
raQer of a Man ſo much efteem'd in his Religion as you are. 
GOURDAN imagin'd that the Knight, having heard 
of the extraordinary Beauty of this Woman, was become 
amorous of her, and that he ſpoke thus only to make 
him let go his Hold, and then to ſeize her himſelf. Where- 
fore turning towards him, All your Rhetorick, ſaid he to 
the Knight laughing, ſhall do you no Service: I'll keep my 
beautiful Turł in ſpite of you; and let her love me, or not 
love me, ſhe ſhall not go out of my Ship, But Captain 
Gourdan, reply'd the Knight in a Tone ſomewhat cooler, 
is then this beautiful Turk ſo much yours, that you can 
diſpoſe of her after this manner? and have you a greater 
Right over her than I have? It is not, continu'd he, that 
I have any Intention to take her from you: I have already 
told you my Opinion on that Head I don't know, faid 
the Corſaire interrupting him, what your Intentions or 
Sentiments are; but my Life ſhall be ſooner taken from 
me than this Woman; and 1 ſhall look upon him to be 
my worſt Enemy, who wou'd take upon him to make 
me quit her. The Koight wou'd not take any Notice - 
the 
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the Words of a Man whoſe ſmall Portion of good Senſe was 
diſturb d by Jealouſy; he was for trying by gentle and rea- 
fonable Means to bring him to himſelf, What I ask of 
you, faid he to him, is juſt and rational, and if you are 
my Friend, as you have often aſſur d me you were, you 
won't refuſe it me; if you do, you'll oblige me to ſeek 
the neceſſary Means to reſtore this Woman to her full I. i- 
berty. You will compaſs that Deſign but with the utmoſt 
Difficulty, reply d the Corſaire in the greateſt Rage; to bring 
ſuch a Thing about, I muſt have to do with ethergueſs 
People than you. This was talking very big to ſuch a 
Man as the Knight was, and more eſpecially aboard his 
own Ship; but This having as much Moderation, as the 
Other had Brutality, he choſe rather to let him go, than 
to offer any Inſult to him, notwithſtanding his Behaviour 
deſerv'd it. | 

THEY did not viſit one another after this Interview: 
The Corſaire diſtruſted the Knight, and watch'd his Prey. 
His Lieutenant in the mean time inform'd the Knight of 
all that paſs'd, and offer'd to ſerve him in any Thing he 
ſhou'd defire of him; but the prudent Knight deſir'd no 
other Service from him, but to take Care that a Billet he 
ſhould cauſe to be writ to the beautiful Slave ſhou'd be de- 
liver'd to her. The Lieutenant promis'd he wou'd, and 
Razie was ſent for to that Purpoſe; becauſe, that notwith- 
ſtanding the Knight underſtood, and ſpoke the Moreſque 
Language very well, yet he could not write it. She being 
come, ſhe write the following Lines to her Miſtreſs. 

MAD AM, a Man as Gallant and Genenous, as he who 
| holds you in Captivity is Brutiſh and 1ll-bred, has a Mind to ſet 
You at Liberty, and Us alſo: take Care therefore to be ready 
the firſt Wind that ſhall preſent, and faſten a Rope at the 
Window of your Cabin; that when Opportunity ſhall ſerve, 
you may have Adyice thereof. 

THIS Billet was ſeal'd, and carry'd ſecretly to Gour- 
dans Lieutenant, who immediately tranſmited it to the 
beautiful Slave, by the Hands of the Eunuch, who was in- 

| tirely 
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tirely devoted to him, This poor Woman receiv'd an un- 
ſpeakable Joy at the agreeable News ; but as ſhe had never 
been over-fortunate, ſhe did not dare to hope for ſo unex- 
pected a Happineſs. The raſcally Pirate, for ſo it was ſhe call'd 
him, had tormented her that Day more than ever; and 
ſhe was reſolv'd to fling herſelf into the Sea, if he came 
any more to her: So that this Billet in a manner reſtor'd 
Life to her; and ſhe never had pray'd to Mahomet with fo 
much Fexyor, as ſhe did now for a Wind, fince from That 
ſhe was to expect her Liberty. Let her fall into any Hands 
whatever, provided ſhe got out of Thoſe of this Brutiſn 
Captain, ſhe thought ſhe ſhou'd be too happy. In fine, 
one Night, when perhaps ſhe leaſt expected it; ſhe ſaw 
a Man come in at her Window, who at firſt ſtruck her 
with ſome Fear; but his handſome Mein ſoon gave her 
freſh Courage, It was the Knight. It is Time, Madam, 
faid he to her with a low Voice, to free you from your 
Chains. The Weather is the moſt favourable that can be 
wiſh'd, for you to return to Tunis. Improve the Oppor- 
tunity, and let me have the Satisfaction to have done a ſmall 
Service to a Perſon, who, far from deſerving ſo inhum̃ane 
a Treatment, is worthy to be reſpected by the whole 
World. I can't reſolve which had the greateſt Effect over 
 Hattige's Heart, the News the Knight brought her, or the 
fine Qualities of his Perſon ; but I know ſhe ſpent ſome 
Time in looking at him, and that being touch'd with Gra- 
titude for ſu conſiderable a Service, and embracing him to 
return him Thanks for the ſame, ſhe had not one Word to 
ſay. He had ſurpriz'd her in Bed, and he was ſo power- 
fully charm'd with the conſummate Beauty of her Face, 
that he was not leſs at a Loſs for Speech than ſhe. I know 
not, my Lord, ſaid Hattige to him, after having expreſs'd 
by her Actions all the Acknowledgment imaginable, whe- 
ther it be not Heav'n I am oblig'd to for the Relief you 
bring me; but this I'm ſure of, that there are but few 
Men upon the Earth ſo generous, nor fo handſome as you 
are. The Knight, who was a courtly and well-bred Gentle- 


man, 
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men, return'd her Gallantry for Gallantry ; and helping her 
dio dreſs herſelf, he inſtructed her in all ſhe was to ſay, and 
in the Courſe the Maſter of the Veſſel was to ſteer, that 
in Caſe the Corſaire ſhould purſue them, he might not 
meet with em. The beautiful Turk was not long in dreſ- 
ſing herſelf. I am apt to believe few Women on the like 
Occaſions wou'd be over-ſolicitous about their Attire, and if 
the Knight had requir'd it, this would have gone out of 
the Ship as ſhe came out of Bed. The Ship's Crew began 
already to be in Motion, and to make every Thing 
ready to ſail, notwithſtanding the Wind was not the moſt 
favourable that might be for Malta. The Knight help'd 
the beautiful Lark to deſcend into a Canow; which he 
had caus'd to be ready at the Stern; and ſhe was no ſooner 
in it, but by the Favour of the Night it made off, and got 
ſafe to one of the Prizes; in which he deſign'd to ſend 
her back : He made all the Chriſtians, who were on board, 
go out of her; and having taken Leave of the Lady, who 
would have been glad he had not left her fo ſoon, he par- 
ted with Regret, and repair'd to his own Ship, where he 
order'd his Men to weigh Anchor, as Gourdan had done, 


in order to ſet Sail. 


The End of the Third Volume. 
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